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 Men's E/Rec Slow Pitch Northern National Champions

From L-R: Front row kneeling- Ryan Engel, Jeremy McLeod, Austin Mill, Tony Dale Middle 
row standing (behind Banner) - Quincy Pierce, Shaun Henderson Back row standing- Zac 
Martin, Mitch Feist, Tre Henderson, Dan Schwab, Aaron Teigen, Collin Boehrns, Ty Oakland. 

A Bismarck team Dickinson Law/ Knife River/ Vue captured the title at the E/Rec Northern National 
held in Mandan over the Labor Day Holiday. This team had earlier won the State Championship in the 
Rec Once Division.

Coaches:
WE have scheduled the USA 

ND JO Fastpitch meeting for Sun-
day October 15th, in Jamestown, 
at the Gladstone Inn. Meeting will 
start at 10:00 AM hopefully done 
by noon, but we could go later.....

Agenda items include...
• State of the State in North 

Dakota.
• USA Softball Registrations, 

Insurance, Regulations, etc.
• Rosters/Roster Deadlines, ad-

dress issues..........
• Set Dates for Invitationals and 

State Tournament.(State in Fargo 
for 2018???).....

• USA Softball Northern Region 
Nationals.

• Class B committee for recruit-

ing teams to state tournament.....
• North Dakota All American 

12u Tryouts.

As most of you know, this is 
our only schedule meeting for the 
year and it would be great to have 
as many of you there as possible. 
If you can't make please send 
someone from your organization. 
We need your input from everyone 
involved, that cares about youth 
softball in North Dakota.

Please let me know if you can 
make it, or if you have any addi-
tional agenda items or comments.

 
Sincerely,
Brian Neuhardt
ND JO Fastpitch Commissioner
Cell 701-425-2345

NOTICE:

By Bryan Jones

Fargo Miller Lite won the 2017 
Masters 35 and over National Tour-
nament held in Fargo on August 
26-27, capping off  a tremendous 
season beating Bismarck Mann 
Energy 17-9 in the “if” Champion-
ship game. Miller Lite ended the 
tournament with a record of 4-1 
and remained the only team left in 
the double elimination tournament 
to take home the gold medals and 
National Champion trophy.

Miller Lite came in as one of 
the favorites for the tournament 
as the Masters 35 Division 2 State 
Champion and played like it. The 
extremely veteran team, many 
players born prior to their sponsor’s 
namesake beverage, (six older than 

50, seven over 40) began with a 
win over West Fargo Core Health, 
18-9. They played well again later 
that afternoon, besting the Ransom 
County Buzzards 16-6.

Sunday morning was more of 
a challenge, as the Fessenden 
Krahler’s team also stood unde-
feated. In a back and forth game, 
Miller Lite pulled it out 11-9 with 
some great defense and timely hit-
ting. They fell behind quickly in 
the fi rst inning giving up fi ve runs 
to Krahlers, but scored four of their 
own in the bottom half. Both teams 
stuggled a bit to get much going of-
fensively after that, eventually lead-
ing to a well-fought Fargo victory.

Off ense was saved for the cham-
pionship games. Bismarck Mann 
Energy avenged their Saturday 

afternoon loss to Krahlers, by 
dispatching them in the 3rd place 
game. Needing to defeat Miller Lite 
twice, Mann won the fi rst game of 
the championship 21-15. However, 
Miller Lite reached back into their 
veteran pockets to regroup and win 
17-9 in the “if” game. Bismarck 
Mann Energy fi nished as National 
Tournament Runner Up for the 
second consecutive year. Accord-
ing to tournament director Steve 
Granberg, the likely MVP would 
be Bill Footitt of Miller Lite, who 
hit 11/12 prior to the championship 
doubleheader.

Miller Lite, the beverage, boasts 
a “deep, radiant, golden quality”, 
Fargo Miller Lite, the softball team, 
defi nitely lived up to their sponsor’s 
golden standards.

Fargo Miller Lite takes gold in hometown National

Masters 35 Division 2 state champs reign in 35 National as well
Action from the Special Olympics Tournament.

Bismarck/Mandan hosts 
Special Olympic Softball

Twenty four teams from thirteen states and Canada gathered in 
Bismarck/Mandan to participate in the 2017 Special Olympics North 
American softball championship from August 17 through August 20. 
Five states fi elded multiple teams with Georgia leading the way with four 
teams, Missouri had three teams, while Texas, Wisconsin and Illinois each 
brought two teams to the event.

It marked the fi rst time this nationwide event was held in North Dakota 
and it required several organizations to put on the three day event, includ-
ing Special Olympics North American, Special Olympics North Dakota, 
USA Softball and the Bismarck/Mandan Convention and Visitors Bureau 
and Bismarck Parks and Recreation Department. Moose International has 
been the presenting sponsor for the past nine years.

Special Olympics was the brainchild of Eunice Kennedy Shiver, the 
sister of John F. Kennedy who conceived the idea in 1968.

The tournament was highlighted by an impressive Opening Ceremony 
featuring the March of Champions in which each of the 24 teams gathered 
in the fi eld and then marched past the grandstand. State Attorney General 
Wayne Stenehjem and a representative from the North Dakota Special 
Olympics team lighted the Olympic Torch, followed by the presentation 
of Colors by the North Dakota Highway Patrol Color Guard. A fi reworks 
display concluded the festivities on a beautiful summer evening.

More photos... continued on page 15
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From the Sidelines

Oh my where did the Summer 
go?  It seems to have really fl own 
by.  And as I write this letter it is the 
fi rst day of Fall.  We have fi nished 
up another successful Softball sea-
son.   All the State Tournaments 
are in along with 2 National Tour-
naments.   And a very successful 
North American Special Olym-
pics Tournament that was held in 
Bismarck-Mandan this year.  This 
is the very fi rst time that this event 
has been held in North Dakota.

     Here are the State Champi-
ons for 2017.  Winning the Class 
c was 3X Gear/The Box/Ballyard/
Sports from Fargo.  Winning the 
Class D was Ground Round/Tro-
jan/Hugo’s Wine & Spirit from 
Grand Forks.  Winning the Rec 
1 was Dickson Law/Knife River/
VUE Community Credit Union 
from Bismarck.  Winning the Rec 
2 East was Driftwood Lounge from 
Wahpeton.  Winning the Rec 2 West 
was Rubicon Mortgage Advisors 
from Bismarck.  Winning the Rec 3 
East was Dietz Properties/Loft Bar 
& Grill from Grand Forks.  Win-

ning the Rec 3 West was Premier 
Physical Therapy from Minot.  
The Rec 4 East winners was Car-
rington.  The Rec 4 West winners 
was Precision Underground from 
Bismarck.  The Masters 35 Div 1 
winner was Heartland Investors 
from Mandan.  Div 2 winner was 
Miller Lite from Fargo.  And Div 3 
winner was Hamre Seed Cleaning 
from Devils Lake.  In the Masters 
40- the Div 1 winner was Mandan 
Roughriders and the Div 2 winner 
was LaMoure Gentzkows Trucking.  
In the 50 Metal Bat- the winner was 
Mandan Mariner Construction.  In 
the 50 Wood Bat the Div 1 winner 
was Mandan Dust-Tex and the Div 
2 winner was Minot Kruse.  In the 
State Co-ed the Div 1 winner was 
JUC Redskins.  The Div 2 winner 
was Tanged.  The Div 3 winner was 
Kelly’s Bar-Noreen from Grand 
Forks.   And the Div 4 winner was 
Hankey Law.  Congratulations to 
all the State Champions and to all 
the teams that participated.

     The Tournament Series again 
was very successful.  Many teams 

participated in the Series in the dif-
ferent classes.  Look for the Series 
to continue again next year.

     The Masters 35 and over 
National Tournament was held in 
Fargo this year on Aug. 25-27 with 
12 teams participating. The tourna-
ment was won by Fargo Miller Lite.  
Big thanks to tournament director 
Steve Granberg(Booey)and his 
many volunteers that ran this tour-
nament.  The E/Rec National was 
held in Mandan Sept 1-3 with 39 
teams participating.  The Champion 
was Dickson law/Knife River/Vue 
Community Credit Union from 
Bismarck. Big thanks to tourna-
ment director Naomi Erdahl and her 
many volunteers.  Mandan always 
puts on a great tournament with 
their experienced volunteer base.  
Keep in mind that the following 
National tournaments will be held 
in North Dakota next year- Mandan 
will host the National Men’s 35 
and over  and Fargo will host the 
Class D National.  So start getting 
your teams put together for these 2 
great events. 

     There are still 2 end of the year 
meetings lined up for this Fall.  The 
Task Force meeting will be held 
Nov.4th in Valley City and the Mas-
ters meeting will be held Oct 7th in 
Jamestown.  Email me with any-
thing that you would want brought 
up at either of these meetings and 
they will get discussed.  The team 
move-ups have been completed and 
are in this issue someplace for your 
viewing. If anyone has questions on 
the moveups please get ahold of me.

     A big thanks goes out to all the 
great folks that help keep our State 
Softball Program going in North 
Dakota thriving.  Give yourself 
a pat on the back.  Your work is 
very much apprciated.  From our 
State offi  cers, league reps, umpires, 
sponsors,all the way down to our 
grounds crews that do such a good 
job.  And a huge thank you to you 
players, because without you we 
would NOT need the rest of us.

 
Have a great Fall and Winter 

everyone and see you in the Spring!

I need to talk about and congratu-
late all the USA of North Dakota JO 
State tournament champions for the 
2017 season.  First off , there were 
62 teams entered, 9 championships 
were crowned in 9 diff erent divi-
sions. We played 120 games over 3 
days, with 14 diamonds being used 
on Saturday morning to complete 
the tournament. Bismarck Parks & 
Recreation Dept. did a phenomenal 
job again in getting the diamonds 
ready for use. Again, like last year 
the second round on Friday night 
was rained out with 1.3 inches of 
rain that fell in Bismarck. Speak-
ing of the rain I attended (5) youth 

tournaments this summer and it 
rained or rained over night at all (5) 
of them. And they tell me there was 
a drought this year!!!

A major thank you, to the Bis-
marck youth Fastptich Board, led 
by Billy Schmidt President, Val 
Gerving, Kristin Morris, Keri Pot-
ter, and Bryan Hinsz. That group 
spent a lot of hours in putting that 
tournament together.  There were 
26 umpires that worked the tour-
nament, Mike Wolf was our UIC.  
We need to thank those umpires, 
and Mike Wolf for recruiting and 
scheduling the umpires from across 
the state. Make sure to thank the 

umpires for their commitment to 
softball. Give them hug.

Our 12U regional teams that 
consisted of 5 players and 1 coach 
from North Dakota, had a fantastic 
time in Oklahoma City for the 12U 
National games. The weather was 
sweltering hot with temperatures 
and humidity in the 90’s. Those 
games were held at Hall of Fame 
stadium in Oklahoma City the 
weekend of August 18 – 20th. 
Again Congratulations to coach 
Kyle Christiansen, his daughter 
Taylor Christiansen, Logan Gron-
berg, Brooklyn Morris, Cambry 
Frantsvog and Kristin Galloway. 
Our North Dakota kids were split 
up with 2 on the Region 8 red team 
and 3 on the Green team. These 
teams were combined with other 
girls from Minnesota, South Da-
kota and Wisconsin. The two teams 
combined, fi nished with record of 
1 – 6, but were playing against other 
12u girls, of which, had already 
committed to major Division 1 
colleges. Yes at 12 years old!!! It 
was my understanding, that it was 
quite the lifetime experience. Also 
Congratulations to Logan Gronberg 
for hitting a Home run in one of 
her games. 

Next Spring there will be new 

turfed fi elds to play on, in Bismarck 
and Minot, for the High school 
season. Finally the Turfed Field at 
the Legacy Complex will be ready 
for play. The other grass fi eld that 
is there may or may not be ready 
for Spring. All depends on the 
fall growing season. In Minot, the 
South Hill complex is in the process 
of removing the grass on the 2 west 
fi elds and replacing those with turf, 
new fence and dugouts. Excited to 
see the fi nal product for both of the 
fi elds and can’t wait to see teams 
playing on those fi elds. Congratu-
lations to those organizations for 
making that happen. 

We have scheduled the JO State 
meeting for Sunday October 15th, 
at the Gladstone Inn in Jamestown. 
Meeting will start at 10:00 AM. 
I would like the leaders of all the 
organizations in different towns 
in North Dakota, to attend. Items 
on the agenda include scheduling 
of tournament play for next sum-
mer, play in the state tournament, 
state tournament deadlines, roster 
deadlines, 12U All American game 
tryouts, Northern Region Nationals 
and classifi cation of teams. Any 
comments or suggestions would 
be appreciated. Please email me at 
brian.neuhardt@yahoo.com.

It’s been a busy softball sum-
mer in North Dakota including the 
North American Special Olympics 
in Bismarck plus two national 
tournaments, one in Fargo and the 
other in Mandan and the Fargo/
Moorhead Hall of Fame inducted 
their second class of inductees.  
The Special Olympics came to 
Bismarck-Mandan for the fi rst time 
ever and was a spectacular event.  
Details are in another story in this 
issue.  The same is true of the two 
National tournaments in the state, 
stories on each are included in this 
issue and also details on the Fargo/
Moorhead Hall of Fame. 

As a grand fi nale to our season, 
state Commissioner Dick Gulmon 
is being inducted into the National 
Hall of Fame at a ceremony to 
be held Saturday, October 21 in 
Greensboro, North Carolina.  He 
joins three other North Dakotans 

in the shrine:  The late Duane 
“Tiny” Schafer, long time state 
commissioner; the late   L.R. “Tarz” 
Timm  of Jamestown, a legendary 
umpire; and Gary Tharaldson spon-
sor extraordinaire and player and 
manager of some of the best slow 
pitch teams in the history of softball 
in the state.  Our congratulations 
to Dick for earning this honor and 
for representing our state on the 
National level.  His resume is im-
pressive, not just for his activities in 
softball but for his involvement in 
virtually every worthy cause in his 
home town of Valley City.  

