
As many of you know, we are hosting our inaugural Viper  

Charity Golf outing, Dinner and Auction on June 22 at Glen 

Flora Country Club in Waukegan, IL. Please click on the video 

link below for a short video describing our event. In addition,  

registration is officially open for this event. We expect the golf 

foursomes to fill quickly so please register as soon as you can if 

you plan on attending this exciting event. Summer is a great 

time for our community to reunite, have some fun and raise so 

money for Vipers and Gigi's Playhouse.  

 

We have filled some of the sponsorships but we still need 

more. We have multiple ways to sponsor from a family  

Sponsorship ($150 - child's picture at hole), Slapshot  

Sponsorship ($500 - company name at designated home), Hat 

trick sponsorship ($1,100 - foursome with company name at 

hole) and the Hat trick sponsorship ($2300 - foursome with 

company name at hole, score card/registration table and a  

dasher advertisement at Rec Plex for a year!)  

 

If you any questions regarding the golf outing or auction  

donations, please contact Laurie Gatto at 847 912 1445 or 

email at lgatto40@gmail.com.  
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2016-2017 NIHL Academic Awards 

Each year the Northern Illinois Hockey League honors those athletes who excel on the ice and in 

the classroom.  The Vipers organization would like to congratulate our Academic Excellence Award 

winners for this season.  

Rafael Beaudoin  ♦  T.J. Halvorsen 

Cameron Harvey  ♦  Camryn Kozak ♦  Dylan Kozak 

 Mia Kozak  ♦ Nicholas Seidman ♦ Jack Vickers 

Hockey 101: Know The Rules 

In an effort to ease tension in the stands, Vipers would like to 

help clarify some of the MOST misinterpreted hockey rules. Mr. 

Jack Raslawski (referee assigner) shared this rule  

clarification with us. 

 

Officials. (Rule 501d).  

What if a referee(s) doesn’t show up? A game can be officiated with one referee. All that is  

necessary is for both coaches to agree. Recommendation: Have both coaches sign off on the 

scoresheet that they agree to continue the game under these circumstances per Rule 501 and  

p. 155 of the casebook.  Coaches are also required to stand within the bench on the blue line  

and act as a linesmen for the game.   

http://www.events.org/vipershockey/cPage.aspx?e=105649
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1aPMHCBhVvQ&feature=youtu.be
http://www.events.org/vipershockey/cPage.aspx?e=105649
https://gigisplayhouse.org/


Coaches: Andy Narlock, Bryon Kozak                    Manager: Shelly McClaskey 

 

If you had a chance to watch our kids play the 2nd half of our season, it’s not hard to see what the recipe for 

success was for the 2016-17 Vipers Squirt Black team.   Take five cups of speed, a pound of competitiveness, a 

gallon of focus, sprinkle in a bit of camaraderie and you got the ingredients for the 2016-2017 NIHL Elite 

Championship team.  The team breezed through the seeding round (7-1) to a birth the Viper’s organization’s 

first NIHL Elite tiered team. 

 

If the first half of the season could be defined by one word it would be fun.  The tournaments were a blast. 

Kids were having a ton of sleepovers.  Parents, coaches, and kids were all coming together as a team during 

this time.  With all this time together, the kids were building the foundation for becoming a championship 

team.    

 

It’s been a great season for our kids, our parents, and our organization.  Although we are proud to have given 

the Vipers a championship trophy, we are even prouder to have watched these kids mature and develop a 

deeper love of hockey…  NIHL wolves cup champions!  

2016—2017 Season In Review 

Coaches: Kris Rigan, Mike Denman, Bryon Kozak and Jacob Novak                              

Manager: Tanya Novak 

 

Viper Squirt White players competed fiercely all season long from the 

first seeding game all the way to the NHIL playoffs. It was one of the  

most competitive seasons to date for these young players. 

 

The games were never lacking in excitement and all players from both 

sides had to show up and compete at the top of their game in order to 

achieve the win. You couldn't have designed a more  

perfect season to push players to the next level. Squirt 

White’s goalie was no different. With the assistance of 

the Viper goalie program through P.A.D.S., she was able 

to stay on target, improving her agility and  

aggressiveness. 

