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On the job at the X

Welcome to the 2013 State High School Hockey Tournament!

In Front you is the most com-
prehensive guide to the teams 
involved in this year’s tournament. 
It was published through the ef-
forts of the Minnesota hockey Hub’s 
editors, writers and contributors, 
all of whom are partners with the 
Minnesota Hockey Coaches Associa-
tion (MHCA).

Class 2A team capsules are lo-
cated in the last half of the guide, 
preceded by the Class 1A team cap-
sules in the first half of the guide. 
the back cover includes both the 
Class 2A and Class 1A brackets. Each 
team capsule includes basic informa-
tion about the program, statistics, 
rosters, coach’s corner, the “trek 
to the x” and a scouting report on 

each team with photos.
Minnesota hockey Hub editor Loren 

Nelson tackled many of the Class 
2A capsules from the metro area. 
You’ll recognize his style as the 
man with his finger on the pulse of 
Minnesota high school hockey.

Minnesota hockey Hub contribu-
tors Zack Friedli (northeastern Min-
nesota), Walker Orenstein and Justin 
Magill (metro area) also contributed 
capsules from their rspective areas.

Tim Kolehmainen, editor of Break-
down Sports USA and a frequent Hub 
contributor, compiled many of the 
Class 1A capsules and a handful of 
Class 2A, as well as teaming with 
Brian Nelson, Adam Crane, katherine 
Matthews and Loren Nelson to pro-
vide all the photos in the guide.

The Minnesota hockey Hub will be 
your complete home of the Minneso-
ta High School Hockey tournament. 
We are pleased to announce that we 
will feature our live in-game scor-
ing and full spotlight coverage 
of every game at the Xcel Energy 
Center for all four days of the 
tournament.

Please accept this invitation to 
join us this week as along with our 
partners, we will bring you the most 
up-to-date and professional cover-
age of the greatest event in high 
school sports.

Thank you for viewing our site 
this season, as it has been a suc-
cess. We look forward to seeing you 
all back next winter!

Rochester Lourdes MarshallBreck St. Thomas Academy

Hermantown Duluth MarshallSt. Cloud Apollo East Grand Forks

Lakeville North EastviewEdina Hill-Murray

Centennial Duluth EastWayzata Moorhead

These are some terrific 
games at the x!

Walker Orenstein

-- Tim Kolehmainen, Editor, Breakdown Sports USA
-- Loren Nelson, Editor, Minnesota Hockey Hub
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Rochester Lourdes Program info
Nickname: Eagles
Conference: Independent
Section: 1A
2012-13 Record: 20-8-0
State trips: 2000, 01, 02, 
03, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13
Coach: Josh Spaniol
Assistants: Kirk Gill, Marc 
Ranfranz, Tom DeVinny, 
Josh Chapman
Home arena: Graham Arena, 
Rochester
Last season: Lost to 
Little Falls in Class 1A 
consolation final, 5-4

By tim Kolehmainen

When Rochester Lourdes gets on a run, it’s best to get out of the way 
or get run over. With a 6-1 victory over mankato West in the Section 1A final 
last Wednesday, the Eagles earned the ninth state tournament bid in pro-
gram history. 

Interestingly, they’ve all come in two bursts of excellence -- the first 
from 2000-03 and the latest five-year string from 2009-13.

“We’re the first team to go to five straight,” said star forward Alex Funk, 
who scored four goals in the section final. “I’ve been blessed to go all four 
years (of my career) to state, and I can’t get enough of my teammates and 
how hard they work.”

It’s about leading by example with funk and his fellow seniors.
The Eagles (20-8-0) are paced by a high-powered top line that includes 

funk, jason samuelson and Ben Weir, all seniors along with top defenseman 
Karl Krecke. The former two players sit 1-2 atop the school’s career scoring 
charts and have combined for 68 goals and 147 points. they’ve been a part of 
four state tournament teams, as has coach Josh Spaniol. Yet they’re still 
searching for their first quarterfinal round victory.

Josh Spaniol

{ Spaniol has guided Rochester 
Lourdes to the state tournament 
in each of his four years as a head 
coach...and was also an assistant on 
the 2009 squad that made it to the 
x. Spaniol has won 85 games in four 
seasons at Lourdes. the eagles are 
0-for-3 in the quarterfinals at state in his tenure. 
Before coming to Lourdes, Spaniol was an assistant at 
Rochester John Marshall for two years. He is a 1994 
graduate of Rochester Mayo. 

Trek to the X
Date	 Opponent	 Score

12/1	 @ St. Thomas	 1-8

12/4	 @ New Prague	 3-2

12/6	 Chanhassen	 4-2

12/8	 SC Cathedral	 6-4

12/13	 Northfield	 4-1

12/15	 @ Red Wing	 8-2

12/27	 Northland Pines (WI)	2-4

12/28	 Ashwaubenon (W()	 1-0

12/29	 WSFLG (WI)	  7-3

1/3	 Breck	 2-7

1/5	 @ Eau Clre Mem (WI)	5-7

1/8	 Mankato West	 3-2

1/10	 @ New Ulm	 7-3

1/12	 Delano	 6-5

1/19	 @ Duluth Marshall	 7-0

1/22	 Monti/AML	 5-1

1/24	 @ Holy Family	 2-4

1/26	 Benilde	 1-6

1/29	 @ Tartan	 2-4

1/31	 @ Albert Lea	 5-1

2/5	 Blake	 5-4

2/7	 @ Rogers	 6-1

2/9	 New Prague	 4-1

2/14	 Prior Lake	 3-1

2/16	 @ Totino-Grace	 2-3

Section 1A Playoffs

2/21	 LSH/St. Peter	 8-2

2/23	 Northfield	 5-4

2/27	 Mankato West	 6-1

Eagles

Prediction
Lourdes will 

have its hands 
full in the 
first round with 
a defensively 
strong east grand 
forks team. It’s 
a contrast in styles, as 
offense is what powers 
the Eagles. Should 
Lourdes advance, look for 
big games from Alex funk 
and jason samuelson.

Jason Samuelson

Andrew EllingsonKarl KreckeAlex Funk

Forwards Defensemen Goalies

Champions of Section 1A

{ Forwards: it’s all about the no. 
1 unit at rochester lourdes, which 
features the two most prolific scorers 
in program history in seniors jason 
samuelson and Alex funk. they’re both 
four-year varsity regulars -- speed 
burners with terrific hands and the 
ability to take over any game, which 
they did in the section 1A final against 
mankato west. Ben Weir adds toughness 
and grit to that line. the trio combined 
for 83 goals and 172 points, nearly 70 
percent of the team’s total offensive 
production. they’ll have to come up 
big should lourdes make a run at the x 
this week.

{ DEFENSE: the eagles have a nice mix 
of defensemen who excel across all 
three zones, anchored by senior two-
year captain karl krecke. sophomore 
griff slightam is built from the 
same mold and could be considered 
1a to krekcke’s 1. senior nathan roth 
is a stay-at-home blue liner who is 
responsible in his own zone. 

{ GOALTENDING: sophomore jack burkel 
has taken over regular duties since 
early february, starting the last 
seven games, including all three in the 
section playoffs.

Team snapshot

No.	 Name	 Gr	POS	 G	 A	Pts
7	 Jason Samuelson	 12	 F	 26	 48	 74
20	 Alex Funk	 12	 F	 42	 31	 73
4	 Ben Weir	 12	 F	 15	 10	 25
12	 Karl Krecke	 12	 D	 8	 17	 25
21	 Griff Slightam	 10	 D	 8	 12	 20
5	 Cody Cossette	 11	 F	 7	 3	 10
11	 Nathan Roth	 12	 D	 1	 6	 7
2	 Montana Streit	 8	 F	 3	 2	 5
9	 Tucker Chapman	 8	 F	 2	 3	 5
10	 Griffen Buck	 12	 F	 2	 3	 5
15	 Mason Carstens	 9	 D	 3	 2	 5
19	 Luke Morrey	 -	 F	 1	 3	 4
3	 Dakota Streit	 10	 D	 0	 3	 3
6	 Lee Brandrup	 12	 F	 0	 2	 2
16	 McKay Carstens	 11	 F	 1	 1	 2
17	 Kane Carstens	 11	 F	 0	 2	 2
8	 Ryan Olney	 11	 F	 0	 1	 1
24	 Lars Anderson	 11	 D	 0	 1	 1
30	 Andrew Ellingson	 12	 G	 0	 1	 1

No.	 Name	 Gr	 W-L-T	 GAA	 SV%
1	 Jack Burkel	 10	 8-4-0	 2.87	 .889
30	 Andrew Ellingson	 12	 12-4-0	 2.95	 .874

By the numbers
Power Play percentage: 	 28.8
penalty kill percentage: 	85.7
goals scored per game: 	 4.25
goals allowed per game: 	3.25

Statistics

ranked 
No.7

?

Inside
  Scoop

Coach’s
corner
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Breck Program info
Nickname: Mustangs
Conference: Tri-Metro
Section: 2A
2012-13 Record: 24-3-1
State trips: 1994, 96, 97, 
2000 Champs, 04 Champs, 09 
Champs, 10 Champs, 11, 12, 13
Coach: Les Larson
Assistants: Pete Larson, 
Josh Tucker
Home arena: Anderson Ice 
Arena, Golden Valley
Last season: Beat Thief 
River Falls in Class 1A 
third-place game, 4-3

By Walker Orenstein

Most predictions for the Class 1A state tournament start and end with 
St. Thomas Academy.  Sure, The Cadets won two straight championships, but 
those expecting a cakewalk must be forgetting about Breck -- and that’s 
exactly the way coach Les Larson wants it.

“We hope that they do,” he said. “We hope that St. Thomas forgets about us, 
too.”

The Mustangs (24-3-1) went toe-to-toe the Cadets in a thrilling 1-0 loss in 
last year’s state tournament semifinals and lost twice by just one goal to 
St. Thomas Academy this season.  If that’s not reason enough for the Ca-
dets to be wary of a potential matchup with Breck, maybe the fact that they 
haven’t lost since January and averaged 7.67 goals per game in sections 
will turn some heads. This is the fifth consecutive state appearance for the 
Mustangs, a squad that knows how to win come tourney time. If Breck can 
make it to the finals, sending the Cadets to Class 2A on a loss would be the 
icing on the cake to a dominant season. 

“We would love to be able to face [St. Thomas Academy] again this year,” 
Larson said. “Especially in the championship game.”

Les Larson

{ In high school, Les Larson manned 
the blue line as a defenseman for Hill 
High School. His trademark as a coach 
however has been his ability to churn 
out dynamic scorers who have carried 
his squads to the state tournament 
every year he’s been at Breck. 
Five years on the bench, five trips to state, and two 
championships in 2009 and 2010 color his resume and an 
incredible 125-20-3 career record shows Larson flat out 
knows how to win in the regular season and the playoffs. 

Trek to the X
Date	 Opponent	 Score

12/1	 @ Duluth Marshall	 2-1

12/4	 @ SC Cathedral	 2-4

12/6	 Mahtomedi	 5-4

12/8	 Delano	 5-3

12/11	 Rogers	 7-2

12/26	 Duluth East	 2-0

12/27	 St. Thomas	 1-2

12/28	 Burnsville	 4-4

1/3	 @ Roch Lourdes	 7-2

1/5	 Providence Ac	 10-1

1/8	 @ Totino-Grace	 5-3

1/10	 @ Minnehaha	 8-3

1/12	 Moorhead	 6-4

1/15	 SP Como Park	 10-0

1/17	 @ SP Johnson	 8-0

1/19	 @ St. Thomas	 1-2

1/22	 @ SPA/MPA	 3-1

1/24	 @ Blake	 10-0

1/29	 @ Providence Ac	 6-2

2/1	 @ Thief Rvr Falls	 3-2

2/2	 @ Bemidji	 7-1

2/9	 Holy Angels	 3-2

2/12	 Holy Family	 5-4

2/14	 SPA/MPA	 4-3

2/16	 Blake	 8-1

Section 2A Playoffs

2/22	 Waconia	 6-1

2/26	 Providence Ac	 11-1

2/28	 Delano	 6-2

Mustangs

Prediction
Breck should 

make it to the 
championship if 
it can slip by 
No. 3-seeded 
Hermantown.  A 
rematch of the 
Mustangs’ 1-0 loss to the 
Cadets in last season’s 
semifinals would be a 
fabulous title game that 
either team could win.

Henry JohnsonDerek WiitalaMAtt Colford

Forwards Defensemen Goalies

Champions of Section 2A

{ Forwards: In three section playoff 
games, the Mustangs’ top line of 
Thomas Lindstrom, Matt Colford, and 
Jack O’Connor combined for 27 points. 
That’s 12 goals and an average of 
nine points per game. Yeah, they’re 
gonna be tough to stop. Outside of 
those three, all of Breck’s forwards 
have the Mustangs’ patented wheeling 
and dealing style. Puck movement is 
constant and their ability to blow 
by defenders with quick skating is 
difficult for anybody to slow down. 

{ DEFENSE: Other teams beware: not 
only can the Mustangs score as 
always, but this year they can defend 
as well. Junior Derek Wiitala leads 
the team, and the return of junior 
Otto Haeg, who missed nearly the 
entire season with a concussion, will 
be a boost to a young and talented 
defensive corps. 

{ GOALTENDING: Henry Johnson isn’t 
the flashiest of goaltenders but he’s 
technically sound, and a huge growth 
spurt this summer has made him a large 
and intimidating presence. When he 
faces enough shots to get in a rhythm, 
Johnson will be tough to beat.

