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I N T E R I M  P A S T O R 
P A U L  S V I N G E N

As we at Trinity do what we will to 
close out our ministry and mission 
efforts of calendar year 2015, we do so 
mindful of the financial stewardship 
efforts that have characterized our 
congregation’s overall ministry in and 
through the varied surfaces of emotional 
terrain that have marked this year with 
the “footprints” of significant and 
ongoing change.

As the liturgical Season of Advent 
defers to the Season of Christmas, 
we are all reminded of the 
generosity of God’s abiding 
love for us in giving us Jesus, 
the beloved Son, whose 
life, death, and resurrection 
gives substance to our hope 
of eternal salvation. As the 
anthem sings, “Salvation is 
Created” for us and before 
our very eyes in Jesus our 
Lord and Savior. And so 
in remembrance, and with 
gratitude, we celebrate 
Christmas once again. Thank you God 
for the promise fulfilled.

Not unlike a child laying lifelong claim 
to a desired Christmas gift and thus 
holding onto “mine” instead of sharing 
with a sibling, we in the church face 
a similar challenge when invited to 
share our goods with others. My long-
time clergy colleague David Odom, 
Executive Director for Leadership 
Education at Duke Divinity School, 
writes: The instinct to grasp and hold 
is very strong and yet ultimately self-
defeating. 

In a recent article bearing the title I have 
borrowed for this Trinity Today article, 
David writes: “We face these concerns 
head-on two times a year, when 
building a budget and when raising 
money. No matter the specific time of 
year, the season for building a budget 
frequently involves fighting for your 
fair share. December is the season for 
raising money for all of us in the United 
States. My congregation often receives 
three times its normal monthly offering 

Cultivating a Mindset of Generosity
this month, and many organizations 
receive 40 percent of the annual budget 
during December. Everyone is urging 
donors to give at the same time.” Many 
here in Minnesota recently responded 
to the Give to the Max effort and many 
charities and nonprofits were grateful 
recipients of significant gifts given in 
love.

So here’s the question that begs for our 
response: Is it possible to cultivate a 
mindset within a congregation, and yes, 

here within our Trinity congregation, 
that would reframe the stresses of the 
budgeting and fundraising season? 
Could an enlarged “sharing” mindset 
open up more creativity and decrease 
the feeling of fighting, or competing, 
for scarce resources (if indeed we 
believe they are scarce)? 

I am delighted to report that the 
crafting of this everyday mindset of 
giving is the 2016 goal of our leaders, 
a goal undergirded by the energy, 
vision and faith commitment of our 
Stewardship Team.

David Odom calls this mindset 
“generosity”. I would call it that too, 
and I suspect you would agree. He 
reports that Christian Smith and Hilary 
Davidson led a team of sociologists 
at Notre Dame in examining what it 
means to be generous in America. They 
looked at the impact on quality of life 
of being generous and ungenerous. The 
result can be found in The Paradox 
of Generosity: Giving We Receive, 
Grasping We Lose.

The researchers identified the following 
five practices of generous people: 

• Voluntary financial giving

• Volunteering time

• Relational generosity (being 
generous with one’s attention and 
emotions)

• Neighborly generosity (acts of 
kindness towards those who live 
and work around you)

• Personal importance of generosity

Smith and Davidson spend 
much of the book cataloguing 
the profound benefit that 
generosity has on personal 
well-being as measured by 
happiness, bodily health, 
purpose in living, avoidance 
of depression and interest 
in personal growth. Their 
findings argue that generosity 
is not a means to these ends, 
but is itself a mindset to be 

desired for its own good and that living 
out these five practices will shape the 
generosity mindset. 

After pointing out the self-serving 
behaviors of the scribes, Jesus (Luke 
21:1-4) tells of the poor widow whose 
mindset of generosity was to give to the 
temple treasury all (two copper coins) 
that she had. She certainly challenges 
all of us to not hold on as if the money, 
the property, or any of our “stuff” is 
eternally “mine”. It’s all gift to us, for us 
to manage, for the benefit of others.

I am grateful that over the years, and 
yet today, so many of Christ’s faithful 
at Trinity have demonstrated a “mindset 
of generosity”. Thank you for that 
mark of your faith. My hope and prayer 
for us all in the days of this “Season 
of Renewal” at Trinity is that we may 
continue to grow on our understanding 
and practices of generosity. Surely 
the God who came to be with us at 
Christmas would somehow get through 
to us, one and all, with the words, “Well 
done, Good and Faithful Servant.”  

So here’s the question that begs for our 
response: Is it possible to cultivate a 
mindset within a congregation, and  yes, 
here within our Trinity congregation, 
that would reframe the stresses of the 
budgeting and fundraising season? 
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I N T E R I M  P A S T O R A L 
A S S O C I A T E  

S T E F A N I E  F A U T H

Greetings, dear friends of Trinity!

It has been a hectic, yet wonderful 
few months of getting to know the 
congregation and slowly meeting as 
many of you wonderful people as I have 
been able — and I’m excited to continue 
to get to know everyone better!

Now that things are a little more settled, 
we are looking at a spring filled with 
Sunday morning learning opportunities 
— they are all great topics that we are 
excited for — and hope you will be 
excited, too!

In January, we will have a three-week 
session on Welcoming the LGBT 
Community. Trinity prides itself 
on being a welcoming church, and 
we are hoping to offer opportunities 
to learn more about supporting our 
LGBT members and welcoming LGBT 
visitors into our community, while also 
acknowledging that Christianity has 
not always felt very welcoming to our 
LGBT siblings in Christ. 
The three sessions will include 
“Christian/Lutheran Theology and 
the LGBT Community,” “Our Story 
and the LGBT Community,” and the 
last session will welcome guest speaker 
Austen Hartke, creator of the up-and-
coming video blog, “Transgender and 
Christian.”  Sessions will be January 17, 
24 and 31, at both 9 & 10:30 a.m. All 
are welcome for this caring conversation 
around the Church and welcoming the 
LGBT community.

During Lent, we will have a 
Lutheranism Course on Sunday 
mornings to discuss Martin Luther, 
Lutheran Theology and your personal 
theology, traditions; differences between 
the ELCA and other denominations; 
Communion & Baptism; and what 
it means to be a Traditional and 
Progressive Lutheran church.  There 
will be something for everyone in these 
sessions, so all are welcome!  Come to 
one, come to all! Sessions will start just 
before Lent on Feb. 7 and run through 
March 13 at both 9 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. on Sundays.  Classes will be lead 

by each of the pastors. It will be a great 
experience!

During Lent, Pastor Paul will be 
offering a study session on A New 
Kind of Christianity, a book by 
Brian McLaren.  The book is “A 
New Kind of Christianity is a stellar 
accomplishment, a combination of 
hard tack fact and unfettered hope, 
an overview in delightful narrative of 
the long way of our coming to this 
time and of the multiform ways of our 
arriving. In every way, a dispatch from 
the front,” according to a review by 
Phyllis Tickle.  This book study will be 
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. from  
Feb. 13 through March 15.  The course 
is free, but there is a $15 charge for the 
book.

In April, Sunday mornings are still up 
for grabs, but I will beleading a there 
will be a Tuesday evening book study 
on Nadia Bolz-Weber’s Accidental 
Saints.  The book has been described by 
Sara Miles as “even tougher, sharper and 
sweeter than Pastrix: in painfully honest 
stories, she pulls back the curtains of 
religious life to show how church—the 
actual, living body of God—is created 
among us.  This is a book for everyone 
who yearns to be made new.”  We will 
meet Tuesday evenings at 7:30.  Again, 
the course is free but the bok costs $17. 

In May, we will be offering a Current 
Topics on Faith Sessions on Sunday 
mornings.  These discussions will 
revolve around faithful responses to 
current issues in our world and what 
our own theology says amidst the 
issues.  Possible topics include:  Global 
Warming, Terrorism, Poverty, 
Racism.  Sessions will be at 9 and 10:30 
a.m. May 8, 15, 22 and 29.

I will continue my journey through 
Weird Stories of the Bible beginning 
January 10 at 10:30 a.m., and the first 
Sunday of every month after that at 
10:30.  All are welcome!

We also will continue to have Yoga 
on Tuesday evenings through June, 
and hope to bring a few healthcare 

topics later in the spring  — keep 
checking the website and Trinity’s 
various publications (Trinity Today, the 
eNewsletter, Facebook) for details!

