
  

 

 

 
 

District 6 Tournament Finals   

 
CONGRATULATIONS to Ryan Folkening’s (07’s) Squirt B hockey team 

 on their District 6 championship. Nice job bringing home the gold!!! 
 

 

  Congratulations to the Ray Hyde Midget A hockey team & Nate Baum (06’s) on District 6 

Championship runner up. Very close games between their opponents even though they fell a little short 

they represented GRAHA very proudly.  
 

R.I.P. Dave Rue a former GRAHA Coach & Ref 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Dave Rue, a beloved and well-known local hockey referee, died Saturday morning 

following a battle with lung cancer, family confirmed to FOX 17. 

Rue, 54, had been a mentor for young hockey players and a high school referee for 10 years. But his lung cancer 

diagnosis in July 2016 forced him to stop working to focus on treatment. 

"Dave is awesome, he's larger than life," said Peter Piatek, a friend of Rue. "Everybody that I've talked to said he's 

the best referee that they've ever had the privilege to have to do their games. One guy from Kalamazoo had said 

that he was the most fair and loved it when Dave stepped on the ice." (Fox 17 News)  

http://fox17online.com/2017/02/11/beloved-local-hockey-

referee-dies-after-battle-with-cancer/  
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 Dave Rue Referee Scholarship program: 
Dave Rue’s referee scholarship program is offered through the Grand Rapids Griffins Youth 

Foundation. Rue’s foundation is centered on introducing new referees into the game that Dave 

loved so much. If anybody is interested please contact the G.R.G.Y.F.   

https://tribwxmi.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/dave-rue-scholarship-

post.jpg?quality=85&strip=all&strip=all 

 “The Mike Lavallee '03 Griffins had an opportunity to visit the Grand 

Rapids Home for Veterans on January 28.  Each player contributed items for the vets' store, 

where the veterans can shop freely for 

goods...anything from shampoo to socks!  But the 

highlight of the visit was the interaction between the 

vets and boys.  The conversations were priceless 

and humbling; an experience the boys won't soon 

forget.  Let none of us forget our vets”. (T. Smith) 

 

 

 U14 Girls Winners of the South Bend Irish Cup,   

 
 “Our girls battled hard during each of the 5 games. They had to come from behind multiple times, including the 

championship game where we were down 2-1 in the 3rd period.  

 

Our coaching staff is incredibly proud of the way the team rallied together and never gave up. They showed a lot 

of heart and determination, and were rewarded with the Irish Cup!”   (Coach Albers) 
 

 

https://tribwxmi.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/dave-rue-scholarship-post.jpg?quality=85&strip=all&strip=all
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 Travel Spring League: Check with your coaches on plans for spring hockey 

 

 End of the Year Banquet:  
          March 4

th
 6:30pm @ Thousand Oaks  

 4100 Thousand Oaks Drive, Grand Rapids, MI 49525   

 Tickets are offered in the GRAHA office for $25 dollars each.  

 Tier II Travel Tryouts: May 1-7
th

 More details to come in March. Check our 

website for schedule and information. www.graha.org  

 GRAHA Board Elections: If anybody is interested in running for the 2017 & 

2018 board positions please contact Jeff Elliott ejeffelliott@aol.com for application 

or more information. We need applicants that are self-motivated, dependable, and 

people who are doers. 

 House Spring SQ and PW Hockey Evaluation: March 22
nd

 at Patterson Ice 

Center, check website for current flyer.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Between the Glass with Paul Osborn, GRAHA’s President.  

 
Being the President of GRAHA, it’s a volunteer position, lots of work, lots of meetings, and always 

something to do, what makes you want to sign up for this job?  

 

“I signed up and do this job for the KIDS! Providing a fun safe environment is my number one GOAL.”  

 

What are your goals and vision for GRAHA in 2017-2018?  

  

“Growing the game of hockey! Getting more kids involved in hockey. My big focus right now is growing the 

girls game.” 

 

What’s your favorite  part about GRAHA Hockey? 

 

“Watching the kids and coaches have fun and improve! Not just in hockey but life lessons are important.  

 

Working with Jean Laxton. GRAHA is what it is today because of her!” 

  

You’re  also a coach as  well, share with us the challenges that you face coaching the youth today? 
 

“Parents not letting their kids have fun and enjoy the game. Coaches need to be able to coach and parents 

need to parent.” 

 

http://www.graha.org/
mailto:ejeffelliott@aol.com