 

While their focus on team goals and player  

development were a huge part of their overall  

success, they weren’t the only factors that led to a mem-

orable season. The locker room was filled with laughter, 

jokes, quick wits, and pure joy that  

undoubtedly made memories to last a lifetime. 

 



Coaches: Rodger Sykes, Scott Broman, Adam “Ace” Emery                   Manager: Brent Jablonski 

 

Our team was characterized by 2 themes...1) Work Hard and 2) Have Fun! 

I am confident that we accomplished both with the players and parents on and off the ice. 

We were blessed to have a great group of families that were all focused on what was best for the team. 

 

Although many had doubts after our first couple games, the team came together quickly. We had success in  

St Louis, were Wishbone Tournament Runner Up and finished NIHL in 1st place. All the while playing tougher 

and tougher competition. I am very proud of this team. I hope they continue to realize what they can  

accomplish together as a team versus alone as individuals. Based on these 13 players, the future of Vipers 

looks exciting.  

2016—2017 Season In Review 

Coaches: Tim Kinsman, Bryan Lee, Rodger Sykes                              Manager: Jessica Maxwell 

 

This quote from a parent sums up the season for PeeWee Black. "Our family has been impressed with the 

team spirit from the boys to the siblings to the parents. It's been a season full of support & encouragement & 

because of the talented kids they brought out the best in each other from a skill standpoint. I love the Vipettes 

& the positivity of our families. Our coaches have patience & humor & share their love of the game with our 

boys & that's appreciated! The team pile up at the tournament said it all-they are a special team that went all 

the way in the inaugural season of the Vipers”…  NIHL wolves cup champions!  

 

 

 



Coaches: Matt Beck, Paul Kovanda, Bryon Kozak. Joe Rodgers, Phil Zangara           Manager: Amy Cohen 

 

PeeWee White had a great season. One highlight was playing outside at the TCS Winter Classic at Riverside 

Ice Arena. It snowed so hard that the Zamboni couldn’t keep up. Stickhandling was impossible and  

the puck was lost in snow piles several times.  

 

Unfortunately, we had a NIHL game that 

kept us from playing in the championship 

game. Despite the numb toes and snow,  

the kids loved it. 

2016—2017 Season In Review 

Coaches: Patrick Moran, Jeremy Franz, Craig Gatto                      Manager: Lorelee “Hockey Mom” Campbell 

 

The 2016-2017 Peewee Grey team completed its season on a high note! Although a bit of an up-and-down 

season, the boys all had fun and learned a lot about this game we all love.  

 

The highest note was a trip to Minnesota and a silver division Championship win in the Hudson Raider Classic! 

The boys were 3-0-1 on the weekend and scored 23 goals in four games! In comparison, the boys only scored 

21 goals in eight tiering round games.  

 

We finished the season and played spoiler with a 4-1 win that prevented our opponent from making the 

playoffs. All-in-all, a good season for Peewee Grey.  

 

 

 

 

 



Coaches: John Brama, Brandon Patterson, Ariel Pontikes, Michael Schumann     Manager: Kristen Schoenbrunn 

 

Vipers U12 Girls showed tremendous progress throughout this season.  The most memorable moment was 

going into Johnny’s Ice house to play the Chicago Jets on January 16th.  Our team was highly competitive,  

holding the second place Jet’s to a zero goal 

tie.  Heading to the tournaments this season 

lead to battling teams from other states.  

The Vipers played teams from Austin  

Minnesota, Baraboo Wisconsin, DC  

Diamonds in Madison Wisconsin and the 

Dallas Stars Elite from Texas.   

 

On New Year's Eve , we were able to field  

a U10 & U12 team to participate in a Girls 

3v3 cross Ice competition.  The U12 team  

battled hard through the event to go  

undefeated and take the championship win.  

 

There are so many memorable moments 

that make our parents and coaching staff 

proud to be a part of their achievements.  

 

It’s been an exciting season and we can’t wait to see what the girls will do next!  