As you can see, there’s a lot of exciting 
learning that will be happening!  

Lastly, a request:  I am hoping to build 
a Lifelong Learning team of about 8-10 
people: we need a group of Lay Leaders 
to help discern topics and find resources 
for vibrant faith learning here at 
Trinity!  If you’re interested in jorining 
me, contact me at sfauth@trinitylc.org 
or by phone at 651-439-7400 ext. 113.  

Winter/Spring Classes

Weird Stories of the Bible
First Sunday of each month beginning  
Jan. 10
9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Welcoming the LGBT Community
Jan. 17, 24, 31
9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Lutheranism Course
Sundays, Feb. 7-March 13
9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

A New Kind of Christianity
Tuesdays, Feb. 13-March 15
6:30 p.m.

Accidental Saints
Tuesdays in April
6:30 p.m.

Current Topics on Faith
May 8, 15, 22, and 29
9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
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TRINITY CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Whether or not you were one of the 
one hundred or so people who attended 
our 145th Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
November 15, we want to bring you 
up to date about the meeting, including 
upcoming decisions related to the 
budget resolution that was adopted (see 
below), and the potential impact on 
Trinity staffing and ministry.

Thank you to all those who attended; 
the robust discussion and good spirit 
through the entire meeting were much 
appreciated.  We are pleased to welcome 
to the congregational council the new 
members elected at the meeting, Mel 
Sullivan and Mary Claire Potter.  They 
bring commitment and passion for 
Trinity ministries, as well as diverse and 
valuable experience.

The congregation also made important 
decisions about how our budget will 
be shaped for Fiscal Year 2016.  The 
budget adopted for 2016 is based on 
projected contributions (pledges and 
other income) of $1.6 million.  This 
is the amount needed to maintain 
our current level of ministry. To date, 
we have received pledges from 396 
households totaling $1,043,710. We 
are grateful for the strong response so 
far, and we know there are additional 
households who are still considering 
their 2016 pledges.  

In order to meet the $1.6 million total, 
we will need $1,450,000 in pledges 
and special gifts to avoid further 
budget cuts.  Under the adopted 
budget resolution, if there is not a 
realistic likelihood that we will reach 
that amount of income, the council 
is required to take action by the 
end of this year to reduce projected 
2016 budget expenditures. Our goal 
continues to be having a balanced 
budget for Fiscal Year 2016, and if 
possible, to do so without relying on 
special end of the year appeals.

 As we discussed at the annual meeting, 
if expense reductions are required, 
most of those reductions will need 
to come from Trinity’s personnel 
costs.  Personnel costs are the largest 
share of the budget and most other 
expenses are fixed (such as mortgage 
expense).  The council will decide in 
mid-December whether pledges and 
other contributions are sufficient to 
avoid reducing our projected 2016 
expenditures.  If not, reductions will 

be made as carefully as possible to 
minimize the impact on Trinity’s 
ongoing ministry.  However, we know 
it is not possible to make the cuts 
without some impact on the way we do 
ministry.  

The council will determine in 
December whether budget cuts are 
necessary, and if so, where they will 
be made.  If you wish to share your 
thoughts on what you believe should 
be Trinity’s ministry priorities and, if 
cuts are necessary, where cuts should be 
avoided or where you believe they can 
be made with less impact, please direct 
your comments to council@trinitylc.
org before December 21.  Final budget 
decisions will be communicated to the 
congregation in early January.

If you have already made a pledge for 
2016, thank you.  If you have not yet 
done so, we encourage  you to submit 
your pledge information by December 
20.  (Please note that those who make 
their contributions through automatic 
electronic payments are also asked to 
submit pledge cards for 2016.)  

Thank you for all the ways you support 
Trinity Lutheran Church and its 
ministries!  There are wonderful plans 
underway for worship and ministry as 
we approach Christmas.  We wish you 
peace and joy in this blessed Christmas 
season and a Happy New Year.

2016 BUDGET RESOLUTION ADOPTED 11/15/15
The proposed budget for FY 2016 is adopted subject to the following:

By the end of December 2015, the council shall review projected 
revenue for FY2016 and shall adjust the budget as follows:

• If realistic projected revenues are lower than the adopted 
budget, the Council shall reduce projected FY2016 expenditures to 
not exceed projected revenues and shall notify the congregation of 
the action taken.

• If realistic projected revenues exceed the adopted budget by 
more than $50,000, the Council shall propose a revised budget at a 
duly called congregational meeting.

• If realistic projected revenues exceed the adopted budget 
by less than $50,000, the Council may make budget revisions 
without further action by the congregation and shall notify the 
congregation of the action taken.
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Starting this month, we will be 
publishing financial information in the 
monthly Trinity Today.  We want to be 
sure the congregation is aware of the 
latest financial information as the fiscal 
year progresses.  The update will show 
revenues, expenses and long term debt 
status as a snapshot, at a very summary 

T R E A S U R E R ’ S  
R E P O R T

By Tom Olsen, Treasurer

level.  More detailed information is 
always available on the Trinity website, 
where we post the full financial 
summary each month, once reviewed 
with Council. Please let me know if 
you have questions or if you think we 
should select other metrics to show on a 
monthly/quarterly basis.

In early 2015, the Church Council 
formed the Trinity Facilities 
Maintenance Team to recommend a 
plan for addressing the maintenance and 
improvement needs of Trinity’s existing 
facilities. Members of the team are Dave 
Swager, Brian Larson, Tom Hosek, Bob 
Eiselt, and Mark Gieseke.

The Team inventoried all of the 
facilities that would likely require 
construction, capital maintenance, 
or replacement in the following 10 
years. Not all of the projects identified 
needed immediate attention, and some 
projects were more important than 
others. In order to prioritize the list, 
a simple risk assessment process was 
used. Each project received a score 
that reflected probability of how soon 
maintenance would be needed and how 
severely it would impact the integrity 
or functionality of the facility if not 
addressed.

The first projects to be completed made 
use of the re-designated funds from the 
Opening Doors Appeal. These projects 
were completed in 2015.

• Replaced all flat roof surfaces 
of building and 24 skylights 
including: Narthex, Commons/
Office, Worship Center, Gym, 
Choir room areas with a new 
rubber membrane roof warranted 
for 20-years and improved roof 
drainage to prevent ice buildup.

• Replaced the 30-year old air 
conditioning unit serving the 
offices

• City repaired 4th street entrance 
sidewalk

• City installed additional 4th street 
entrance lighting

• Completed the 3rd Street 
landscaping and steeple lighting

The projects listed below are the 
next highest priority projected under 
consideration for 2016. The Facilities 
Team will monitor the condition of 
the Trinity’s facilities and recommend 
projects as funds become available. 

• Repair the holes in the main 
parking lot.  
Estimated cost = $5000

F A C I L I T I E S  R E P O R T

• Replace furnace that serves 
the Living Room, Library, and 
classrooms.   
Estimated cost = $7500

• Replace the damaged tile at 4th 
Street entrance with a floor mat 
system (similar to the one at the 
3rd street door).  
Estimated cost = $10,000 to 
$15,000

• Upgrade the out of date Shelby 
— church membership database 
software. 
Estimated cost = $3000 to $5000

• Replace carpeting on ramp, stairs, 
and 4th street entrance.

 Estimated cost = $5000 to 
$10,000

• Remove and replace the screen 
and plywood panels on the Drive-
in screen. 

Estimated cost = $45,000 to 
$55,000

The Facilities Maintenance Plan will 
be reviewed and updated every year 
in preparation for the annual budget 
process.
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I joined Trinity’s Stewardship 
Committee because, like other members 
of Trinity, I try to live every day of my 
life as God’s faithful steward.  But to 
be candid, this is hard to do — not to 
understand the concept, but hard to 
do.  Fortunately for me, Committee 
members have offered guidance, 
encouragement, and good role models 
that have helped me better integrate my 
faith and life from Monday to Sunday—
as God’s faithful steward.  

1 John 3:17 captures succinctly my 
struggle to be God’s faithful steward.  
“How does God’s love abide in anyone 
who has the world’s goods and sees a 
brother or sister in need and yet refuses 
help?”  Does that verse resonate with 
any of you?  