Team snapshot

No.	 Name	 Gr	POS	 G	 A	Pts
23	 Matt Colford	 12	 F	 33	 44	 77
16	 Thomas Lindstrom	 12	 F	 33	 24	 57
17	 Jack O’Connor	 12	 F	 12	 27	 39
19	 Mark Sharp	 11	 F	 17	 12	 29
42	 Michael Orke	 11	 F	 13	 15	 28
8	 Chase Ellingson	 9	 F	 12	 10	 22
13	 Lucas McCormick	 11	 F	 10	 12	 22
18	 Derek Wiitala	 11	 D	 3	 17	 20
14	 David Husband	 10	 F	 6	 13	 19
25	 Ben Gleekel	 12	 F/D	 5	 13	 18
27	 Tyler Lindstrom	 10	 D	 1	 9	 10
4	 Andrew Keiser	 12	 D	 1	 8	 9
28	 Jorgen Salveson	 11	 D	 1	 8	 9
55	 Justin Paulson	 9	 D	 1	 7	 8
77	 Parker Montgomery	 11	 F	 4	 4	 8
21	 Dylon Eggert	 11	 F	 1	 4	 5
29	 Maxwell Schwartzman	11	 F	 1	 1	 2
3	 Otto Haeg	 11	 D	 1	 0	 1
26	 Will Blake	 9	 F	 0	 1	 1
31	 Henry Johnson	 11	 G	 0	 1	 1

No.	 Name	 Gr	 W-L-T	 GAA	 SV%
31	 Henry Johnson	 11	 22-3-1	 1.98	 .915
39	 Stephen Headrick	 10	 2-0-0	 1.50	 .885

By the numbers
Power Play percentage: 	 34.8
penalty kill percentage: 	83.9
goals scored per game: 	 5.54
goals allowed per game: 	1.96

Statistics

ranked 
No.2

?

Inside
  Scoop

Coach’s
corner



Minnesota Hockey HubState Tourney
preview

March
2013

Marshall Program info
Nickname: Tigers
Conference: Southwest
Section: 3A
2012-13 Record: 14-10-1
State trips: 2013
Coach: Dave Coudert
Assistants: Scott 
Mellenthin, Aaron 
Schroeder, Michael Weiss
Home arena: Lyon County 
Ice Arena, Marshall
Last season: Lost to 
Luverne in Section 3A 
semifinals, 4-3

By Tim Kolehmainen

One of the greatest moments of any state tournament is the excitement 
of a first-time participant. Breaking through that first time -- no matter 
the outcome once there -- is something a program experiences just once. 
this year, Marshall gets that honor.

“It’s unbelievable for our seniors,” said coach dave Coudert after the 
tigers beat hutchinson in overtime in the section 3A final to advance to the 
class 1A tournament. 

“I had them as bantams and to watch them grow up as high school players...
it’s great to see them go out like this,” said Coudert, who is in his first 
year after coaching three years in the bantam program in marshall. 

Coudert is certainly realistic about what awaits the tigers when they get 
to st. paul on Wednesday. After the section championship game, he wanted 
to just soak in the moment and not worry about tomorrow, for as he said, 
“knowing what our draw may be, we’re just going to sit back on the bus and 
enjoy it right now.”

as its coach predicted, marshall (14-10-1) pulled second-seeded breck (24-3-
1) in the state quarterfinals at 11 a.m., wednesday, march 6.

Dave Coudert

{ In his first season as head coach 
at Marshall, coudert has taken the 
program where it hasn’t been before 
-- the class 1a state tournament. 
Coudert moved up from coaching the 
town’s bantam a program the previous 
three seasons, so he was familiar with 
many of the key players on this year’s team. he also has 
coached for the reebok minnesota high performance 15s 
team and in the minnesota united aaa program. coudert 
moved to marshall from omaha, neb., four years ago.

Trek to the X
Date	 Opponent	 Score

11/27	 @ Worthington	 7-0

11/29	 @ Windom	 4-5

12/1	 @ Hutchinson	 8-5

12/4	 @ Luverne	 4-1

12/6	 New Ulm	 2-4

12/13	 @ Redwood Valley	 4-1

12/15	 Willmar	 2-3

12/21	 @ LSH/St. Peter	 2-0

12/26	 Bloom Kennedy	 1-5

12/27	 Winona	 3-3

12/28	 Hudson (WI)	 1-4

1/3	 Luverne	 0-7

1/8	 Worthington	 3-0

1/12	 @ Litch/D-C	 0-2

1/15	 Windom	 2-1

1/17	 Morris/Benson	 5-2

1/22	 Redwood Valley	 5-1

1/26	 Fairmont	 8-2

1/29	 @ Morris/Benson	 5-4

1/31	 @ New Ulm	 1-7

2/5	 @ Sioux Falls (SD)	 3-6

2/12	 LSH/St. Peter	 2-5

Section 3A Playoffs

2/21	 Windom	 4-0

2/23	 Luverne	 5-3

2/27	 Hutchinson	 3-2

Tigers

Prediction
the tigers don’t 

get a pass in 
their first state 
tournament, as 
their quarterfinal 
opponent is 
powerful breck. 
realistically, it will be 
tough for the first-
time program to beat the 
mustangs, but if they do, 
goalie mason campion must 
have a huge game.

Mason Campion

Mason campionBrent HaukomAndrew Bell

Forwards Defensemen Goalies

Champions of Section 3A

{ Forwards: up front, Marshall is 
a senior-laden group with plenty of 
experience, albeit not one familiar 
with hockey in March. The line of quinn 
Horvath, Beau Mikel and Corey Clark 
has been anchoring the team’s offense 
all season. They’ve combined for 48 of 
the team’s 84 goals. senior Leo Zerr 
also can bury the puck, while junior 
alex Buysse netted the game-winner in 
overtime of the section championship 
against hutchinson. 

{ DEFENSE: the tigers’ defensive corps 
is a stay-at-home group in general, 
shutting down opposing teams in their 
own zone and letting the forwards 
work their offensive magic. Seniors Adam 
McVey and Austin Leek, junior Brett 
Haukom and sophomores Levi Hedman and 
casper larsen work the blue line.

{ GOALTENDING: throughout the section 
3A playoffs, the Tigers’ strength was  
with junior mason campion. He was huge 
in leading marshall to an upset over 
top-seeded luverne in the semifinals 
and made 32 saves in the section final. 
in three section games, he stopped 95.2 
percent of the shots he faced -- and 
will have to do the same for the Tigers 
at state.

Team snapshot

No.	 Name	 Gr	POS	 G	 A	Pts
4	 Quinn Horvath	 12	 F	 21	 15	 36
11	 Beau Mikel	 12	 F	 16	 15	 31
21	 Corey Clark	 12	 F	 11	 13	 24
8	 Leo Zerr	 12	 F	 9	 7	 16
6	 Alex Buysse	 11	 F	 3	 9	 12
15	 Tyler Untiedt	 12	 F	 4	 8	 12
16	 Andrew Bell	 11	 F	 5	 5	 10
22	 Adam McVey	 12	 D	 2	 5	 7
10	 Derek Rasmussen	 10	 F	 5	 1	 6
18	 Levi Hedman	 10	 D	 2	 4	 6
20	 Austin Leek	 12	 D	 2	 4	 6
13	 Brent Haukom	 11	 D	 1	 3	 4
17	 Casper Larsen	 10	 D	 1	 3	 4
14	 Taylor Rasmussen	 11	 F	 1	 2	 3
7	 Blaine Moran	 10	 F	 0	 2	 2
3	 Nate Hoeft	 10	 D	 0	 1	 1
5	 Taylor Pickthorn	 10	 F	 0	 1	 1
12	 Randy Louwagie	 12	 F	 0	 1	 1
26	 Walker Werpy	 -	 F	 1	 0	 1

No.	 Name	 Gr	 W-L-T	 GAA	 SV%
1	 Mason Campion	 11	 11-4-1	 2.65	 .904
30	 Adam Cavazos	 12	 3-6-0	 3.20	 .889

By the numbers
Power Play percentage: 	 22.9
penalty kill percentage: 	80.3
goals scored per game: 	 3.36
goals allowed per game: 	2.88

Statistics

unranked

?

Inside
  Scoop

Coach’s
corner
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Program info
Nickname: Cadets
Conference: Classic 
Suburban
Section: 4A
2012-13 Record: 24-2-2
State trips: 1999, 2005, 06 
Champs, 07, 08 Champs, 11 
Champs, 12 Champs, 13
Coach: Tom and Greg 
Vannelli
Assistants: Mike Vannelli, 
Greg Monahan, Jerry 
Maybrey
Home arena: St. Thomas Ice 
Arena, Mendota Heights
Last season: Beat 
Hermantown in Class 1A 
final, 5-1

By justin Magill

Many coaches around the state who have played the Cadets consider 
them the best team in the state -- regardless of class.

St. Thomas Academy will make a run at its third straight state title and, 
for the final time, will be in the Class 1A tournament.

The Cadets will be moving up to Class 2A next season and had a bit of a 
dress rehearsal this season -- They played Classic Suburban Conference 
rival Hill-Murray three times and went 1-1-1. The tie came in the Schwan Cup 
Gold Division final, where the Pioneers defeated St. Thomas Academy in a 
shootout.  It also played Minnetonka, losing 3-1, and defeated annual Class 
2A state powers Edina and Benilde-St. Margaret’s. 

And who can forget the 3-2 win against Shattuck-St. Mary’s?
St. Thomas Academy has been the No. 1-ranked team for almost the entire 

season and flexed its muscle in the Section 4A playoffs, not allowing a 
single goal.

It will take on St. Cloud Apollo in the quarterfinals of the Class 1A state 
tournament on Wednesday, March 6.

Greg and Tom Vannelli

{ Greg (pictured at right) and Tom 
Vannelli have been the co-coaches at 
St. Thomas Academy since the 2003-
04 season. The school has won all 
four of its titles since the Vannellis 
joined the staff and have made it to 
the tournament for the seventh time. 
Tom served as a co-head coach at Cretin-Derham Hall prior 
to taking the same position with his brother Greg at St. 
Thomas Academy and was also a member of the University 
of Minnesota national championship teams in 1974 and 
1976. Greg is a graduate of St. Thomas Academy and the 
University of St. Thomas and played hockey at both.

Trek to the X
Date	 Opponent	 Score

12/1	 Rochester Lourdes	 8-1

12/4	 @ Holy Family	 6-1

12/6	 @ Minnetonka	 1-3

12/11	 Cretin-DH	 6-1

12/15	 Hill-Murray	 2-1

12/20	 @ North St. Paul	 8-0

12/22	 South St. Paul	 6-1

12/26	 Edina	 2-1

12/27	 Breck	 2-1

12/28	 Hill-Murray	 1-1

1/3	 @ Mahtomedi	 3-0

1/5	 Tartan	 7-2

1/10	 Benilde	 3-1

1/12	 @ Duluth Marshall	 4-1

1/16	 @ Shattuck	 3-2

1/19	 Breck	 2-1

1/24	 @ Hill-Murray	 1-3

1/26	 North St. Paul	 6-1

1/29	 Totino-Grace	 6-1

1/31	 @ South St. Paul	 5-0

2/2	 Mahtomedi	 4-1

2/7	 @ Tartan	 4-4

2/9	 @ Simley	 13-1

2/12	 @ Richfield	 16-0

2/16	 Henry Sibley	 9-1

Section 4A Playoffs

2/21	 Henry Sibley	 8-0

2/26	 Chisago Lakes	 7-0

3/1	 Totino-Grace	 3-0

Prediction
St. Thomas 

Academy has not 
lost to a Class 
1A school since 
the Section 4A 
finals in 2010. The 
Cadets will go in 
as the heavy favorites 
and rightfully so in their 
final season in Class 1A. 

{ Forwards: Near the midpoint of the 
season St. Thomas Academy switched 
up its lines, which put sophomores 
Tommy Novak and Christiano Versich with 
senior captain Alex Johnson. The three 
combined for 128 points. Novak has the 
maturity of a veteran and hands so 
good that he can lose you in a phone 
booth. There is also Henry Hart, who 
can fly by the defense with his speed 
and has the sniper mentality to pick a 
corner from anywhere on the ice. 

{ DEFENSE: “They might have the best 
defense in the state, regardless of 
what class they are in,” Totino-Grace 
coach Mark Loahr said. St. Thomas 
Academy only allowed 32 goals this 
season, none in section play and have 
not been scored on in 183 minutes, 41 
seconds of game time. Jack Dougherty, 
Wyatt Schmidt, Alec Broetzman and T.J. 
Samec anchor that d-corps. 

{ GOALTENDING: David Zevnik has not 
lost in the postseason in his three-
year career and will look to capture 
his third state title . Zevnik is a 
Frank Brimsek Award finalist for the 
state’s top senior goalie. In six state 
tournament games Zevnik has allowed 
only six goals. 