I normally get the brackets from 
each State softball tournament and 
use them to fashion a story on each 
state championship.  An unusual 
coincidence caused me some confu-
sion this year as a Bismarck team, 
Dickson Law, Knife River, Vue 
Credit Union captured both the 

state title in the Rec. One Division 
but also claimed the championship 
in the E/Rec Northern National in 
Mandan.  Not only that but there 
were the same number of teams 
in each of these two tournaments.  
It took a couple of phone calls to 
confi rm the fact that this team had 
won both tournaments.  

We also are very proud of 
Bismarck’s Naomi Erdahl who 
achieved a long time goal of hers 
when she gained certifi cation as 
an umpire now qualifi ed to work 
international softball.  The certifi ca-
tion school took place in California 
and Naomi scored a 79.5 out of a 
possible 80 points.  What used to 
be the International Softball Fed-
erationis now the World Baseball 
and Softball Confederation and I 
believe that Naomi is the fi rst North 
Dakota umpire to ever  qualify as an 
umpire for international softball.  A 

separate story is also in this issue of 
Softball News. 

Two North Dakota slow pitch 
umpires landed plum assignments 
at the National Level with Tom 
Hamkens and Ben Birkemeyer 
umpiring national championships in 
Oklahoma City.  Hamkens worked 
the Men’s Class B National Cham-
pionship and Birkemeyer worked 
the Men’s Super National Cham-
pionship.  Separate stories are also 
featured in this issue.  

Congratulations to all state 
championship teams and many 
thanks to all our sponsors without 
whom we would not have the suc-
cessful program we enjoy in the 
state.  Stay well and I hope to see 
many of you around the diamonds 
during the 2018 season.  
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It seems like we just get started 
with the softball season and then 
it is over before we know it.  For 
having such a small window of 
opportunity to play softball in ND 
we sure do get a lot accomplished 
and we always seem to make the 
most of the time we have to enjoy 
softball.  

We recently fi nished hosting two 
successful national softball tourna-
ments in North Dakota this sum-
mer.  Fargo was host to the Men’s 
35 & Over National Tournament.  
As usual, North Dakota teams a 
great job in helping support Fargo 
in their eff orts to host this national 
tournament!    Steve Granberg, 
Tournament Manager, and his tour-
nament committee along with the 
Fargo Men’s Softball Association 
did a great job to help make this 
tournament a memorable one for 
all who played and umpired in it!  
Jack Jones as the ASA Representa-
tive and did a great job in helping 
make the tournament run smoothly, 
while I was honored to serve as the 
Umpire-in-Chief and Tim Watts 

from Lincoln, NE did a great job as 
the Assistant UIC.  Brad Eisenbeis 
was the Umpire Coordinator and 
did an excellent job.  

Mandan once again hosted the 
Men’s E National Tournament 
over Labor Day weekend and did 
an excellent job.  Naomi Erdahl, 
Tournament Manager, and her 
tournament committee along with 
the Mandan Parks and Recreation 
Department did a great job to help 
make this tournament a memorable 
one for all who played and umpired 
in it!  Jack Jones served as the ASA 
Representative.  Paul Kramer from 
Minneapolis was the Umpire-in-
Chief and Elliott Gerhardt from 
Bismarck did a great job as the 
Assistant UIC.  Allan Ziemann was 
the Umpire Coordinator and did 
an excellent job.  Hats off  to Larry 
Erickson, Bonnie Gerhardt, and 
Tim Kilber who did an excellent 
job taking care of all the umpires!  

We had a mix of umpires from 
all over the country and the umpires 
should all be proud of the eff orts 
they put forth on the fi eld at the two 

nationals!  Fargo was a very impor-
tant tournament for the umpires as 
it was a “Qualifying” tournament 
in their journey to become ASA 
Elite umpires which is the highest 
recognition an umpire can receive 
from ASA.  We also had several 
North Dakota umpires who worked 
national tournaments around the 
country this summer.  We also had 
North Dakota umpires who were se-
lected to work championship games 
at their respective tournaments.   It 
takes a lot of hard work and dedi-
cation to the game to be selected 
to umpire a national tournament!  
Great job ND umpires!!  

Over Labor Day weekend, I had 
the privilege of going to the Men’s 
E Western National in Yuma, Ari-
zona and help assist Justin Lauby 
from Phoenix who was the UIC.  
There was some great softball there 
and it was fun to see new teams 
and evaluate new umpires.  They 
run their tournaments there a little 
diff erent than here because of the 
extreme daytime heat.  On Friday 
night we started at 7:30pm and 

played until midnight.  On Satur-
day we played early from 9:00 to 
noon. We didn’t play from 12:00 
to 6:00pm and then started up again 
at 6:00pm and played until 1:00am 
or so. Sunday we didn’t start until 
5:00pm and played until midnight 
and then made the three hour drive 
back to Phoenix after the games on 
Sunday.  Good thing there wasn’t 
an “if” game!  

We had probably a once in a life-
time occurrence Saturday morning 
when Dove hunters were hunting 
too close to the diamonds and 
shooting toward the diamonds with 
shotgun pellets zinging off  the light 
poles and also other pellets landing 
close to the outfi elders.  We had to 
pull players off  the fi eld and call 
local law enforcement that helped 
move the hunters out of the area.  I 
know we have a lightning protocol 
in the rule book, but we were joking 
whether we needed to add a hunting 
protocol to the rule book!
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2017
October 21-27: ........................................... National Council Meeting: Greensboro, NC

As we close out another softball 
season, I would like to thank all 
the people who make our program 
a success. We are very fortunate 
to have so many people willing to 
serve in such important roles as 
league reps, tournament coordina-
tors, state and local board members, 
umpires, maintenance people and 
the endless volunteer’s in many 
diff erent capacities.  Many thanks 
to our partners in Parks & Recre-
ations departments in providing 
great facilities and quality softball 
programs for our players and fans to 
enjoy.  I would also like to thank the 
sponsors who make it possible for 
people to play the game of softball 
in North Dakota.  Please patron-
ize these great friends of softball 
whenever possible. 

A very special thank you to 
Gary & Connie Tharaldson and 
Tharaldson Companies for spon-
soring trophies and championship 
banners for 30 adult and 9 JO State 

Tournaments, as well as the USA 
Softball MSP Masters 35 National 
and E/Rec National Championship 
in North Dakota in 2017.  As we all 
know by the numbers of events, Th-
araldson’s donation is a signifi cant 
contribution to the USA Softball 
of North Dakota program.  The 
Tharaldson donation allows us to 
keep our entry fees at an aff ordable 
level and maximize team participa-
tion.  We extend our sincere appre-
ciation to Gary & Connie for their 
continued commitment to softball 
in North Dakota.  Be sure to thank 
them when you have a chance. 

2017 was another very success-
ful softball season in North Da-
kota that culminated with 507 adult 
teams participating in 30 state tour-
naments, 64 JO teams participating 
in 9 state tournaments and 51 teams 
in the Co-Ed state tournament this 
past year.  Thanks to all the teams, 
players and sponsors for supporting 
the USA Softball of North Dakota 

program and congratulations to all 
the champions in 2017.

We were fortunate to host two 
USA Softball National Champion-
ships in North Dakota this year.  
Mandan hosted the USA Softball 
Northern E/Rec National Cham-
pionship on Labor Day weekend.   
Naomi Erdahl and her staff  were 
very well organized and worked 
extremely hard to make this event 
a huge success.  Jack Jones served 
as the USA Softball Rep and Paul 
Kraimer of Minneapolis served 
as the UIC.  These offi  cials and 
the hundreds of volunteers are to 
be commended for providing the 
teams, players and fans with a 
quality experience.   Congrats to 
the National Champion Dickson 
Law/Knife River/VUE Credit 
Union of Bismarck.  North Dakota 
also hosted the USA Softball MSP 
Masters 35 Championship in Fargo 
in late August.  Steve Granberg and 
his staff  did a great job assisted by 

volunteers and the Fargo Slow Pitch 
Board of Directors.  Mike Wolf 
served as the UIC and Jack Jones 
served as the USA Softball Rep.  
Congratulations to Fargo Miller 
Lite who were crowned National 
Champions in the event.

We also hosted a very special 
event in North Dakota this past 
summer.  The 2017 Special Olym-
pics North America Softball Cham-
pionship was held in Bismarck 
August 17th-20th.  Teams, athletes, 
and umpires from all over the coun-
try came to North Dakota for this 
Softball Championship.   Offi  cials 
from International Moose, North 
and South Dakota Moose Lodges, 
Special Olympics of North Dakota, 
Special Olympics North America, 
Bismarck Parks & Rec, Bismarck/
Mandan CVB and hundreds of 
volunteers made the event a tre-

SOFTBALL – IT’S A FAMILY 
THING…This is a year of many 
fi rsts for me as my fi rst full season 
as your ND WSP Commissioner has 
come to an end.  My most memo-
rable fi rst was the fact that this was 
the very fi rst time I have EVER 
played on any women’s sports 
team with a family member.  This 
summer, I got to play softball with 
my cousin Carly.  Sure, there are 
MANY women I have played with 
the last 30 years who I consider the 
sisters I never had, but BLOOD is 
diff erent.  I was like a proud mom 
showing her off  when she dove for 
a ball or hit her fi rst homerun over 
the fence. I found myself telling 
everyone, “yep, that’s my cousin!”  
It was a WONDERFUL experience 
getting to know Carly this summer.  
Carly and I are over 17 years apart 
and grew up in diff erent states.  We 
ran in to each other every 4 years at 
family reunions or at a graduation 

or wedding every once in a while.  
This summer, we got to spend one 
night almost every week together 
and it was a blast!  I have always 
been on teams who have had sisters 
or wives who play together and 
never thought much of it, until this 
season when I realized how special 
it was to get to play with my cousin, 
Carly.

Looking over the women’s ros-
ters in this state, I have realized that 
we’re VERY LUCKY to have the 
opportunity to play softball with 
family.  I noticed SO MANY rosters 
with sisters, twins, wives, cousins, 
in-laws, mothers and daughters on 
them.  I think that this is somewhat 
rare this day and age, but North 
Dakota is diff erent – we stay and we 
play!  Please cherish every moment 
you have playing softball with fam-
ily and realize just how lucky you 
are to have this rare opportunity.

Another FIRST – We have a ND 

WSP DATABASE…It took some 
time, but thanks to Naomi Dell 
and the BWSSA, we got everyone 
entered to the best of our abilities.  
Some interesting facts and fi ndings:

The database has 4,137 entries 
– of these, 420 players are on more 
than one roster, which means we 
have approximately 3,697 women 
slow-pitch softball players in the 
state of ND—WOW!

We have 12 women playing who 
are in their 60’s

107 in their 50’s
Over 400 in their 40’s
Around 1,300 women in their 

30’s
Almost 1,700 in their 20’s
Approximately 272 teen-agers
And about 100 women whose 

birth date wasn’t listed
I think these numbers are VERY 

encouraging for the future of ND 
WSP.  Speaking of that…we are 
in the process of making some 

changes in ND WSP, but again, I 
need your help and ideas.  If you 
think we could be doing something 
better, let us know, BUT also pro-
vide us with an idea or two to help 
us fi gure out HOW to do it better.  
Email me anytime – hasnamer7@
outlook.com , so together we can 
make women’s softball in North 
Dakota the best that it can be.
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Ken Schwinden 80, of Fargo died 
Wednesday, October 4, 2017 at his 
home surrounded by his family 
and under the care of Hospice of 
the Red River Valley.  He was born 
May 1, 1937 to Moritz and Agnes 
(Kluck) Schwinden in Fargo.  He 
attended St. Mary’s Elementary and 
Shanley High School.  He married 
Norma Hebert on June 6, l964 and 
they raised four children.

Ken was very active in fast pitch 
softball as a player and an umpire.  
He retired as a player in 1979 
after a 24 year career.  He played 
several positions but was mainly 
a fi rst baseman and catcher.  He 
participated in 22 state tournaments 
and umpired for over 20 years.  He 
also served softball as a publicity 
manager, concession manager and 
district commissioner.  He was also 
a bowler and was very proud of the 
300 game he rolled.  In addition to 

softball umpiring, Ken also offi  ciat-
ed baseball, football and basketball.  
He was elected to the North Dakota 
Softball Hall of Fame in 1984 and 
the F-M Bowling Association Hall 
of Fame in 1989.

Ken is survived by his wife 
Norma, four children and a grand-
daughter. 

The Last Call

In the Men’s Masters 35, teams 
were classifi ed into three divisions 
for their tournament which was held 
in Mandan on July 29 and 30. 

DIVISION ONE
Mandan Heartland Investors won 

the Division One title with a display 
of offensive fireworks including 
18 to 3 victories over their first 
two opponents.  They beat Minot 
Wolding Trucking 18 to 3 in their 
opener and also beat Mann Energy 
of Bismarck by the same score to 
win their second tilt. Heartland 
then won twice over Fargo Sperle 
Masonry by scores of 12 to 5 and 19 
to 7 to claim the Division One Title. 

Sperle Masonry claimed runner-
up honors with victories over the 
Center Merchants 17 to 12 andMa-
ndan Eco Facility Services/Presort 
Plus 23 to 12  before dropping two 
games to Heartland 12 to 5 and 
19 to 7. 

