
Thanks again Vipers and families for making the First Annual Golf Outing an overwhelming success! We 

successfully collected a substantial amount of money from our silent auction, sponsorships and dinner 

event. In addition, we are proud to present Gigi's Playhouse with a large donation for their centers. 

Everyone had a wonderful time and the room was full of great friends and family having a laughter filled 

evening. We couldn't have asked for a better day and evening to spend with our hockey family. Vipers 

are truly the best hockey organization around!  
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VIPERS PCA DAY September 16 

Save the date! Vipers will be hosting a 

PCA (Positive Coaching Alliance) day 

on the morning and afternoon of     

September 16th at the Rec Plex. .     

We are planning a 5k run and a Viper     

welcome party to follow. Please stayed 

tuned to website for more information.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUT6RvLbHUs
http://www.positivecoach.org/


Coaches:  Paul Kovanda, Marshall Woodward, Phil Harvey and Jim Echlin 

 

The Midget U16 and U18 spring teams brought together both current and former Viper/Mauler players that 

returned after playing for other organizations in the fall.  It was great to welcome these returning players back 

into the Viper family.  In addition, many of the U16 players double-rostered on the Midget U18 team, which 

provided them a great challenge and opportunity to further develop their skills.  The spring season represent-

ed a period of growth as many players were adjusting to the Midget level where the speed is greater and  

physical play is more intense, while at the same time adjusting to playing with new teammates.  The Midget 

teams both played in three tournaments: Beaver Dam Invitational, Chicago Dragon’s Lair and the Bonnie 

Vonder Haar Tournament in Crystal Lake. 

 

Both the U16 and U18 teams showed great signs of progress at each tournament and the season ended on a 

high note with a championship for the U16 at the Bonnie Vonder Haar Tournament.  With the strong core of 

Midget players from the spring program combined with the summer development program, there is a lot of 

excitement around the opportunity for the Midget program heading into the fall season. 

2017 Spring Season In Review 

This year the Vipers will be showing our club pride and raising         

community awareness by skating in this years Gurnee Days 

Parade.  

 

The parade is Sunday, August 13th at 12:00. Skaters will sign up 

via the Vipers website on a first come first serve basis.  

 

Check FB and website for details! #Viperup  

http://www.gurneedays.com/


Coaches: John Berthiaume, Bryan Lee and Jim Echlin 

 

Vipers Bantam 1 had major success in the 

two spring tournaments they entered. 

 Injuries, spring sports and other       

commitments lead to a short bench in the 

two tournaments we competed in, as we 

lost Jack Lee in our first game with a   

broken collar bone. Jack showed        

dedication showing up to all of our games 

and adding words of inspiration when the 

team needed it.  Anthony was also there 

to help us collect some    hardware when 

we were Runner up in the Bonnie Vander 

Haar Memorial   tournament.  In some of 

our tourney games we were down to 

only 2 centers, 3 sets of wings, and 3  

defenseman, but that didn't stop us from 

winning the Dragon's Lair tournament. 

 The boys played unselfish throughout the 

spring and bonded as a team.   

 

Bantam 1 is  looking forward to Anthony 

collecting more championship trophies 

for the   Vipers in the Fall Winter Season. 

Coaches:  Jim Pye, Craig Gatto and Mark Anderson  

 

The Bantam 2 team had a great spring 

season.  Although the scoreboard didn't 

reflect many wins, the boys skated hard 

every shift and improved in every game.  

 

Spring is a great time to introduce players 

to the game at the Bantam level and team 

build.  

 

Our boys had several team building    

opportunities that transferred into on ice 

synergy. As the short season progressed, 

the boys became more comfortable with 

the physical side of the game and utilized 

some of the skills they learned in practice. 

  

Puck movement, positioning, and    

awareness on the ice improved each 

week. They showed great teamwork by 

the last game which is sure to transfer 

into the fall. Thanks for all of the hard 

work, I hope you enjoyed yourselves.    

 



Coaches: Marshall Woodward and Ben Barry 

 

Bantam 3 played in two tournament in the spring. Finishing as Runner-Up in the Chicago Spring Classic . To 

end the season they boys came within minutes of reaching the Championship game at the Bonnie Vader Harr 

Memorial Tournament, but did not quite get there. The boys played hard and showed a great deal of         

determination that had them in every game they played. In addition to the hard work laughter could be heard 

on and off the ice making for a very memorable spring season.  