Scripture teaches us that Christian 
stewardship is a way of life, an ongoing 
response to Jesus’ call to “Come follow 
me.” Through the church, I’ve learned 
that the word “stewardship” comes 
from the Greek word oikenomous, 
which means somebody who manages 
a household. A person doesn’t own 
the household, but manages it. And 
stewards in the ancient world were 

trusted with everything from seeing 
that the floors were clean, to the 
finances, to the public face of that 
household. Applying this idea to myself 
as a Christian steward, I understand 
that I am not the owner of anything I 
have—my gifts, talents, money, time—
but rather, I have been trusted with 
these resources and their care by the 
God of all creation and for the sake of 
God’s purposes in the world. 

My parents taught me a lot about the 
practice of stewardship: that gratitude 
for God’s gifts is expressed in prayer, 
worship, using my talents and time 
in ways that show God’s love to my 
neighbor; supporting the church 
through offerings and financial tithes; 
and more — and all with a grateful, 
generous, and joyful heart.

So that sounds pretty straightforward, 
doesn’t it?  So why is it sometimes hard 
for me (and maybe you) to practice 
Christian stewardship day by day? 
I’ve thought about this often and have 
identified the following as some of the 
challenges I confront to being God’s 
good and faithful steward:

First, I live in a world that focuses a 
lot of its time and effort on making 
money and acquiring things.  Sure, 
we all need food and shelter and the 
basics, but sometimes I get too focused 
on the things of my life and adding to 
them—much of which I don’t really 
need.  Someone told me a story recently 
that one Christmas her sister gave 
gifts to other family members, which 
were items the sister had found in their 
bedrooms, wrapped and put under the 
tree!  As the gifts were opened, no one 
even realized these were things they 
already had.  I too find myself getting 
too wrapped up with acquiring “stuff” 
for myself rather than sharing with 
others, which gets in the way of my 
stewardship practice.  But with Jesus’ 
help, I’m working on it.  

Then there’s fear:  the fear that I won’t 
have enough.  For example, if I share 
too much, give too much too others, 
will I have enough to take care of 
myself and my family obligations?  Will 
I have enough to retire comfortably, and 
so on?  How often does Jesus need to 
remind me, “do not be afraid” for me 
to actually absorb this reality and live 

Stewardship: It can be hard to do
By Claudia Swenseid, Stewardship Committee

As promised, the Transition Team 
wants to keep you informed of 
our work and the progress of our 
study groups as we transition as 

a congregation into the next 
chapter of life together as 
God’s family.  The team has 

been meeting weekly since 
late October, meeting as a large 
group and also in our smaller 
focus groups. On November 14th, 
we also held a half-day retreat in 
which we took time to explore and 
understand the gifts of each team 
member, using the Clifton Strength 
Finders Inventory, so that we are 
able to utilize those gifts in the best 
way possible for this journey. 

The team has been taking time to 
study resources reflecting on the 
Christian faith and the church in 
the 21st century, reviewing the 

“A congregation is a group o f  peop le 
who believe that something more can be 
accomplished by joining with others. They 
come together with a purpose.  To create 
more life, the people create a community of 
purpose through their mission and vision.”

—Peter L. Steinke
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my life accordingly?  Remember when 
Jesus kept asking Peter, “Do you love 
me?” and Peter kept answering, “You 
know that I do Lord,” to which Jesus 
responded, “Feed my sheep.”  Fear of 
not having enough when of course I 
do gets in the way of my stewardship 
practice. But with Jesus’s help, I’m 
working on it.  

Finally, there’s ego—my ego.  After all 
it is “my” talent, and “my” time and 
“my” money that “I” earned.  It’s an 
ego-centered world we live in and I 
get caught up in it, thinking that I’m 
a better decision-maker than God and 
God’s church.  So I should decide how 
to use what is “mine”—talent, time, 
money.  Ego gets in the way of my 
stewardship practice. But with Jesus’s 
help I’m working on it.  

Does any of this resonate with you?   
Do you confront similar challenges?  

Fortunately Jesus loves me despite my 
grasping, my fear, and my ego.  And 
when I’m able to accept Jesus’ love, the 
real bonds of consumption, fear and ego 
of this world seem to break, enabling 
me to live a life of stewardship, which 
is another way to say a life of joy and 

spiritual well-being.  

Maybe as a faith community we should 
set more time aside, outside of the 
important and necessary action of an 
annual pledge drive and establishing an 
annual budget for Trinity, to talk about 
stewardship?  (P.S.  If you haven’t 
already, please remember to make your 
annual financial commitment through 
a pledge to Trinity.) How do we really 
think about stewardship and how we 
live our lives as Christian stewards?  
How do we think about money and 
our other gifts of time and talent?  Are 
we living our lives as generously as we 
feel called to do?  If we aren’t, what’s 
stopping us?  These seem to me to be 
important questions to talk about as a 
community of God’s faithful stewards 
with a mission to love, transform and 
serve.  

There’s a beautiful image in Acts 2: 44-
46 of the early Christian community:  
“All who believed were together and 
had all things in common, they would 
sell their possessions and goods and 
distribute the proceeds to all, as any 
had need day by day, as they spent 
much time together in the temple.  

They broke bread and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts.”  Are 
these images still relevant to the 
Christian community today?  To 
Trinity?  To stewardship? 

Despite my struggles, I am convinced 
that faithful stewardship to God is a 
path to holiness. It makes me more 
like Jesus, who came not to be served, 
but to serve. I am more deeply aware 
that all I have and all I am comes freely 
from God. When I offer my life as a 
faithful steward to God, God frees me 
from the smallness and meanness of 
fear and ego and need for “stuff” that 
will never be enough.  

Lord of giving, you never cease to pro-
vide.  From the Garden of Eden, to the 
Israelites in the desert, to the birth of 
Jesus, to this very day, you continue to 
give great and small gifts to your cre-
ation.  Grant within me an ever-grow-
ing sense of gratitude, dear God, and 
help me to appreciate that every good 
thing in my life has its origin in you.  
Guide my life as your faithful and gen-
erous steward.  I ask this through your 
son, our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

“re-formation” being experienced 
in congregations across North 
America, including topics such 
as hospitality, technology, and 
understanding the role of the Pastor. 
We have also taken time to review 
Trinity’s Constitution and Bylaws 
and have begun to review the roles 
of key leadership positions, both 
staff and volunteer, working for our 
church community.  

Beginning in January we will 
be reaching out to you, the 
congregation, to join us in our 
discussion. Your input is vital to 
discern the mission and vision for 
Trinity Lutheran Church’s values, 
focus and hopes for the future. 
Please take a look at our upcoming 
events!

—Jill Longnecker 
Transition Team Facilitator

Family Fun Night
January 29, 5-8 p.m.
Join us for a pasta buffet and sundae bar for families, with activities for the kids. Parents 
and caregivers will have the opportunity to have a Listening Session with a Transition Team 
member while their child(ren) is engaged in food and fun! 

Heart2Heart Listening Sessions 
These sessions will provide time for an individual to sit with a Transition Team member and 
share their joys, concerns, hopes and stories about Trinity and its future. Listening sessions 
will be held on Sundays and Wednesdays in reserved spaces at Trinity. All interested people 
are invited to individually meet with a Transition Team member who will listen to what is 
shared. 

Watch for details and a sign-up form for these events!
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Care Coordinator
 Zanny Johnson

That little verse above has been the thread for me in my life, 
starting with my confirmation day some Sunday in October of 
my eighth grade year…which would be many moons ago.  To 
the dismay of our group of confirmands, we were required to 
choose a verse and memorize it.  SO SCARY.  And I don’t 
mean to start some kind of campaign or kerfluffle around how 
we should or shouldn’t teach the Gospel to kids these days—
that is not the point of this message—but I will admit to the 
impact having this particular piece of scripture etched 
in my brain.

The Lord IS my light…I love love love this 
metaphor.  

Light helps us see.  It shows us the way 
to go.  It dispels the dark and makes 
the monsters and the boogypersons 
disappear.  Light also warms us, heals 
us, and makes things grow…from 
every plant in the kingdom to 
all the preemie babies under 
lamps in the NICU.  Light 
is essential for all beings 
to thrive.  I believe 
this is true for our 
relationship to 

God, too—that it is essential.  To know and love 
the creator of all that is, to believe in the promises 
repeated over and over in scripture, to know the 
peace that passes understanding and participate in 
the mystery and power of the God that loves us 
more than we can even imagine…THIS is it, folks.  
This is the answer—to love God, love others.  To 
be bathed in the light of our heavenly father, to 
back in the glow, soak it all in and shine it back 
out…creating so much light that the darkness is 
overcome.