Team snapshot

No.	 Name	 Gr	POS	 G	 A	Pts
15	 Tom Novak	 10	 F	 26	 27	 53
19	 Alex Johnson	 12	 F	 16	 23	 39
20	 Christiano Versich	 10	 F	 14	 22	 36
14	 Henry Hart	 12	 F	 17	 15	 32
2	 Jack Dougherty	 11	 D	 5	 23	 28
6	 Tony Bretzman	 12	 D	 5	 21	 26
23	 Matt Perry	 12	 F	 13	 9	 22
10	 Peter Tufto	 10	 F	 4	 14	 18
3	 T.J. Samec	 12	 D	 4	 13	 17
21	 Alec Broetzman	 10	 F	 10	 7	 17
4	 Wyatt Schmidt	 12	 D	 2	 14	 16
7	 Jack Stang	 12	 F	 3	 13	 16
16	 Gunnar Regan	 12	 F	 8	 8	 16
18	 Austin Sattler	 12	 F	 5	 7	 12
22	 Dan McManus	 12	 F	 6	 6	 12
9	 Jack Geiser	 12	 F	 5	 5	 10
17	 Seamus Donohue	 10	 D	 0	 6	 6
8	 Mario Bognanno	 11	 F	 3	 2	 5
12	 Zach Weier	 11	 D	 1	 4	 5
11	 Danny Weihnrach		  F	 2	 2	 4
5	 Jim Dolan	 11	 D	 0	 2	 2
30	 David Zevnik	 12	 G	 0	 1	 1

No.	 Name	 Gr	 W-L-T	 GAA	 SV%
30	 David Zevnik	 12	 22-2-2	 1.16	 .942
1	 Conor Murphy	 12	 2-0-0	 0.38	 .973

By the numbers
Power Play percentage: 	 40.0
penalty kill percentage: 	89.1
goals scored per game: 	 5.36
goals allowed per game: 	1.14

Statistics

ranked 
No.1

?

St. Thomas Acad.
Cadets

David ZevnikWyatt SchmidtTom Novak

Forwards Defensemen Goalies

Champions of Section 4A
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Hermantown Program info
Nickname: Hawks
Conference: Lake Superior
Section: 5A
2012-13 Record: 23-4-1
State trips: 1994, 98, 99, 
2001, 06, 07 Champs, 10, 11, 
12, 13
Coach: Bruce Plante
Assistants: Daryl 
Illikainen, Craig Peterson, 
Matt Swanson, Nate Buck
Home arena: Hermantown 
Arena, Hermantown
Last season: Lost to St. 
Thomas Academy in Class 
1A final, 5-1

By Zack Friedli

Bruce Plante’s formula to success over the years isn’t a complicated 
one. All it takes for a successful team, according to the longtime coach, is 
a little dedication to the Hermantown program and a lot of senior leader-
ship.

That’s what has made the Hawks the envy of almost all other Class 1A 
schools over the past few years. Hermantown can lose a boatload of talent 
after each winter, yet still find a way to make its march back to St. Paul 
the next.

But that’s what will happen when a lineup can be littered with seniors. The 
kids stay in Hermantown to get a chance on the big stage, and, if they fight 
through the ranks, that’s exactly what they’ll receive.

This year the Hawks have eight seniors and a few skilled juniors that ac-
count for most of their production.

Most of those kids have had to pay their dues with the junior varsity for a 
year or two before they were promoted to the big club.

It’s been worth the wait. The Hawks are back at the Xcel Energy Center, 
and they’ll be looking to take home the prize that has eluded them on cham-

Bruce Plante

{ Plante was a goaltender for 
cloquet in high school and that 
helps explain why his teams always 
seem to find a way to remain strong 
defensively, even while they’re scoring 
goals in bunches. the longtime -- and 
outspoken -- coach of Hermantown 
is hoping to lead his team back to a fourth consecutive 
class 1a championship game. His “public school champion” 
hawks have lost the three previous to breck (2010) and 
st. thomas academy (2011-12).

Trek to the X
Date	 Opponent	 Score

11/30	 Sauk Rapids	 13-0

12/1	 Orono	 8-0

12/7	 Hopkins	 3-2

12/8	 @ Thief Rvr Falls	 7-1

12/18	 @ Virginia/MIB	 9-3

12/20	 @ Duluth Denfeld	 4-5

12/22	 Rogers	 11-2

12/26	 Anoka	 10-1

12/27	 Hastings	 8-3

12/28	 Eagan	 5-5

1/3	 Duluth Marshall	 4-3

1/5	 Int’l Falls	 4-1

1/8	 Grand Rapids	 4-5

1/11	 @ SC Cathedral	 4-5

1/12	 @ Little Falls	 3-2

1/15	 Superior (WI)	 4-5

1/19	 @ Bemidji	 8-1

1/24	 @ Proctor	 11-0

1/26	 @ New Prague	 9-1

1/31	 Cloquet	 4-1

2/2	 @ Totino-Grace	 4-0

2/5	 Duluth Denfeld	 7-1

2/7	 @ Superior (WI)	 5-2

2/9	 @ Red Wing	 7-2

2/15	 @ Hibbing	 3-2

Section 5A Playoffs

2/21	 Proctor	 10-0

2/23	 Rogers	 9-0

3/1	 SC Cathedral	 4-1

Hawks

Prediction
Everyone knows 

that Hermantown 
will be hungry to 
kick the runner-
up tag and get 
its first Class 
1A title since 
2007. But can the Hawks 
do it? If they get the 
consistent production 
that they’ve been getting 
all year, we like their 
chances.

Chris Benson

Adam SmithJAke ZeleznikarTravis Koepke

Forwards Defensemen Goalies

Champions of Section 5A

{ Forwards: A 7.40 goals per game 
average proves that Hermantown knows 
how to put the puck in the net, and 
the Hawks will overpower opponents on 
the scoreboard with ease. The top line 
of Chris Benson, Travis Koepke and Bo 
Gronseth hold the sticks that stir the 
offensive drink for the Hawks, as they 
combined for 72 goals and 168 points 
during the season. 

{ DEFENSE: The Hawks have maybe 
the best one-two punch at the blue-
line in the whole state with Jake 
Zeleznikar and Neal Pionk manning 
the point. The duo combined for 25 
goals and 68 points, and they did it 
while playing against opposing teams’ 
big guns all year, proving that they 
not only contribute offensively, but 
they’ll also cause headaches with their 
shutdown abilities in their own end. 

{ GOALTENDING: Adam Smith and Jace 
Thomas split time in the crease during 
the regular season, but it’s been 
Smith’s job down the stretch. During 
that time, Smith has racked up a 12-0-1 
record, a .917 saves percentage and a 
1.60 goals against average.

Team snapshot

No.	 Name	 Gr	POS	 G	 A	Pts
20	 Chris Benson	 12	 F	 29	 36	 65
5	 Bo Gronseth	 12	 F	 36	 36	 62
27	 Travis Koepke	 12	 F	 27	 35	 62
4	 Jake Zeleznikar	 12	 D	 11	 34	 45
9	 Neal Pionk	 11	 D	 16	 18	 34
23	 Scott Wasbotten	 11	 F	 16	 12	 28
6	 Nate Pionk	 10	 F	 11	 12	 23
13	 Zach Kramer	 11	 F	 7	 16	 23
3	 Christian Wasbotten	 12	 D	 4	 14	 18
8	 Kori Ochs	 11	 F	 7	 10	 17
11	 Ryan Carlson	 11	 D	 5	 10	 15
29	 Grant Sega	 12	 F	 7	 7	 14
28	 Lane LeGarde	 12	 F	 4	 9	 13
7	 Ryan Kero	 10	 F	 5	 5	 10
2	 Joe Muehlbauer	 12	 D	 2	 7	 9
12	 Luke Jacques	 11	 D	 5	 3	 8
14	 Jared Zeleznikar	 10	 F	 2	 3	 5
18	 Parker Hawk	 10	 F	 2	 0	 2

No.	 Name	 Gr	 W-L-T	 GAA	 SV%
35	 Adam Smith	 11	 15-0-1	 1.42	 .926
33	 Jace Thomas	 11	 8-4-0	 2.54	 .861

By the numbers
Power Play percentage: 	 36.7
penalty kill percentage: 	85.0
goals scored per game: 	 7.40
goals allowed per game: 	1.93

Statistics

ranked 
No.3

?
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corner
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St. Cloud Apollo Program info
Nickname: Eagles
Conference: Central Lakes
Section: 6A
2012-13 Record: 18-10-0
State trips: 1984, 2013
Coach: Pete Matanich
Assistants: Cale Finseth, 
Dan Lahr
Home arena: St. Cloud 
Municipal Athletic 
Complex, St. Cloud
Last season: Lost to 
Sartell-St. Stephen in 
Section 6A quarterfinals, 
3-0

By Tim Kolehmainen

It’s been a while since the state tournament had a st. cloud apollo 
squad in the bracket. twenty-nine years to be exact. 

Recently, the Eagles haven’t even been that close. This year’s 18 victories 
were the most since the 2001-02 team went 19-7-0. The ensuing decade was 
a tough stretch since for the Eagles, including five seasons in which they 
lost at least 20 games.

But that’s all behind them now after an upset of top-seeded little falls 
in the Section 6A final last Thursday, Feb. 28. 

Apollo is going dancing.
“I played at apollo in the 1990s and We made it to some section semis and 

some finals, but were never able to pull the trigger,” said coach Pete Ma-
tanich. “It’s unreal.”

Unreal certainly has described the play of Apollo’s top line of jared 
Christen, Paul Kenney and Jason omann, which powered the team through the 
playoffs. Each had a hat trick in the section tournament and have been among 
the state scoring leaders all season. They are the engine that drives the 
Eagles’ train.

Pete Matanich

{ Matanich was an assistant coach at 
St. Cloud Tech for seven years before 
taking the head coaching job at st. 
cloud apollo in 2009. The 1997 Apollo 
graduate and 2004 graduate of St. 
Cloud State University has overseen 
the resurgence of the eagles’ 
program, including the first winning season since 2001-02 
and the first state tournament berth since 1984.

Trek to the X
Date	 Opponent	 Score

11/24	 @ Camb-Isanti	 5-4

11/29	 Bemidji	 3-6

12/1	 Breck/Wahpeton	 7-0

12/4	 @ Prairie Centre	 9-2

12/6	 @ Princeton	 3-6

12/11	 Brainerd	 3-4

12/13	 @ River Lakes	 8-2

12/18	 @ Alexandria	 2-0

12/20	 @ Willmar	 6-2

12/26	 SC Cathedral	 2-6

12/27	 Sauk Rapids	 4-5

12/28	 SC Tech	 3-4

1/3	 Sartell	 5-2

1/8	 @ Northern Lakes	 8-5

1/10	 @ Fergus Falls	 7-3

1/15	 @ SC Tech	 1-7

1/17	 Little Falls	 2-4

1/19	 @ Bloom Kennedy	 5-4

1/22	 @ Brainerd	 2-3

1/24	 River Lakes	 2-0

1/29	 Alexandria	 3-1

1/31	 Willmar	 2-1

2/5	 @ Sartell	 5-2

2/7	 @ Sauk Rapids	 7-3

2/14	 Fergus Falls	 4-5

Section 6A Playoffs

2/19	 Wadena-DC	 10-0

2/23	 Fergus Falls	 7-3

2/28	 Little Falls	 6-3

Eagles

Prediction
Apollo has the 

unenviable task 
of drawing top-
seeded and two-
time defending 
state champion St. 
Thomas Academy 
in the quarterfinals. An 
upset? Unlikely, although 
it will be interesting 
to see apollo’s top line 
go up against the stout 
defense of the cadets.

Nick AlthausBrandon BlochJared Christen

Forwards Defensemen Goalies

Champions of Section 6A

{ Forwards: Apollo will likely go as 
far as the top line of Jared Christian, 
Paul Kenney and Jason Omann takes 
it. The trio combined for 88 goals 
and 207 points during the year. In 
three playoffs games, each one of 
them had a hat trick, Christen in the 
quarters against Wadena-Deer Creek, 
Kenney in the semis versus Fergus 
FAlls and Omann against Little falls 
in the finals. “That whole line kind 
of revolves around each other,” said 
Matanich. “One of them will score for 
us on any given night. They’re fun to 
watch.” 

{ DEFENSE: The Eagles have a good mix 
of veteran defensemen such as seniors 
Jordan keller and Brandon Bloch along 
with youngsters such as freshman 
tanner Breidenbach and sophomore grady 
ewing. yet they’ve been overlooked with 
the offensive output of the Eagles. 

{ GOALTENDING: freshman nick 
althaus has played beyond his years, 
particularly over the past six weeks. 
He’s won eight of his last nine starts 
with a pair of shutouts. “Throughout 
the course of the year, with pressure 
it seems like he plays better,” said 
Matanich.

