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BLAINE AREA LITTLE LEAGUE 2017 

Major League Rules (10-12 player pitch) 

First and foremost, Little League Baseball governs the major league play and all rules will be found in the 

2017 Official Rules and Regulations with the following "special" playing rules enforced by Blaine Area 

Little League. Our goal is to have fun, develop each player for success, promote sportsmanship, and to 

get them to play again next year. 

Special Playing Rules 

1. The home team is responsible for posting final scores within 24 hours. Each team should enter their 

own pitch counts (having been verified at the end of the game) on their team page on the BALL 

website within 24 hours of each game. 

 

2. No on deck batting is allowed anywhere for safety reasons. 

 

3. Games are a maximum of 6 innings with no new inning beginning after 1:30 minutes. Games are a 

maximum 2 hours and the final score will revert back to the last completed inning if the final inning 

cannot be completed. The umpire will announce the official start time after the first pitch. A new 

inning begins as soon as the last out of the previous inning is recorded.  Games can end in a tie.  

 

4. Failure to provide 8 players by 5 minutes after the scheduled starting time constitutes a loss. The 

league encourages both teams to play the game as a Scrimmage. The team failing to meet the 8 man 

requirement may borrow a player/s from the opposing team.  If a player shows past (5 minutes after 

the scheduled starting) to meet the 8 man requirement this is still a LOSS for that team. 

 

5. It is up to the team coaches prior to their game to contact the Commissioner to fill roster spots 

when in need of players at least 1 day in advance of the game. 

 

6. Mercy Rule: Team leading by 15 runs after 3 innings or 10 runs after 4 Innings is declared the winner 

and the game is called. 

 

7. Little League approved bats with 33” bat length and 2 1/4" barrel maximum and bpf of 1.15. 

 

8. Pitchers are allowed to throw changeups, fastballs and breaking pitches. 

 

9. Round robin batting will be used with free defensive substitutions with each player required to play 

six defensive outs per game. If a player arrives after the game has started, he or she will be inserted 

at the end of the batting order with no penalty. 

 

10. Throwing of the bat while batting is not allowed. The umpire will give the player a warning after the 

first thrown bat. Both coaches will be notified. On the second thrown bat by the same player, the 

player is called out with no base runners allowed to advance. 
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11. Pitching Regulations per the 2017 Rule book apply. Players league age as of April 30th. 10 year olds 

are allowed 75 pitches, and 11 and 12 year olds are allowed 85 pitches per game. 

 

12. Coaches are responsible to monitor the pitch count for their own team and opposing team. Teams 

must use the “Pitch Count” sheet located on your league webpage. Coaches may not document 

their pitch counts using pitch clickers. The home team is the official pitch count tracker. Teams 

should meet after each half inning to make sure both teams have the same pitch counts. “Days of 

Rest” should be followed from the 2017 Official Rules and Regulations book. “Days of Rest” rules can 

also be found on your team’s page on the BALL website. Failure to adhere to the “Days of Rest” rules 

will result in disciplinary action. Coaches are responsible for knowing each players eligibility to pitch, 

and should not depend on the BALL website to make “Days of Rest” decisions.  

 

13. Note: A Pitcher cannot go to catcher if he or she has pitched over 41 pitches and a Catcher cannot 

go to Pitcher if the player has played the position of catcher for 4 innings (one pitch constitutes an 

inning).  Page 42 of LL Rule Book. 

 

14. The defensive team may elect to Intentionally Walk a batter prior to the first pitch being thrown by 

announcing this decision to the home plate umpire.  Four pitches will be added to the pitcher’s pitch 

count.  Per 2017 LL Rule Book, page 97, rule 6.08. 

 

If a coach or playing is ejected: 

1. First Offense: removal from current game and park suspension from next game played. 

2. Second Offense: removal from current game and park suspension for next game 3 games. Meeting 

with Board and Team Parents 

3. Third and FINAL Offense: removal from current game and park suspension from the league for the 

remainder of the year. Meeting with Board and Parents and suspended from coaching. Board 

members will determine length of suspension. 
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