
Michigan Senior Women’s Hockey League 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, February 15, 2017 
 

Attendees: Sarah Jacobsen (Freeze, President, D6 Dir.), Sarah Parker (Freeze, Ruicci Cup Coordinator, D1 
Co-Dir.), Angie Brayman (Black Ice, Secretary, D5 Dir.), Tammy Callahan (Black Ice, Treasurer, D1 Co-Dir.), 
Mica Reardon (Epcot Ducks, VP, D4 Dir.), Sally Krug-Shaffer (Black Ice, Asst. Secretary, D3 Dir.), Heather 
Prain (Top Shelf), Desiree Messina (Top Shelf), Ginny Widger (Goody 2 Shoes), Diane Taylor (Goody 2 
Shoes), Christine Sowinski (Metro Blades), Maggie Miller (Metro Blades), Nicole Falardeau (Outlaws), 
Chelsey Slater (TOT Flying Unicorns).  

Absent: Shellie Martin (Swarm, Asst. Treasurer, D2 Dir.) 

Meeting called to order by S. Jacobsen at 7:02 pm  

 
I. Approval of 1/11/17 minutes. Motioned by S. Krug-Shaffer, seconded by M. Reardon. Motion 

carried. 
 

II. Treasurer’s report (T. Callahan) 
A. Current balance $9,307.29 - No change from last month.  

 
III. Old Business 

A. Winter MAHA meeting (S. Parker) 
1. Jean Laxton (MAHA) acknowledged to S. Parker the receipt of the letter sent by S. 

Jacobsen. J. Laxton communicated via email that any rule change for 
girls/women’s to adult rules would likely not occur at least until 2018.  

B. Feedback from USA Hockey letter sent by S. Jacobsen 
1. Jean Laxton followed up with S. Jacobsen to see if USA Hockey had gotten back to 

her re: women’s/girls rule change. USA Hockey has still yet to respond. 
C. Two Ruicci Cup referee bids were received-- one from Jim Kreklau and one from Mike 

Canass.  However, Mike Canass failed to list any refs he would use.  Jim Kreklau listed 
several refs, including at least four female refs.  Thus, the bid was awarded to Jim Kreklau. 
S. Parker will also give J. Kreklau the contact names and phone numbers/emails of 
additional female refs we received at past board meetings, encouraging him to contact 
them as well. 

 
IV. New Business 

A. Division 1 updates (T. Callahan/S. Parker): No issues to report. 
B. Division 2 updates (S. Martin) 

1. Complaint filed against Goody 2 Shoes’ sub Rachelle Partee by A. Brayman of 
Black Ice alleging her aggressive playing style and high ability level. R. Partee’s 
response was received and read aloud per her request, as she could not attend the 
board meeting.  Discussion and disagreement ensued among several board 
members and friends/teammates of R. Partee.  It was agreed that no precedence 
exists to move up a long-time player of a team mid-way through the season.  Thus, 
the board agreed to allow R. Partee to remain with the G2Shoes for the remainder 
of the season. In the off-season, the board will discuss the possibility of disallowing 
any player playing at on a National-bound team (e.g., East Side Wild) to play in the 
MSWHL at any division lower than D1. 
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2. Incident involving Goody 2 Shoes’ third referee in their 2/12/17 vs. Metro Blades 
game and violation of the Referee Exclusion policy from the Handbook (XV. D. pg. 
24) due to spousal relationship of referee Ken Landis and G2Shoes player Stacy 
Landis. 

a) Viewpoints of specific incidents during this game were voiced by all 
G2Shoes and Metro Blades players present.  The incidents ultimately 
resulted in ref. Ken Landis issuing an unsportsmanlike conduct, followed 
by a game misconduct penalty to Metro Blades player Christine Sowinski 
for excessive use of profanity directed toward him.  

b) Though the Board discussed its limitations to waive any USA 
Hockey-issued penalty, it did agree to not issue the “league double” rule 
per the Handbook XVI. A. pg. 24. and awarded a forfeit of the game to the 
Metro Blades.  

c) S. Krug-Shaffer will follow up with USA Hockey regarding policy, if any, 
they have about referee exclusions due to personal relationships, and any 
potential of rescinding penalties called by such a referee.  