Team snapshot

No.	 Name	 Gr	POS	 G	 A	Pts
10	 Jared Christen	 12	 F	 42	 40	 82
22	 Paul Kenney	 11	 F	 27	 39	 66
13	 Jason Omann	 10	 F	 19	 40	 59
27	 Jordan Keller	 12	 D	 7	 14	 21
17	 Brandon Bloch	 12	 D	 6	 14	 20
7	 Tanner Breidenbach	 9	 D	 5	 10	 15
12	 Dallas Haugen	 11	 F	 8	 6	 14
21	 Brandon Bissett	 9	 F	 7	 7	 14
16	 Jacob Kemp	 11	 F	 5	 5	 10
14	 Grady Ewing	 10	 D	 1	 7	 8
2	 Erik Jarosch	 12	 D/F	 0	 6	 6
19	 Steven Maus	 10	 F	 0	 5	 5
3	 Cooper Lynch	 11	 F	 2	 2	 4
11	 Hunter Simonson	 10	 F	 1	 3	 4
4	 Brandon Baker	 9	 D	 0	 2	 2
8	 Trevor Vossen	 9	 F	 0	 1	 1
23	 Eric Christensen	 11	 D/F	 1	 0	 1
32	 Nick Althaus	 9	 G	 0	 1	 1

No.	 Name	 Gr	 W-L-T	 GAA	 SV%
32	 Nick Althaus	 9	 18-9-0	 3.06	 .871
30	 Mitchell Lowell	 9	 0-1-0	 6.04	 .600

By the numbers
Power Play percentage: 	 23.3
penalty kill percentage: 	77.7
goals scored per game: 	 4.68
goals allowed per game: 	3.48

Statistics

unranked

?
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Duluth Marshall Program info
Nickname: Hilltoppers
Conference: Lake Superior
Section: 7A
2012-13 Record: 16-12-0
State trips: 2001, 05, 06, 
07, 08, 12, 13
Coach: Brendan Flaherty
Assistants: Dale Jago, 
Jason Watt, Mike curry
Home arena: MARS Lakeview 
Arena, Duluth
Last season: Lost to 
Little Falls in Class 1A 
consolation semifinals, 
5-4

By Zack Friedli

Sky-high expectations at the start of the season gave way to seemingly 
endless frustration by the end of January for Duluth Marshall. But as any 
veteran coach will tell you, it’s about building toward the playoffs.

Brendan Flaherty’s Hilltoppers got healthy and found their stride midway 
through February, then finally started playing at a level that matched their 
preseason expectations.

An overtime loss to Cloquet/Esko/Carlton was where Flaherty saw his 
team come together, and a statement win against St. Cloud Cathedral on 
the road to close the regular season built a little swagger in the Duluth 
Marshall locker room.

Now the HillToppers are back in the Class 1A tournament after storming 
through the section 7A playoffs with wins over Eveleth-Gilbert, Hibbing/Ch-
isholm and Duluth Denfeld. And the confidence of Duluth Marshall is as high 
as it’s ever been. Flaherty and his team will be banking on that newly re-
stored poise on Wednesday when they square off with Hermantown. The Hawks 
already beat the HillToppers this year, but as one Duluth Marshall player 
put it after the section final win, the HillToppers are a playoff team.

Brendan Flaherty

{ Flaherty is in his 18th season 
guiding the hilltoppers and has a 
career record of 321-179-13. Three 
times he’s been named the section 
coach of the year and this is his 
eighth section title. Flaherty has 
also taken the hilltoppers to three 
class 1A championship games, but came up short each time. 
He’s coached dozens of eventual college hockey players, 
including 2012 hobey baker recipient Jack connolly of umd. 
Flaherty is a 1982 graduate of the marshall (back when it 
was called Duluth Cathedral). 

Trek to the X
Date	 Opponent	 Score

11/23	 Roseville	 6-0

11/24	 Mounds view	 3-1

12/1	 Breck	 1-2

12/4	 @ Hibbing	 3-2

12/8	 @ Blake	 4-2

12/14	 @ Grand Rapids	 0-2

12/15	 Crookston	 4-0

12/21	 Benilde	 1-6

12/27	 Madison Edgewd (WI)	7-1

12/28	 Appleton East (WI)	 9-0

12/29	 Notre Dame Ac (WI)	 3-6

1/3	 @ Hermantown	 3-4

1/5	 Totino-Grace	 1-6

1/10	 Superior (WI)	 5-1

1/12	 St. Thomas	 1-4

1/19	 Rochester Lourdes	0-7

1/25	 @ Warroad	 2-3

1/26	 @ Thief Rvr Falls	 2-4

1/31	 Duluth Denfeld	 1-8

2/2	 @ Eveleth	 10-1

2/5	 Proctor	 6-0

2/7	 Virginia/MIB	 4-0

2/12	 Greenway	 11-0

2/14	 @ Cloquet	 2-3

2/16	 @ SC Cathedral	 3-1

Section 7A Playoffs

2/21	 Eveleth	 6-1

2/23	 Hibbing	 3-2

2/27	 Duluth Denfeld	 3-2

Hilltoppers

Prediction
Getting past 

Hermantown will be 
the first step -- 
and the only one 
on the minds of 
Duluth Marshall 
at this point -- 
but if the Toppers can 
upset the Hawks, who 
knows what this team can 
accomplish. Confidence 
goes a long, long way in 
high school sports.

Kris Mckinzie

Caden FlahertyKyle JonesJeremy Lopez

Forwards Defensemen Goalies

Champions of Section 7A

{ Forwards: Duluth Marshall’s depth 
at forward makes it a line-matching 
nightmare. Between high-scoring 
Jeremy Lopez, Matthew Klassen and 
Kris McKinzie, along with talented 
two-way forwards Connor Flaherty 
and Michael Damberg, the Toppers 
boast a good mix of speed, skill and 
grit up front. Young players, like 
Jack Dodd, Cam McClure and Derek 
Farrell are settling into roles 
nicely, too. 

{ DEFENSE: The Toppers are pretty 
inexperienced at the blue line, 
but they’ve been able to adapt 
throughout the year and feel as 
though they have a good group of 
defensemen at this point in the year. 
That group has only been solidified 
by the transition from forward by 
Anthony Miller, who got a ton of ice 
time and looked like a seasoned vet in 
the section tournament. 

{ GOALTENDING: Caden Flaherty is 
the go-to guy for Duluth Marshall, 
and he’ll have to be at his best for 
the Toppers to stay hot.

Team snapshot

No.	 Name	 Gr	POS	 G	 A	Pts
7	 Jeremy Lopez	 12	 F	 12	 34	 36
8	 Kris Mckinzie	 12	 F	 21	 13	 34
19	 Matthew Klassen	 12	 F	 15	 8	 23
14	 Connor Flaherty	 12	 F	 10	 9	 19
12	 Michael Damberg	 12	 F	 7	 11	 18
16	 Luke Pavelich	 11	 F	 9	 9	 18
5	 Kyle Jones	 11	 D	 3	 14	 17
15	 Anthony Miller	 11	 F	 6	 10	 16
23	 Jack Dodd	 10	 F	 1	 12	 13
27	 Cam McClure	 10	 F	 5	 8	 13
6	 John Mckenna	 10	 F	 3	 6	 9
4	 Nate Sepp	 10	 D	 2	 6	 8
9	 Kyle Mckinzie	 10	 D	 1	 7	 8
11	 Joe Daly	 11	 F	 2	 6	 8
17	 Derek Farrell	 10	 F	 2	 5	 7
22	 Jordon Fralich	 10	 D	 2	 5	 7
10	 Lane Krenzen	 9	 D	 3	 2	 5
21	 Brady Nash	 11	 D	 1	 4	 5
24	 Nate Johnson	 10	 D	 0	 4	 4
26	 Lane Eliason	 11	 F	 1	 2	 3

No.	 Name	 Gr	 W-L-T	 GAA	 SV%
31	 Caden Flaherty	 12	 11-6-0	 2.28	 .927
30	 Alex Murray	 10	 5-6-0	 2.67	 .908

By the numbers
Power Play percentage: 	 16.8
penalty kill percentage: 	82.2
goals scored per game: 	 3.79
goals allowed per game: 	1.93

Statistics

ranked 
No.13

?
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  Scoop
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East Grand Forks Program info
Nickname: Green Wave
Conference: Mariucci
Section: 8A
2012-13 Record: 22-3-3
State trips: 1971, 80, 82, 
98, 99, 2001, 02, 13
Coach: Tyler Palmiscno
Assistants: Scott Oliver, 
Chad Dahlen, Nick Bydal
Home arena: East Grand 
Forks Civic Center, East 
Grand Forks
Last season: Lost to 
Thief River Falls in 
Section 8A final, 4-1

By Tim Kolehmainen

Sure, East Grand Forks had high hopes for its hockey team this winter. 
But even the most optimistic Green Wave fan had to be surprised by what 
transpired. Call it a dream season.

“It’s pretty surreal,” said senior kolton aubol following a 2-0 whitewash-
ing of warroad in the section 8A final, a result that sent the Green Wave 
(22-3-3) to the state tournament for the first time since 2002.

A young defensive corps and first-year starting goaltender Tanner Lind-
strom jelled almost instantly, powering the Green Wave into mid-January 
as the state’s last remaining unbeaten team. Even after a two-game losing 
streak took away some of the luster, East Grand Forks rallied with a domi-
nant stretch the rest of the way. 

In all, the Green Wave were one of the stingiest teams in the state, al-
lowing just 1.57 goals per game and posting 10 shutouts.

“We all fight together and we’re all out here to win and we’re all out here 
to play for each other,” said sophomore tye Ausmus, listing defensive mates 
eddie Eades, taylor brierley and colton poolman -- none of them seniors. 
“we’re brothers out there on the ice.”

Tyler Palmiscno

{ In his first year as the solo head 
coach, palmiscno has the green wave 
in the state tournament for the first 
time since 2002. he’s been co-coaching 
East grand forks the past few 
seasons after a successful playing 
career. the 1998 east grand forks 
graduate followed in the footsteps of his father (tony) 
and uncle (steve) by playing at the university of north 
dakota. He was also a three-year letterwinner in high 
school in football as a quarterback and in golf, playing 
in the state tournament as a senior.

Trek to the X
Date	 Opponent	 Score

11/27	 @ Park Rapids	 5-0

11/30	 @ SC Cathedral	 4-0

12/1	 @ Totino-Grace	 4-4

12/4	 @ Bemidji	 5-0

12/11	 @ Grafton/PR (ND)	 6-2

12/14	 Warroad	 5-3

12/18	 GF Central (ND)	 6-0

12/20	 @ Crookston	 7-2

12/27	 Bismck Century (ND)	8-1

12/28	 GF Central (ND)	 4-3

12/29	 GF Red River (ND)	 2-2

1/3	 GF Red River (ND)	  3-2

1/5	 Lake of the Woods	 9-0

1/10	 Red Lake Falls	 6-0

1/15	 Roseau	 3-0

1/17	 @ Moorhead	 3-4

1/22	 Thief Rvr Falls	 2-6

1/24	 @ GF Red River (ND)	 4-0

1/25	 Bemidji	 4-0

1/29	 Crookston	 7-2

1/31	 @ GF Central (ND)	 3-2

2/2	 @ Warroad	 4-4

2/5	 Kittson Central	 3-1

2/12	 @ Thief Rvr Falls	 2-1

2/14	 @ Roseau	 2-3

Section 8A Playoffs

2/21	 Lake of the Woods	 6-1

2/23	 Crookston	 4-1

2/28	 Warroad	 2-0

Green Wave

Prediction
Of all the 

teams outside of 
the “big three” 
of St. thomas 
Academy, Breck 
and Hermantown, 
it appears east 
grand forks has the best 
chance to win a title. 
outstanding team defense 
has been the Green Wave’s 
hallmark and will be what 
carries them forward.

Tanner Lindstrom

Tanner LindstromColton PoolmanTommy Hajicek

Forwards Defensemen Goalies

Champions of Section 8A

{ Forwards: East Grand Forks is one 
of the deeper -- and more balanced 
-- class 1A teams in the field. Senior 
Tommy Hajicek led the team with 20 
goals and 43 points, but another six 
forwards had at least nine goals and 18 
points. that production is also well-
balanced between grade levels. Hajicek 
and seniors Kolton Aubol, Nick Korynta 
and Rayce Martin are the veterans, but 
a look at the leaderboard also shows 
representation from juniors (Brandon 
Loven), sophomores (Dixon Bowen and 
Reed Corbid) and freshmen (Tanner 
Tweten and Grant Loven). 

{ DEFENSE: The strength of the team 
has been on the blue line. The Quartet 
of juniors Eddie Eades, Taylor Brierley 
and Colton Poolman and sophomore Tye 
Ausmus has a great mix of size (eades 
is an imposing heavy hitter), speed and 
skill. 

{ GOALTENDING: Tanner Lindstrom was 
an unknown coming into his senior year 
as a career varsity backup. He’s not 
unknown anymore. Not after winning 15 
of his 21 starts and racking up seven 
of the team’s 10 shutouts. He’s a big 
goaltender who likes to spread out and 
fill as much of the net as possible.

Team snapshot

No.	 Name	 Gr	POS	 G	 A	Pts
17	 Tommy Hajicek	 12	 F	 20	 23	 43
9	 Dixon Bowen	 10	 F	 15	 21	 36
19	 Tanner Tweten	 9	 F	 17	 18	 35
14	 Kolton Aubol	 12	 F	 14	 13	 27
18	 Brandon Loven	 11	 F	 8	 17	 25
29	 Grant Loven	 9	 F	 10	 14	 24
27	 Eddie Eades	 11	 D	 4	 18	 22
20	 Reed Corbid	 10	 F	 9	 9	 18
16	 Taylor Brierley	 11	 D	 1	 14	 15
12	 Tye Ausmus	 10	 D	 6	 8	 14
6	 Colton Poolman	 11	 D	 6	 7	 13
7	 Nick Korynta	 12	 F	 4	 5	 9
4	 Luke Beito	 11	 F	 3	 4	 7
21	 Rayce Martin	 12	 F	 3	 2	 5
10	 Nick Ranten	 11	 F	 1	 3	 4
15	 Trevor Selk	 9	 D	 0	 3	 3
28	 Ryan Pecka	 12	 D	 0	 2	 2
22	 Dallas Dragich	 12	 F	 1	 0	 1
26	 Nathan Peabody	 10	 D	 1	 0	 1
37	 Jace Pesch	 10	 F	 0	 1	 1

No.	 Name	 Gr	 W-L-T	 GAA	 SV%
31	 Tanner Lindstrom	 12	 15-3-3	 1.62	 .922
35	 Garrett Lieberg	 10	 4-0-0	 1.61	 .885
30	 Josh Weber	 10	 3-0-0	 0.60	 .950

By the numbers
Power Play percentage: 	 36.7
penalty kill percentage: 	85.0
goals scored per game: 	 4.39
goals allowed per game: 	1.57

Statistics

ranked 
No.5

?
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Lakeville North Program info
Nickname: Panthers
Conference: South 
Suburban
Section: 1AA
2012-13 Records: 11-16-1
State trips: 2002, 03, 04 
(as Lakeville), 2006, 10, 11, 
13
Coach: Trent Eigner
Assistants: Ryan Kraft, 
Brad Defauw, Bob Altavilla, 
Matt Lundin
Home arena: Ames Arena, 
Lakeville
Last season: Lost to 
Lakeville South in Section 
1AA final, 7-1

By Walker Orenstein

Lakeville North has reached the state tournament six times in team his-
tory -- three of which were as Lakeville. The Panthers have lost their quar-
terfinal game each time.