DIVISION TWO
Fourteen teams competed for the 

title in Division Two with Fargo 
Miller Lite emerging as the champi-

on.  Miller Lite did it the hard way, 
dropping into the loser’s bracket in 
their third game and winning four 
in a row to capture the Division 
Two Title.  Miller Lite opened with 
an easy 18 to 5 win over Bismarck 
TC/Delebarre and then whipped a 
Mandan team, Bower’s Excavating 
17 to 14.  Krahler’s of Fessenden  
dumped Miller into the loser’s 
bracket in their third game by the 
score of 17 to 15.  Miller Lite then 
polished off  four teams to win the 
Division.  They beat Lee’s Bar of 
Rugby 23 to 9; VI/VR of Fargo 13 
to l;Krahler’s of Fessenden 13 to 6 
and Elliott Farms of Valley City in 
the championship fi nal 19 to 9.

Elliott Farms was the runner-up 
in Division Two with wins over 
Lee’s Bar of Rugby; Prairie Sup-
ply of Bismarck 18 to 14; VI/VR 
of Fargo19 to 9 and Krahler’s of 
Fessenden 8 to 5 before losing 
twice to eventual champion Miller 
Lite of Fargo.  

DIVISION THREE
A Devils Lake team sponsored by 

Hamre Seed Cleaning won the Divi-

sion Three championship winning 
fi ve games without a loss.  Devils 
Lake opened their quest for the title 
by beating the Bismarck Moose 
by ten runs 18 to 8 before beating 
another Bismarck team, HuHot 20 
to 14.  In their third game, they beat 
Mandan Seven Seas 9 to 4 before 
winning over Ransom County in a 
close game 11 to 9.  The champion-
ship game was another win over the 
Mandan Seven Seas team 19 to 8 as 
they took home the winner’s trophy 
in Division Three.

Mandan Seven Seas was the 
Division Runner-up losing only 
to Hamre’s of Devils Lake twice.  
Mandan won its  opening game with 
a ten run win over Minot Central 
Power 22 to 12 before winning 
another ten run game 18 to 8 over 
Rudy’s of Oakes.  They lost to 
Hamre’s of Devils Lake in game 
three 9 to 4 but bounced back with 
wins over Fargo Extreme Consult-
ing 12 to 4 and Ransom County 11 
to 10.  In the fi nal game, they lost 
again to Hamre’s 19 to 8.

Men’s Masters 35, Division One

Fargo-Moorhead Hall of 
Fame elects 2017 Class

Shrine honors area Softball Activists
By Bob Otto

The second class of Fargo/Moor-
head area inductees to the local Hall 
of Fame was inducted at the North-
side Softball Complex on August 
ll.  This year’s class included Mike 
Lien, Karen Schumacher, Joe Oliv-
ieri and Bruce Rahman.  They join 
2016 inductees Keith Rosenkranz, 
Pat Johnson, Randy Stevens, Duane 
Johnson, D-S Beverages, Inc. and 
Tharaldson Enterprise co-ed soft-
ball team.

The Fargo-Moorhead Hall of 
Fame was the brain child of long 
time softball activist Sharon Mor-
gan who starred as a fast pitch 
player and has 
stayed involved 
in the game ever 
since.  

MIKE LIEN:  
Lien played soft-
ba l l  for  many 
years in the Far-
go-Moorhead area 
and after his play-
ing days were over, he turned to 
offi  ciating where he was a fi xture 

in football, baseball, basketball and 
softball.  He served as the Deputy 
Umpire in Chief for the Fargo Slow 
Pitch organiza-
tion for several 
years before his 
retirement from 
that post in 2016.

K A R E N 
SCHUMACH-
ER: Schumacher 
began her softball 
career while in 
high school  in 
her home town of Watertown, 
Minnesota.  She went on to  play 
on and helped start a college fast 
pitch team at Moorhead State Col-
lege.  Her amateur teams won state 
and regional championships and 
she played in two 
national tourna-
ments in 1978 and 
1979.

JOSEF OLIV-
IERI:  Olivieri 
played fast pitch 
softball for over 
50 years but was 

best known as a team manager and 
sponsor.  Some of the best players 
in the area were members of his 
various teams and captured several 
state titles.  The 91 year old Olivieri 
was the face of Fargo fast pitch 
softball for many 
years and was ac-
claimed as Mr. 
Softball in Fargo.

BRIAN RAH-
MAN:  Rahman 
g rew up  nea r 
Mickelson Park 
where he spent 
hours learning his 
craft as a pitcher.  Many of Fargo’s 
best fast pitch hurlers performed in 
the home of Fargo fast pitch, Mick-
elson Park.  Rahman began playing 
and pitching fast pitch softball in 
the early 1980’s and soon devel-
oped a rise ball that helped propel 
his team to ASA Class B state and 
Regional Championships.  He 
was one of the many players who 
performed for Joe Olivieri’s teams 
and acknowledged that during his 
acceptance speech.  

Joe Olivieri acknowledges his induction into the Fargo/Moorhead 
Hall of Fame with Sharon Morgan who is the originator of the lo-
cal shrine.

Brian Rahman speaks as he is 
inducted into the Fargo/Moor-
head Hall of Fame.

Fargo Hall of Famer Dies

Ken Schwinden

One of North Dakota’s finest 
umpires, male or female has fi-
nally reached her long time goal 
of qualifying to work International 
Softball.  Naomi Erdahl started her 
umpiring career in Minot under 
the watchful eye of Luther Heaton, 
Deputy Umpire in Chief for Minot 
and Northwest North Dakota.  She 
also had help from the late Bobby 
Larson and the current DUIC for 
fast pitch Lyle Rader, now living 
and umpiring in Wahpeton.  

For the past several years she 
has headquartered in Bismarck and 
currently works as a Recreation 
Specialist for the Mandan Parks 
and Recreation Department.  She 
has played slow pitch softball for 
several years but has gravitated to 
fast pitch as an umpire.  She has 
worked as an umpire in Major Col-
lege Women’s Fast Pitch for the past 
few years including umpiring in the 
Big Ten Conference and other top 
rated softball conferences.  

In June of this year she attended 
an Umpire Certifi cation Seminar 
in Irvine, California where she 
umpired fi ve games under two of 
the top  women  umpires in the 
country.  Her goal was to qualify 
to work International Softball and 
she was evaluated each game on the 
many aspects of umpiring at the top 
level of the sport. Just a few of the 

categories on which she was judged 
were “composure, control and de-
meanor” stance behind the plate” 
reacting quickly and correctly to 
any situation” plate mechanics” 
handling coaches and players” in 
all  18 categories.  Her fi nal overall 
score was 79.5 out of a possible 
80.0!!!

Needless to say, the umpire 
community in North Dakota is es-
pecially proud of how well she did 
and is looking forward to seeing 
her working international softball 
on television.  Naomi has worked 
hard at mastering her craft and all 
umpires should recognize the added 
work and study she went through to 
reach her goal.  Best wishes from 
the “Blue Fraternity”.  

Naomi Erdahl qualifi es 
for International Softball

Naomi Erdahl

Tom Hamkens of Bismarck has 
reached one of his goals as a softball 
umpire when he worked the Men’s 
Class B Slow Pitch tournament in 
Oklahoma City.  The tournament 
was played in the Hall of Fame 
stadium.

Hamkens has been a softball 
umpire since 2005 when a couple 
of his buddies talked him into try-
ing umpiring after playing for 22 
years.  He has lived and worked in 
Bismarck since 1983 and is mar-
ried and the father of two sons.  He 
has worked a number of National 
tournaments in the state and was 
eager to work in the iconic stadium 
in Oklahoma City.  He credits state 
UIC Mike Wolf and two of his 
Bismarck deputies , Elliott Gerhardt 
and Terry O’Clair for his rise up the 
umpire ranks. 

Hankens umpires both fast pitch 
JO girls and adult slow pitch and 
has a couple more goals he’s like to 
reach:  Umpiring the Armed Forces 
championship and umpiring the 
Border Battle between teams from 
the United State and Canada.  

Bismarck Umpire works 
in Hall of Fame Stadium

Tom Hamkens
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Commissioner’s Column
continued from page 3

mendous success. Special thanks 
to Andy Dooley of USA Softball 
from Virginia and Craig Pippert of 
Special Olympics North America 
for bringing this event to Bismarck/
Mandan.  It was indeed one of the 
greatest events I have been involved 
in during my softball career. Our lo-
cal softball partners Bismarck Parks 
& Rec and the Bismarck/Mandan 
CVB once again went the extra mile 
for a National Softball event.  My 
thanks to all those who made this 
event possible for the athletes to 
compete and enjoy their experience 
in North Dakota. 

In early November I will be trav-
eling to Greensboro, North Carolina 
to attend the USA Softball National 
Council meeting.  We will be dis-
cussing many issues regarding rules 
and legislation for all aspects of the 
game as USA Softball is the Na-
tional Governing body of Softball 
in the United States.  

I would also like to thank our 

friends in the USA Softball Na-
tional Offi  ce for their assistance 
throughout the year.  USA Softball 
is fortunate to have a staff  of very 
dedicated individuals who do a 
tremendous amount of work for 
softball.  

Lastly, it has been my honor to 
serve as USA Softball of North 
Dakota State Commissioner.  We 
have a great softball program in 
North Dakota and it is due to all 
the people in the state who give so 
much of their time to the program.  
We have great leaders throughout 
the state who work very hard to 
promote participation in adult and 
JO leagues, tournaments and a qual-
ity experience for all.  My sincere 
thanks to each of you as we couldn’t 
do it without you.  

Have a safe and warm holiday 
season with family and friends.  
I look forward to seeing you all 
around the diamond next year.

D to C
Bases and Banks, Minot

Rec 1 to D
Corral Bar/Ramada, Bismarck
Rookies, West Fargo

Rec 2 to Rec 1
Silver Dollar MFI, West Fargo
Mulligans, Williston
KCs Krushers, Jamestown

Rec 3 to Rec 2
Mayport Insurance/HUB, Grand 

Traill
Plains Women, Mandan
Buster's Bar/Rockpile, Williston

Katie Kulzer, Bismarck
Solitude, Minot

Moved up at classifi cation 
meeting:

Rec 2 to Rec 1
O'Brians (McNamara), Bismarck

Rec 3 to Rec 2
Broken Drum, Grand Forks
Hideaway, Bismarck
Our Place Tavern, Bismarck
Railway Credit Union, Bismarck
Stadium Lodge, Bismarck
Fried's State Farm, Bismarck
Triix Customs, Grand Forks

Women’s teams which 
will need to move up

From Class C to B
• 3X Gear/The Box/Ballyard/Sports- 
Fargo

 
From D to C

• Ground Round/Trojan/Hugo’s 
Wine & Spirit- Grand Forks

• Livewire Electric/Burnn Boiler- 
Fargo

 
From Rec 1- D

• Dickson Law/Knife River/Vue 
Community Credit Union-

• Bismarck
• Mandan Center Merchants
• Minot Kelly Chiropractic
• Bismarck Wahus Construction
• Northern  Energy Services- 
Williston(3rd in E/Rec National)

• R a n g e r  L o u n g e -  S i d n e y, 
MT(fi nished 4th in E/Rec National)

 
From Rec 2- Rec 1

• Driftwood Lounge- Wahpeton
• Sun Pro- Grand Forks
• Kensal Merchants                                                     
• Grafton -JR’s Bar
• Rubicon Mortgage Advisors- Bis-
marck

• Pub 21-Geer- Bismarck
• Heilman/Solitude/future Build-
ers- Minot

• Blarney Stone- Fargo(McQuade)
• Mandan -Mobile Ads/Rio Lawn & 
Landscape(McQuade)

• Lisbon Lasers(challenged to Rec 1 
and went 2-2)

• Wil l i s ton  JB BrothersLLc/
Weatherford ( challenged to Rec 1 
and went 4-2)

 
From Rec 3- Rec 2

• Premiere Physical Therapy- Minot
• Hometown Moving/Jeremy Dock-
ter Construction- Bismarck

• Alibi’s Lounge/Union Bank/Hazen 

Bottle- Beulah
• Davis Sinclair
• Anderson Cabinets- Mandan
• Petro Hunt/Snortums Landscape & 
Design- Bismarck

• Minot Terhorst
• Bismarck -Healthways
• Dietz Properties/Loft Bar & Grill- 
Grand Forks

• Ruby Tuesday’s – Fargo
• Hunter Insurance/Verwest Con-
struction- Hunter

• Byte Speed LLC- Fargo
• The Well- Wyndmere
• Labby’s – Fargo
• Roto Rooter- West Fargo
• Duane’s Gun Repair- Fargo
• Minot Paradiso(McQuades)
• Powers Lake Merchants (Mc-
Quades)

• Cannonball- War Chiefs Elite 
(McQuades)

• Mandan-Trotter Construction/
Farmers Union Insurance -Ryan 
Schnell(McQuade)

• Wahpeton Reloaded Softball( chal-
lenged to Rec 2 and went 3-2)

 
From Rec 4- Rec 3

• Carrington
• Rondiaz Rum- Fargo
• Bonzers- Grand Forks
• Hunter Merchants- Hunter
• Town & Country Realty-Fargo
• Spicy Pie- Grand Forks
• Precision Underground- Bismarck
• Veracity Motors- Mandan
• George’s Tire – Dickinson
• Surrey-Fog’em(McQuades)
• Bar9/Bell Bank- Moorhead
• Lidgerwood Merchants(challenged 
to Rec 3 and went 2-2)

• Bismarck Amvet’s( challenged to 
Rec 3 and went 2-1

• Jamestown Hugo’s Wine & Spirits( 
challenged to Rec 3 and went 2-2)

Men’s teams which 
will need to move upGrand Forks hosted the annual 

Co-Ed state tournaments Septem-
ber 9 and 10.  Four Divisions were 
contested with a total of 51 teams 
entered.  