May the Lord bless you and keep you, 
May the Lord shine his face upon you 

and be gracious unto you.  May the 
Lord look upon you with favor and 
grant you peace.

In the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Ghost.

Shine on.
Amen. 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I 
fear?  The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom 

shall I be afraid?
—Psalm27:1                                                          

Mmmm... 
Make a Meal Ministry
When something big happens in your life (a new baby, illness, 
death, etc.), it’s often difficult to find the time to make a meal.  
That’s where Trinity’s new “Make a Meal” ministry comes into 
play.

Making a meal might seem like a small gesture, but it can have 
a big impact on a family.

If you would like to provide and deliver a meal to someone in 
the midst of a big life change, please contact Zanny Johnson at 
zjohnson@trinitylc.org or Lucinda White at  
lucindazehr@yahoo.com.  If you have questions about this new 
ministry, you may also contact Linda Flood at  
lflood@trinitylc.org.

Thank you!

I am the l light of the world; whoever 
follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of 
life.    —John 8:12
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Contact the 
Care Team

Church Office
651-439-7400

Pastor Deb Ost
Ext 107
dost@trinitylc.org

Zanny Johnson
Ext. 130
zjohnson@trinityls.org

Sue Peterson
Call the Church Office
651-439-7400
speterson@trinitylc.org

C A R E  P A S T O R 
D E B R A  O S T

Trinity’s Care Ministry focuses on 
caring and supporting others during 
times of difficulty and challenge, as 
well as, joining in celebration in times 
of joy.  It is a marvelous connection 
of those in need with others who have 
the right gifts and strengths to meet 
the needs at hand. Here are just a few 
examples:

Our Funeral Hospitality Committee 
matches the needs of bereaved families 
with a crew of willing hands able 
to assist with funeral 
luncheons. During the 
past year, thirteen families 
were able to share food 
and fellowship at Trinity 
following their loved ones’ 
funerals, and more than 
three hundred volunteers 
contributed to this 
ministry.

Meal Making Ministry is something 
new at Trinity.  Several individuals 
stepped forward with an idea, the 
energy, and an awareness of the need. 
They recognized that when we have a 
personal or family illness, a new baby 
in the house, or when life bring us 
down, preparing a healthy meal can 
be nearly impossible. The response of 
folks wanting to prepare and deliver 
meals for this ministry has been quite 
remarkable. 

Trinity’s Knitting Ministry is a team of 
knitters (crocheters are also welcome) 
who lovingly and prayerfully create 
prayer shawls for others who need 
to be wrapped in a little extra love 
and warmth.  One year ago, Trinity 
also began presenting lovely white 
baptismal shawls to our children at 
the time of their baptisms. Our faith 
community now provides a tangible 
expression of our commitment to love 

Arise, shine, for your light has 
come, and the glory of the Lord 
shines upon you.

and support the newly baptized and 
their families.  

Immediately following each baptism, 
we also light a candle and offer words 
of encouragement, “Let your light shine 
before others so they may see your 
good works and give glory to God.” 
(Matt 5:16)  As a community of faith, we 
hope and pray that each child of Christ, 
young and old, (that includes you and 
me) will live in a way that reflects the 
radiance of God’s love to the world. 

Let’s dial back to 700 BC (currently 
referred to as BCE, Before the Common 
Era). The prophet Isaiah implores (more 
than a simple invitation), “Arise, shine, 
for your light has come, and the glory 
of the Lord shines upon you.” (Isaiah 
60:1)  Isaiah was speaking to the people 
of Israel more than 600 years before 
the birth of Christ, but the prophetic 
message is still valid today. We are called 
as God’s people, forgiven and freed from 
whatever enslaves us, to be light and 
love and life to others. This is not for 
building ourselves up, but to thank and 
praise the God who gives life to, loves 
and abides with us each and every day.  

Each of us finds our particular ways 
to radiate the light of Christ when we 
first affirm our own passions, gifts and 
strengths, and then look to the needs 
of the world.  Isaiah instructs, “Lift up 
your eyes and look around.” (Isaiah 
60:4)  Finding the needs around us is 

perhaps the easiest part of the equation. 
The bigger challenge is resolving to 
share our light with those who are 
suffering under a shroud of darkness. 

The wonderful surprise is that when 
we reflect light, or pass a flame to 
another, we still have all the light we 
need — with plenty left to share yet 
again.  Sounds a lot like love...  Oscar 
Hammerstein (of the acclaimed musical 
duo, Rogers and Hammerstein) 
describes it with this, “A song is not a 

song till you sing it. Love in 
your heart isn’t put there to 
stay. Love isn’t love till you 
give it away.” 

May you be blessed, in the 
Year of our Lord 2016, with 
many opportunities to give 
away the light and love of 
Christ. 

We are called as God’s people, 
forgiven and freed from whatever 
enslaves us, to be light and love 

and life to others. 
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Parish Nurse
By Sue Peterson

“Arise and Shine” my mother would 
melodically call each winter school 
morning from downstairs to awaken 
her children sleeping in the bedrooms 
above.  The weather report would 
follow ...”and it’s mighty cold, so dress 
accordingly!”.  We knew that meant to 
don multiple layers, and to cover our 
head, face, hands, and feet so no part 
would become frozen and potentially 
“fall off” as we walked to school. No 
one used the term hypothermia when 
I was younger but we now know 
this condition can become a first-aid 
emergency in the cold weather. 
Hypothermia is an internal body 
temperature that drops to less than 
95 degrees F.  Under most conditions, 
your body maintains a healthy 
temperature.   However, when exposed 
to cold temperatures or a cool, damp 
environment for prolonged periods, 
your body’s control mechanism may 
fail.  When more heat is lost than your 
body can generate, hypothermia can 
result.

Wet or damp clothing can increase your 
chances of hypothermia, as can falling 

Arise & Shine…and Stay Warm!

in cold water.  As my mother knew, 
an uncovered head and inadequate 
clothing can also lead to hypothermia.

Signs and symptoms include:

• Shivering

• Slurred speech

• Abnormally slow breathing

• Cold, pale skin

• Loss of coordination, fatigue, 
lethargy or apathy

• Look for the “umbles”—
stumbles, mumbles, fumbles 
and grumbles — these are signs 
that the cold is affecting how 
a person’s muscles and nerves 
work

Symptoms usually develop slowly.  
Someone with hypothermia typically 
experiences gradual loss of mental 
acuity and physical ability and may 
be unaware of the need for emergency 
medical treatment.  Older adults, 
infants and young children and people 
who are very lean are at particular risk 
for hypothermia.

To care for someone with hypothermia:

• Move the person out of the cold

• Remove wet clothing

• Dial 911 or call emergency 
medical assistance

• Don’t apply direct heat.  Don’t 
use hot water, a heating pad or 
a heat lamp to warm the victim.  
Instead, apply warm compresses 
to the neck, chest wall or groin.

• Don’t give the person alcohol.  
Offer warm non-alcoholic drinks 
unless he/she is vomiting. 

• Don’t massage or rub the person.  

Handle people with hypothermia gently 
because they are at risk of cardiac arrest. 

As you “Arise and Shine” these frigid 
mornings and venture outdoors, 
remember that “your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has risen 
upon you” (Isaiah 60:1) and don’t 
forget to dress warm. 
 
May all be warm and well with you!

Celebrating Seniors Christmas Program
The Celebrating Seniors Christmas Program 
drew nearly 90 people for a Christmas carol 
sign-along with Robin Cain, Phil Kadidlo, 
and Zanny Johnson (Pastor Stefanie also 
chimed in!). The Dec. 2 event was part of the 
Celebrating Seniors ministry, which features 
Worship, lunch and a special program several 
times during the year.
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M I S S I O N S

Director of Missions
Tom Thiets

At Trinity we strive to help you connect 
with God’s plan for your life. Our con-
gregational mission statement is: Love, 
Transform, & Serve! In this, it is our 
desire to unleash the creative power of 
faith by loving everyone, transforming 
lives through Jesus Christ, and serving 
the world. 