This year’s group would like to change that.
Fresh off thumping rival Lakeville South 6-3 in the section championship, 

momentum and confidence is emanating from the Panthers. Instead of looking 
like the team that dropped four in a row heading into the playoffs, they’re 
hoping to play like their Lakeville South counterparts did in last season’s 
state tourney when they shocked the state by upsetting a highly-skilled 
and no. 1 ranked Duluth East team. 

Edina and Lakeville North have never met in the state tournament and have 
practically zero history playing each other. A blank slate could benefit the 
Panthers who went 1-1 against Eden Prairie -- their only Lake Conference op-
ponent -- in two close games this year. 

The odds may not favor Lakeville North, but anything is possible when 
you’re an underdog with nothing to lose.

Trent Eigner

{ Second-year coach Trent Eigner 
is batting .500 on tournament 
appearances and has reached the 
Section 1AA finals in both of his 
seasons. Not bad considering the team 
has a 25-30-1 record with Eigner at the 
helm. Maybe he is talented at winning 
high-pressure games -- a necessary trait at the Xcel 
Energy Center. Eigner had a 14-year career after high 
school including four years with Miami University in Ohio 
and five years with the El Paso Buzzards of the WPHL.

Trek to the X
Date	 Opponent	 Score

11/27	 @Roch Mayo	 3-0

12/4	 Roch Century	 6-0

12/8	 Apple Valley	 5-2

12/11	 Eastview	 2-6

12/13	 Eden Prairie	 4-3

12/15	 @ Burnsville	 2-3

12/18	 @ Bloom Jefferson	2-5

12/20	 Lakeville South	 1-5

12/27	 Benilde	 2-8

12/28	 Maple Grove	 2-5

12/29	 Eden Prairie	 2-3

1/5	 @ Rosemount	 5-4

1/8	 Eagan	 4-5

1/12	 @ Prior Lake	 1-2

1/15	 Bloom Kennedy	 3-1

1/17	 @ Hill-Murray	 0-7

1/19	 Burnsville	 1-4

1/22	 @ Eastview	 2-2

1/26	 @ Apple Valley	 5-3

1/29	 Bloom Jefferson	 1-2

2/1	 @ Lakeville South	 7-2

2/5	 Rosemount	 1-2

2/7	 Duluth East	 0-2

2/9	 @ Eagan	 2-8

2/12	 Prior Lake	 2-3

Section 1AA Playoffs

2/21	 Winona	 2-0

2/23	 Farmington	 5-2

2/28	 Lakeville South	 6-3

Panthers

Prediction
It’s tough to 

see the Panthers 
orchestrating a 
first round upset 
of Edina. Since 
their defense 
won’t do much to 
bottle up the Hornets, 
if their offense can show 
up and can keep pace they 
may have hope. 

Alex Wood

Will DupontErik RuttTristan Hazlett

Forwards Defensemen Goalies

Champions of Section 1AA

{ Forwards: Junior Tristen Hazlett, 
senior Jack Diercks, and sophomore 
Nick Poehling account for most of the 
Panthers’ points, making their forwards 
a bit one-dimensional. That doesn’t 
mean Lakeville North’s offense isn’t 
dangerous. Lakeville North tore apart 
rival Lakeville South in the section 
championship with six goals, flashing its 
potential in crunch time. The Panthers’ 
secondary contributors -- Jack 
Poehling and Connor Hyden -- could also 
cause havoc if they step up under the 
spotlight. 

{ DEFENSE: The Panthers have a 
tendency to let things snowball, giving 
up goals in bunches against squads 
that can move the puck. In other words: 
When they lose, it’s usually big. A mix 
of seniors and sophomores, Lakeville 
North’s defensemen will need to be 
steadier than they have been to produce 
any upsets. 

{ GOALTENDING: Lakeville North splits 
time between three goalies, but junior 
Will DuPont claims the crease in the 
most important games.  With a save 
percentage of .901 and a squeaky clean 
1.67 goals against average during the 
section playoffs, DuPont’s steady hand 
will anchor the Panthers.

Team snapshot

No.	 Name	 Gr	POS	 G	 A	Pts
11	 Tristen Hazlett	 11	 F	 10	 21	 31
4	 Jack Diercks	 12	 F	 16	 14	 30
7	 Nick Poehling	 10	 D	 6	 18	 24
3	 Jack Poehling	 10	 F	 12	 8	 20
12	 Conner Hyden	 11	 F	 10	 4	 14
19	 Sam Petrick	 12	 F	 2	 8	 10
5	 Matt Ostdiek	 12	 F	 2	 7	 9
10	 Erik Rutt	 12	 D	 1	 7	 8
17	 Angelo Altavilla	 10	 D	 3	 5	 8
20	 Jack McNeely	 10	 D	 2	 6	 8
9	 Ian Klotz	 11	 F	 1	 6	 7
22	 Blake Rutt	 10	 F	 3	 2	 5
8	 Matthew Arnold	 11	 F	 3	 1	 4
26	 Brendan Cole	 12	 D	 1	 3	 4
6	 Jack Sadek	 10	 D	 2	 1	 3
24	 Jared Inserra	 11	 F	 1	 2	 3
16	 Alex Wood	 12	 D	 1	 1	 2
18	 Zach Neameyer	 11	 F	 0	 2	 2
14	 Michael Schmidt	 12	 F	 1	 0	 1
27	 Alec Larson	 12	 D	 1	 0	 1

No.	 Name	 Gr	 W-L-T	 GAA	 SV%
30	 Will Dupont	 11	 6-9-1	 2.72	 .901
31	 Pierce Wilson	 10	 4-6-0	 4.10	 .855
33	 Ryan Bissonett	 10	 1-1-0	 2.50	 .878

By the numbers
Power Play percentage: 	 14.7
penalty kill percentage: 	75.7
goals scored per game: 	 2.79
goals allowed per game: 	3.29

Statistics

unranked

?
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Edina Program info
Nickname: Hornets
Conference: Lake
Section: 2AA
2012-13 Record: 22-6-0
State trips: 1973, 74 Champs, 
77, 78 Champs, 79 Champs 
(as Edina East), 1981 (as 
Edina West), 1955, 56, 57, 60, 
62, 67, 68, 69 Champs, 70, 71 
Champs, 72, 82 Champs, 83, 84 
Champs, 87, 88 Champs, 89, 95, 
96, 97 Champs, 98, 2000, 07, 
08, 09, 10 Champs, 11, 12, 13

Coach: Curt Giles

Assistants: Dave Langevin, 
Dave Terwilliger

Home arena: Braemar Ice 
Arena

Last season: Lost to 
Duluth East in Class 2A 
consolation semifinals, 3-2

By Loren Nelson

Year after year, Edina coach Curt Giles needs only to make slight tweaks 
to the Hornets’ state tournament itinerary.

The time of Edina’s quarterfinal game might be different. The opponent usu-
ally changes from year to year. So do the hotels, which are assigned by the 
Minnesota State High School League and rotate from section to section. 

Other than that, well, the plan is pretty much the same for Giles and his 
Hornets, whose seven straight state tournament appearances is the lon-
gest current run of any team in the state.

Talk about consistency, heck, this year even the Hornets’ players are the 
same.

Edina returns almost its entire lineup from last year’s team that lost to 
eventual champion Benilde-St. Margaret’s in a thrilling quarterfinal matchup. 
That loss has fueled a businesslike approach for a group that was already 
looking ahead just minutes after beating Burnsville for the Section 2AA 
title.

“I think this year we are more determined in getting something done,” senior 
defenseman Park Reno said after Edina beat Burnsville to win the Section 2AA 
championship. “We’re not really satisfied with just getting there.”

No. 3-seeded Edina (22-6-0) plays unseeded Lakeville North (11-16-1) in a 1 p.m. 
quarterfinal on Thursday, March 7.

Curt Giles

{ Giles, a former minnesota north 
stars’ defenseman, has been well-
served by his even-keeled demeanor 
and matter-of-fact approach to 
coaching. he might not show it, but 
he’ll tell you he’s having the time of 
his life coaching the hornets. “There 
is nothing like this, there just really isn’t,” Giles said 
before last year’s state tournament. That’s something 
coming from someone who played nearly 900 nhl games and 
won a silver medal with team canada in the 1992 olympics.

Trek to the X
Date	 Opponent	 Score

11/23	 Holy Family	 7-2

11/24	 @ Wayzata	 3-0

11/27	 Lakeville South	 6-1

11/29	 Centennial	 4-0

12/1	 @ Maple Grove	 8-1

12/4	 @ Prior Lake	 2-1

12/20	 Grand Rapids	 6-2

12/21	 Elk River	 4-1

12/22	 Eden Prairie	 4-3

12/26	 St. Thomas	 1-2

12/27	 Duluth East	 1-4

12/28	 Blaine	 3-2

1/3	 Burnsville	 3-2

1/5	 Hill-Murray	 1-2

1/8	 @ White Bear Lk	 2-1

1/17	 Minnetonka	 3-4

1/19	 @ Holy Angels	 10-6

1/24	 Hopkins	 5-0

1/26	 @ Wayzata	 5-4

1/31	 @ Eden Prairie	 5-4

2/2	 @ Minnetonka	 3-4

2/5	 Cretin-DH	 4-3

2/9	 @ Hopkins	 2-0

2/14	 Wayzata	 2-1

2/16	 Eden Prairie	 1-3

Section 2AA Playoffs

2/21	 Shakopee	 7-1

2/23	 Bloom Jefferson	 5-4

2/27	 Burnsville	 3-2

Hornets

Prediction
Edina’s top line 

is as good as any 
in the tournament, 
which makes the 
Hornets a scary 
draw for any team. 
Breakdowns in the 
defensive zone have been 
troublesome at times 
this season and could 
prove fatal if the Hornets 
reach the semifinals as 
expected.

Hayden Anderson

Willie BenjaminParker RenoConnor Hurley

Forwards Defensemen Goalies

Champions of Section 2AA

{ Forwards: Junior Connor Hurley 
and sophomore Dylan Malmquist are 
two of the state’s most dangerous 
snipers, and a recent reunion with 
senior Andy Jordahl (he played with 
Hurley and Malmquist all of last 
season) gives the Hornets one 
of the best forward units in the 
tournament. 

{ DEFENSE: Hard-hitting seniors 
Parker Reno (RPI) and Matt Nelson 
(Princeton) are bound for Division 
I programs. Junior Tyler Nanne, 
recently moved off the top line and 
back to defense, is a shifty two-way 
threat. 

{ GOALTENDING: Senior Willie 
Benjamin, at 6-foot-2, 190-pounds, 
occupies much of the net simply 
through sound positioning. He 
also has an abundance of big-
game experience and a low-key 
personality ideal for the big stage.

Team snapshot

No.	 Name	 Gr	POS	 G	 A	Pts
16	 Connor Hurley	 11	 F	 17	 30	 47
20	 Dylan Malmquist	 10	 F	 20	 21	 41
10	 Andy Jordahl	 12	 F	 18	 18	 36
23	 Tyler Nanne	 11	 F/D	 9	 13	 22
5	 Parker Reno	 12	 D	 2	 19	 21
9	 Cullen Munson	 11	 F	 7	 12	 19
6	 Matt Nelson	 12	 D	 4	 14	 18
19	 Bo Brauer	 12	 F	 4	 14	 18
12	 Miguel Fidler	 11	 F	 7	 7	 14
4	 Anthony Walsh	 12	 F	 5	 6	 11
18	 Dan Hinueber	 12	 F	 4	 6	 10
17	 Tim Spicola	 12	 F	 4	 3	 7
2	 Ben Hull	 12	 D	 3	 3	 6
21	 Ryan Hatch	 12	 D	 1	 5	 6
3	 Ben Foley	 10	 D	 0	 4	 4
22	 Matt Masterman	 10	 F	 2	 2	 4
8	 Cullen Raasch	 11	 F	 1	 2	 3
7	 Hayden Anderson	 12	 D	 2	 0	 2
30	 Andrew Rohkohl	 11	 G	 0	 1	 1

No.	 Name	 Gr	 W-L-T	 GAA	 SV%
1	 Willie Benjamin	 12	 16-4-0	 2.07	 .902
30	 Andrew Rohkohl	 11	 6-2-0	 2.20	 .900

By the numbers
Power Play percentage: 	 28.9
penalty kill percentage: 	80.8
goals scored per game: 	 3.93
goals allowed per game: 	2.14

Statistics

ranked 
No.6

?

