
Midwest 2002 ODP Boys Win Thanksgiving 
Interregional in Arizona 
By Billy Menken 
 
Billy Menken (Woodbury) and Chalee Moua (Lino Lakes) participated in the 2015 US Youth Soccer ODP 
Thanksgiving Interregional in Casa Grande, Ariz. November 26–30, 2015. This event is one of the 
highlights of US Youth Soccer ODP Boys and brings together the best players from all four regions of US 
Youth Soccer into one venue.  Here is a journal about the trip from Billy.  
– John Curtis, MYSA Director of Coaching and Player Development 

 

 
Representing Minnesota at Thanksgiving 
Interregionals: Billy Menken and Chalee Moua. 

As a 13-year-old Minnesota soccer player, I just 
completed an absolutely fabulous experience 
with the Olympic Development Program. At last 
spring’s ODP Festival I was selected to 
represent Minnesota with the “2002 olders” at 
July’s Region II Camp in Illinois. The U.S. has 
four Regions and our Region II covers 14 states 
from the Dakotas to Michigan and from Kansas 
to Kentucky. I loved playing with boys from all 
over the Midwest. 

About 60 of the 500 2002 boys at Region II 
Camp were selected for four extra days of 
“Holdover Camp.” And of these, 18 were 
selected to represent Region II at the National 
ODP Interregionals in Arizona for five days over 
Thanksgiving, where the four U.S. regions 
compete against each other in a grand 
tournament. I was one of two Minnesotans 
selected for this team, along with Chalee Moua 
of Lino Lakes. 

Thursday November 26 (Thanksgiving Day) 

In the early morning darkness, while most of my 
friends were sleeping in, recovering from fall 
term at school, and preparing for family feasts, I 
headed to the Minneapolis airport to catch a 
7:15 a.m. flight to Phoenix. There I met up with 
several ODP traveling companions: two 2001 
boys and Shattuck coach Steve Cornish. 

We landed in Phoenix late Thanksgiving 
morning tired from the journey, but excited for 
the five days of soccer ahead of us. At the 
airport I met three of my 2002 Midwest 
teammates, Matthew, Mark and Julian, who had 
arrived just before me from Wisconsin, Michigan 
and Ohio. I was hungry so Matthew and I shared 
a pizza. Gradually, state by state, our remaining 
teammates arrived and a couple hours later we 
drove by van through desert scrub and saguaro 
cactus to the hotel in Casa Grande. The weather 
was warmer than Minnesota and the landscape 
different than I had ever seen. 

At the hotel we were assigned roommates, three 
to a room, and quickly changed for training. 
There would be two days of training—Thursday 



and Friday—followed by one match per day on 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday against each of 
the other three regions. The pitches were 
gorgeous, with perfectly cut lush green grass. 
These are the fields the Real Salt Lake 
Academy team plays on. Training this first day 
was light, fun and soon over.  

That evening we celebrated Thanksgiving back 
at the hotel with fantastic food and astronomical 
appetites. Everything was magnificent; our 
players were happy, our tummies full, and lots of 
laughter was heard.  Our team and coaches 
were bonding well. 

Friday November 27 

I woke up Friday morning full of excitement, 
went down to breakfast, and enjoyed another 
great meal. The day started out chilly and wet, 
but warmed quickly. Our team trained for an 
hour and a half at 9:30 in the morning. After 
training we had lunch, a small rest, and then 
another training session. Our great coaches and 
teammates made practice fun. Our head coach 
trained us specifically on several set plays from 
corners and direct kicks that would prove pivotal 
in our upcoming matches. We headed back to 
the hotel happily determined to play well in 
tomorrow’s game. 

Saturday November 28 

Today the tournament begins! Today’s match is 
against the big boys from Region III, the 
Southwest from North Carolina to Florida to 
Texas. We awoke pumped for the game and 
ready to grab three points. We prepared in our 
morning training session, confident we would 
win.  

The game was after lunch. Coach Dave 
appointed me captain of our Midwest Region II 
team and gave us a short speech before the 
game and we set off with determination. The 
teams were evenly matched. We fought hard, 
gave it all we had, and after a top-corner curler 
by Diego from Kansas on a counterattack, went 
back to the hotel with a well-earned and 
satisfying 1-0 victory. 

Sunday November 29 

After Saturday’s win, we were confident we 
could defeat Region I, the East Coast states 
from Virginia to Maine. We prepared more set 
plays in the morning training session and went 
to lunch with a positive mindset.  

The game started slow, but we soon found our 
rhythm. It finally sank in with me just how good 
these teams were. We pushed harder in the 
second half. With Region I leading 1-0 we 
scored on a brilliant corner set play we had 
practiced that morning. We did it perfectly and 
everybody was thrilled! We ended up tying the 
game, but we thought that was enough with the 
fantastic corner we had scored. Everybody was 
talking about it all night.  

Monday November 30 

To win the tournament overall, we now had 
either to tie or beat Region IV, the usually 
dominant West Coast states. There would be no 
training session today, just an early game.  

We woke up knowing this was it. We 
approached the field determined to give it our all 
and to fight till the end. Region IV scored first, 
but we responded with a near-post screamer. 
We fought hard and the game finally ended in a 
draw, which won us the championship. We won 
the championship!! 

Later that day I said thank you and good-bye to 
my wonderful coaches and teammates and 
headed back to Minnesota after one of the 
greatest times of my life with a smile on my face. 

Bottom Line 

Minnesota Youth Soccer does a fantastic job 
with ODP and was with me every step of the 
way, flexible when my club’s State Cup games 
conflicted with Spring Festival, and generously 
paid for all of Holdover Camp and most of 
Interregional camp (which other state 
organizations do not). Minnesota Youth Soccer 
is one of the best soccer organizations in 
America. Thank you. 

 


