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ST. THOMAS ACADEMY
CadetsProgram info

Nickname: Cadets
Conference: Classic Suburban
Section: 4A
Record: 23-5-0
State trips: 1999, 2005, 06
Champs, 07, 08 Champs, 11
Coach: Tom and Greg Vannelli

Stat leaders

Scorers G A Pts
Peter Krieger 14 31 45
Alex Johnson 19 24 43
Eric Schurhamer 15 27 42
Andrew Commers 21 19 40
Tom Novak 16 22 38
Tony Bretzman 8 23 31
Henry Hart 13 15 28
Austin Sattler 12 13 25
Matt Perry 12 9 21
Wyatt Schmidt 3 15 18

Goalies W-L-T GA SV
David Zevnik 14-4-1 1.75 .910
Ian West 8-0-0 0.97 .937

Playoff roster

#   Name Pos Gr
1  Ian West G 12
2  Jack Dougherty D 10
3  TJ Samec F 11
4  Wyatt Schmidt D 11
5  Eric Schurhamer D 12
6  Tony Bretzman D 11
7  Grant Sattler D 12
8  Jack Jenson F 10
10 Pat McFadden F 11
14 Henry Hart F 11
15 Tom Novak F 9
16 Gunnar Regan F 11
17 Seamus Donahue D 9
18 Austin Sattler F 11
19 Alex Johnson F 11
20 Peter Krieger F 12
21 Andrew Commers F 12
22 Dan McManus F 11
23 Matt Perry F 11
30 David Zevnik G 11

By Justin Magill

St. Thomas Academy scored 176 goals
last season, averaging 5.7 per game
while gunning its way to the state Class

A championship.

Almost half of those goals came from Zach
Schroeder, A.J. Reid and Matt Kroska, each of
whom scored 27. All three graduated last spring.

This year the Cadets have relied on an
altogether different approach in their attempt to
defend their title.

St. Thomas Academy allowed a stingy 39
goals in 25 regular season games. Through
three Section 4A playoff games, the Cadets have
allowed just two.

"Last year we were much more offensive,"
Cadets co-head coach Greg Vannelli said. "We
had to reload a little bit, but we have played
really well in our own zone."

Contributions on the blue line have been a
major role in the Cadetsʼ success in keeping the
puck out of their net, but the biggest key has
been the play of junior goaltender David Zevnik,
who once again has proven to be a more than
reliable mainstay in the crease.

"We have a great goalie," senior forward
Andrew Commers said. "There have been a lot
of times this season that he has come up with
big saves in big games.

"There isn't another goalie we would want to
have at state than him."

Entering the state Class 1A tournament,
Zevnik brings in an impressive 14-4-1 record,
1.75 goals-against average and a .910 save
percentage, eerily similar numbers to what he
had heading into St. Paul last season.

No. 2-seeded and No. 2-state ranked St.
Thomas Academy (23-5-0) plays Little Falls (19-
9-0) at 11 a.m. in the first of Wednesdayʼs
quarterfinal games at the Xcel Energy Center. 

“He's been unbelievable," Vannelli said.
"Usually you don't want to have a sophomore
starting in net for you, but his demeanor for that
position is nearly perfect.

"Whatever he did last year, he has shown no
signs of letting up, and you need to have good
goaltending in the state tournament."

Even though the Cadets have been strong on
defense, they have proven that they are not
inept when it comes to scoring.

St. Thomas Academy has four players with 40
or more points.

Peter Krieger, who anchors the Cadetsʼ top
line leads the way with 45 points (14 goals, 31
assists) and is joined by linemate Commers (21-

19-40) to form a potent one-two scoring punch.

Alex Johnson (19-24-43) and Eric Schurhamer
(15-27-42) have also eclipsed the 40-point mark.
Schurhamer, a senior defenseman, is one of 10
finalists for the Mr. Hockey award giving
annually to the stateʼs top senior skater. He has
committed to play at Maine.

Though their scoring totals do not have the
glamour compared to what the Cadets put up
year ago, they are still getting the results they
need.