Inside
  Scoop

Coach’s
corner



Minnesota Hockey HubState Tourney
preview

March
2013

Eastview Program info
Nickname: Lightning
Conference: South 
Suburban
Section: 3AA
2012-13 Record: 18-9-1
State trips: 2001, 13
Coach: Drey Bradley
Assistants: Sam Bauler, 
Nick Cassalenda, Mike Moe
Home arena: Apple Valley 
Sports Arena, Apple Valley
Last season: Lost to 
Park of Cottage Grove in 
Section 3AA quarterfinals, 
5-0

By Loren Nelson

Like every Minnesota kid who’s plopped himself in an Xcel Energy Center 
seat and marveled at the spectacle of high school hockey played in an NHL 
arena in front of 19,000 fans, Zach Driscoll has dreamt about what it would 
be like to skate on that ice, to look up at that crowd, to stare into those 
television cameras.

“I’ve been going to the tournament every year with (teammate Keith Muehl-
bauer) and our dads,” Driscoll said. “We thought, ‘How cool would that be to 
be us.’ And now it is us, it’s our turn.”

The bright lights will burn brightest on Driscoll. Few goaltenders have 
entered the event shouldering the amount of hype and expectation that will 
be heaped on the 5-foot-10 sophomore.

Driscoll has been brilliant since cracking the Lightning’s starting lineup 
in late December, and his stellar play helped Eastview shock No. 1-seeded 
Eagan in a 4-1 triumph on the Section 3AA title game.

Driscoll undoubtedly will need to provide another command performance as 
unseeded Eastview (18-9-1) takes on No. 1-ranked and top-seeded Hill-Murray 
(25-2-1) in a 6 p.m. quarterfinal on Thursday, March 8.

Drey Bradley

{ Bradley is in his fifth season 
as the Lightning’s head coach and 
13th season overall as part of the 
program. He was the head coach at 
Simley for three seasons from 1998-
2001 and also coached at Burnsville, 
Holy Angles and Hastings. He was 
a standout defenseman at Bemidji State, where he 
captained the 1984 national Division II championship 
team.

Trek to the X
Date	 Opponent	 Score

11/27	 Hastings	 4-0

11/29	 @ Woodbury	 5-2

12/4	 @ Wayzata	 1-3

12/8	 Burnsville	 0-6

12/11	 @ Lakeville North	 6-2

12/15	 @ Bloom Kennedy	 3-2

12/18	 Apple Valley	 2-3

12/20	 @ East Ridge	 1-2

12/21	 @ Bloom Jefferson	 2-3

12/27	 New Richmond	 7-3

12/28	 Park	 4-0

12/29	 Roch Mayo	 7-2

1/5	 Lakeville South	 4-1

1/8	 Rosemount	 0-3

1/10	 @ Roch JM	 3-1

1/12	 @ Eagan	 4-2

1/15	 Prior Lake	 1-0

1/22	 Lakevill North	 2-2

1/26	 @ Burnsville	 1-2

1/29	 @ Apple Valley	 5-3

2/2	 Bloom Jefferson	 1-5

2/5	 @ Lakeville South	 2-0

2/9	 @ Rosemount	 6-0

2/12	 Eagan	 1-7

2/16	 @ Prior Lake	 2-1

Section 3AA Playoffs

2/21	 Rosemount	 4-0

2/23	 Apple Valley	 4-0

2/28	 Eagan	 4-1

Lightning

Prediction
Sophomore 

goaltender Zach 
Driscoll is a 
game-stealer, 
and the Lightning 
have players from 
three sports 
(lacrosse, baseball and 
soccer) who know how to 
win state championships. 
Beating No. 1 Hill-Murray, 
however, could be too 
tall of a task.

Zach Driscoll

Zach DriscollPierce EricksonJake McGlocklin

Forwards Defensemen Goalies

Champions of Section 3AA

{ Forwards: Ryan McNamara, who led 
Eastview to a state lacrosse title 
last spring, is the Lightning’s scoring 
leader -- and just plain leader. The 
5-foot-8 senior is tenacious, fearless, 
quick and a magician with his stick. His 
competitiveness is off the charts. 
Junior Jake McGlocklin is another 
go-to scorer, and it was junior John 
Snodgrass who provided the fireworks 
in the Section 2AA final with two goals. 
These guys aren’t particularly big as 
a group, but few teams can match the 
Lightning’s quickness. 

{ DEFENSE: Senior Mitch Beattie, 
another standout from the lacrosse 
team, and junior Pierce Erickson are the 
leaders of a group that focuses on 
pushing opposing forward to the outside 
then letting sophomore goaltender 
Zach Driscoll handle a barrage of long-
range shots.  

{ GOALTENDING: Driscoll didn’t take 
over the starting position until late 
December, when he led Eastview to the 
championship of the Rochester Kiwanis 
Tournament. He finished the season 
among the state leaders in most 
statistical categories. “His name is out 
there now. The sky is the limit for the 
kid,” Eastview coach Drey Bradley said.

Team snapshot

No.	 Name	 Gr	POS	 G	 A	Pts
8	 Ryan McNamara	 12	 F	 22	 19	 41
20	 Jake McGlocklin	 11	 F	 15	 11	 26
12	 Nick Abbott	 12	 F	 9	 16	 25
15	 Mitch Beattie	 12	 D	 5	 18	 23
9	 John Snodgrass	 11	 F	 9	 11	 20
14	 Pierce Erickson	 11	 D	 2	 15	 17
17	 Cole Cooper	 11	 F	 6	 7	 13
18	 Keith Muehlbauer	 10	 D	 3	 9	 12
16	 Kevin Wobschall	 12	 F	 6	 3	 9
3	 Mike Stillings	 11	 D	 2	 5	 7
7	 Mitchell Cerrato	 11	 F	 3	 3	 6
23	 Brett Schweiger	 11	 F	 2	 3	 5
21	 Thomas Hutsell	 10	 F	 2	 2	 4
4	 Ethan Murray	 12	 F	 0	 2	 2
5	 Garrett Cropsey	 12	 F	 0	 1	 1
6	 Brendan Kukowski	 11	 D	 0	 1	 1

No.	 Name	 Gr	 W-L-T	 GAA	 SV%
30	 Zach Driscoll	 10	 15-4-1	 1.65	 .945
25	 Mathew Montgomery	 12	 3-5-0	 2.72	 .896

By the numbers
Power Play percentage: 	 25.4
penalty kill percentage: 	84.1
goals scored per game: 	 3.07
goals allowed per game: 	2.00

Statistics

unranked

?
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Hill-Murray Program info
Nickname: Pioneers
Conference: Classic 
Suburban
Section: 4AA
2012-13 Record: 25-2-1
State trips: 1975, 76, 77, 
78, 79, 80, 83 Champs, 84, 
85, 86, 87, 88, 91 Champs, 
92, 93, 97, 99, 2000, 02, 06, 
07, 08 Champs, 09, 10, 12, 13
Coach: Bill Lechner
Assistants: Pat 
Schafhauser, Tony Ciro
Home arena: Aldrich Arena, 
Maplewood
Last season: Lost to 
Benilde-St. Margaret’s in 
Class 2A final, 5-1

By justin Magill

Hill-Murray once again was atop the Class 2A rankings for most of the 
season. Hill-Murray did not suffer from the championship-game hangover that 
can plague the runner-ups from the year prior. 

The Pioneers suffered a 5-1 defeat in the state title game last season to 
Benilde-St. Margaret’s and lost Jake Guentzel and Blake Heinrich to early 
departures, both major factors in the Pioneers’ run.

This season, the Pioneers (25-2-1) were a model of consistency, winning the 
Classic Suburban Conference for the fourth consecutive season and taking 
the Section 4AA crown with a 1-0 victory against arch rival White Bear Lake.

Pioneers’ coach Bill Lechner is in his 16th season and will come into St. 
Paul with an overall coaching record of 339-104-16. He led Hill-Murray to the 
state title in 2008 over Edina.

Hill-Murray has three state titles in its trophy case and have made it to 
the state tournament 27 times.

With the top seed in the Class 2A state tournament, Hill-Murray will play 
Eastview (18-9-1) on Thursday, March 7.

Bill Lechner

{ The Pioneers are led by Lechner, 
who is in his 16th season. He has one 
state championship on his resume. 
He has led Hill-Murray to 12 state 
tournaments and accumulated a 
339-104-16 record. He was also an 
assistant coach for the Pioneers 
when they won the state title in 1983. Lechner is 
also the Pioneers’ baseball coach and Activities 
Director.

Trek to the X
Date	 Opponent	 Score

11/29	 Burnsville	 2-1

12/1	 @ Eagan	 3-2

12/4	 Lakeville South	 5-0

12/8	 @ Benilde	 4-2

12/13	 @ South St. Paul	 3-0

12/15	 @ St. Thomas	 1-2

12/18	 @ White Bear Lk	 6-1

12/20	 @ Tartan	 6-0

12/22	 North St. Paul	 6-0

12/26	 Minnetonka	 2-1

12/27	 Burnsville	 7-2

12/28	 St. Thomas	 1-1

1/5	 @ Edina	 2-1

1/8	 Mahtomedi	 8-4

1/12	 @ Wayzata	 1-3

1/17	 Lakeville North	 7-0

1/19	 South St. Paul	 11-3

1/24	 St. Thomas	 3-1

1/26	 Tartan	 5-1

1/31	 @ North St. Paul	 8-4

2/2	 Richfield	 12-0

2/7	 @ Mahtomedi	 6-0

2/9	 Henry Sibley	 7-0

2/12	 @ Simley	 10-2

2/16	 @ Moorhead	 6-4

Section 4AA Playoffs

2/23	 SP Como Park	 12-1

2/26	 Stillwater	 6-2

3/1	 White Bear Lk	 1-0

Pioneers

Prediction
There might 

not be a more 
complete team 
coming to St. 
Paul. Hill-Murray 
has the goal 
scorers, defense 
and goaltending to grab 
the school’s fourth 
tournament crown. there 
is no doubt the Pioneers 
should be one of the 
heavy favorites. 

John Dugas

John DugasLogan SharpZach LaValle

Forwards Defensemen Goalies

Champions of Section 4AA

{ Forwards: Zach LaValle has been a 
regular on the Pioneers since he was in 
8th grade. Now a senior captain LaValle 
led by example scoring 24 goals, 32 
assists and led the Pioneers with 56 
points.  Mitch Slattery transferred from 
Shattuck-St. Mary’s and instantly made 
an impact in his junior season. He also 
scored 24 goals, tying LaValle for the 
team lead. 

{ DEFENSE: Blake Heinrich decided to 
forgo his senior season at Hill-Murray 
and on paper it looked like that would 
have been a huge void to fill. As it is 
every season, the Pioneers find a way to 
get players to step up on the blue line 
and not only just hold their own, but 
help a unit become one of the state’s 
elite. Hill-Murray is led by seniors Sam 
Becker and Ryan Black, both of whom 
know how to not only shut down the 
opposition, but can chip in offensively as 
well. 

{ GOALTENDING: Senior John Dugas 
shouldered most of the workload for the 
second straight season and is regarded 
as one of the best in the state.  Dugas 
is a Frank Brimsek Award finalist for the 
state’s top senior goalie.  Dugas comes 
into the state tournament with a 22-2-1 
record,  1.36 goals-against-average and a 
.939 save-percentage.

Team snapshot

No.	 Name	 Gr	POS	 G	 A	Pts
21	 Zach LaValle	 12	 F	 24	 32	 56
28	 Mitch Slattery	 11	 F	 24	 31	 55
17	 Willie Brown	 11	 F	 12	 27	 39
27	 Sam Becker	 12	 D	 9	 21	 30
16	 Josh French	 11	 F	 12	 15	 27
26	 Tyler Funk	 11	 F	 11	 15	 26
15	 Colten Greeder	 12	 F	 10	 14	 24
25	 Ryan Black	 12	 D	 5	 17	 22
14	 Zach Mills	 10	 F	 7	 12	 19
8	 Joey Anderson	 8	 F	 9	 9	 18
12	 Curt LaChappelle	 12	 F	 9	 7	 16
10	 Dustin Krueger	 11	 F	 2	 8	 10
19	 Matt Littler	 12	 F	 6	 4	 10
7	 Davis Zarembinski	 10	 D	 3	 6	 9
9	 Logan Sharp	 11	 D	 2	 7	 9
11	 Mike Rawlings	 12	 F	 5	 3	 8
18	 Jacob Olson	 10	 D	 3	 5	 8
22	 Dan Dolan	 12	 D	 1	 6	 7

No.	 Name	 Gr	W-L-T	 GAA		 SV%
1	 John Dugas	 12	22-2-1	 1.36		 .939
33	 Sam Ilgen	 11	 2-0-0	 2.57	 .833
2	 Casey Ryan	 12	1-0-0	 0.00	 1.000

By the numbers
Power Play percentage: 	 32.5
penalty kill percentage: 	91.0
goals scored per game: 	 5.50
goals allowed per game: 	1.43

Statistics

ranked 
No.1

?
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Centennial Program info
Nickname: Cougars
Conference: Northwest 
Suburban
Section: 5AA
2012-13 Record: 22-4-2
State trips: 2004 Champs, 
13
Coach: Ritch Menne
Assistants: Gary Tolkinen, 
Ted Cheesebrough, Chris 
Johnson
Home arena: Centennial 
Sports Arena, Circle Pines
Last season: Lost to 
Anoka in Section 5AA 
quarterfinals, 2-1

By Loren Nelson

Centennial coach Ritch Menne has a deep appreciation for the Cougars’ 
wrecking ball that is Kenny Sinna. Both coach and player epitomize the grit 
and tenacity that have become the Cougars’ defining characteristics.

