
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

STING SOCCER ORGANIZATION WILL FOREGO ITS SPOT IN THE 
DEVELOPMENTAL ACADEMY FOR 2017-18 & FOCUS ON ECNL PLATFORM 

Dallas, Texas – April 6, 2017 - Since 1973, Sting Soccer has consistently placed itself 
amongst the top female clubs in the United States. With 12 USYSA National 
Championships and 2 ECNL National Championships, this tradition of excellence and 
history of success remains the cornerstone on which Sting continues to evolve and 
grow. Sting has always defied the conventional approach from its inception, defying 
common beliefs about what females were capable of as athletes in its earliest days, to 
having integral involvement in the development of female soccer platforms in more 
recent years. The result of this trailblazing mentality is a program that has developed 
over 50 professional, national, and youth national team and pool players, as well as 
graduating classes that typically have over 85% of young women move on to further 
their playing careers at the collegiate level. Our focused goal of creating a strong, 
complete soccer player, coupled with the instillation of high moral value and character 
is paramount to Sting realizing success for each young female athlete to excel well 
beyond their soccer years.  

In consideration of our mission and goal, and after careful review, The Sting Soccer 
Organization has decided to forego its spot in the Developmental Academy for the 
2017-18 season. The decision comes after months of due diligence in understanding 
what our Sting membership truly desires in their developmental path. The journey of a 
female player is complex and unique – and our membership has expressed the need for 
flexibility to pursue multiple development paths. The Elite Clubs National League 
(ECNL) has proven itself to be the premier opportunity for female youth soccer players 
to be identified, evaluated, recruited, and ultimately offered scholarships to play soccer 
at the college level. The national event format combined with a high-level conference 
schedule, will continue to provide Sting players with multiple opportunities throughout 
the year to showcase their talents in front of college scouts while also growing and 
developing their game. 

 

 



Our decision was based on the following key factors: 

• Program Goals: For female soccer players, the goal for many of them is to pursue 
the game at the collegiate level as scholarship athletes. While a small percentage 
will also play at a national team level, or professionally, the reality is the greater 
majority will move on to contribute amongst the top college programs across the 
country. The ECNL platform is proven in providing players with viable 
opportunities at every single level - college, national teams, or professional ranks. 
 

• Flexibility: The ECNL provides decision-making power to Directors of Coaching 
and ECNL Coaches in terms of both game and practice schedules. Directors are 
able to work together on game schedules to ensure optimal timing for their 
ECNL players. ECNL Coaches can manipulate the training frequency from week 
to week or month to month in line with high school sport demands, testing 
periods, holidays, upcoming showcases, national events and other demands 
pertinent to the youth female soccer player. Given Sting’s structure and size, if 
players want to train more, they can under the current structure that we have. 
 

• Balance: Of utmost importance to our membership was a balance between 
academics and athletics and the opportunity to choose a developmental path that 
is uniquely their own. The ECNL provides players with a greater balance overall. 
Enabling players to compete at the highest level in their club soccer environment, 
but also providing flexibility in scheduling to allow players to focus on 
academics, social events, multiple sports, high school soccer, and other interests 
they may have. It is our focused goal to create strong young women that realize 
success both on and off the soccer field - and our membership desires a more 
balanced approach that encompasses all aspects of development.  
 

• Player Development: The dual age group structure of the Developmental 
Academy would require condensing player pools from what is currently six 
teams down to four teams. The reduced player pool size would require cycling 
elite players in and out of the development platform, going against the core 
value of the Sting Soccer Club, which is to provide all of our players with the best 
possible soccer environment throughout their club soccer journey. Furthermore, 
the ECNL substitution rules ensure players are eligible for meaningful minutes 
week in and week out. The ECNL also allows for players to cross roster and 
participate in other competition platforms from week to week, providing 
player’s a greater opportunity to play in games with ECNL teams or otherwise. 
Additionally, the ECNL does not mandate a playing system or style of play. 
Therefore, players are presented with diverse soccer problems from week to 



week and have the freedom to see the game in different ways, promoting greater 
tactical growth and preparation for higher levels of play, particularly at the 
collegiate level.  

• Cost & Travel: One of the primary concerns of Sting players and families 
centered on increased costs associated with participating in the Developmental 
Academy and the potential academic consequences of increased travel and 
missed school throughout the year. The ECNL conference schedule and National 
Event options provides regional, cost-effective travel solutions for Sting families. 

Sting Soccer has had a national impact on player development and collegiate soccer for 
over 40 years, producing hundreds of Division 1 collegiate players, professionals, 
national team and youth national members, along with countless National 
Championship teams. The Sting proprietary curriculum for player development has 
been designed by our national level staff and Director of Soccer, Kenneth Medina. 
Medina, one of the premier coaches in youth soccer history has crafted and evolved the 
Sting training program since joining the club in 2007. With an established 
administrative infrastructure providing the foundation on which the club operates, 
Medina will continue to lead Sting through these transitional years in youth soccer, and 
will remain a huge asset for Sting families, and for the players who wish to see their 
game evolve to the highest levels.  
 
In consideration of our current program structure and the market in which we compete, 
we feel it would be very difficult for our club, and really any club, to perform at the 
highest level in both the DA and ECNL. We are very appreciative of our acceptance into 
the Developmental Academy by the US Soccer Federation. It is our intention to continue 
to work closely with the US Soccer Federation in assisting our most elite players to get 
to the highest level and contribute on the national scene. This decision has come after 
extensive efforts to understand the type of program and development paths sought by 
our highest-level players. Sting is known for putting its best foot forward, and we want 
to commit our talent to a platform that is conducive to the needs and wants of the 
players that take the field. In consideration of all of these facts, we have determined that 
competing solely in the ECNL for the 2017-18 season aligns closely with the needs of 
our members and our mission to promote successful young women on and off the 
soccer field.  
 