It is our prayer that as you encounter 
God’s love you will be transformed, 
and in that transformation you will re-
spond to Jesus commands to serve your 
neighbor.This mission statement can be 
focused down directly to the mission 
ministry to guide us in our approach 
and call to serve the world. 

Through your mission experience, oth-
ers shall also encounter God’s love, and 
they will be transformed and will re-
spond to Jesus’ command to serve their 
neighbors.

But first there’s the question of, “Why 
do we serve?”

We serve because we are commanded 
to do so by our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. The gospel message clearly 
presents Jesus’ command for us to love 
and care for our neighbors. Throughout 
his ministry, Jesus provided examples 
of tangible hands-on service to those in 
need. In Matthew 25, we’re commanded 
to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
care for the sick, comfort the lonely, and 
visit the imprisoned. 

God 
Has a Plan

In alignment with this command, 
Trinity is a congregation that’s 
committed to missions and helping 
people in need, wherever they are. Our 
missions help people with basic human 
needs such as food, clothing, shelter 
and spiritual support. Our mission 
teams work in partnership with people 
in need, empowering and respecting 
our partners.

Jesus calls us to be present in a fallen 
world, to be active in the lives of those 
in need. We cannot stand idle while our 
neighbors suffer. We are called to be 
passionate doers, not passionate talkers. 

Our world today is in deep need of 
love in action as described in 1 John 
3:18 — Dear children, let us not love 
with words or speech, but with actions 
and in truth.

A more contemporary version might 
be Don’t say love. Show it!

As we venture forward into this new 
year, we find a world that’s in great 
need of the transforming love of Jesus 
Christ — a love that comes through 
your service. Even though it may seem 
a little scary at times, and there’s unrest 
in many places, we must pause and re-
member God’s word: “Plans for your 
welfare, not for disaster, to give you a 
future and a hope.” 

This coming year is a special moment 
in history when the church needs to be 

most present in the world. This is not 
a time for self-focus church building, 
or adherence to strict denominational 
lines of service. The church —or, more 
appropriately, us— needs to be present 
in the world serving those in need. This 
is a time for us to be reaching out with 
hands of partnership to build connec-
tions in order to serve more people. We 
need to be stretching out our hands in 
love and assistance: bringing food to the 
hungry, providing clothes for the naked, 
to care for the sick, providing shelter 
for the homeless, and serving those in 
prison. 

Trinity offers a variety of missions 
where you can put your gifts to use 
and experience spiritual growth — and 
there’s a tremendous need for your 
gifts! Together we will strive to help 
with immediate needs while seeking 
long-term solutions, especially through 
partnerships with existing agencies that 
are better equipped to address advocacy 
and long term solutions. 

Trinity Lutheran Church is dedicated 
to answering Christ’s commands and 
spreading the Gospel message of love 
while helping to relieve the impact of 
poverty in the world wherever we are 
called. 

All are welcome!

Blessings and peace as you set your 
plans for a new year.

“For I know the plans I have for you”—this is the Lord’s declaration
“Plans for your welfare, not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 

You will call to Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 
You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.

Jeremiah 29:11-13
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The 2015 Thanksgiving lunch at Trinity was another 
wonderful gathering of community. It was a time to gather 
for great food and conversation as 300 meals were shared by 
those dining at Trinity and the many “To Go” meals.

Thank you to all the volunteers and those who offer financial 
support. Even though the team members were spread out 
at a variety of locations — Trinity, St. Michael’s Catholic 
Church, Bethlehem Lutheran-Midway in St. Paul— we were 
together in spirit as we decorated, baked, prepped, peeled, 
cooked, served, delivered, poured, washed, mopped, and 
shared the joy of thanksgiving with our community. 

All together with our partner locations, 3,000 spectacular 
meals were served. A special thank you to John and Jody 
Weyrauch, Eric and Patti Olson, Pastor Joy Johnson, and our 
families.

 “It is the best way to give thanks,” John Weyrauch declared as 
he whipped up another batch of gravy. 

The Thanksgiving lunch at Trinity started with a conversation 
between my wife Lisa, myself, and John and Jody Weyrauch. 
We agreed to prepare and share a meal with all who cared 
to gather. We would invite all to participate and share in 
the meal — a meal that is not a charity event, but one of 
sharing conversation and celebrating community where all 
are welcome.

The opportunity to broaden our invitation was made 
possible through the leadership of Eric and Patti Olson as 
they followed Jesus’ call to feed the hungry. As we discussed 
the plan, more partners in ministry to the hungry came to 
light and the circle of caring grew — from hunger ministry 
partners here in Stillwater to contacts and friends leading 
ministries in St. Paul and Minneapolis. 

The concept is simple: Jesus calls us to feed the hungry; 
the Spirit develops connections and willing volunteers and 
supporter rise up.

With the spreadsheet finalized, Patti and Eric led the crew 
of volunteers in delivering 3,000 pounds of turkeys, 1,000 
pounds of potatoes, 1,000 pounds of sweet potatoes, cases 
of corn, pies and more to five locations for our Thanksgiving 
dinner for 3,000. 

With everything in place, the ovens fired up at 6 a.m. on 
the Saturday before Thanksgiving, and before we knew it, 
the peeling and carving had begun. The day was filled with 
pans of turkey, potatoes, and more as they were prepared 
for freezing and delivery. By 7 p.m. that Saturday, the 3,000 
meals were in place and ready to be heated and served.

“We served 415 people at our dinner,” exclaimed Pastor Joy 
Johnson. “And all we had leftover was one slice of pie and 
some whipped topping. Thanks a million for blessing so 
many!”

We give thanks to the Lord for the many blessings in our lives 
and the opportunity to share such a meal with our neighbors.

The team is already looking forward to Thanksgiving 2016. 
Please join us — All are welcome!

—Tom Thiets
Director of Missions

Giving Thanks...in Community
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Pastries with the 

Prophets
2015

Pastries, Prophets, Worship 

Wow
Dec. 6, 2015
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Winter Retreat at  
Laura Holmes’ Cabin
Thursday – Sunday, February 4-7
Enjoy a long weekend in the north woods 
of Grand Marais at Laura Holmes’ cabin on 
Devil Track Lake. Optional activities will 
include downhill and cross-country skiing, 
snow shoeing, hiking, and being in fellowship 
with fabulous women. Activity level moderate 
to strenuous. Limited to 12 women. For 
questons and to sign up, contact Laura at 
mslaurabeth@comcast.net.

retired menConnect with God 
in a whole new way!

Next session: Jan 5-Feb. 23
In the Garden Room

$55
Register online at trinitylc.org

Seated in the Presence Yoga
Using a chair as a prop, this yoga class elimates 

the need to be on the floor.  
If you are interested in joining this daytime class, 

please contact Parish Nurse Sue Peterson 
439-7400 ext. 138 

or speterson@trinitylc.org.

The 
orchestra from 

Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, is 
coming to Trinity on Saturday, Jan. 30!

The Luther College Symphony Orchestra, 
Luther’s largest and oldest orchestral 
ensemble, maintains an active rehearsal 
and performance schedule during the 
academic year.

More than eighty student musicians, 
representing a variety of academic 
disciplines, perform with Symphony 
Orchestra.  Many also play chamber 
music, sing in a choir, or play in a jazz 
ensemble.

In addition to 
regular concerts featuring 

masterworks of the orchestral literature, 
Symphony Orchestra takes great pride 
in performing new music on a regular 
basis.

Since 2001, the orchestra has been 
pleased to present six world premiers.  
The orchestra also collaborates with 
the Luther College choirs in periodic 
performances of major choral-orchestral 
works and in the annual Christmas at 
Luther festival performances.

The Symphony Orchestra tours annually 
throughout the United States and this 
year we are pleased to have them at 
Trinity.

Luther College 
Orchestra to Play at 
Trinity
(and they need a place to stay)   

 In presenting this concert at Trinity one 
of the joys of the weekend is hosting the 
students.

As you can tell by the size, we will need 
almost 40 host families.

If you are willing to be a part of this 
wonderful adventure, please contact 
Carol Carver at ccarver@trinitylc.org or 
439-7400 ext. 118.

The students will be in residence one 
night: January 30.

 Watch for more details in the weekly 
e-blast!

G R O U P S & T E A M S

Discover Trinity’s Library
Tuesday, Jan. 12 — Noon
Trinity’s Library
The Retired Men’s Group invites you 
to explore a literary jewel right in our 
own basement: Trinity’s Library.  