Menne spent six years as the Centennial’s junior varsity coach before tak-
ing over the program two seasons ago. A self-described “Centennial lifer,” 
Menne played for the Cougars, graduating in 1990. 

Sinna, a senior who plays on the Cougars’ top line, also put in his time 
on the junior varsity, including most of last season when he managed just 
three points in limited varsity action.

“Kenny has been a rock for us,” Menne said. “There’s a prime example of a kid 
who never played A Bantam hockey, he played JV for two years and he comes in 
his senior year and he commits to working hard. And he has a fantastic sea-
son. I couldn’t be more proud of him.”

The No. 5-seeded Cougars (22-4-2) don’t have a roster full of superstars. 
Who needs them? They’ll punch the clock, strap on their skates and go to 
work at 8 p.m. on Thursday, March 8, in a quarterfinal matchup against No. 4 
seed Wayzata (21-7-0).

Ritch Menne

{ Here’s a guy who has paid his 
dues. Menne played for the Cougars, 
graduating in 1990, and he spent more 
than a decade coaching in Centennial’s 
youth hockey system before taking 
over the junior varsity program. 
Menne is in his second season as head 
coach after filling the void created by the retirement 
of longtime Cougars leader Erik Aus. Menne has a 35-14-5 
overall record.

Trek to the X
Date	 Opponent	 Score

11/29	 @ Edina	 0-4

12/1	 Andover	 4-3

12/6	 @ Champlin Pk	 3-2

12/8	 Blaine	 1-2

12/13	 Coon Rapids	 5-2

12/15	 @ Moorhead	 5-1

12/18	 Duluth East	 5-2

12/20	 Maple Grove	 3-0

12/26	 Holy Angels	 6-4

12/27	 Lakeville South	 4-5

12/28	 Andover	 4-1

1/3	 Elk River	 3-2

1/5	 @ Osseo	 6-1

1/10	 Anoka	 5-0

1/12	 @ Andover	 4-4

1/15	 @ Bloom Jefferson	 4-3

1/17	 @ Robb Armstrong	 4-0

1/22	 Mounds view	 5-2

1/24	 @ Maple Grove	 5-4

1/26	 Champlin Park	 3-3

2/2	 @ Blaine	 3-8

2/7	 @ Anoka	 4-1

2/9	 @ Elk River	 3-0

2/14	 Robb Armstrong	 2-1

2/16	 Osseo	 6-2

Section 5AA Playoffs

2/23	 Coon Rapids	 4-1

2/27	 Maple Grove	 4-1

3/1	 Champlin Park	 4-2

Cougars

Prediction
It’s hard to 

pick against 
a blue collar 
outfit that might 
just become the 
darlings of the 
tourney because 
of their tenacious playing 
style. The problem for 
the Cougars is they are 
running up against a team 
fueled by similar grit and 
tenacity in Wayzata.

Adam Anderson

Patrick MunsonWill SchwartzHans Gorowsky

Forwards Defensemen Goalies

Champions of Section 5AA

{ Forwards: The Gorowsky 
brothers, Hans and Ryner, are 
joined by Kenny Sinna on a fabulous 
first line. But the Cougars have a 
legitimate second scoring line led 
by senior forward Andrew Bertrand, 
who scored in a huge goal in the 
section final. 

{ DEFENSE: The Cougars lost four 
of their top five defensemen from 
last season but seem to have 
regrouped just fine. Sophomore Ryan 
Meany and senior Tom Heron were the 
starters in the section title game, 
and senior Will Juergens and junior 
Will Schwartz are key cogs of a 
group that helped limit opponents 
to a 2.35 goals-against average in 
the regular season. 

{ GOALTENDING: Senior Patrick 
Munson was one of the hottest 
goaltenders in the state early 
in the season and, after a rough 
outing in a 7-1 loss to Blaine on 
Feb. 2, has allowed a combined six 
goals in his last six games.

Team snapshot

No.	 Name	 Gr	POS	 G	 A	Pts
20	 Ryner Gorowsky	 11	 F	 21	 31	 52
16	 Hans Gorowsky	 12	 F	 25	 24	 49
5	 Andrew Bertrand	 12	 F	 16	 17	 33
11	 Kenny Sinna	 12	 F	 14	 18	 32
27	 Adam Anderson	 11	 F	 9	 21	 30
2	 Wyatt Close	 11	 F	 9	 10	 19
9	 Jordan Pitlick	 12	 F	 11	 6	 17
7	 Collin Hughes	 11	 F	 2	 9	 11
12	 Ryan Meany	 10	 D	 2	 7	 9
17	 Connor Lovick	 10	 F	 2	 7	 9
28	 Will Juergens	 12	 D	 1	 7	 8
23	 Will Schwartz	 11	 D	 0	 7	 7
19	 Tommy Heron	 12	 D	 1	 4	 5
21	 Colton Berg	 10	 D	 0	 3	 3
4	 Max Cory	 11	 D	 0	 2	 2
1	 Blake Miller	 11	 G	 0	 1	 1
6	 David Thill	 11	 F	 0	 1	 1
33	 Patrick Munson	 12	 G	 0	 1	 1

No.	 Name	 Gr	 W-L-T	 GAA	 SV%
33	 Patrick Munson	 12	 17-4-2	 2.39	 .926
1	 Blake Miller	 11	 5-0-0	 1.00	 .940

By the numbers
Power Play percentage: 	 21.6
penalty kill percentage: 	82.5
goals scored per game: 	 4.04
goals allowed per game: 	2.21

Statistics

ranked 
No.11

?
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Wayzata Program info
Nickname: Trojans
Conference: Lake
Section: 6AA
2012-13 Record: 21-7-0
State trips: 1954, 2004, 13
Coach: Pat O’Leary
Assistants: Case Paxton, 
Duke Johnson, Marc 
Sorensen
Home arena: Plymouth Ice 
Center, Plymouth
Last season: Lost to 
Minnetonka in Section 6AA 
semifinals, 3-0

By Loren Nelson

Benilde-St. Margaret’s was supposed to emerge from Section 6AA. Or 
maybe Eden Prairie. Or possibly Minnetonka. But Wayzata? The Trojans not only 
crashed the section party but they took the all the furniture home with 
them.

No. 8-ranked Wayzata made its run to the championship in the state’s tough-
est section appear relatively easy, following an 8-2 quarterfinal victory 
over Hopkins with wins over Minnetonka and defending state Class 2A champion 
Benilde-St. Margaret’s by 5-1 and 5-2 scores.

While sophomore Matthew Freytag and freshman Max Zimmer are among the 
Trojans’ scoring leaders, there’s no telling who might make the big hit or 
score the big goal at any given moment.

“You get some teams with 10 or 12 seniors like we had last year, and you 
almost expect them to do everything all the time,” Wayzata coach Pat O’Leary 
said after the winning the section championship. “I think all our guys stepped 
up. Different guys. Young guys, old guys. 

“I don’t even know who scored tonight.”
No. 4 seed Wayzata (21-7-0) plays No. 5 seed Centennial (22-4-2) in an 8 p.m. 

quarterfinal on Thursday, March 7.

Pat O’Leary

{ O’Leary, a Robbinsdale 
Armstrong graduate, is in his 
second season as Wayzata’s head 
coach. He was a Mr. Hockey finalist 
in 1998. He was a senior forward on 
the Minnesota team that won the 
NCAA Division I championship in 2002. O’Leary served 
as a Trojans assistant before taking over for 
longtime head coach Carl Davis. 

Trek to the X
Date	 Opponent	 Score

11/23	 Maple Grove	 4-1

11/24	 Edina	 0-3

11/27	 @ Rosemount	 3-2

11/29	 Andover	 2-1

12/1	 @ Elk River	 2-1

12/4	 Eastview	 3-1

12/8	 Duluth East	 1-0

12/22	 Stillwater	 4-0

12/27	 Bloom Jefferson	 6-2

12/28	 Moorhead	 4-3

12/29	 Benilde	 7-1

1/3	 @ Benilde	 2-5

1/5	 @ Mound-Westonka	 5-2

1/10	 Burnsville	 4-3

1/12	 Hill-Murray	 3-1

1/17	 Holy Family	 3-1

1/19	 @ Eden Prairie	 4-2

1/24	 Minnetonka	 1-3

1/26	 Edina	 4-5

1/29	 @ Osseo	 4-3

1/31	 @ Hopkins	 4-1

2/7	 Eden Prairie	 2-4

2/9	 @ Minnetonka	 2-4

2/14	 @ Edina	 1-2

2/16	 Hopkins	 5-1

Section 6AA Playoffs

2/21	 Hopkins	 8-2

2/23	 Minnetonka	 5-1

2/27	 Benilde	 5-2

Trojans

Prediction
Section 6AA has 

produced three 
of the last four 
state champions. 
Wayzata is playing 
well enough, and 
has the caliber of 
goaltending, to reach the 
championship game. If the 
Trojans can continue to 
get consistent scoring 
from their forwards, look 
out.

Matthew Freytag and Chad Olson

Aaron DingmannChandler LindstrandMatthew Freytag

Forwards Defensemen Goalies

Champions of Section 6AA

{ Forwards: Sophomore Matthew 
Freytag led the Trojans in scoring 
during the regular season. 
The presence of fellow varsity 
newcomer Max Zimmer, a freshman 
who also has a goal scorer’s 
touch, gives Wayzata two potent 
threats. And there’s more. Senior 
Jalen Wahl has the hot hand in the 
playoffs with nine points in three 
games. 

{ DEFENSE: Shot blocking is the 
Trojans’ specialty, and they do it 
as well and as often as any team 
in the state. Junior Alec Hemenway, 
senior Chandler Lindstrand and 
senior Kyle Olson and are among 
the defensemen routinely throwing 
their bodies in front of pucks.  

{ GOALTENDING: Senior Aaron 
Dingmann has recovered from an 
injury plagued junior season in 
impressive fashion. The Trojans feed 
of his consistent play and calm 
demeanor.

Team snapshot

No.	 Name	 Gr	POS	 G	 A	Pts
15	 Matthew Freytag	 10	 F	 22	 14	 36
6	 Maxwell Zimmer	 9	 F	 15	 13	 28
21	 Jack Sorensen	 11	 F	 4	 22	 26
9	 Chad Olson	 11	 F	 5	 18	 23
18	 Jalen Wahl	 12	 F	 10	 13	 23
19	 Chase Haller	 12	 F	 13	 7	 20
5	 Brian Machut	 11	 F	 7	 11	 18
11	 Chase Heising	 11	 F	 6	 11	 17
7	 Akash Batra	 12	 F	 5	 9	 14
20	 Alec Hemenway	 11	 D	 1	 11	 12
22	 Kyle Olson	 12	 D	 4	 8	 12
25	 Chandler Lindstrand	 11	 D	 3	 8	 11
10	 Alex Stevens	 10	 D	 1	 6	 7
14	 Robert Zitzlsperger	12	 D	 1	 6	 7
24	 Jacob Moelk	 10	 D	 0	 3	 3
4	 Carter Spindler	 10	 D	 0	 1	 1
8	 Jack Fetrow	 10	 F	 0	 1	 1
12	 Nate Dingmann	 10	 F	 1	 0	 1

No.	 Name	 Gr	 W-L-T	 GAA	 SV%
30	 Aaron Dingmann	 12	 17-6-0	 1.81	 .927
1	 Jens Vaughan Ahrens	10	 4-1-0	 2.44	 .877

By the numbers
Power Play percentage: 	 23.3
penalty kill percentage: 	88.6
goals scored per game: 	 3.50
goals allowed per game: 	2.04

Statistics

ranked 
No.8

?

Inside
  Scoop

Coach’s
corner
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Duluth East Program info
Nickname: Greyhounds
Conference: Independent
Section: 7AA
2012-13 Record: 24-4-0
State trips: 1958, 60 
Champs, 61, 64, 75, 91, 94, 95 
Champs, 96, 97, 98 Champs, 
2000, 03, 04, 05, 09, 10, 11, 
12, 13
Coach: Mike Randolph
Assistants: Dylan Mills, 
Louie Krenzen, Brendan 
Brooks, Kyle Kolquist, 
Jake Boese, Mike Renier
Home arena: Heritage 
Arena, Duluth
Last season: Beat Eagan 
in Class 2A consolation 
final, 4-1

By Zack Friedli

There’s a copy of the Duluth News Tribune that hangs in the Duluth East 
locker room, but it’s not a front-page spread highlighting one of the many 
glorious moments in Greyhound hockey history.

Instead, it’s a copy of the sports page from the Wednesday, Jan. 9 edition, 
the day after the ‘Hounds lost to crosstown rival Duluth Denfeld for the 
first time in nearly two decades.

Duluth East hasn’t lost since.
The Hounds (24-4-0) have won 16 games in a row, are getting solid play out 

of everyone in their lineup and are poised and confident entering their fifth 
Class 2A tournament in a row.

The newspaper will come with them to St. Paul to add a little extra mo-
tivation and serve as a reminder that Duluth East needs to bring its best 
every night.

Coach Mike Randolph credits the recent success to a complete buy-in to 
what he’s been preaching -- team defense.

The Hounds’ defense-first mentality has paid off, and now they’ll look to 
shut down the best teams in Minnesota in hopes of claiming the fourth state 
title in Duluth East history.