C. Division 3 updates (S. Krug-Shaffer) 
1. Polar Bears player appeal Lynne Harrison-Ley. Board voted via email and was 

approved 6-0 (1 abstained). 
D. Division 4 updates (M. Reardon): No issues to report. 
E. Division 5 updates (A. Brayman) 

1. Informal complaint received from Icebreakers concerning Top Shelf player Desiree 
Messina, who has already scored 35 goals, more as an individual than four teams 
in D5.  Desiree and Top Shelf manager, Heather Prain, helped shed light on 
Desiree’s unorthodox style of play and ability to scores goals.  Though the board 
assured her that she would not be forced up in the middle of her season, it 
discussed the likelihood of her receiving a letter early in the offseason about her 
ineligibility to play lower than D5 next year to allow her time to find another team. 

F. Division 6 updates (S. Jacobsen): No issues to report. 
 

V. Other 
A. Discussion of transgender athlete participation in light of prior USA Hockey legal response 

(dated 10/14/15) about commencement of hormone therapy or surgical procedures.  
1. Chelsey Slater, an identified female to male transgender player who has already 

begun hormone therapy, requested to be released from Epcot Ducks in order to 
play the rest of the season with TOT Flying Unicorns.  

2. The Board will (again) be reaching out to USA Hockey to find out what their current 
rules are regarding transgendered players. No response has been received since 
S. Jacobsen’s email to USA Hockey Adult Manager Katie Holmgren on 2/1/17. 
Currently, it appears that the USA Hockey rule is outdated by two years, and the 
board wants to verify whether or not it’s been updated to coincide with current 
federal and/or state laws. S. Krug-Shaffer agreed to follow up w/Katie Holmgren. 

B. Discussion re: potential need for substitute goalies, as both Wildcats and TOT Flying 
Unicorns have expressed concern about their goalies possibly missing one or more Ruicci 
Cup games.  Wildcats already submitted a general appeal form requesting use of a goalie 
substitute from the approved league list for Ruicci Cup. The Board voted on this appeal and 
approved it 6-0.  As a general rule, goalies have been allowed to sub during Ruicci Cup, but 
only goalies who are in the same division or lower, not from higher divisions.  

C. Ruicci Cup update (S. Parker) 
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1. Division 6 only has two teams participating in Ruicci Cup. The board agreed that 
each team will be guaranteed a third game regardless of who wins the first two 
games, and that third game will be considered the championship game and will be 
held on Sunday afternoon. Each D6 team will receive a discounted price to play in 
Ruicci Cup this season due to the limited numbers of teams competing. S. Parker 
will reach out to D6 managers to inform them of this proposal and gauge their 
interest and participation given this proposed structure.  

2. Vendors are being secured and coordinated through S. Parker and Eddie Edgar 
arena. 

3. Schedule will be assembled and sent out to Jim Kreklau (for referee scheduling) 
and participating teams when completed.  

D. Website glitches reported by Michelle Reeve (Hammerheads) on behalf of her teammate 
Anna Valk.  The Board encouraged M. Reeve and A. Valk to reach out directly to A. 
Brayman to address web glitches, as many of board members cannot see what general 
members are able to see due to expanded views of the league web pages. Thus, the board 
is unsure if the glitches are a broader Sport NGIN issue.  

E. Confirmation of participating players on rosters have to have played in 33% of season 
games in order to participate in Ruicci Cup. If not, an appeal will need to be filed. 

F. Bluewater Sharks tournament is April 7-9, 2017 and will be posted on website.  
 

 

Meeting adjourned by S. Jacobsen at 9:09 pm.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Angie Brayman 

Secretary 

 

Next monthly board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 3/8/17 @ 7:00 p.m. at the Engineering Society of 
Detroit (Suite 450), Oakland Commons, 20700 Civic Center Drive, Southfield, MI 
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