THE BREAKDOWN AND THE MINNESOTA HOCKEY HUB PRESENT
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By Tim Kolehmainen

chnology has expanded
the reach of the
Virginia/Mt. lron-Buhl
empire. Minutes after beating Iron
Range rival Hibbing/Chisholm in
the Section 7A final last
Wednesday, Blue Devils coach
Keith Hendrickson began receiving
a flood of congratulatory text
messages.

“We weren't even on the bus
yet,"laughed Hendrickson, who is
enjoying his second straight trip to
the state tournament. “Right after
the game, | was getting texts from
a former player who is now a Major
in the Marines, calling from
Quantico. (Former Blue Devil star)
Matt Niskanen texted from Dallas
(where he plays for the NHL's
Dallas Stars).

“With technology, people have
really been following”

It's a good news, bad news
situation. For all the
congratulations also come the
comments when things don't go
as well. Last year, those same text
message playfully chided
Hendrickson after the Blue Devils
lost both games at state.

Virginia is hoping for a better
result to this year’s state
tournament experience. This
year’s juniors were fresh-faced
sophomores last year when the
Blue Devils were two-and-done.
The pain from those losses was
tough to let go.

“Last year, when we lost the
second game in the consolation
rounds, a bunch of our
sophomores wouldn’t come out of
the locker room for at least an
hour,”Hendrickson recalled.
“Losing two games didn't sit well
with them and it was a real
motivating factor.”

An older and stronger Blue

Devils team awaits its first-round
game against Hermantown this
time around. The two teams are
familiar foes up in the Northeast
corner of the state.

Hermantown took a 4-2 victory
over Virginia just a
few days before
Christmas on the
Hawks’home rink.
Hermantown held a
distinct 44-17 shot
advantage, but senjor Krebsbach
goalie Casey Myhre
kept the Blue Devils in the game —
something he'll be counted for this
week.

“No matter who you are, your
goaltending has to hold up,”
Hendrickson said. “You have to
have good goaltending to get
there throughout the playoff run,
but sometimes the bright lights
and the Xcel can really throw a
curveball at some pretty good
hockey players for the first period
orso.”

Myhre (10-3-3, 1.91, .922) has
been a surprise this year, as he has
improved into a good varsity
goaltender through plenty of hard
work.

What hasn't been a
surprise is the
offensive firepower of
the Blue Devils, led
by SCSU-bound
junior Garrett
Hendrickson (32-44-76). Butitisn't
a one-man show, according to
Coach Hendrickson, Garrett's
father. He plays all three lines and
doesn't shorten his bench.

Hendrickson

“They’ve earned the right to
play and | trust them all,”
Hendrickson said. “These kids
have all had played a lot of hockey
and they have confidence in
themselves. You can't expect kids
to have confidence if you don't
give them the chance to gain it
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PROGRAM INFO

Nickname: Blue Devils
Conference: Iron Range
Section: 7A

Record: 18-7-3

State trips: 2005, 09, 10
Coach: Keith Hendrickson

STAT LEADERS

Scorers G A Pts
G.Hendrickson 32 44 76
Andrew Judnick 19 25
Dan Chesser 17 23
Wes Judnick 8 32
Travis Eddy 18 20

Goalies W-L-T GA
Casey Myhre 10-3-3 1.91 .922
Andy Milbridge 8-4-0 3.08 .855

FULL ROSTER

# Name Gr
1 Casey Myhre 12
2 Troy Nichols 11
3 Andrew Judnick 12
4 Gavin Nichols 11
5 John Morgan 11
6 Dan Fossland 12
7 Garrett Hendrickson 11
8 Wes Judnick 11
9 Jordan Krebsbach 12
10 Dan Chesser 12
12 Derek Judnick 10
16 Trey Carlson 12
19 Tom Norlander 11
20 Tyler Goodrie 10
21 Jace Friedlieb 11
22 Christian Belobaba 12
25 Travis Eddy 11
26 Marc Krebsbach 10
27 Evan Burchell 12
29 Andy Milbridge 11

RoOAD TO THE X

Section 7A Quarters, 2/25
Virginia/MIB 22, Silver Bay 0

Eddy 4 goals, 4 assists
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Chesser and Nichols 3 goals, 2
assists each

Section 7A Semis, 2/27
Virginia/MIB 3, DMarshall 2 OT
Myhre 27 saves

Norlander 1 goal

Section 7A Finals, 3/3

THE BLUE DEVILS WILL WIN THE STATE TITLE IF... Virginia/MIB 3, Hibbing 0

. . .. p . Myhre 28 saves
Tim Kolehmainen: The junior class uses last year’s state experience as a Y

springboard to this tournament. They were disappointed by losing both
games last year and don't want to suffer a repeat. Photos / Tim Kolehmainen

Krebsbach 1 goal, 1 assist