Division One
Only three teams qualifi ed for the 

Division One playoff  and because 
of the small number of teams, a 
double round robin format was 
used. The winning team was JUC 
Redskins with 3 wins and only one 
loss.  The Box team also had a 3 
and 1 record so the top team was 
decided by the tie breakers which 
were set up prior to the tournament.  
The Redskins beat Southgate 20 to 
8, the Box 24 to 17 and Southgate 
again 22 to 6.  Their only loss was 
at the hands of the Box26 to 10.  

Division Two
Eight teams qualifi ed for Divi-

sion Two in the tournament which 
was won by Tangled which went 
through the event without a loss.  

They won their fi rst game 13 to 8 
over N.D. Elite and beat Ground 
Round in game two 15 to 7.  In their 
fi nal game, they outlasted Rumor’s 
Mashers 15 to 14  to claim the Divi-
sion title. 

Division Three
Twenty two teams were entered 

in the Division Three portion of 
the tournament which was won by 
Kelly’s Bar-Noreen.  They won 
their fi rst game over 

 Minnkota Windows/Clothes 
Mentor 12 to 9 before winning over 
Master Batters and the Northsid-
ers 20 to 10.  They continued their 
winning ways with a 10 to 2 victory 
over ServiceMaster of Valley City 
and then blew away another team 
sponsored by Kelly’s Bar/Hugo’s 
Wine and Spirits  23 to 8 in the 
fi nal game.

Ball Busters won third place with  
a ten run victory over ServiceMas-
ters 20 to10.

Rough River Division was won 
by Anarchy/Grumpy’s Bar 23 to 6 
over Master Batters.

Cactus Division winner was 
Nodak Mutual over Hugo’s 14 to 9.

Division Four
Division Four winner Hankey 

Law bested 17 other teams and 
moved through the Division with 
four wins and no losses.  They won 
their fi rst game 15 to 1 against a 
team called Free Agents then beat a 
team sponsored by Joe Black 7 to 1 
and a team named The Well 16 to 9 
before disposing of Shafers/KC 41 
to 30 in a slugfest. 

Third place was earned by the 
Well in a tight game 12 to 11. 

Roughr ider  Divis ion was 
claimed by Pfaff Ranch 10 to 5 
over Johnny’s.

Cactus Division was won by the 
Minto Merchants over Dentman 
12 to 10. 

Co-Ed Softball State Tournaments

Paul Beech of Wahpeton joined 
a special group of softball umpires 
this Summer when he achieved 
Elite status as a softball umpire.  
This is the highest level for ama-
teur umpires and is a highly sought 
after goal. 

Beech is modest about his rise 
in the umpiring ranks starting as a 
parent who was asked to help out 
in the Junior High game in which 
his daughter was playing.  That was 
his only umpiring experience until 
fi ve years later when the school 
Athletic Director approached him 
and reminded him of the one game 

Wahpeton umpire earns elite status
Paul Beech Joins Select Group Of Umpires

he had umpired.  He began umpir-
ing fast pitch softball but soon 
switched to slow pitch and under 
the mentoring of Deputy Umpire 
in Chief Lyle Rader soon caught 
the umpire fever.  He has attended 
three National Umpiring Schools, 
has worked several hundred games, 
half a dozen McQuade tournaments 
and enough National Tournaments 
to earn his status as an Elite umpire. 
He quickly credits several of his 
fellow umpires who have had an 
infl uence on him to become the best 
umpire he can at all levels of com-
petition.  The addition of Beech will 

Paul Beech
raise the number of North Dakota 
umpire who have achieved Elite 
status to sixteen.   

Bismarck parks wins Gold Medal
Bismarck Parks and Recreation 

District has been honored with 
the 2017 Gold Medal Award for 
Excellence in Park and Recre-
ation Management.

BPRD was named one of 
the four fi nalists for the award 
earlier this year. The announce-
ment of the winner was made 
during the opening session of the 
National Recreation and Park As-

sociation’s annual Congress and 
Exhibition on Tuesday in New 
Orleans.

“Bismarck is already known as 
an amazing and supportive com-
munity. This  prestigious honor 
recognizes the investments we are 
making our programs, parks and 
facilities. We are very honored 
to be a two-time recipient of this 
Gold Medal Award. This places 

BPRD in a very rare category of 
park agencies, and we accept this 
award on behalf of the citizens 
of Bismarck,” said Randy Bina, 
BPRD’s executive director.

BPRD received the NRPA 
Gold Medal Award in 1993 and 
was a fi nalist in 1991, 1992, 1993, 
1999 and 2016.

Story courtesy of Bismarck Tribune

The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life. Attitude, to me, is more 
important than facts. It is more important than the past, than education, than money, than 
circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what other people think or say or do. It 
is more important than appearance, giftedness, or skill. It will make or break a company, 
a church or a home. The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding the 
attitude we will embrace for that day.

We cannot change our past, we cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain 
way. We cannot change the inevitable. The only thing we can do is play on the one string 
we have, and that is our attitude. I am convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 
90% how I react to it. And so it is with you. We are in charge of our attitudes.

Charles Swindall 

Words to live by
Attitude
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Junior Olympic Fast Pitch State Tourn. Results
JO 12 and Under - Class A

Front row: Brylee Klein, Cali Tollefson, Sarah Krueger, Addison Dale-Geiger, Bailey 
Nygard, Kalyn Bothwell. Back row: Dru Kautzman, Katie Olson, Abby Renner, Brielle 
Wrangham, Lexi Tollefson. Coaches: Buck Olson, Dan Krueger, Russ Kautzman 

In the 12 and Under Class 
A Division the River City 
Wolfpack won the title with 
consecutive wins over Minot 
Storm 9 to 5, Dickinson 2 to 
1 and Jamestown 8 to 2 and 

Jamestown again 11 to 1.  
The category fi elded a total 
of 7 teams. 

Jamestown was the run-
ner-up with wins over Fargo 
Lady Eagles 3 to 0, the Bis-

marck Sparks 6 to 4 and 9 
to 5 while losing only to the 
River City Wolfpack 8 to 2 
and 11 to 1 

Dickinson won the Class B 
portion of the 12 and Under 
age division winning over 
the Minot Storm in their fi rst 
game by the score of 7 to 4.  
In their next game, they met 
the Williston Fusion which 
they subdued 11 to 5 and then 

conquered again in the fi nal 
game 12 to 5 after Williston 
fought its way back through 
the loser’s bracket.

Williston won its fi rst game 
beating Casselton Red before 
winning over the Fargo Lady 
Eagles 9 to 5.  No score 

was available for the game 
with Casselton Red.  In the 
next game Williston lost to 
eventual champ Dickinson 11 
to 5 before beating the Grand 
Forks Express 14 to 3 to earn 
another shot at Dickinson 
which they lost 12 to 5.   

Junior Olympic Fast Pitch State Tourn. Results
JO 12 and Under - Class B

In the 10 and Under, Class 
B category a Dickinson team 
won the six team event win-
ning four games without 
suff ering a loss.  The began 
the tournament with a 7 to 
1 win over the Grand Forks 
Express then duplicated the 
feat by betting Williston by 
the same score of 7 to 1. 
They then defeated Mandan 

8 to 7 in a nail biter but had 
to beat them again after 
then came back through the 
loser’s bracket.  In that fi nal 
game Dickinson shut out the 
team from Mandan 4 to 0 
to win the championship in 
the 10 and Under Division, 
Category B.

Mandan won second place 
honors beginning with a 

shutout win over Jamestown 
4 to 0 and following with an-
other shutout win, this time 
over Casselton.  In the next 
game, Mandan lost to the 
eventual champion Dickin-
son by a one run margin 8 to 
7.  They came back with an-
other win over Jamestown 5 
to 4 before facing Dickinson 
again where they lost 4 to 0.   

Junior Olympic Fast Pitch State Tourn. Results
JO 10 and Under - Class B

The Junior Olympic fast 
pitch state tournaments were 
held in Bismarck on July 
14,15 and 16.  Girls from 
age 10 to 18 competed in age 
brackets and in A and B clas-
sifi cations.  57 teams from 
across the state competed in 
the event.

In the 10 and Under cate-
gory, the A Division featured 
four teams and was won by 
the Bismarck Sparks.  The 
Sparks did it the hard way, 
losing their opening game 

then winning the next four 
games to take the title. 

In the opener, the Sparks 
lost a one run game to Dick-
inson 6 to 5 and had to come 
through the loser’s bracket.  
In their next game, they 
defeated the Minot Storm 7 
to 5 and then met Dickinson 
in the “if necessary” game 
which the Sparks won 9 to 2 
to force another title game.  
In the fi nal the Sparks shut 
out the team from Dickinson 
6 to 0 to win the Champion-

ship of the 10 and Under 
Class A Division.

Runner up Dickinson 
beat the Sparks in their fi rst 
game 6 to 5 and then beat a 
team from Jamestown 6 to 
3 before meeting the Sparks 
again.  In this game the 
Sparks prevailed winning 9 
to 2.  Dickinson then beat the 
Minot Storm 4 to 2 to earn 
another shot at the Sparks.  
In the fi nal game, the Sparks 
won by shutout 6 to 0. 

Junior Olympic Fast Pitch State Tourn. Results
JO 10 and Under - Class A

Front row: Brylee Klein, Cali Tollefson, Sarah Krueger, Addison Dale-Geiger, Bailey 
Nygard, Kalyn Bothwell Back row: Dru Kautzman, Katie Olson, Abby Renner, Brielle 
Wrangham, Lexi Tollefson Coaches: Buck Olson, Dan Krueger, Russ Kautzman 

The 14 and Under Class 
B Division was won by the 
Cass Trail Blazers which 
went unbeaten over four 
other teams in their Division.  
Cass Trail started with an 
easy win over Hankinson 13 
to 1 then scored enough to 

beat Williston in their second 
game 12 to 5 and defeated 
Minot Storm in a close game 
12 to 11 to claim the title. 

The Minot Storm claimed 
runner-up honors begin-
ning with a 5 to 4 win over 
Wahpeton before losing to 

Williston 10 to 1.  They came 
back through the loser’s 
bracket winning 11 to 3 over 
Hankinson and then avenged 
their loss to Williston 9 to 6 
to move into the fi nal game 
where they lost to the Cass 
Trail Blazers 12 to 11. 

Junior Olympic Fast Pitch State Tourn. Results
JO 14 and Under - Class B

JO Girls’ Fast Pitch 14 & Under, Division B champion...Cass Trailblazers - Hillsboro 
Front (L-R): Mattie Matthys, Kate Rude, Kaitlin Ensign, Anna Spokely, Sydney Ow-
ens, and Saige Forseth Back (L-R): Coach Cory Erickson, Molly Knutsvig, Karsyn 
Skager, Noella Kritzberger, Jillian Hurt, and Morgan Chandler

In the 14 and Under Divi-
sion, the Class A title went to 
a team from Dickinson which 
won over 9 other teams.  
They won their first game 
11 to 0 over the RR Thunder 
then pitched another shutout 
2 to 0 in beating Jamestown.  
They lost their third game to 
Minot Storm 7 to 4 but came 

back through the loser’s 
bracket winning over the 
Grand Forks Express 11 to 2 
to gain another shot at Minot.  
They had to beat the Storm 
twice which they did to claim 
the winner’s trophy.  

Second place went to the 
Minot Storm which beat 
Grand Forks 15 to 0 in their 

fi rst game before beating a 
Dickinson team identified 
as Benito 9 to 0 and another 
Dickinson team Campbell 
7 to 4 before meeting them 
again in the ‘if necessary” 
game and in the fi nal both 
of which were won by Dick-
inson.  

Junior Olympic Fast Pitch State Tourn. Results
JO 14 and Under - Class A

(L-R): Coach Mike Dannenfelzer, Megan Weisbeck, Caitlyn Dannenfelzer, Halle 
Wetsch, Eve Sheldon, Logan Nissley, Coach Joel Bird, Keeley Schiermeister, Logan 
Gronberg, Kirsten Galloway, Gabi Bird, Taylor Christensen, Jersey Berg, Coach 
Kyle Christensen
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Dickson Law/Knife River/
Vue won the State Champi-
onship in Rec 1 over 37 other 
teams in Mandan August 
12 and 13.  Just a couple of 
weeks later, over the Labor 
Day weekend, they  captured 
the title in the Northern Na-
tional E/Rec tournament also 
in Mandan. 

In the Rec 1 tournament, 
Dickson Law, Knife River/
Vue started its journey to-
ward a state tournament title 
with a tight win over Sevens 
of Minot 12 to 10 in their 
opener.  In the next game, 
Dickson triumphed over IES 
Fisher of Dickinson 7 to 4 be-
fore polishing off  John Deere/
BCD of Valley City 10 to 8.  

Dickson then lost its  only 
game of the tournament drop-
ping a 23 to 18 slugfest to 
Kelly Chiropractic of Minot.

Dropped into the loser’s 
bracket, Dickson started its 
long trip back to the final 
game with a close win over 
Proz of Devils Lake 15 to 
13.  Continuing in the loser’s 
bracket Dickson eliminated 
Wahus Construction of Bis-
marck and then bumped off  
the only team to beat them 
Kelly’s Chiropractic of Minot 
12 to 6.  That win put them 
into the championship where 
they had to win twice over the 
Center Merchants of Mandan 
which they did by scores of 
22 to 12 and 18 to 3. 

The Center Merchants of 
Mandan fi nished in second 
place having won fi ve straight 
games before succumbing to 
Dickson Law/Knife River/
Vue in two fi nal games.  The 
Merchants  began with a 17 to 
5 win over Starion Financial 
of Bismarck, followed with a 
17 to 10 win over Pack Mule/
TNT of Williston and wins 
over Proz/Horizon Financial 
of Devils Lake 15 to 9 and 
Urgent Med/Designer Tops 
of West Fargo 14 to 5 and 
then a nail biter victory over 
Kelly Chiropractic of Minot 
to reach the championship 
game where they lost twice 
22 to 12 and 18 to 3. 

