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Dear fellow Barbarians, 

 

For the last 14 years, the Katy Barbarians have been working to help young people by growing 

the game of rugby. It is and always has been the goal of the Katy Barbarians Rugby Club to 

teach the young people in our community positive character traits through the sport of rugby 

union as they become young men and women.  

Through rugby children and teenagers alike have been taught discipline, team work, 

perseverance, honesty, trust, and loyalty by a great number of volunteer coaches, assistant 

coaches, and coordinators. 

 

Nigel Saunders, the previous Barbarians youth director, has chosen to leave our organization to 

start a new rugby club in our area. Some of our volunteer coaches and coordinators have also 

chosen to depart our organization as well. We have always supported the growth of the game 

of rugby by welcoming new competition and new rugby players, so we wish them well in the 

formation of their club as well as recruiting new players and families to the game. 

 

We thought it was important to reach out to our members to communicate that the Barbarians 

will be continuing our efforts. We have revisited our goals and aspirations and nothing will 

change, we have been and always will be about family values. Even though the departure of 

such good people does pose some challenges for us to overcome, the Katy Barbarians will 

remain as the premier rugby club in the Katy area.  

 

We will continue to work with volunteers to coach and coordinate club activities, we will 

continue to recruit new players, we will continue to build partnerships with area businesses, 

and we will continue to provide the safest and most positive environment for our kids and 

families. 

 

Understanding the impact the Barbarians have had on our community, it is important to know 

some of the history and achievements of the club. It is essential to know that being a member 

of the Barbarians Rugby club makes you more than just a member, but that you are part of a 

family of people committed to our kids and community. The kids are the reason that we invest 

so much of our time and effort, the kids are the core of what the Katy Barbarians are about and 

have been since its formation some 14 years ago. 

       

As an example of our after school program with several Katy ISD elementary schools, such as 

Golbow, we use Rugby as a tool to work with at risk kids for an 8 week session each semester. 

In this 8 week period, we see their grades improve anywhere from 20% to 30% across the 

board, major positive changes in their behavior, and an overall mindset towards success and 

empowerment. Our Rugby Claus outreach program ensures that 2 families within our 

community have a gratifying and rewarding Christmas each year for their kids whom otherwise 

would receive very little.  
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Last season, like many seasons before, the club enjoyed great success on and off the field. 

There were 3 state champions and one runner up in the Jr High and Elementary teams, while 

the High School Team finished 17th overall in Division 1 High school club teams in the entire 

United States! The High School team has consistently been towards or at the top of the tables 

for the last 4 years. 

 

The Barbarians have produced players that have joined collegiate teams such as Arizona, Life 

University, Lindenwood, Texas A&M, Texas, Baylor, San Diego State, Alabama, and many others. 

Some players have been invited and excelled at elite level rugby training camps. We have had 

several players go onto become USA Rugby High School All Americans, USA Rugby U20’s, USA 

Rugby Collegiate All Americans. We have also had a few live and play overseas in such countries 

as New Zealand, Australia and others. 

 

This type of success does not come easily or without strong leadership in the organization. 

From the active membership in USA Rugby and the Rugby Texas organizations to the ordering 

of kit, maintaining the communications platform, securing of playing facilities and equipment, 

drafting and organizing emergency plans, to reaching out to area hospitals and businesses for 

partnerships. 

 

While the club does its very best to provide the safest and most positive experience for all its 

members and volunteers there is always room for improvement. One area that we have 

identified as to where improvement is necessary is communication of the club’s vision and 

goals. We also could do a better job of listening to our families. Your feedback and questions 

are very important to the club leadership, after all this is OUR club. 

 

We would like to invite all of you to a meeting of the Barbarians where we can have an honest 

discussion and hear what everyone may have on their mind. We will keep the Barbarian 

tradition going by maintaining the nationally recognized reputation that has been earned 

throughout the last decade and a half.  

 

We will be holding the town hall meeting at Texas Boarders, 26440 FM 1093, Richmond, Texas 

77406. We invite you and any potential new members to attend. We would like nothing more 

than to continue helping our youngsters become respectable and successful adults with YOU! 

 

We Are BARBARANS and the BARBARIANS are family! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rick Marshall 

 

#onceabarbarianalwaysabarbarian 