Mike Randolph

{ Randolph, a former star forward 
on Duluth Cathedral’s powerhouse 
teams in the late 1960s and early 
1970s, won three catholic school 
state championships from 1967-69. he 
was the last player cut from the 
1976 u.s. olympic team and is one of 
the winningest coaches in state history. He surpassed 
the 500-victory plateau this winter and won state 
championships in 1995 and 1998. He has led duluth east to 
14 state tournament appearances.

Trek to the X
Date	 Opponent	 Score

11/27	 Camb-Isanti	 11-1

12/4	 @ Anoka	 4-2

12/8	 @ Wayzata	 0-1

12/13	 Cloquet	 5-2

12/18	 @ Centennial	 2-5

12/22	 @ Andover	 4-2

12/26	 Breck	 0-2

12/27	 Edina	 4-1

12/28	 Minnetonka	 4-1

1/3	 @ Blaine	 5-1

1/5	 @ Moorhead	 5-1

1/8	 @ Duluth Denfeld	 4-5

1/10	 Grand Rapids	 2-1

1/12	 Eden Prairie	 3-1

1/15	 @ White Bear Lk	 4-3

1/17	 Apple Valley	 10-1

1/19	 Superior (WI)	 10-3

1/23	 Forest Lake	 5-2

1/26	 Maple Grove	 3-0

1/29	 Minnetonka	 4-2

1/31	 @ Lakeville South	 4-2

2/4	 @ Cloquet	 3-2

2/7	 @ Lakeville North	 2-0

2/9	 @ STMA	 6-1

2/16	 @ Tartan	 3-0

Section 8AA Playoffs

2/19	 STMA	 15-0

2/23	 Cloquet	 3-0

2/28	 Grand Rapids	 4-3

Greyhounds

Prediction
With tournament 

experience in key 
spots, one has to 
like the Greyhounds’ 
chances. The 
defensive game will 
carry Duluth East 
this year, and Dylan Parker 
will have to keep up his 
stellar play. If those two 
things happen, the Hounds 
have as good of a chance 
as anyone to hoist the 
hardware on Saturday night.

Dylan ParkerMeirs MooreJack Forbort

Forwards Defensemen Goalies

Champions of Section 7AA

{ Forwards: Duluth East is led up front 
by its top line of Alex Toscano, Jack 
Forbort and Ryan Lundgren. Between the 
three, the Hounds have a nice combination 
of size, strength and scoring, giving 
headaches to all opponents. The 
emergence and contributions of second- 
and third-liners such as Wyatt Irwin, 
Nick Altmann and Brian Bunten have given 
Duluth East some much welcomed depth 
at forward, something it will have to 
utilize at the X this week. 

{ DEFENSE: When it comes to defense, 
the Hounds boast one of the most 
complete point patrols in the state. The 
top pair of Meirs Moore and Phil Beaulieu 
includes two defenders that get 
involved in the offense on a consistent 
basis. Both like to shoot, both make 
great plays with the puck and both have 
unbelievable poise. The second pair, made 
up of Alex Trapp and Andrew Kerr, is much 
more comfortable knocking around bodies 
than they are knocking around the puck. 

{ GOALTENDING: The Hounds will ride 
senior Dylan Parker. After starting the 
year slowly, Parker was challenged by 
his coaches to step his game up, and he 
has. Should Duluth East come out with 
a state title, Parker will likely be the 
biggest reason for it.

Team snapshot

No.	 Name	 Gr	POS	 G	 A	Pts
27	 Jack Forbort	 12	 F	 22	 39	 61
23	 Alex Toscano	 12	 F	 21	 34	 55
15	 Meirs Moore	 12	 D	 18	 29	 47
21	 Ryan Lundgren	 12	 F	 24	 21	 45
25	 Phil Beaulieu	 11	 D	 8	 26	 34
5	 Alex Trapp	 11	 D	 4	 9	 13
2	 Brian Bunten	 10	 F	 4	 7	 11
19	 Nick Altmann	 10	 F	 6	 5	 11
22	 Jack Kolar	 11	 F	 4	 5	 9
18	 Wyatt Irwin	 12	 F	 5	 3	 8
37	 Hogan Davidson	 12	 F	 6	 2	 8
3	 Andrew Kerr	 12	 D	 1	 6	 7
32	 Beau Hughes	 12	 D	 0	 6	 6
12	 Kyler Chartier	 11	 F	 2	 3	 5
26	 Justin Smith	 12	 F	 1	 4	 5
9	 Joey Marinac	 11	 D	 2	 2	 4
10	 Tyler Sworsky	 12	 F	 0	 3	 3
17	 Cody Packingham	 12	 F	 1	 2	 3
20	 Maysen Rust	 -	 F	 0	 1	 1
30	 Dylan Parker	 12	 G	 0	 1	 1

No.	 Name	 Gr	 W-L-T	 GAA	 SV%
30	 Dylan Parker	 12	 18-4-0	 1.64	 .917
1	 Cason Sjerven	 12	 6-0-0	 1.27	 .938

By the numbers
Power Play percentage: 	 45.1
penalty kill percentage: 	90.4
goals scored per game: 	 4.61
goals allowed per game: 	1.61

Statistics

ranked 
No.3

?

Inside
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Coach’s
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Moorhead Program info
Nickname: Spuds
Conference: Mariucci
Section: 8AA
2012-13 Record: 14-11-2
State trips: 1992, 93, 94, 
95, 97, 2001, 02, 03, 04, 05, 
09, 11, 12, 13
Coach: Pete Cullen
Assistants: Dale Lund, 
Jason Gregoire, Jim 
MacFarlane, Sean Bertie
Home arena: Moorhead 
Sports Center, Moorhead
Last season: Lost to 
Lakeville South in Class 
2A third-place game, 2-1

By Tim Kolehmainen

For 13 years, the path to the state tournament ouf of the northwest 
corner of the state has gone through Moorhead. The spuds have played in the 
section 8AA final every year since falling in the quarterfinals in 2000. It’s an 
amazing streak that continued this year despite the graduation of all-state 
goaltender Michael Bitzer and the retirement of longtime coach DAve morin-
ville.

When the Spuds (14-11-2) made it nine state tournament trips in that same 
time span with a 2-0 shutout of Brainerd this season, first-year coach Pete 
Cullen was asked if it was a vindication of his coaching. 

“I never thought of it like that,” said Cullen, who played on the 1994 and 1995 
spuds’ teams that finished second in the state along with his cousin, matt 
cullen, and under his uncle, coach terry cullen. “I’m really just proud of the 
guys. It’s not about me. I’m proud of the guys and the effort they put in.”

That’s the Moorhead way -- and one that has led to such a long string of 
success. Now Cullen hopes to bring Moorhead to even greater heights in his 
first season. The spuds have never won the whole enchilada, but have finished 
second a record seven times. 

Pete Cullen

{ Cullen took over this winter after 
longtime spuds’ coach dave Morinville 
retired. the 1995 moorhead graduate 
was an assistant under morinville last 
season and has also coached in the 
moorhead youth hockey association for 
nearly a decade. state tournament 
fans might remember cullen. He played in the state 
tourney with the spuds in 1994 and 1995, finishing second 
both years (two of moorhead’s record seven runner-
up finishes). Cullen also played collegiately at the 
University of Wisconsin-River Falls.

Trek to the X
Date	 Opponent	 Score

11/27	 @ Alexandria	 8-4

12/1	 Benilde	 1-6

12/4	 @ Fargo South (ND)	11-0

12/6	 Bemidji	 5-4

12/8	 Buffalo	 4-1

12/11	 Roseau	 4-3

12/15	 Centennial	 1-5

12/18	 @ Brainerd	 4-1

12/21	 @ Blaine	 0-3

12/22	 @ Minnetonka	 3-3

12/27	 Eden Prairie	 4-2

12/28	 Wayzata	 3-4

12/29	 Elk River	 3-8

1/5	 Duluth East	 1-5

1/10	 Brainerd	 5-8

1/12	 @ Breck	 4-6

1/17	 E Grand Forks	 4-3

1/19	 Warroad	 6-2

1/22	 @ Roseau	 2-0

2/1	 Grand Rapids	 3-5

2/7	 @ Thief Rvr Falls	 4-7

2/9	 @ Bemidji	 4-4

2/12	 @ SC Tech	 4-1

2/16	 Hill-Murray	 4-6

Section 8AA Playoffs

2/19	 River Lakes	 8-2

2/23	 Bemidji	 5-1

2/27	 Brainerd	 2-0

Spuds

Prediction
This isn’t the 

same moorhead 
team that 
relied heavily on 
goaltender michael 
bitzer...but that 
doesn’t make it 
any less dangerous. When 
the Spuds are on, they 
can upset anyone and that 
includes quarterfinal 
foe Duluth East. veteran 
forwards will be key.

Jacob DittmerAlex MehnertTony Uglem

Forwards Defensemen Goalies

Champions of Section 8AA

{ Forwards: “We have to push the pace. 
When we’re going hard and fast, we’re 
pretty darn good,” said Cullen. “It 
works for us and what works for us, 
we’re going to try and stick with it.” 
The strength of this year’s moorhead 
team is up front, where veteran 
forwards Tony and Nick uglem, Thomas 
Carey and Aaron Herdt have been key to 
its success. The Uglem twins are both 
long and lanky with great reach, but 
Tony is the sniper and nick is more of a 
playmaker. Carey has fit well into both 
roles. Herdt, a junior, is a high-energy 
player with a wicked shot.

{ DEFENSE: It’s been a growing 
season for an inexperienced group of 
defensemen, but they’ve come together 
well. sophomores will borgen and Alex 
Mehnert have arguably been the most 
valuable and consistent blue liners. 
junior John O’Connor has good puck-
rushing ability and senior Eric Barker is 
small in stature but tough. 

{ GOALTENDING: replacing michael 
bitzer was going to be impossible. But 
since getting the full-time job after 
the holidays, sophomore jacob dittmer 
has been effective in goal. he’s a tall 
goaltender who fills the net.

Team snapshot

No.	 Name	 Gr	POS	 G	 A	Pts
10	 Tony Uglem	 12	 F	 20	 24	 44
8	 Aaron Herdt	 11	 F	 20	 18	 38
27	 Thomas Carey	 12	 F	 20	 16	 37
17	 Nicholas Uglem	 12	 F	 11	 17	 28
19	 Will Borgen	 10	 D	 3	 17	 20
6	 Alex Mehnert	 10	 D	 2	 14	 16
20	 Grant Weiss	 11	 F	 6	 6	 12
22	 John O’Connor	 11	 D	 5	 7	 12
14	 Leif Johnson	 12	 F	 6	 2	 8
11	 Austin Skjefte	 11	 F	 4	 3	 7
23	 Patrick O’Connor	 9	 D	 4	 2	 6
25	 Eric Barker	 12	 D	 1	 4	 5
24	 Tucker Masseth	 12	 F	 1	 3	 4
2	 Nick Paulson	 11	 F	 2	 1	 3
12	 Zach Holdgrewe	 11	 F	 0	 2	 2
15	 Jayden Masseth	 10	 F	 0	 2	 2
3	 Thomas Greene	 10	 F	 0	 1	 1
5	 Codee Brace	 9	 F	 1	 0	 1
21	 Jacob Odegard	 10	 F	 1	 0	 1
33	 Jacob Dittmer	 10	 G	 0	 1	 1

No.	 Name	 Gr	 W-L-T	 GAA	 SV%
33	 Jacob Dittmer	 10	 11-6-2	 2.52	 .909
30	 Peter MacFarlane	 12	 3-5-0	 5.02	 .821

By the numbers
Power Play percentage: 	 21.8
penalty kill percentage: 	70.2
goals scored per game: 	 3.96
goals allowed per game: 	3.48

Statistics

unranked

?
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Class

2A

Class

1A

11 a.m., 3/7, Xcel

Moorhead (14-11-2)

Duluth east (24-4-0, No. 2)

1 P.m., 3/7, Xcel

Lakeville North (11-15-1)

Edina (22-6-0, No. 3)

6 p.m., 3/7, Xcel

Eastview (18-9-1)

Hill-Murray (25-2-1, No. 1)

8 p.m., 3/7, Xcel

Centennial (22-4-2, No. 5)

Wayzata (21-7-0, No. 4)

6 p.m., 3/8, Xcel

8 p.m., 3/8, Xcel

7 p.m., 3/9, Xcel

4 p.m., 3/9, Xcel

Champion

Third place

10 a.m., 3/8, Mariucci

12 p.m., 3/8, Mariucci

12 p.m, 3/9, Mariucci
Consolation

11 a.m., 3/6, Xcel

Marshall (14-10-1)

Breck (24-3-1, No. 2)

1 P.m., 3/6, Xcel

Duluth Marshall (16-12-0)

Hermantown (23-4-1, No. 3)

6 p.m., 3/6, Xcel

St. cloud Apollo (18-10-0)

St. Thomas Acad (24-2-2, No. 1)

8 p.m., 3/6, Xcel

Rochester Lourdes (20-8-0, No. 5)

East Grand Forks (22-3-3, No. 4)

11 a.m., 3/8, Xcel

1 p.m., 3/8, Xcel

12 p.m., 3/9, Xcel

9 a.m., 3/9, Xcel

Champion

Third place

10 a.m., 3/7, Mariucci

12 p.m., 3/7, Mariucci

10 a.m, 3/9, Mariucci
Consolation