Men’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Men’s Rec 1

Men’s Rec 1 champion...Dickson Law/Knife River/VUE Community Credit Union, 
Bismarck Front (L-R): Aaron Teigan, Quincy Pierce, Tony Dale, Matt Johnson, Mitch 
Feist, Austin Mill, Shaun Henderson Back (L-R): Ryan Engel, Jeremy McLeod, Collin 
Boehrns, Dan Schwab, Tre Henderson, Zac Martin, Ty Oakland

Nine teams were entered 
in the class a portion of the 16 
and Under Class A Fast Pitch 
State Tournament which was 
won by the Grand Forks 
Express. They won their 
fi rst game by a 5 to 1 margin 
over West Fargo United then 
won easily over Casselton 16 
to 4 and ran up another big 

victory with a 22 to 4 win 
over the Fargo Blaze before 
they met and defeated the 
Thunder 11 to 8 to win the 
division crown.

RR Thunder was the sec-
ond place winner in this class 
a division winning their fi rst 
game over Fargo North Spar-
tans  8 to 4 before dropping a 

close game to the FM Blaze 6 
to 5. That loss put them in the 
loser’s bracket where they 
beat West Fargo United 8 to 
3 before defeating Casselton 
5 to 2 and the FM Blaze 7 
to 4 to gain the fi nal against 
Grand Forks Express where 
they lost 11 to 8.  

Junior Olympic Fast Pitch State Tourn. Results
JO 16 and Under - Class A

West Fargo United won 
the 18 and Under Division 
of the girl’s state fast pitch 
tournament held in Bismarck 
in July.  Eleven teams were 
entered in the Division which 
West Fargo dominated as 
usual winning easily in their 
four contests to win the 

Championship. West Fargo 
opened with and 8 to 3 tri-
umph over Mandan before 
shutting out the Grand Forks 
Express 14 to 0.  In their third 
game they defeated the FM 
Blaze 9 to 1 and in the fi nal 
ran up 18 runs to win.  No 
score was available for the 

team they beat.  
The FM Blaze was the 

runner up with victories over 
the Minot Storm 11 to 1, the 
Dickinson Diamonds 7 to 
0, and the RR Thunder 8 to 
5 before losing twice to the 
West Fargo team. 

Junior Olympic Fast Pitch State Tourn. Results
JO 18 and Under - Class A

Front (L-R): Tori Nichols-Kraft, Stephi Dullum, Mariah Peters, Lauren Diemert. Sami 
Dullum Back (L-R): Coach Pat Johnson, Madison Sweep, Courtney Boll, Shay Weber, 
Megan Nelson, Mariah Wick, Katie Gilbertson, Sami Trana, Madison Pearson, Macy 
Weibel, Mikayla Johnson, Coach Katie Cochran-Johnson, Matt Johnson

West Fargo Fusion won 
the six team Class B Divi-
sion of the 16 and Under 
state girl’s fast pitch state 
tournament held in Bismarck 
in July. 

In their first game, the 
Fusion beat Mandan 8 to 3 

then captured a shutout win 
over Bismarck Revolution 
9 to 0 then beat Hankinson 
in a squeaker 8 to 7 before 
beating the Revolution again 
13 to 4 for the Division title.  

The Bismarck Revolu-
tion fought back from their 

shutout loss to the Fusion in 
the opening game by beating 
Mandan 10 to 7, Hankinson  
twice 15 to 1 and 4 to 3 to 
gain the championship game 
which they lost to West Fargo 
Fusion.    

Junior Olympic Fast Pitch State Tourn. Results
JO 16 and Under - Class B

Front (L-R): Mattie Matthys, Kate Rude, Kaitlin Ensign, Anna Spokely, Sydney Ow-
ens, and Saige Forseth Back (L-R): Coach Cory Erickson, Molly Knutsvig, Karsyn 
Skager, Noella Kritzberger, Jillian Hurt, and Morgan Chandler

A Grand Forks team best-
ed 19 other contenders for 
the state title in Men’s Class 
D slow pitch in Fargo Au-
gust 6 and 7 at the Anderson 
Softball Complex. Ground 
Round/Trojan/Hugo’s Wine 
and Spirits of Grand Forks 
went unbeaten in six games 
to claim the state title. 
Ground Round opened with 
a one run victory over Inge’s 
Pub/Coors Light of Bismarck 
12 to 11, then beat a Dickin-
son team Parke Investments/
The Rock/Joyce Financial 

by a score of 20 to 7.  They 
scored eleven runs in both 
of their next games beating 
Homesteaders of Minot 11 
to 2 and Livewire Electric/
Burnn Boilers of Fargo 11 to 
1. In the semi-fi nal game they 
won handily  over Rhomus 
Guys/Precision Plumbing of 
Fargo 20 to 10 before scor-
ing another one run win, this 
time over Livewire Electric/
Burnn Boilers of Fargo 6 to 
5 for the state title. 

The runners up, Livewire 
Electric/Burnn Boilers, won 

their fi rst two games beating 
MDI of Wahpeton 17 to 10 
and Planet Pizza of Minot 15 
to 3 before losing to eventual 
champion Ground Round 11 
to 1.  Livewire came back 
through the loser’s bracket to 
earn another shot at Ground 
Round, beating MDI of Wah-
peton for a second time 15 to 
5, Inge’s Pub of Bismarck 20 
to 16 and Rhommus Guys/
Precision Plumbing of Fargo 
13 to 5 before losing a one 
run game to Ground Round 
in the title game 6 to 5. 

Men’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Men’s Class D

Ground Round/Trojan promotions/Hugo’s Wine & Spirits, Grand Forks, Front (L-R): 
Ysidro Longoria, Ryan Kuntz, Keith Blattenbauer, Austin Jackson, Casey Sannes, 
Michael Torrance Back (L-R): Jose Ortiz, Jesse DeFrang, Andrew Marek, Carl Miller, 
Michael McVilliamy, Adam Violette, Christopher Erdmann

Contact Information
NDASA State Offi  ce

Telephone: (701) 952-4448 • FAX: (701) 952-4488
Email ndasa@daktel.com • Website: webmaster@ndasa.org
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Driftwood Lounge of 
Wahpeton captured the title 
in the Men’s Rec. 2, East 
state tournament held in 
Wahpeton August 5 and 6 
topping the fi eld of 32 teams.  

Driftwood began their 
tournament with a big win 
over General Equipment #2 
of Fargo by a score of 24 to 
3 then followed up with a 
19 to 2 win over AgroLine 
of Jamestown. In their third 
game they racked up 17 runs 
winning over Lisbon Lazer 
which tallied only four runs.  
In the semi-final   game, 

Driftwood beat Absaraka 18 
to 3 to reach the fi nal game 
where they beat Grand Forks 
Sun Pro easily 22 to 4.  

Runner up Grand Forks 
Sun Pro beat Core Health 
Chiropractic of West Fargo 
by one run 11 to 10 then 
beat River’s Edge Insurance 
of Fargo 8 to 4.  In the next 
game, Sun Pro beat Rookies 
of West Fargo by one run 6 
to 5 before meeting and beat-
ing the Kensal Merchants 10 
to 6.   In the fi nal game they 
scored only 4 runs in losing 
to Driftwood 22 to 4.  

Third place was claimed 
by Kensal Merchants with a 
12 to 11 win over Absaraka.  
Consolation champion was 
Grafton’s JR’s Bar with a 
13 to 3 triumph over FM 
Mortgage.

Roughrider Division was 
claimed by Smith Motors of 
Wahpeton with a 12 to 4 deci-
sion over Titan VFW.

Cactus Division winner 
was Reloaded Softball of 
Wahpeton with a 20 to 15 win 
over Gwinner Green Wave.  

Men’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Men’s Rec 2 - East

Men’s Rec 2 East champion...Driftwood Lounge, Wahpeton Front (L-R): Joel Proch-
now, Nick Pratt, Casey Materi, David Thompson, Mike Miranowski, Curt Kretchman 
Back (L-R): Tim Mohs, Nate Pratt, Preston Kappes, Kellen Dockter, Jamie Jacklitch, 
Richard Peterson

Minot hosted the Men’s 
Rec Two West tournament 
on August 5 and 6.  Twenty 
one teams showed up and 
contested for the state title.  
Rubicon Mortgage Advisors 
of Bismarck prevailed by 
winning four games without 
a loss.  Rubicon opened 
with a 17 to 11 victory over 
Dakota Community Bank of 
Mandan then won again over 
Wilson Body and Paint of 
Devils Lake 10 to 3.  In their 

third game they beat another 
Minot team, Heilman/Soli-
tude/Future Builders 16 to 
10 before winning a fourth 
game and the title with a 13 
to 7 triumph over Pub 2l Geer 
of Bismarck 13 to 7.

Pub 21 Geer of Bismarck 
won second place winning 
19 to 8 over Lucky Strike/
FUI of Minot 19 to 8 in their 
fi rst game.  They continued 
their winning ways beating 
the Eagles from Mandan 

15 to 12 and Rios Lawn of 
Mandan 17 to 5 before losing 
the championship game to 
Rubicon Mortgage Advisors 
13 to 7.

The Roughrider Division 
was  won by Law Dawgs of 
Minot over Wilson Body and 
Paint of Devils Lake 16 to 15. 

In the Cactus Division 
Lee’s Bar of Rugby won 
easily over G and K Services/
Bis. Trailer of Mandan 20 
to 2.

Men’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Men’s Rec 2 - West

Men’s Rec 2 West champion...Rubicon Mortgage Advisors, Bismarck Front (L-R): Eric 
Wald, Cody Hintz, Mitch Feist, Nate Watson, Matt Baumgartner, Cody Feist, Zachery 
Hartung Back (L-R): Lance Steffl  , Wyatt Pollert, Austin Hawkinson, Joey Gebhardt

A Fargo team won the 
Class C State tournament 
in Men’s Slow Pitch action 
in Fargo August 5 and 6.  
Eleven teams were classi-
fi ed as Class C and 3XGear/
The Box/Ballyard/Sports of 
Fargo claimed the title going 
unbeaten after starting the 
tournament with a bye.  They 
defeated Dvorak Motors/Bud 
Light of Bismarck 22 to 12 
and then ten runned another 
opponent scoring a 20 to 10 

victory over Mulligan’s/JE 
Dunn/JlG/Sorenson/DSG/
WCCu of Williston. 

The Box continued pro-
ducing plenty of runs as they 
won their third game 18 to 2 
over Action Motor Sports/
Bruno’s Pizza of Bismarck 
before winning a second 
game over Dvorak Motors/
Bud light of Bismarck 22 to 
1 in the championship fi nal.

Dvorak was the runner-up 
beating RMI/Holiday Stores/

Bud of Grand Forks 8 to 4 in 
their opening game before 
losing to eventual champ the 
Box.  In the loser’s bracket, 
Dvorak beat Racine Plumb-
ing of Bismarck 19 to 4, 
then shaded Eide Chrysler 
also of Bismarck 13 to 12.  
Dvorak also claimed wins 
over Mulligans of Williston 
20 to 19 and over Action 
Motor Sports 15 to 12 before 
losing the fi nal game to the 
Box team.

Men’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Men’s Class C

Front (L-R): Ryan Rustad, Victor Sokolofsky, Cole Horsager, Jake Olson, Scott Pe-
terson, Chris Torkildson, Shane Piatz Back (L-R): Jeremy Smith, Brandon Dilbeck, 
Kelly Wrangham, Jason Klevgaard, Jody Schommer, Justin Hanson, Matt Watson, 
Chris Munsch

Heartland Investors, Mandan, Front (L-R): Shane Piatz, Jason Salz, Scott Brahos, 
Jon Gums, Mike Wolff , Shawn Sperle, Dustin Bratlien Back (L-R): Gene Graner, Josh 
Schaner, Stacy Keller, Brandon Wilkens, Joe Cornell, Brad Jaeger

Men’s Masters State Tournament Results
Division 1

Miller Lite, Fargo, Front (L-R): Nathan Ost, Brad Schiele, Jeff  Triplett, Rod Hubka, 
Rick Buchholz, Blaine Johnson Back (L-R): Ty Hanson, Tim Houser, Kevin Card, 
Matt Burm, Bruce Gustafson, Bill Footitt, Brian Quam

Men’s Masters State Tournament Results
Division 2

Hamre Seed Cleaning, Devils Lake, Front (L-R): Jeremy Imhoff , Jamey Kenninger, 
Shane Hamre, Ronny Emineth, Rob Johnson, Jamie Gimbel, Neil Goss, Roger Emi-
neth Back (L-R): Ryan Emineth, Darin Mikkelson, Corey Gilbertson, Mark Woodrow, 
Mike Schock, Joe Millette, Bob Feist

Men’s Masters State Tournament Results
Division 3
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Men’s Masters 40 Division 1 champion...Roughrider Resources, Mandan Front (L-
R): Shane Piatz, Jim Bryant, Jason Salz, Gordy Smith, Scott Brahos Back (L-R): Al 
Liebert, Shawn Sperle, Mike Swanson, Stacy Keller, Brad Hawk, Tad Fink, Jon Gums

The Men’s Masters 40 
tournament was conducted 
with two Divisions.  Division 
One had seven teams and 
Division Two had nine teams.  
The  tournament was held in 
Jamestown August 19 and 20.

In Division One, Mandan 
Roughrider won with four 
straight victories starting 
with a win over Jamestown 
Tom’s Electric 20 to 5 then 
a win over Oswald’s of Bis-
marck 18 to 9 and another 
win over a Jamestown entry 

beating the KC’s 19 to 8 
before meeting and defeat-
ing Bower’s Excavating of 
Mandan 16 to 1 to claim the 
Division One Title. 