Coaches: Tim Kinsman, Andrew Narlock and Bryon Kozak 

 

Peewee 1 had a great spring season going three for three and winning all of the tournaments they competed 

in. The team goals were not necessarily to win, rather to work hard, have fun, and most importantly to play 

like a team, aka "the Vipers way". Each player brought a selfless attitude and hard work to every practice and 

game. The results were definitely a byproduct of each player's commitment to the team above personal stats 

and glory. They were willing to do whatever it took for the team, playing multiple positions, grinding it out in 

the corners, trusting their teammates by moving the puck, and had continuous excellent effort on and off the 

ice. It also didn't hurt to have parents in the stands to support each player as if they were their own, keeping 

it a positive and fun experience for the boys. Shout out to coaches Andy Narlock and Bryon Kozak as well for 

their tireless effort and positive attitude all season!  

 

Quote of the spring season (third tournament), "We won, so are we going to Portillo's?"  

 

 

 

 



Coaches: Jeremy Franz and Matt Beck 

 

Peewee Team 2, where do we start with this great group of kids! 

 

First, we the Coaches were very proud of the progress we made this Spring, even with all the extra Spring 

Sport commitments! The players came from many different levels of Hockey. Either from House Hockey or 

from playing on Vipers Travel Squirts/PeeWee from various levels in the Fall. We focused a lot on teamwork, 

positioning, puck movement and just heads up hockey this Spring. 

 

Next, of the 3 tournaments we played 

we started off 0-3-1 which was a bit of 

a wake up call for some, and then got 

better with a 2nd place finish in the 2nd 

Tourney. In the final tourney, we again 

made it to the  Championship game, 

but came up short after 5 periods of 

Hockey and a shoot-out! The boys  

really came  together in the end and 

learned how to play as a team! 

 

Thank you to the Parents ( who were 

also great ) and  Tim for this           

experience to coach a great team!   

 

Also, a big shout out to Matt Beck and 

Matt Tallman as well, thanks for all 

your help! 

Coaches:  Kevin Hingley, JC Weinberg and John Bailey 

 

Peewee 3’s spring season can be described as nothing less than playing with intensity. 

 

The players came prepared to leave it all on the ice for every practice and game, which lead to winning two 

1st place championships at the Chicago Cup and Chicago May Madness tournaments. 

 

The kids earned the respect of their coach for the effort they applied to their learning and developed a better 

understanding of how the game is played, with intensity, while having fun! They came a long way in a short 

period of time, learning game play options, positioning, and mutual respect for their teammates and opponents 

while playing a more aggressive 

game. 

 

So much can be said about how 

great the kids and the parents 

were, I will leave it with this 

note: It was an honor to have 

the opportunity to share the 

game I love so much with such a 

great group of players. 

 

 

 

 



Coaches: Kris Rigan, Jacob Novak and Mike Denman 

 

Squirt 1 had a spring season filled with hard work, 

determination ,fun,  and memories that will last a  

lifetime.  The players stayed on track improving their 

play from game 1 all the way to game 8.   Their first 

tourney found them battling for the Championship 

coming up just a bit short in overtime to take 2nd 

place against a very tough Rockford team. Steady play 

continued its way on through the second tourney, 

again getting better every game by working the puck 

around to open players.  Our defense and goalie both 

shined in this second tourney with excellent play, and 

our offense took advantage of opportunities when 

they presented themselves, ultimately leading Squirt 1 

to a s second championship opportunity.   This one 

would however end differently  then the first tour-

ney's overtime portion.   Tough play , hard work , and 

stellar goaltending paved the way for yet another  

exciting finish.  With players and fans alike on their 

feet, the sudden death overtime periods expired and 

it was off to a shootout to decide champion.  You 

couldn't have asked for a better way to close out the spring season here with an opportunity to win the  

championship in a shootout.  Our offensive skill started out strong and our goalie sealed the deal shutting 

down every shooter that came down the lane.  Cheers roared, gloves flew in the air, high fives were had by 

all, and smiles filled the faces of parents and players alike. What a way to close out  the spring season.    

WELL DONE! 

Coaches: Greg Brankey, Scott Broman, Mike Vergamini and Andy Narlock  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Viper Squirt 2 team had a growing season. This was my first year as a Viper coach and it took a little bit 

for everyone to get to know each other. I had 3 great assistants that helped me through the ins and outs but 

they also gave me space to coach the game as I see it. The boys played well in the 3 tournaments we were in 

and ended up taking 2nd in Crystal Lake! What I enjoyed the most is the boys bought in to what we were 

teaching, competed hard and grew as the season went on. I can't wait to get back at it in the fall/winter.  

 

 

 

 

 



Hockey 101: Know The Rules 

Every four years USA Hockey’s playing rules are evaluated and voted on by the USA Hockey Board of 

Directors.  The following rule changes have been approved for the next four years. 