For more information, please contact 
Jon Fogelberg at jon@123m.com.



15January 2016 • trinity.today.

Director of On Purpose Ministries
Jody Thone

O N  P U R P O S E

How do we build a culture in which all 
people experience God’s extravagant 
welcome?  

I’m reading about “Graceful 
Engagement,” a process that requires 
deep listening, seeking “that of God” 
in the people with whom you engage, 
and finding the ways in which God is 
revealed to you through them.  Graceful 
Engagement is a way of practicing 
holy conversation, where each person 
is treated as a loved child of God.  
It’s about listening, sharing 
one’s own story, hearing one 
another’s perspective, finding 
commonalities and shared 
experiences.  It’s about building 
relationships around values that 
bring us together as oppose to 
things that polarize us.   

I have, at times, felt an 
extravagant welcome here at 
Trinity and, at times,  not.  I 
know that some of those times 
when I did not feel welcome, the 
unwelcome sign was penned from the 
inside-out, by none other than myself.  
When I was going through my divorce, 
when I felt my beliefs were not shared 
by others, when I was not engaged in 
ministry — these internal feelings of not 
being welcome were stronger.  It was 
extravagant welcome by various Trinity 
people that turned around all of those 
situations and led to me joining Trinity’s 
staff 11+ years ago.

One of my favorite parts of our Trinity 
community is our statement Wherever 
you are on your journey with God, you 
are welcome here. I take that to be a real 
statement of intent, a statement to keep 
working on and living up to.  I see our 
statement as possibility and potential.

When I reflect that I have not 
experienced someone telling me directly 
that I do not belong here, I can start 
to empathize with those whose stories 
have much more significant trauma and 
have been directly told they are not 
welcome in church.  I try to stop and 

imagine- trying to walk for a moment in 
their shoes.

See yourself feeling sick to your 
stomach at even thinking of walking 
through the doors of a church.  Try on 
feeling judged as unworthy, unwanted, 
and uninvited at church.  Imagine being 
told you are not welcome, you are not a 
beloved child of God, that something in 
you, or about you, is “wrong.”  

Now, let go of all of that — if you are 

lucky enough to be able to — if you 
have felt welcome at Trinity and all the 
other churches you have connected 
with in your life.  But please remember 
that many cannot.  Many have received 
direct you are not welcome messages 
in their lives.  How can we here at 
Trinity grow into being an even more 
welcoming community?   How can you 
extravagantly welcome someone this 
weekend at church?  

Here’s a welcome used at All Saints 
Lutheran Church in Aurora Colorado:

We extend a special welcome to those 
who are single, married, divorced, 
queer, filthy rich, dirt poor, or no hablo 
Ingles. We extend a special welcome to 
those who are crying new-borns, skinny 
as a rail or could afford to lose a few 
pounds.

We welcome you if you can sing like 
Andrea Bocelli or like our pastor who 
can’t carry a note in a bucket.  You’re 
welcome here if you’re “just browsing,” 
just woke up or just got out of jail.  We 
don’t care if you are more Catholic than 

the Pope, or haven’t been in church 
since little Joey’s Baptism.

We extend a special welcome to those 
who are over 60 but not grown up 
yet, and to teenagers who are growing 
up to fast.  We welcome soccer moms, 
NASCAR dads, starving artists, tree-
huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-
food eaters.  We welcome those who 
are in recovery or still addicted.  We 
welcome you if you’re having problems 
or you’re down in the dumps or if you 

don’t like “organized religion,” 
we’ve been there too.

If you blew all of your offering 
money at the dog track, you’re 
welcome here. We offer a 
special welcome to those who 
think the earth if flat, work too 
hard, don’t work, can’t spell, 
or because grandma is in town 
and wanted to go to church.

We welcome those who are 
inked, pierced or both. We offer 

a special welcome to those who could 
use a prayer right now, had religion 
shoved down your throat as a kid or 
got lost in traffic and wound up here by 
mistake. We welcome tourists, seekers 
and doubters, bleeding hearts…and 
you!

Living Your Strengths
January 26, 6:00pm-8:30pm
Cost$ 25 — includes a code to take the 
Clifton StrengthsFinder
Based on the work of the Gallup organization and 
over two million interviews, Living Your Strengths 
is a process that helps you identify, affirm and serve 
from your strengths.  It includes a code for the 
Clifton StrengthsFinder assessment and Trinity’s 
own workshop designed to bring us together 
to explore our strengths and learn about the 
incredible power of our community when we serve 
God from our strengths.
Led by Amy Karlstad and Walt Ogburn
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A few months ago, I attended a con-
ference in Minneapolis enetitled Why 
Christian?  Created by Nadia Bolz- 
Weber and Rachel Held Evans, two 
honest and relevant voices in the church 
today, the conference looked to an-
swer the question: “Why, in the wake 
of centuries of corruption, hypocrisy, 
crusades, televangelists, and puppet 
ministries, do we continue to follow 
Jesus?”  In other words, why do we 
choose to be Christian?  Women from 
all walks of life and denominations 
shared stories that inspired and chal-
lenged the audience to dig into their 
own stories of faith.  They reminded us 
that the light continues to shine in the 
darkness and how the darkness has not, 
will not, and cannot over-
come it.  They reminded 
me that I need the Gospel; 
they reminded me that good 
overcomes evil and that, in 
the midst of a troubled world, 
love and hope can prevail.

After the conference, I was left 
to my own introspection, won-
dering about my own faith and the 
reasons why I’ve chosen to work in a 
church at this point in my life.  Here are 
some of the reasons that came to mind: 

I’ve chosen to work in the church be-
cause I believe the church has the power 
to change lives.  I believe that we, as hu-
man beings, mess up and stumble and 
fall all the time.  We need God.  We 
need God’s forgiveness, God’s 
grace, and God’s love.  
We also need people to 
keep reminding us that 
we need these things.  
Church, as both a place 
and people, helps us 
remember.  It accepts 
us for who we are, sup-
ports us in both the good 
times and bad, and tells us 
over and over again that the power 
and love of God is strong and everlast-
ing.

I’ve chosen to work in the church be-
cause the Gospel story is challenging, 
compelling, and is meant to be shared.  
The radical example of Jesus turns our 
lives upside down and asks us to love 
the neighbors we have trouble loving 
and to care for those cast aside by so-

Why here?  Why Christian?
ciety.  I love teaching about Jesus and 
sharing his story.  Jesus helps us to be 
generous, compassionate, and accept-
ing human beings.  Jesus also gives me 
immense hope that the best is yet to 
come, and that the darkness infiltrating 
the world will not win.

I’ve chosen to work in the church be-
cause I love be-

ing able to 
witness and 
mentor the 
faith jour-
ney of a 
young per-
son.  

bold, take risks, and stand up for what 
we believe in, just as Luther did at the 
Diet of Worms.  The 9th graders were 
asked to create “Here I Stand” state-
ments about what they absolutely know 
to be true about God.  Here is what 
some of them had to say:

God is with you and will help you get 
through everything – God loves you!

God loves all the people in the world, 
even people who are not Christian.

God isn’t white.

God loves us so much that he sent his 
son to die for our sins.

These God truths speak to the encour-
aging church environment these young 
people have grown up in.  They speak 
to their understanding of God and 
the places they are at in their faith 
journey now.  Likewise, the Senior 
Leaders for Mexico Mission 2016, 
in choosing the theme for this 
year’s trip, spoke about how the 
Mexico Mission experience is more 

than just “doing a good thing”.  They 
discussed how God is present in their 
lives, how hard it is to keep a strong 
faith in high school, and their love of 
sharing God with the people of Chu-
burna and their community in Stillwa-

ter.  They landed on the phrase, 
“Stand Firm,” taken from 1 
Corinthians 15:58: My dear 
friends, stand firm and do not 
be shaken.  Always keep busy 
working for the Lord.  You 
know that everything you do 
for God is worthwhile.  These 
young people will change the 
world and the church.  They 
are inspiring, hard-working, 
and have a desire to know and 
understand God.  They make 
me want to be here; they make 

me proud of the Christian faith.

I’ve chosen to work in the church  
because my heart is full every time I 
leave this place.  As we begin a new 
calendar year, I challenge you to think 
about the work you do and why you 
do it.  What makes your heart full?  Do 
those things.  I would also challenge 
you to answer for yourself, why are 
you Christian?  What truths speak to 
you and motivate you to keep moving 
along this journey of faith?