Nine teams were entered 
in the Division Two por-
tion of the tournament and 
a LaMoure team, Gentzkow 
won the championship the 
hard way, dropping their fi rst 
game to Mandan Seven Seas 
20 to 4 and dropping into 
the loser’s bracket.  Eight 
wins later, Gentzkow was the 

tired but happy champion of 
the Division Two in Men’s 
Masters 40 play In succes-
sion they beat Grand Forks 
Kelly’s Bar 12 to 6, Mayport 
Insurance 21 to 8, Mandan 
Seven Seas 23 to 9, Bruno’s 
Pizza of Bismarck 10 to 9, 
Kelly’s Bar again 9 to 4, then 
beat Terhorst of Minot 20 to 
16 before meeting and beat-
ing BootLegrz of Minot in 
two fi nal games 17 to 16 and 
14 to 11 to win the Division 
Two Title.  

Men’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Men’s Masters 40 - Div. 1 (top) - Div. 2 (bottom)

Men’s Masters 40 Division 1 champion...Gentzkow Trucking, LaMoure Kneeling 
(L-R): David Thompson, Mike Gentzkow, Pat Rostock Standing (L-R): Kirk Fliehs, 
Curt Kretchman, Zac Johnson, Roddy Gentzkow, Mitch Carlson, Branden Nielsen, 
Paul Gilbert, Tony Huseth, Randy Lukes, Chris Warcken

After playing pool play 
to  establish the teams who 
were classifi ed as A teams 
and those which were clas-
sified as B teams a single 
elimination tournament was 
held in Mandan on Saturday, 

July 22.  
In Division One, Dust-

Tex was the winner after 
eliminating McMenamy’s 
of Grand Forks 14 to 6 and 
Mariner Construction of 
Mandan19 to 8.

In Division Two, Minot 
Kruse claimed the title beat-
ing Walton Chiropractic of 
Fargo 12 to 4 and in the fi nal 
game beating Minot Central 
Power 9 to 7.  

Men’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Men’s Masters 50 Plus - Wood Bat - Div. 1 and 2

Men’s Masters 50 Wood Bat, Division 1 champion...Dust-Tex, Mandan Front (L-R): 
Todd Kuester, Wayne Becker, Tim Krahler, Dean Gesellchen, Tim Michelsen, Ter-
ence Schmidt, Gordy Smith, Curt Krahler, Kelly Krahler Back (L-R): Jim “Chiggs” 
Becker, Al Liebert, Dana Ereth, Tim Adolf, Jack Jones, Todd Winkler, Rod Becker, 
Tim Burckhard, Mark Bohrer, Bob Piatz, Ron Geff re, Steve Harrington, Jim Keller

Men’s Masters 50 Wood Bat, Division 2 champion...Kruse/DAP/Coors Light, Minot 
Front (L-R): Dave Burgess, Kelby Smith, Todd Huff man, Trev Albright, Kevin Reiter 
Back (L-R): Larry Eidsness, Tim Houser, Mitch Lunde, Jerry Gooch, Terry Feigitsch

Sixty fi ve teams showed 
up at the Anderson Softball 
Complex in Fargo to con-
test the Men’s Rec. Three 
East   state tournament on 
August 12 and 13. The tour-
nament was split into two 
upper brackets and two lower 
brackets with the winners of 
the four brackets meeting for 
the tournament champion-
ship. Hunter won the Upper 
Bracket # 1; Ruby Tuesday of 
Fargo won the Upper Bracket 
# 2; Byte Speed LLC of Fargo 
won the Lower Bracket # 1 

and Dietz Properties/Loft Bar 
and Grill of Grand Forks won 
the Lower Bracket # 2.

In the semi-finals Ruby 
Tuesday won 20 to 14 over 
Hunter while Dietz Proper-
ties beat Byte Speed LLC 10 
to 0.  In the championship 
game, Dietz won over Ruby 
Tuesday in a 2 to 0 shutout 
to claim the championship 
trophy in one of the largest of 
the state tournaments.

Consolation was won by 
The Well of Wyndmere over 
Labbys of Fargo with a coin 

fl ip.
Roughrider Division won 

by Roto Rooter of West Fargo 
over Grafton Men 13 to 12.

Pioneer Division was won 
by Duane’s Gun Repair of 
Fargo over Lakeman Con-
struction of West Fargo 9 to 3.

Tumbleweed Division 
winner was Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels of West Fargo 
over Gateway 16 to 5.

In the Cactus Division, 
IDK of Jamestown won over 
MAK Construction of Grand 
Forks.  

Men’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Men’s Rec 3 - East

Men’s Rec 3 East champion...Dietz Properties/The Loft Bar & Grill, Grand Forks 
Front (L-R): Seth Desrosier, Chris Choate, Gunnar Olson, Zack Landman, Cody 
Magsam, Evan Kroke Back (L-R): Jeremy Dietz, Matt Fuka, Spencer Kuntz, Brett 
Olmstead, Max Weisser

The Men’s Rec 3 West 
state tournament drew 66 
teams to the event in Bis-
marck August 12 and 13.  Be-
cause of the large number of 
team entered the teams were 
arranged into four brackets:  
Upper Bracket # 1, Upper 
Bracket # 2, Lower Bracket 
# 1 and Lower Bracket # 2.  
The winners in each of the 
four brackets then met in 
the semi-fi nals.  The bracket 
winners were Hometown 
Moving/Jeremy Dockter 
Consruction; Davis Sinclair; 

Alibi Lounge/Union Bank/
Hazen Bottle/Beulah; and 
Premiere Physical Therapy.

In the semi-finals, Pre-
miere Physical Therapy beat 
Alibis of Beulah 10 to 5 and 
Hometown Moving beat Da-
vis Sinclair.  In the champi-
onship game, Premiere Phys-
ical Therapy beat Hometown 
Moving 18 to 8 to claim the 
Rec 3 West championship.  In 
the consolation bracket, An-
derson Custom Cabinets of 
Mandan claimed the crown 
with a win over Sportsman 

Bar of Minot 14 to 13 and a 
ten run win over Petro Hunt/
Snortums Landscape and 
Design of Bismarck 15 to 5.

The Roughrider Division 
was won by Terhorst of Mi-
not.

The Pioneer Division title 
was won by Healthways of 
Bismarck.

The Cactus Division was 
won by Drill Chem/Farm 
Credit of Minot.

The Tumbleweed Division 
champ was Eckert Painting 
of Bismarck. 

Men’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Men’s Rec 3 - West

Men’s Rec 3 West champion...Premier Physical Therapy, Minot Front (L-R): Jerik 
Middleton, Adam Lorenzo, Austin Shomshor, Nick Jesz, JJ Parrish, Adam Sher-
man Back (L-R): Kyle Perron, Dillon Jesz, Dustin Hyden, Devin Murray, Alexander 
Norberg, Brett Senechal
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Eight teams competed in 
the over 50 Metal Bat State 
tournament  which began 
with all teams entered in 
Pool play.  In Pool A, Mc-
Menamys of Grand Forks 
beat Mandan Dust Tex and 
in Pool B, Mariner Construc-

tion of Mandan prevailed 
over Kruse of Minot.

In the Single Elimination 
portion of the tournament 
Mariner Construction of 
Mandan won the tourna-
ment with wins over Central 
Power of Minot 16 to 1, 

Rooters of Fargo 20 to 5 
and Bower’s Excavating of 
Mandan 20 to 12. 

Bower’s claimed second 
place with wins over Kruse 
18 to 4 and McMenamys 21 
to 14 while losing to Mariner 
Construction20 to 12. 

Men’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Men’s Masters 50 Plus - Metal Bat

Men’s Masters 50 champion...Mariner Construction, Mandan Front (L-R): Brandon 
Holt, Bob Humann, Bernie Weigel, Tony Stroh, Brian Olsen, John Finck, Jim Fit-
terer, Claude Wagner, Randy Pegors Back (L-R): Pat Kadrmas, Allan Beckert, Roger 
Weigel, Elvin Weigel, Eddie Weigel, Dion Wirrenga

Carrington grabbed the 
Men’s Rec 4 East champion-
ship over 48 other teams in 
the state tournament held in 
Grand Forks August 19 and 
20. They won six  games 
without a loss to claim the ti-
tle.  No scores were available 
for this tournament.  In their 
fi rst game, Carrington won 
over Ben Franklin Plumb-
ing of Grand Forks and then 
won over Jerome Wholesale 
Sluggers of Devils Lake.  In 
game three, Carrington beat 
Rosie’s Bar of Grafton and 
then triumphed over Gentz-
kows, Inc. of LaMoure and 
Bonzers of Grand Forks.  
All these wins came in the 
upper bracket of the tourna-

ment and was duplicated in 
the lower bracket to produce 
the teams which met for the 
championship. 

Rondiaz Rum of Fargo 
won fi ve games in the lower 
bracket of the tournament 
starting with a win over 
Thirsty”s of Devils Lake 
before beating a Wahpeton 
team, Bellmore Digging/
Casey’s Bar.  In the next 
contest, Rondiaz knocked 
off  Walhalla Building Center 
of Grafton before winning 
over Dakota Supply Group 
of Fargo and the Hunter 
Merchants. 

The championship game 
pitted the winner of the Up-
per Bracket against the win-

ner of the lower bracket or 
Carrington against Ron-
diaz Rum.  Carrington was 
the winner, Rondiaz the 
runner-up and Bonzers won 
third place over the Hunter 
Merchants while Town and 
Country Realty of Fargo was 
the consolation champ.

Roughrider Division was 
won by Jerome’s Wholesale 
over Brothers  3 and in the 
Pioneer Division Tire One/
Valvoline was the winner. 

In the Cactus Division 
Southgate/QZ Plumbing won 
over Retrax of Grand Forks 
and in the Tumbleweed Divi-
sion Fastenal of Grand Forks 
won over Hankey Law also 
of Grand Forks. 

Men’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Men’s Rec 4 - East

Men’s Rec 4 East champion...Carrington Front (L-R): Scott Tweed, Easton Page, 
Cameron Roundy, Dustin Lyman, Tyler Hewitt, Brett Lyman, Dillon Hewitt, Jackson 
Unruh, Chris Bahm, Derek Beckley

A Bismarck team spon-
sored by Precision Under-
ground won the Men’s Rec 
4. West state title in a 29 
team tournament held in 
Dickinson August 19 and 
20.  Precision played up to 
their name as they swept fi ve 
games in precision fashion as 
they piled up 77 runs while 
allowing only 20.  They won 
their opening game over Ft. 
Rice/Odense Merchants of 
Mandan 18 to 5 then scored 
another 18 runs in game 
two to best Minot Town and 
Country 18 to 9.  Mandan 
Little Caesars/Bremer Bank 

of Mandan was the next vic-
tim 16 to 1 and Precision then 
scored a ten run shutout over 
Mann Trucking of Dickinson.  
In the championship game, 
Precision met Veracity Mo-
tors of Mandan and had the 
toughest game of the tourna-
ment for them winning 15 
to 5 over the Mandan group.

Veracity Motors claimed 
runner-up honors winning 
over Lucky’s Bar of Bis-
marck 16 to, Westlie  Truck 
Center of Dickinson 16 t0 
6 and George’s Tire also of 
Dickinson 18 to 1 to reach 
the fi nal game where they lost 

to  Precision Underground 
15 to 5. 

Third place was claimed 
by George’s Tire of Dickin-
son 25 to 6 over Mann Truck-
ing also of Dickinson.

Consolation title was won 
by Lucky’s Bar of Bismarck 
over Queen City Upholstery 
of Dickinson 10 to 9.

Roughr ider  Divis ion 
honors went to Cottingham 
Insurance/Midwest Sport/
Cherry Berry of Bismarck 

Cactus Division was won 
by Arrow Service Team of 
Bismarck over Ressler Siding 
and Windows 17 to 15.

Men’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Men’s Rec 4 - West

Men’s Rec 4 West champion...Precision Underground, Bismarck Front (L-R): Desi 
Ottmar, Wesley Quaschnick Back (L-R): David Ryckman, Cole Schantz, Travis 
Kramm, Zach Tesky, Elliot Rust, Austin Schwab, Nathan Bernhardt, Tyler Taxdahl

Silver Dollar Bar, Bismarck, Front (L-R): Megan Grad, Jen DeCoteau, Cassie 
Smith, Theresa Comeau, Julie Yantzer, Sonni Schulz Back (L-R): Kandi Glatt, Beth 
Orthman, Ashley Amundson, Morgan Todd/Edmonson, Marie Dahl, DJ Saragosa, 
Chandler Laroce (coach)

Women’s Masters State Tournament Results
Division 1 

Corral Bar/Ultimate Exterior, Bismarck, Front (L-R): Abby Thomas, Gabby Dagman, 
Ginger McMahon, Nikki Brunelle Back (L-R): Megan Dooley, Kari Flaagan, Leah 
Loerch, LaShae Michels, Kayla Lang, Mandie Wood

Women’s Masters State Tournament Results
Division 2

Bistro, Bismarck, Front (L-R): Jodi Fleckenstein, Tara Lang, Jenna Ahonen, Michelle 
Boehm, Shawna Bergquist, Erin Demoe Back (L-R): Kayla Fischer, Doug Schmidt 
(coach), Darby Hughes, Nikki Dillmann, Kyleigh Wegemann, Erica Uys, Lori Grothier

Women’s Masters State Tournament Results
Division 3

East River Gals, Garrison, Front (L-R): Kim Gutknecht (coach), Shaunda Schmitcke, 
Sandy Crawford, Alea Zeiszler Middle (L-R): Jane Gutknecht, Shannon Kastner, 
Andrea Andrews, Sara Ruhland Back (L-R): Brandi Schwengler, Pam Matte Not 
Pictured: Mandi Wilcox, Tami Engel, Brenda Huesers

Women’s Masters State Tournament Results
Division 4
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Bases and Banks of Minot 
won four straight games to 
capture the title in Women’s 
Class D Slow Pitch softball.  
The tournament featured 
eight teams and was held 
in West Fargo August 12 
and 13.