 

601(e.2) Abuse of Officials and Other Misconduct.    

 Changes language for racial/ethnic slur to include any language that is “offensive, hateful or   

 discriminatory in nature”. 

612(b) Face-Off Locations.    

 All face-offs must be conducted at one of the nine designated face-off spots. 

612(c) Face-Off Locations.    

 Calls for an attacking zone face-off when puck deflects out of play-off of post or crossbar. 

624(b) Icing the Puck.    

 Eliminate the ability of a shorthanded team to legally ice the puck for 14U age classifications and 

 below (Bantam and below).  

Coaches: Luke Anders, Kurt Carlson and Jake Nash 

 

Vipers Squirt 3 showed enormous amounts of progression throughout this short Spring Season. May of the 

kids exhibited the ability to adapt and not only play new positions, but excel on the ice picking up their new 

roles quickly and effectively. With only a few weeks practice the team headed to Troy Michigan for their first 

tournament and represented the Lake County by taking 3rd  place out of the 14 local Metro Detroit teams 

that we competed against.  

 

The team showed the skills that were inhibited in them only a few weeks prior and Alex Sacchetti received his 

first career shut out! After the Michigan tournament the team experienced some adversity struggling in the 

following tournament in Romeoville. Each game however growing stronger as    players and developing sports-

manship and the ability to learn from it. The following tournament the team showed their new found camara-

derie and took 2nd place in The Dragon's Lair tournament playing some of their best hockey. Finally the last 

tourney of the season the team grew more and more as not only individual players but as a team. Their per-

formance and awareness on the ice exhibited that of a next level player.  

 

The players officially were a team. There are so many amazing moments that made the coaching staff and par-

ents proud of the hard the players exhibited this season. Were just looking to turn the page, develop, grow, 

learn, and be that much better in the fall.  



Jim Pye 
 

Viper Bytes:  Welcome back Coach. How was coaching hockey 

overseas?  

Coach Pye: Coaching overseas was a great experience, but not 

without its challenges. First I didn't speak the language. I was        

fortunate enough to join in with another coach that was fluent in 

three languages so he helped translate.  Second most everyone was 

able to follow the instruction on the whiteboard and thirdly I was 

able to show them on the ice which clarified the rest. The           

combination of all three made it work and it made me work very 

hard at learning their language. which really helped in the day to day 

living as well. I try to look at every player individually to find what 

motivates them. what works for one doesn't necessarily work for 

another. Personality , attitude, skill level all have a big part in deciding 

how to motivate and or reward at the given time. No matter what 

the motivation or reward is it will always be team based. One player 

can help win a game , but that one player can not do it alone it's   

always a team effort.  

 

VB: “How old were you when you started playing hockey and where did it all begin?” 

Coach Pye: I started skating when I was 3. Started playing hockey when I was 5 and it all started in Zion IL.  

 

VB: “What Hockey positions do you play?” 
Coach Pye: I play center , but I have played every position on the ice at some point. including refereeing 

from 16-18 years old  

 

VB: “When did you start coaching and why?” 
Coach Pye: I started coaching when my kids got involved in sports in 2007. coaching Baseball, Hockey and 

helping with Soccer. I began because it was time to give back to the sports I grew up playing like so many  

parents did when I was young. I continue to coach because I love to see the development of each player's skill 

and the smile on their face when they get it. it's a sense of accomplishment for both the coach and the player  

 

VB: “How do you think your players would describe you in one word or phrase? 
Coach Pye: Tough, Intense, Understanding and Fun  

 

VB: “What is your favorite hockey movie?”  
Coach Pye: Miracle  

 

VB: “ Any funny coaching moments?” 
Coach Pye: I was coaching a Mite team and trying to get them all to understand offsides. Half of them under-

stood right away, most of the others got it after a few weeks but one player had the hardest time with it.  

Every time he went offsides I would draw it on the whiteboard and explain it for him when he would come to 

the bench. Late in the season he had a break away and when he saw the blue line he went to stop, then turn 

and finally skated in and scored. When he came to the bench I said nice goal, but what was with all those crazy 

moves at the blueline? He responded with I was so excited to have a breakaway, then I saw the blue line and 

didn't want to be offsides so I went to stop and turn and almost wiped out before I realized I had the puck and 

could be the first one in the zone. He said it with such a big smile it makes me laugh every time I think about 

it.  

 

 
** If you have any story ideas or suggestions for the next edition of VIPER BYTES, please contact Laurie Gatto 

mailto:lgatto40@gmail.com