By Kelsey Mans-Crusinberry 
Youth Ministries

Right now, the 9th Grade Confirmation 
Class is learning about the life of  
Martin Luther and the theology of 
the Lutheran Church.  Every week, 
we seem to have reason to come back 
to Luther’s famous phrase, “Here I 
Stand.”  These words, while simple, are 
symbolic of courage and hope in the 
face of adversity.  They inspire us to be 



17January 2016 • trinity.today.

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES

My daughter Marit attends children’s 
learning on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. 
During some of that time she and the 
other second graders have been learn-
ing about communion. Part of the 
learning is getting hands-on experience 
with helping to serve communion in 
Worship and also helping to bake the 
communion bread. 

Maybe it’s just me, but I admit I can 
get a little nervous about these events. 
If the kids are shy about helping or 
maybe not that into it, well, it can feel a 
little awkward. I was fully prepared to 
get to Trinity, roll up my sleeves and do 
the majority of the ‘work’ along with 
the other adults who were there. Some-
times that’s just how it goes: grown-
ups take the lead and kids help a little. 
However, it was quite the opposite on 
this night! We were one of four mom/
daughter duos who were greeted by  
Susan Carr and Don and Judy Loe. 
From the moment we entered the 
kitchen, these wonderful people had 
the girls sucked in with their warm, 
welcoming, engaging personalities and 
it was time to make some bread! 

Each young lady had a recipe, a bowl 
and the other necessary supplies to 
mix up the dough. All the moms had 
to do was stand back and watch. And 
what an absolutely beautiful thing it 
was to witness these young ladies listen 
and learn from a different generation! 
From start to finish, the girls were em-
powered to use their own hands to do 
God’s work. They were even so excited 
to help with the dishes! Of course, 
sampling their work was also part of 
the deal — and it was delicious!

Four more second grade students and 
their moms baked bread the following 
week and had just as much fun!  Two 
or three more baking sessions will take 
place this winter, so all of the second 
grade students will be able to have this 
awesome intergenerational experience.

This is such a great opportunity for 
parents and kids! I hope if you have an 
opportunity to try it you will have as 
much fun as Marit and I did. I speak 
for us both when I say we’d love to do 
it again.

—Staci Wolden

Thank you!
Susan Carr, Don & Judy Loe, Larry & Karol 
Roehrkasse for teaching next generations how we 
make communion bread at Trinity.

—Julie Jolivette
Director, Children’s Ministry

Flour + Water = Love
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MEXICO.MISSION.2016 How to Hold 
Your Family 
Together 
with Dr. Rich Melheim

Wednesday, 
Jan. 27 at 6:30 p.m.

What happens to 
children who check 
in with their parents 

every night before going to bed? What 
happens when a family shares highs and 
lows, scripture, talk, prayer, and blessing 
almost every night of their lives? What 
are the psychological, sociological, 
neurological, and theological benefits 
children receive when they are given 
such consistent, intentional care before 
drifting off to sleep each night? Join Dr. 
Rich Melheim as he introduces the origin, 
philosophy, and potential impact of five 
simple steps that can strengthen your 
family, one night at a time.

Mexico Sponsorships have begun!

Starting in December, high school 
students going on the Mexico Mission 
trip in March began their search for 
sponsors.  Every student must find 
23 sponsors who donate 24 sponsors, 
totaling $1200 for the trip.  

This money is collected specifically 
for the mission work they do in the 
community of Chuburna, mainly going 
toward supplies, local construction 
expertise, and unexpected expenses that 
arise during the work process.  

Without sponsors, the good work 
being done in the Chuburna 
community could not continue.  

I encourage you to consider sponsoring 
one or two youth this year!

Students will be in the Narthex and 
Commons areas in between church 
services on Sundays looking for 
sponsors.  

Our theme this year is ‘Stand Form’. 
Students looking for sponsors will 
be wearing our purple ‘Stand Firm’ 
T-shirts.  

If you have any questions, do not 
hesitate to contact Kelsey Mans at 
kmans@trinitylc.org or or Tom Thiets 
at tthiets@trinitylc.org.  

Thank you in advance for your 
support!

—Kelsey Mans-Crusinberry
Youth Ministries

Impact 
Parenting

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES

Family Mission:
Write it, Create it, Display it!
This is one of our favorite family 
projects! As soon as children are able 
to talk, visit, and answer questions, 
spend some time together talking 
about your family: what makes your 
family great, unique, fun, challenging? 
(“We love to laugh!”; “Making music”; 
“We move a lot”) What are your 
goals? (“Family Vacation”; “Eat meals 
together”; “Less yelling”) What are 
your favorite activities and plans? 
(“Backyard baseball”, “Bike Rides”, 
“Baking cookies”)

WRITE IT! 

Start by sitting around with paper, 
pencils, markers and pictures. Family 
members can draw, write and pick out 
pictures. Share stories, memories, goals 
and dreams.

CREATE IT! 

Take the words, pictures and drawings 
to create a collage (a cork bulletin 
board works well, or use tape or glue 
to affix onto a poster board). A shadow 
box could also be created, along with 
collected items, such as tickets, rocks, 
figurines, etc. One of my favorite 
versions is to choose some favorite 
words and phrases from the list to 
create a mission statement. This can be 
created with markers, paint or even via 
the computer like the photo above.

DISPLAY IT! 

Choose a visible, central place in 
your home to hang and display your 
creations. Children will take pride in 
seeing what you created together —a 
celebration of all the things that make 
your family fun and great, as well as a 

gentle reminder of expected behavior 
and goals you as a family believe are 
important. Printed and framed, a 
mission statement can also be a fun and 
trendy decoration in your home!

If you are interested in learning more 
about Lake Area Discovery Center, 

Trinity’s partner pre-school, log onto 
www.ladcfamilies.org.   Registration 
for the 2016-17 school year begins in 

January.  Register online or by calling 
our main office at 651-762-7884.
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Happy [belated]

 Jólabókafló
Authors and readers in Iceland recently 
celebrated Jólabókaflóð, the ‘Icelandic 
Book Flood’. It is the annual “flood” 
of new books in Iceland that occurs 
in the months before Christmas and 
provides reading for the coming 
months. The giving of books is deeply 
rooted. According to tradition, when 
the Christmas meal is over the book 
distribution begins. When everyone 

has received the gift of a book they don 
their new pajamas, climb into fresh 
bed sheets and spend the night reading. 
How wonderful is the gift of a book; 
it can provide some cozy days and 
evenings these cold January nights.

Possibly you received the gift of a book 
this past Christmas. The Trinity Library 
has numerous resources, truly gifts, to 
help us with daily living as we begin 

this New Year. Dietrich Bohnhoeffer in 
his book, Life Together (284.1 BOHN), 
speaks of gifts. “Christians, in their 
wholehearted joy in the good gifts of 
this physical life, acknowledge their 
Lord as the true giver of all good gifts; 
and beyond this, as the true Gift.”. Our 
Trinity Library is a special gift from 
many givers. Visit the Trinity Library to 
receive the following gifts:

The True Gift, Jesus:

Jesus: A Theography (232 SWEE)
Who is Christ for Us? (230 BOHN)
Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt (FIC 
RICE)

The Gift of Laughter:

101 Ways to Get Your 
Adult Children to Move 
Out: (and make them 
think it was their idea) 
(818.54 MELH) Rich 
Melheim
Bananas Comedy Bunch 

Volume 2 (DVD section)
Holy Humor Inspirational Wit and Cartoons (242 SAMR)

The Gift of Friendship:

The View from Saturday (JUV K) 
The YadaYada Prayer Group (FIC JACK)
A Prayer for Owen Meany: A 
Novel (FIC IRV) 

The Gift of Grace:

Grace (Eventually) Thoughts on Faith 
(813.5 LAMO) 
Plan B Further Thoughts on Faith 
(813 LAMO) 
What’s So Amazing About Grace (234 
YANC) 
The Hand That Holds Me (234 ROGN) 

The Gift of Healing:

My Grandfather’s Blessings: Stories 
of Strength, Refuge, and Belonging 
(296.7 REME) 
The Grief Club: The Secret to Getting 
Through All Kinds of Change (155.9 
BEAT) 

So why are books such an important 
gift in Iceland? Children see 
grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles 
and cousins reading. Reading becomes 
a normal part of the day.  Check out 
some books from the Trinity Library, 
and give yourself the gift of reading!