The bats were working 
for the winning team as they 
rolled up runs in double 
numbers as they defeated 
Walzak/Executive Limo of 
Bismarck in game one by a 
19 to 16 margin.  In game 

two, they scored 17 times to 
trim Sperle Masonry/M and 
M Drywall of Fargo which 
tallied 9 runs in the loss.  In 
their third game, Bases and 
Banks didn’t score as many 
runs but pitched a 10 to 0 
shutout over MVM Contract-
ing/AVG West Fargo.  In the 
title game they overcame 
Midway Lanes of Bismarck 
15 to 10 to claim the state 
title.

The runners up, Midway 
Lanes won their opening 

game in a tight game win-
ning 7 to 6 over Hillsboro 
Vets Club/Mayport Farm-
ers.  Midway then lost their 
second game by a one run 
margin losing 17 to 16 to 
MVM Contracting/AVG of 
West Fargo.  Midway came 
back to beat Walzak/Execu-
tive Limo of Bismarck 11 to 
9 and then won over Ground 
Round/Day Dreamers/JUC 
of Grand Forks 10 to 9 to 
reach the fi nal where they lost 
to Bases and Banks 15 to 10. 

Women’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Women’s Class D

Bases & Banks/MJGA, Minot, Front (L-R): Jane Pettit-Castor, Jessica Smestad, Amy 
Yenzer, Jacki Hansel, Kasey Pettit-Castor, Nette Witt, Sherene Shannon Back (L-R): 
Tommy Shaw (coach), Heather Lizotte, Melia Shaw, Amy Gaida, Amber Garten, Alli 
Corbett, Sara Wiedemaier, Courtenay Corpe

Valley City hosted the 16 
team Women’s Rec 1 state 
tournament on July 29 and 
30.  Corral Bar/Ramada from 
Bismarck won five games 
without a loss to bring home 
the championship trophy.

Corral Bar/Ramada started 
their road to the title with 
an 8 to 4 win over M and J 
Saloon of West Fargo and 
then ten runned Townhall/
MAACO of Fargo 12 to 2.  
They took on another Bis-

marck team, Blarney Stone/
Taco DelMar and beat them 
handily 16 to 2.  Their third 
game produced a win over 
Rookies of West Fargo by the 
slimmest of margins as they 
triumphed 2 to 0 and then 
beat the Rookies again in the 
championship game 8 to 4. 

West Fargo Rookies was 
the runner-up winning four 
games while losing to even-
tual champ Corral Bar/Ra-
mada twice.  The Rookies 

won over Walzak/Smoking 
Photos in their opener 5 to 2 
before defeating Workzone/
Absolute Insurance of Fargo 
10 to 8.  In their next game 
they shutout Hugo’s Wine 
and Spirits/Papa Murphys of 
Grand Forks 14 to 0.  They  
lost to Corral Bar/Ramada in 
their next contest 2 to 0 then 
came back to beat Boomers 
of Valley City 8 to 3 before 
losing for a second time to 
Corral Bar/Ramada 8 to 4.

Women’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Women’s Rec 1 

Corral Bar/Ramada, Bismarck, Front (L-R): Megan Petrick, Paige Nustad, Erin Keen, 
Kasandra Cariveau Back (L-R): Mallory Sand, Ashley Stroud, Kendra Hellehast, 
Beth Deeter, Bri Flynn, Rylee Meier, Ali Ritter Not Pictured: Jenna Feldman, Kelly 
Lehrke, Kelly Moormann, Marissa Gieszler, Emily Omvig

A home team fi nally won 
a state tournament as the 
Silver Dollar/MFI of West 
Fargo won the Women’s Rec 
2 state tournament held in 
West Fargo on August 12 
and 13.  Twenty fi ve teams 
showed up to join in the fun 
as the Silver Dollar Bar won 
four straight games without 
losing to claim the Rec 2 
Women’s title.  

Silver Dollar opened with 
an 8 to 4 win over Brekke 
Aviation/Tronson Grain of 
Devils Lake then followed 

up with a 5 to 1 triumph over 
Fusion Automation of Grand 
Forks.  The KC Krushers 
were their next victim, losing 
5 to 2 and putting the Silver 
Dollar women into the Cham-
pionship game where they 
defeated a Williston team 
with multi-sponsors Mul-
ligan’s/IF Dunn/JLS/DSG/
WCCU/SORENSON/EGF. 
The fi nal score was 9 to 7.

Mulligan’s etc. captured 
second place with wins over 
Our Place Tavern of Bis-
marck 20 to 3, Dean’s Dig-

ging of Wahpeton 14 to 4 
and M and J Saloon of West 
Fargo22 to 0 before losing the 
fi nal to Silver Dollar 9 to 7.

Third place was claimed 
by KC’s Krushers 13 to 3 
over M & J Saloon

Roughrider Division was 
won by Silver Dollar Bar of 
West Fargo over Big Screen 
9 to 1.

Cactus Division champ 
was Goldade Landscaping/
Veracity Motors, of Mandan 
over Blueline 8 to 4. 

Women’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Women’s Rec 2

Silver Dollar/MFI, West Fargo, Front (L-R): Lynette Maycock, Hope Gregory, Pa-
mela Williams, Nicole Lehmann, Kellie Jacobson Middle (L-R): Ashley Walker, Faith 
Qualley, Bre Schaeff er, Danielle Markel, Jeanne Kritzberger, Steph Rieniets Back: 
Brian ‘Ice’ Gregory

The Plains Women from 
Mandan won the 30 team 
Women’s Rec 3 West state 
tournament held in Bismarck 
August 5 and 6.  All games 
were played at the Cotton-
wood Diamonds.  The Plains 
started with a shutout over 
Frontier Printing 7 to 0 and 
followed with a decisive 
victory over MSS/Korby 
of Turtle Mountain 16 to 
5.  They also won over the 
Sportsmen’s Bar of Bismarck 
6 to 2 before beating another 

Bismarck team, Katie Kulzer 
15 to 5.  In the champion-
ship game, the Plains won 
over Buster’s Bar/Rockpile 
of Williston.  No score is 
available.

Runner-up Buster’s Bar/
Rockpile of Williston be-
gan the day with a bye then 
struggled to beat Solitudes/
Spicy Pie of Minot 7 to 6 and 
Sniper’s Ag of Bismarck 12 
to 11 before they scored a ten 
run victory over Lidgerwood 
15 to 5 before losing the fi nal 

to The Plains Women.  
Third place went to Katie 

Kulzer of Bismarck over 
Lidgerwood Bar and Lounge 
9 to 3.

Roughrider Division was 
captured by Solitudes/Spicy 
Pie of Minot as they defeated 
another Minot team, Nutri-
tion Addiction/The Landing 
by a score of 15 to 5.

Cactus Division went to 
Advantage Electric of James-
town 12 to 5 over another 
Jamestown team Korner Bar.   

Women’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Women’s Rec 3 - West

(West) Plains Women, Mandan, Front (L-R): Shelby Lego, Nicole Wells, Whitney 
Hale, Wendy Wells Back (L-R): LeAndrea Black Cloud, McKayla Peltier, Kelsey Pel-
tier, Rose Bear, Tia Jeanotte, Abdezza Red Dog, Misty Decouteau, Maurissa Wells

(East) May-Port Insurance/Hub, Grand Traill, Front (L-R): Kiana Ishikawa, Leah 
Larson, Jess Moch, Hannah Ust, Lindsay Bring Back (L-R): MaKenzie Bring, Ashley 
Erickson, Tracy McGillis, Megan Evans, Kari Ust, Sonja Bilden

Women’s Slow Pitch State Tournament Results
Women’s Rec 3

Mayport Insurance/ Hub 
won the 16 team Women’s 
Rec 3 State Tournament held 
in Devils Lake July 29 and 
30. Mayport won four games 
without suffering a loss to 
claim the title. They won their 
fi rst game over Proz Lakeside 
of Devils Lake in a nail biter 
6-5. Things got easier for 
them in the next game as 
they trounced the Anamoose 
Merchants 18-3. In game 
three, Mayport whipped the 
Minot Merchants 12-4 to 

gain the championship game 
which they won 24 to 10 over 
Fordville.

Fordville earned second 
place beating everyone they 
met with the exception of 
Mayport. Fordville won 
their opener 7-0 over Bat 
Attitudes of Devils Lake, 
then had a tight game with 
The Buff /10K of Jamestown 
which Fordville won 9-8. 
Another close game followed 
as Fordville nipped Ty’s 
Lounge of Devils Lake 12-11 

before losing the fi nal game 
to Mayport.

Third place went to the 
Minot Merchants 10-7 over 
Ty’s Lounge.

Roughrider Division was 
claimed by The Buff/10K 
of Jamestown 14-9 over the 
Anamoose Merchants.

The Cactus Division was 
won by a multi-sponsored 
team from Jamestown, Anne 
Carlson/ Cysewski/ Dockter/ 
Legge Farms over the Beer 
Babies 6-5.
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• 10 & Under, Class A:  Bismarck 
Sparks

• 10 & Under, Class B, Dickinson
• 12 and Under, Class A, River City 
Wolfpack

• 12 and Under, Class B, Dickinson 
• 14 and Under, Class A, Dickinson
• 14 and Under, Class B, Cass Trail 
Blazers

• 16 and Under, Class A, Grand 
Forks Express

• 16 and Under, Class B, West Fargo 
Fusion

• 18 and Under, Class A, West Fargo 
United

• No Class B Division in 18 and 
Under 

JO GIRL’S 
FAST PITCH

Masters:  Division one and two 
combined:  Silver Dollar Bar

Masters:  Division Three:  Bistro  
Division Four: East River Gals

Class D:  Bases and Banks-Minot
Rec 1: Corral Bar/Ramada-

Bismarck
Rec. 2:  Silver Dollar:  Silver 

Dollar/MF
Rec. 3, East:  Mayport Insur-

ance/Hub
Rec. 3, West:  Plains Women-

Mandan.

Winners from 
Women’s State 
Tournaments

Class C:  3xGear/The Box/Bal-
lyard/Sports – Fargo

Class D:  Ground Round/Trojan/
Hugo’s Wine and Spirits –Grand 
Forks

Rec !:  Dickson Law/Knife 
River/Vue – Bismarck

Rec 2, East:  Driftwood Lounge 
– Wahpeton

Rec 2, West:  Rubicon Mortgage 
Advisors – Bismarck

Rec 3, East:  Dietz Properties/
Loft Bar and Grill – Grand Forks

Rec 3, West:  Premiere Physical 
Training – Bismarck

Rec 4, East: Carrington
Rec 4, West: Precision Under-

ground – Bismarck
Men’s Masters 35:  Division One 

– Heartland Investors – Mandan
Men’s Masters 35:  Division Two 

– Fargo Miller Lite
Men’s Masters 35:  Division 

Three –Hamre Seed Cleaning.
Men’s Masters 40:  Division One 

–Rough Riders, Mandan
Men’s Masters 40:  Division Two 

– Gentzkow, Lamoure.
Men’s Masters 50:  Metal Bat 

– Mariner Construction, Mandan
Men’s Masters 50:  Wood Bat, 

Division One:  Dust Tex, Mandan
Men’s Masters 50:  Wood Bat, 

Division Two:  Kruse, Minot  

Winning Teams 
From Men’s 
Tournaments

WWAST Alumni Camp
Kelly Waterman Photography

September 30, 2017
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Ump Chat
continued from page 3

Five girls from North Dakota 
softball were chosen to represent 
Region Eight in a national event 
for girl’s fast pitch under the age 
of 12.  The fi ve were selected from 
22 girls who tried out for the team.  
They will be on the Region Eight 
team along with a second team also 

from this Region.  In total 32 teams 
will be sent to Oklahoma City, the 
home of USA Softball to participate 
in the tournament.  The team was 
coached by Kyle Christensen of 
Glen Ullin, a Hall of Fame fast pitch 
player and father of one of the fi ve 
girls selected for this team.  The 

girls selected were Logan Gronberg 
of Bismarck, Taylor Christensen 
of Glen Ullin, Cambry Frantsvog 
of Minot, Kirsten Galloway of 
Garrison and Brooke Morris of 
Bismarck.   

North Dakota girls chosen as  Regional All Stars

Since moving to Bismarck, Ben 
Birkemeyer has advanced steadily 
in the ranks of softball umpires.  
His six weeks spent at an Umpire 
School run by former major league 
baseball umpires has helped his 
rapid advancement along with his 
ability and personality.  A native of 
Ada, Minnesota, Birkemeyer gradu-
ated from the University of Mary in 
Bismarck, moved to Minneapolis 
where he got excellent tutoring from 
Minneapolis Umpire in Chief Paul 
Kraimer and another well-known 
and respected Mineapolis umpire 
Alec Holman as well as Charley 
Johnson of Hitterdahl, Minnesota, a 
veteran umpire and clinicians.

Birkemeyer  spent some time 
in Grand Forks before moving out 
to Bismarck where he quickly ad-
vanced to working state and national 
tournaments in upper level softball.  

He also umpires baseball and fast 
pitch softball and offi  ciates football, 
both high school and college and 
basketball.  He continued to get ad-
vice and mentoring from state UIC 
Mike Wolf and two state deputies, 
Elliott Gerhardt and Terry O’Clair. 

