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MDL rallies support for US rugby 
 

MDL has initiated a new partnership in the USA - with the sponsorship of Katy Barbarians Rugby Club. 
 

The West Houston-based club includes rugby teams starting from U-7, U-9, U-11, U-13, and U-15 up to U-
18 age groups with the most recent addition of an U-15 girls rugby team. Katy Barbarians is seen as a vital 
sports route for the younger kids and youth in the Katy and extended area. 
 

The club has continued to grow every year since its inception in 2003 and is now more than ever seeing 
an influx of kids with an American Football background – in fact, rugby is now the largest growing team 
sport in the Unites States. 
 

“One reason for the increased growth over the last couple of seasons is due to the number of international 
matches being played in North America with high-ranked teams making the trip to the US to promote the 
sport,” said Katy Barbarians President, Rick Marshall.   
 

“The Club does its best to support these venues with recent trips to Chicago to witness Ireland beat the 
mighty All Blacks and most recently, US Eagles play Brazil in Austin, Texas.” 
 

“Access to American Football at school level is limited to two or three school teams, but at Katy Barbarians 
we offer positions to all ages and ability levels. The club has built a highly skilled and motivated coaching 
staff that introduces new players to the sport and takes the challenge of continuous development. Once 
the principles of ‘safe’ tackling have been taught and understood, then playing time is our priority with 
constant improvement delivered by our coaches” Rick added. 
 

MDL Americas President Mark Williamson has been a Katy resident for more than 10 years - ever since his 
move to the USA from Scotland in 2006. 
 

“Having seen the massive job losses in Houston over the last 18 months I decided towards the end of 
2016 that it didn’t feel appropriate to give customary corporate gifts at Christmas,” he said. 
 

“That’s when I started looking for a better option, and reached out to Rick - who I had known since 2012 
- to discuss some ideas on how MDL could support the local community.” 
 

“We quickly saw what Mark had in mind, and came to an agreement as to how best manage the MDL 

sponsorship fund. The players look great in their new MDL training shirts, they wear them with pride three 
times a week and we thank Mark for his continued support,” said Nigel Saunders, Youth Rugby Director 
at Katy Barbarians. 
 

“As a management team, our priority is to keep the sport attractive to the families in the area, and to 
have this opportunity to upgrade the equipment and maintain superior coaching levels for the younger 
kids who make up Katy Barbarians Youth Squad is a great boost. MDL’s support will go a long way in 
achieving this.” 
 

Mark, whose son joined the Barbarians in early 2013, said the club also offers a great networking platform 
for other expats who had transferred to Houston as part of their oil and gas careers. 
 

“It’s a pleasure for MDL to assist in ensuring that rugby remains an enticing option for both US and expat 
kids in the area, and we look forward to seeing the sport gather momentum on this side of the Atlantic” 
he added. 