"We had a lot of talent last year," Commers
said. "It's not to say we don't have it this year,
but we have guys in our locker room that have a
lot of heart and work hard.

"It's been a little different this year, but we are
winning games and are back at state."

Totino-Grace coach Mark Loahr has seen his
team's season end at the hands of the Cadets
for two consecutive seasons, including a 2-1
overtime defeat in the Section 4A finals on
March 2.

Loahr has noticed the difference in St.
Thomas Academy's play.

"They play really good defense," he said.
"Last year everyone knew they had the
firepower to score, but this team is really
impressive and tough to beat because of their
defensive play."

Is this seasonʼs version of the Cadets good
enough to defend their title?

"I thought anyone who came from our section
(4A) would be able to win state," Loahr said.
"They have guys like Commers who have been
there and done that, and they have a goalie
(Zevnik) that is one of the better ones out there."

With the power that represents the Class 1A
tournament field, especially the offense, Zevnik
and company will have to maintain or even ramp
up their play in the defensive zone.

"Defense wins championships," Zevnik said.
"We have been playing really well there all
season, so hopefully we can keep it up."

In addition to the difficulty of getting through
the teams in state tournament, the Cadets have
the proverbial target on their back from being
the defending state champions.

While that may be strenuous for most teams,
Vannelli said it is something that comes with the
territory in playing for St. Thomas Academy.

"I think over the past five or six years, we
have had that," he said. "We are used to it and
that shouldn't be a problem for us."

"We just have to continue to play our game,"
Commers said. "As long as we do that, we give
ourselves a shot."

Can they win?

The Cadets already have de-
feated three state tourney en-
trants in Duluth Marshall,
Rochester Lourdes and Breck.
Three of St. Thomas Academy’s
losses this season were by one
goal to Class AA powerhouses
who have won their sections.
"We have played in a lot of close
games this year," Cadets co-head
coach Greg Vannelli said. "I
would think that would help us
at state."

-- Justin Magill

Coach’s Corner

Since brothers Greg and Tom
Vannelli took over as the co-
head coaches at St. Thomas
Academy in 2003, state tourna-
ment appearances have become
the norm. The 2011-2012 season
marks the sixth time the Cadets
will play at the Xcel Energy Cen-
ter (2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2011
and 2012). The Cadets won titles
in 2006, 2008 and 2011. Tom
Vanelli was a standout high
school player at St. Paul Acad-
emy and later starred at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota.

Road to the X

Date Opponent Score
Dec. 3 Duluth Marshall 4-3 W
Dec. 10 at Hill-Murray 1-2 L
Dec. 14 at Roch Lourdes 8-1 W
Dec. 17 Henry Sibley 11-1 W
Dec. 22 at Cretin-DH 5-2 W
Dec. 26 Holy Angels (Schn) 9-3 W
Dec. 27 Duluth East (Schn) 4-5 L
Dec. 28 Edina (Schwan) 2-3 L
Jan. 5 at South St. Paul 1-0 W
Jan. 7 at Mahtomedi 5-3 W
Jan. 12 at Tartan 5-1 W
Jan. 14 Holy Family Cath. 8-0 W
Jan. 17 North St. Paul 6-1 W
Jan. 21 at Breck 3-2 W
Jan. 26 Hill-Murray 2-5 L
Jan. 28 at Richfield 10-1 W
Jan. 31 at Totino-Grace 1-0 W
Feb. 2 at Henry Sibley 14-0 W
Feb. 4 South St. Paul 8-1 W
Feb. 9 Mahtomedi 4-1 W
Feb. 11 Tartan 3-0 W
Feb. 14 Simley 7-0 W
Feb. 16 at North St. Paul 6-0 W
Feb. 18 at Roseau 7-0 W

Section 4A playoffs
Feb. 23 Henry Sibley 11-1 W
Feb. 28 South St. Paul 5-0 W
Mar. 2 Totino-Grace 2-1 W

Defending
champs!