2016—2017 Season In Review 

Coaches: John Berthiaume, Jim Echlin, Mike Kotlar, Mike Paupore   

Managers: Jennifer Maggio, Julie Rodgers 

 

Bantam Black played in four out of town tournaments including St. Louis, Madison, Green Bay, and Grand 

Rapids. They ended up in the Championship game in two of the tourneys and won the Wright Angles  

tournament. They also played an exhibition game in the celebration of hockey event with the U14 Glenview 

girls to raise money for the Hornets Sled Hockey program. Those were some great on ice highlights, but the 

best part of our season was welcoming our teammate, #88 Anthony Leston. Sending Facebook videos back 

and forth and having him on the bench was more rewarding than any single win. 

 

 

 

 



Coaches: Bill Johnson, Eric Bose, Justin Watterman                                 Manager: Eric Bose 

 

Bantam White played in three out of town  

tournaments including St Louis, Ann Arbor and 

Grand Rapids.  We won the championship game  

in Ann Arbor back in December.  In addition, we 

played for the first time in the AHAI IL State  

Championship tournament. We made it to the  

second round and it was a good experience for  

our team. 

 

The best part of our season was the comradery  

between the players on this team.  We had a great 

mix of players with 9 second year players and 7  

first year players.  Each player brought a different 

experience to the team as we played in the Silver 

Tier 1 division which was an improvement from  

last year.  

 

We wish everyone well with their hockey career and it was a pleasure to coach.  

2016—2017 Season In Review 

Coaches: Chad Dahlk, John Brama, Ariel Pontikes, James Bucholtz           Managers: Matt Markowski 

 

The U14 girls made great improvements in their second season.  They battled for 1st place in their league all 

season.  They went from last place in their league last year to third place in their league this season (missing 

2nd place by 1 point).   The U14s had an overall NIHL league record of 10-5-1, and an overall record of  

22-19-6, with one more tournament to play on March 17th in St. Louis.  The U14s won the WI Dells Ponytail 

Classic in December by coming back from down 0-3 to beat Eastern Iowa 4-3 in the championship game.  We 

concluded our season with the "Girls Try Hockey Free Day" on Feb. 25th, with 17 new girls coming out to try 

hockey.  All of the girls worked hard and improved over the course of the season.        

 

 

 

 

 

 



2016—2017 Season In Review 

Coaches: Paul Kovanda, Rodger Sykes, Phil Harvey                          Manager: Debbie Echlin 

 

The U16 team had a great season and finished in third place in NIHL U18 Elite Tier 2. We had to battle a  

revolving door of injuries on defense throughout the season. Despite the short bench, the team took Silver in 

the Chicago Thanksgiving Classic (allowing only 4 goals in 5 games - including 

3 shutouts) and Silver in the Big Bear Avalanche tournament (losing the  

championship game in an extended shootout). 

  

Most importantly, there was significant improvement in all facets of the game 

from the beginning of the season to the end. Looking forward to building on 

the successes of this season in the coming year. 

  

 

  

VB: “How old were you when you started playing hockey and where did it all begin?” 

Coach Moran: 14 years old in Minnesota (started skating at age 12) 

 

VB: “What Hockey positions do you play?” 

Coach Moran: I played D… was and is my favorite position. 

 

VB: “When did you start coaching and why?” 

Coach Moran: I started coaching baseball over 20 years ago because I 

wanted to share my love of the sport. I started coaching hockey when my 

youngest was a mite (8 years ago).  

 

VB: “How do you think your players would describe you in one word or 

phrase?” 

Coach Moran: Tough 

 

VB: “What is your favorite hockey movie?” 

Coach Moran: Slapshot 

 

VB: “ Any funny coaching moments?” 

Coach Moran: My daughter's second year of hockey...she had a hat trick in the first period. I told her she 

could no longer shoot on goal, but had to pass and set up other teammates. She had three or four breakaways 

and skated to the corner. The parents were screaming for her to shoot. They asked my older daughter why 

she wasn't shooting. She responded with "he probably told her not to...look at him, would you shoot on goal if 

he told you not to?" They all responded with a no!  

 

** If you have any story ideas or suggestions for the next edition of VIPER BYTES, please contact Laurie Gatto 

Coach’s Corner: Patrick Moran (U12 Pee Wee Grey) 

mailto:lgatto40@gmail.com