He recently worked the Super 
Division of Men’s Slow Pitch soft-
ball in Oklahoma City in the USA 
Softball Hall Of Fame stadium.  
This is the highest division of slow 
pitch softball.  Only five teams 
were entered in the tournament and 
Ben and his fellow crew members 
only worked three games each but 
at the highest level.  Scores in this 
Division average over 30 runs per 
game and each team is allowed 16 
home runs until they become outs.  
In the championship game, the win-
ning team scored 49 runs!!.  Jimmie 
Derrick of Georgia was the umpire 

in chief for this event.   This was the 
second opportunity for Birkemeyer 
to work in the Hall of Fame stadium, 
having worked the Championship 
Series, Class A Division last year.   

Bismarck Umpire Works Men’s Supers
Ben Birkemeyer Earns Top Assignment

Ben Birkenmeyer

Those umpires who passed are now eligible to work International Softball

World Baseball and Softball 
Confederation Certifi cation Camps

Held in Ohio and Southern California
WBSC Camps: We want to thank 

USA Softball of Ohio and USA 
Softball of Southern California for 
running very successful Certifi ca-
tion Camps. Dut to them allowing 
the camps to be held in their As-
sociation, keeping all the logistics 
in line and supplying the venues 
and games that are required for us 
to hold a camp, we had 18 USA 
Softball Umpires successfully pass 
the certifi cation process. Camps are 
normally held by WBSC Umpire 
personnel but due to all the WBSC 
events going on this year Bob 
Stanton, Director of Umpires for 
the WBSC, allowed us to provide 
some of the observers. Thank you 
goes out to Bryan Smith from USA 
Softball of Michigan for helping 
at the camp in Ohio and to Chris 
Drumm USA Softball Director of 
Umpires and WBSC North Ameri-
can Supervisor and Lori Bish from 
USA Softball of Seattle.

Passing the Certifi cation Camp 
in Southern California were, Les-
lie Anderson from USA Softball 
of Wisconsin, John Baca from 
USA Softball of New Mexico, 
Glenda Bates from USA Softball 
of Colorado, Alan Blanchard from 
USA Softball from of Greater 
San Joaquin, Glenn Brown and 
Tyler Moore from USA Softball 
of Washington, Mark Craver from 
USA Softball of Central California, 
Naomi Erdahl from USA Softball 
of North Dakota, Alan Freedman 

from USA Softball of Florida, 
Mark Korras from USA Softball of 
Southern California, Megan Rabin 
from USA Softball of Seattle, and 
Diana Welch from USA Softball 
of Illinois.

Congratulations to all of them for 
the hard work it takes to become 
WBSC Certifi ed.

Plays and Clarifi cations
Play: (Slow Pitch) With R1 on 

2B and R2 on 1B B3 hits an over 
the fence homerun. R1 and R2 stop 
and watch the ball go over. After the 
ball goes over the fence B3 passes 
R2 before stopping and going to 
the dugout. The umpire calls B3 
out since he passed a runner and 
this is not a base running appeal as 
described in the rules.

Ruling: Incorrect. Once the ball 
clears the fence R1, R2 and B3 do 
not have to run the bases. Even 
though our rules, Rule 8, Section 31 
Exceptions states: All Adult Slow 
Pitch. On any fair batted ball hit 
over the fence for a home run or on 
a four base award, the batter and all 
runners are credited with a run. The 
batter and any runners on base are 
not required to run the bases. This 
eliminates any appeal play on the 
runners. The elimination of any ap-
peals intent is to not have any outs 
due to base running responsibilities 
for the runners or Batter-Runner.

Play: (Slow Pitch with Steal-
ing) R1 on 1B and B2 (jersey #16) 
draws a live ball walk and proceeds 

toward 1B. Before B2 arrives at 1B, 
the coach informs the plate umpire 
“Courtesy runner #32 for #16. (#32) 
comes out of the dugout and stands 
on 1B as B2 (who never made it to 
1B) goes into the dugout. (#32 is a 
legal CR.)

Ruling: The umpire should not 
allow the courtesy runner to go to 
1B to run for B2 until B2 touches 
1B and becomes R1. If they do this 
before the umpire can stop them 
you would have B2 out by Rule 8, 
Section 2D2 Eff ect: The Batter-
runner is out.

Play: (Slow Pitch) R1 on 1B and 
B2 at bat. B2 is in front of home 
plate but still in the batter’s box. 
In a) R1 leaves 1B as B2 swings at 
the pitch and misses before the ball 
reaches home plate and in b) R1 
leaves 1B after the swing which is 
after the ball reaches home plate. In 
both cases the umpire rules the base 
runner out because they left when 
the batter swung.

Ruling: Incorrect. This is a tough 
situation for any umpire to sell. By 
rule in (a) R1 should be called out 
for leaving the base early and in 
(b) they should not be called out. 
Keep in mind if the swing and the 
leaving of the base are very close to 
the same time the ball reaches home 
plate, it would be a hard situation 
for an umpire to sell that they could 
tell the runner left before the ball 
reached home plate.

Our state tournaments are fi n-
ished and everything seemed to go 
very well.  I have a great crew of 
Deputy Umpires in Chief around 
the state that do an excellent job 
of handling situations that arise 
during tournaments, not to men-
tion the great job they do handling 
situations throughout the season.   I 
would like to personally extend my 
thanks and gratitude to the great 
job my DUIC’s do each and every 
year—thanks to Marchel Krieger—
Jamestown, Rock Healey—Grand 
Forks, Al Ziemann—Bismarck, 
Chris Coleman—Fargo, Elliott 
Gerhardt—Bismarck/Dickinson, 
Randy Olson—West Fargo, Mike 
Nider—Bismarck, Koby Pennick—
Fargo, Tom Lawson—Minot, and 
Lyle Rader—Wahpeton.  I truly 
believe that the success of our um-
piring program is based upon the 
people I have assisting me—so 
thank you everyone!!  Without the 
assistance of my DUIC’s through-
out the state our umpire program 
would not enjoy the success it has!

Speaking of DUIC’s I would 
like to inform you that Pat “Rock” 
Healey has submitted his resigna-
tion as DUIC for the Grand Forks 
area.  I cannot tell you how valuable 
Rock has been to the Grand Forks 
area serving as a DUIC for over 30 
years.  While we were colleagues 
for many of those years, most 
importantly, Rock and I became 
good friends.  I could always trust 
his judgement in umpires, training 
them to become excellent umpires 
and counting on him to handle 
whatever situations arose in his 
region.  We are losing a valuable 
member of our umpire staff  and we 
are losing a great friend to many.  
Good luck in your second retire-
ment of umpiring!!  I am proud to 
also announce that I have named 
Gerald “Shorty” Payne to succeed 
Rock as the DUIC for the Grand 
Forks area.  Shorty comes with a 
wealth of knowledge and experi-
ence and he will hit the ground 
running and do an excellent job for 
the umpire program.  Learn more 
about Shorty in the next issue. Read 
more about Rock and his umpiring 
career in an article by Walt Stack 
elsewhere in this issue.

I wanted to include an update on 
the Sam McQuade Sr. Budweiser 
Charity Softball Tournament.  Once 
again I would like to extend a great 
big THANK YOU to all of the 
teams and umpires that participated 
in the tournament and all the fans 
who came out to watch.  We had a 
very successful weekend we were 
excited to distribute over $105,000 
to local charities and organizations.  
I wish each and every one of you 
could have the opportunity to at-
tend the banquet where we hand 
out the money and hear all of the 
heartwarming stories about just 
how much the many charities and 
organizations appreciate the funds 
they receive.  If you ever want to 
attend, please let me know and we 
will make sure that happens!

The winning teams and photos 
are now posted on the McQuade 
website.  Be sure and check out all 
the winners at www.mcquades.com  
Once again, thank you players, 
umpires, and fans for making this 

tournament a success!   Watch for 
the registration form for the 2018 
tournament that will be available 
shortly after the fi rst of February on 
the McQuade website.  Tournament 
dates for 2018 are June 22, 23 & 24.  
It will be our 43rd Anniversary and 
you won’t want to miss it!  Let’s 
make 2018 even bigger that this 
year!  Remember—enter early!  Be 
sure and be one of the record setting 
teams that participate in next year’s 
tournament and don’t be one of the 
many teams that didn’t make it into 
the tournament.  GOOD NEWS—
the Wounded Warrior Amputee 
Softball Team and the All-Air Force 
Team will also be returning to the 
tournament next year so we are 
excited about that.  We hope to see 
you there!  

While another great season of 
softball in North Dakota is behind 
us, there were definitely some 
bumps and bruises along the way 
this year with the actions of players 
on the fi eld.  It is something that 
needs to be addressed.  Thanks to 
all of the players and umpires who 
make this game so great.  I certainly 
appreciate all of the emails, phone 
calls, and questions I receive from 
players, managers, and umpires 
throughout the year on rule inter-
pretations or concerns you might 
have.  I also get asked several 
questions at many of the tourna-
ments that I attend throughout the 
summer.  I think it is great that we 
can discuss plays and situations so 
that umpires and players can come 
to better understand the rules of the 
game.  Just know that I am willing 
and able to assist in any manner 
that I can! 

As we end another season, I 
would ask leagues, players, and 
umpires around the state to assist 
us in recruiting more umpires.  I 
challenge you to do whatever you 
can to recruit just one new umpire 
for next season in your area of 
the state.  We are losing umpires 
across the country at an alarming 
rate and North Dakota is no dif-
ferent.  By recruiting just one new 
umpire, you would be doing your 
part to make sure the great game 
of softball continues well into the 
future with a suffi  cient number of 
umpires.  Maybe that umpire is you!  
One night a week can make a huge 
diff erence to any league across the 
state!  Players and umpires—if you 
know of someone you think might 
make a good umpire, encourage 
them to try it.  All it takes is a little 
persuasion from an umpire or a 
player and someone just might give 
umpiring a try—you’ll never know 
unless you ask!  

I encourage you to continue to 
contact me at any time with any 
questions or concerns you may 
have.  For me, the softball season 
never really ends so don’t hesitate to 
drop me an email at wolfden8993@
yahoo.com  or give me a call on my 
cell at 701-400-2100 with any ques-
tions or concerns you may have.  I 
am available to help you in any way 
I can.  Have a great off  season.  I 
look forward to seeing many of you 
again at a rules clinic next spring 
or on the diamonds next summer 
or even somewhere along the line 
this winter!  
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Super sponsor and softball 
booster Gary Tharaldson and his 
wife Connie continue providing all 
the trophies and the championship 
banners for all state softball tourna-
ments sponsored by the North Da-
kota Amateur Softball Association. 

Tharaldson assumed his spon-
sorship in 1999 and has provided 
all state awards and banners each 
year since.

Included are all the awards for 
the Junior Olympic program as 
well as adult awards in both slow 
pitch and fast pitch.  The number 
of trophies and banners depends on 
the number of teams entering each 
of the state tournaments. 

The Tharaldsons have dedicated 
much of their lives to supporting 
ASA softball as sponsors for not 
just one or two divisions but across 
the whole spectrum of ASA soft-
ball.  Tharaldsons sponsored Men’s 
A, B and C Slow pitch Divisions 
and supported fi ve diff erent levels 
of senior ball many years.

He and his wife also sponsored 
women’s teams for 15 years as 
well as both Boys and Girls Junior 
Olympic teams.  His sponsored 
teams have participated in over 30 
National Tournaments. 

In addition to his sponsorships, 
Gary was also a player during his 
time as a sponsor winning two 
National Championships and over 
1,000 games as a pitcher. His best 

Tharaldson continues to 
sponsor state trophies

year was a season in which he won 
58 games, losing only 2 and he car-
ried a .600 batting average over his 
long career.  

He is a member of the North 
Dakota Amateur Softball Hall of 
Fame and in 2011 was elected to 
the National Hall of Fame during 
induction ceremonies at the annual 
ASA Council Meeting in Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. 

NDASA is able to provide the 
trophies and banners only through 
the cooperation and generosity of 
Gary Tharaldson and his various 
enterprises.  NDASA gratefully 
acknowledges his many, many con-
tributions to North Dakota softball.  

Gary Tharaldson

Pat Healey

Pat “Rock” Healey Retires 
as Duic in Grand Forks

One of the longest serving Dep-
uty Umpires in Chief in USA Soft-
ball has announced his retirement 
eff ective with the close of the 2017 
season. Pat “Rock” Healey has been 
a registered umpire in North Dakota 
for 43 years and a state Deputy 
Umpire in Chief for 27 years. Most 
of his early years in umpiring were 
spent in the fast pitch game in a very 
competitive Grand Forks men’s 
league. Like many others in the 
state he moved to the slow pitch 
game when fast pitch died out in 
most of the state.

“Rock” was a familiar sight 
in and around the Grand Forks 
softball complexes serving as the 
city Umpire in Chief and Umpire 
Scheduler for 22 years. His replace-
ment is Gerald “Shorty” Payne, also 
a familiar fi gure around the Grand 
Forks diamonds. “Rock” thanks 
everyone who were supportive 
and became great friends through 

umpiring softball.
I don’t know how he got his 

nickname or who gave it to him 
but “Rock” is certainly an apt name 
since that is what he has been to 
Grand Forks and North Dakota 
softball for a lot of years. We’ll miss 
you, “Rock”.

Contact
Information

NDASA State Offi ce
Telephone: (701) 952-4448

FAX: (701) 952-4488
Email:

ndasa@daktel.com
Website: 

webmaster@ndasa.org

JO Action Shots
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Action from the Special Olympics Tournament.

Action from Special Olympics Tournament.

North Dakota Pitcher about to deliver a pitch.

North Dakota Patrol Honor Guard teams line up in background.

Lighting the Olympic Torch. State Attorney General Wayne Stenehjem and a representative of the 
North Dakota team.

The North Dakota team in the March of Champions.

Canadian team in the March of Champions.

Special Olympics Photos... continued from page 1
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