Falling Upward: 
Spirituality for the 
Second Half of Life  
(248 ROHR)  
Richard Rohr is a 
Franciscan, a follower of 
St. Francis of Assisi.  He 
is a very prolific writer, 

drawing on a wonderful variety of 
sources — the Bible of course, ancient 
Greeks, Native American spirituality, 
Buddhism, the Koran — all kinds 
of people who take the spiritual life 
seriously!

In Falling Upward, Rohr shows the 
challenges and great value in growing 
into our second half of life. We must 
come to terms with the tragic side of 
life and with our “shadow” selves. 

The Gifts of Spirituality and Prayer
Rohr says, I think, that it is our job 
to challenge the assumptions we have 
carried in the first half of our lives.  
Luckily there are many guides to help 
us!  A little wordy at times, Father 
Rohr has a constant optimism about 
our ability to work on ourselves with 
God’s help.  He describes the soul as a  
“honing device” that draws all of us to 
God.  

Help Thanks Wow: 
The Three Essential 
Prayers  
(242 LAMO)  
Ann Lamott is a 
novelist, a mother 
and grandmother, a 
Christian, and a funny 

and insightful woman.  Her honesty is 
amazing to me; writing from her heart 
about her failings and needs.

This is not a how-to book, it’s not a 
book of prayers — but it is a wonderful 
description of prayers. We ask God 
for help PLEASE; we thank God 
THANKS; and we express wonder and 
awe at what happens in our life WOW 
— the ordinary, the miraculous, the 
understandings that sometimes come in 
the midst of sadness. Prayer can be as 
simple as these one words.  This little 
book enlarges our idea of what prayer 
is  - and what it can do.

—Sheila Maybanks
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Local Benevolences
IN MEMORY OF:    GIVEN BY:
Mavis Mondor – Grandmother.....................................................................................................................Christine, Jennifer & David Wahlquist 
Dick Jeans .................................................................................................................................................................................................. Audrey Jeans
Roger Olson .......................................................................................................................................................................................... Florence Olson 
Tom Wirtz ....................................................................................................................................................... Faye Wirtz; Julie & Darren & Families
Nils C. Johnson ....................................................................................................................................................................Diane & Richard Johnson 
Our Parents .................................................................................................................................................................................. Jacque & Dee Nelson 
Raymond Kennedy ...................................................................................................................................................................Pat Kennedy & Family 
Robert Parks ................................................................................................................................................................................Jon & Joan Fogelberg
Parents ...........................................................................................................................................................................................Becky & Jim Hansen
Carol Burnham – Sister ...........................................................................................................................................................................Joanne Brown 
Bob Parent .............................................................................................................................................................................Darlene Parent & Family 
Harold Segelstrom ...............................................................................................................................................................................................Marian
Alma Langness; Fred & Lillian Hertenstein ......................................................................................................................Norma Langness Johnson 
Dan & Dave Walsh; Todd Gardner ...............................................................................................................................................................Sue Walsh
Ruth & Julie .................................................................................................................................................................................... Eugene Hawkinson 
Mom & Dad .................................................................................................................................................................Don & Deb Wishard & Family 
Jill Lee.............................................................................................................................................................................Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
Loved Ones.....................................................................................................................................................................Glenn & Marianne Anderson 
Joanne Pederson .............................................................................................................................................................. Ernest & Donna Dielentheis
Doris Sterry – Sister ..................................................................................................................................................................... Toby, Jin & Florence 
Arthur Johnson ...............................................................................................................................................................................Mary Ann Johnson 
Susan, Sharon & Carolyn .........................................................................................................................................Doris, Marie, Judy, Sue & Karen 
Wayne & Marianna Eiselt; Lowell & Mary Lou Erdahl  ..............................................................................................................Bob & Deb Eiselt
Charles & Richard Mereness; Parents; Evelyn – Sister  ................................................................................................................. Carol Mereness 
Dick Jeans – Dad.........................................................................................................................................................................................Randy Jeans 
Skip Welke ...........................................................................................................................................................................Welke & Rogness Families
Glorianne & Roger Benson ..................................................................................................................................................... Carolyn & Bob Minor 
Dorothy & Doug Wahlquist—Grandparents .............................................................................................Christine, Josh, Jennifer, Beth & David
Walter Berglund ...................................................................................................................................................................................................Family
Our Parents ..................................................................................................................................................................................... Len & Jane Oleson 
Phyllis Rydeen .......................................................................................................................................................................................... Audrey Jeans
Denis & Eric Brown ................................................................................................................................................................................Joanne Brown 
Henry Brochman .................................................................................................................................................................................... June & Family 
LeRoy Swanson ................................................................................................................................................................................. Norma & Family 
Walter & Dorothy Meyer – Parents ......................................................................................................................................Kathy & Doug Karnuth 
Doreene Martell ....................................................................................................................................Mike, Jolene, Kurt, Troy & Claire Patterson 
Renee Rorvick – Daughter ...................................................................................................................................................................Ronald Rorvick 
Mary Wagner – Nonna ................................................................................................................................................................Catherine & Charley 
Parents ......................................................................................................................................................................................................... Lois Walton 
Carole Zempel – My Good Friend ....................................................................................................................................................................Jeannie 

Christmas Garden
IN HONOR OF:    GIVEN BY:
Helen Orff .................................................................................................................................................................................Debi Orff – Daughter
Tyler & Calvin Gerds & Louie & George Graham-Our Grandsons ......................................................................................... The Gerds Family  
Joyce & Julie .............................................................................................................................................................................Jerry & Arlene Herbst
Cooper & Finley Ronayne ............................................................................................................................................................................Grandma
Our Children & Grandchildren; Darlene & Evelyn Peterson ............................................................................................Roger Peterson Family 
Vince Turnblad’s Birthday; Karen & Family ................................................................................................................Vince & Gretchen Turnblad
Roger, Gary, Jeff, Jodi & Families .................................................................................................................................................... Evelyn Peterson 
Jackson & Audrey – Our Children .............................................................................................................................................. Mommy & Daddy 

IN MEMORY OF:    GIVEN BY:
Glenn – Dad; Barbara – Mom; David – Brother .........................................................................Mary Claire (Daughter & Sister) & John Potter
Ed & Lois Studtman – Our Parents ........................................................................................................................ Nancy Millard; Sally Studtman
Lenore Baumann ............................................................................................................................................... Glenn & Nancy Swanson & Family 
Norm & Melva Anderson .................................................................................................................................................... The MacDonald Family 
Jim Blasko ........................................................................................................... Eileen; Greg; Whitney; Andrea & Adam Frey & Grandchildren
Gardy Thomas ........................................................................................................................................................... His Children & Grandchildren 
Phyllis Rydeen ........................................................................................................................................................................................... Randy Jeans 
Dan Laitinen ................................................................................................................................................. Steve Speers & George Speers Families
Butch Schroeder Family .................................................................................................................................................Donald & Sandra Steinmetz 
Mom; Dad; Sue; Bev .................................................................................................................................................................................Sandy & Jim 
Albert & Emma Potter .......................................................................................................................................... John (Son) & Mary Claire Potter 
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Leo & Ardell Motylewski; Hilary & Eileen Macksam; James & Frances Kumbera .........................................................................Charyl Junker 
Our Parents ...................................................................................................................................................................................Mike & Ruth Hedlof
Arthur Romness .................................................................................................................................................................. Elvera Romness & Family 
Helmuth & Marcella Reinke; Bob & Irene Huber; Marlene & Reno Carlson .......................................................................... John & Pat Reinke 
Parents, Grandparents & Other Loved Ones .................................................................................................................. Richard Mikkelson Family
Our Parents .......................................................................................................................................................................................Ron & Susan Stow 
Our Parents ..............................................................................................................................................................................Fred & Dee Hertenstein
Tom & Leona Jovanovich .........................................................................................................................................................................Barb Scribner 
Arthur Edstrom; Norman Hilleren ...........................................................................................................................................Dick & Julie Edstrom 
Mom ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................Sandy 
Albert; Esther; Caroline ..................................................................................................................................................................... Arba-Della Beck 
Nicholas Haase .................................................................................................................................................................................Mommy & Daddy
David II – Our Son ........................................................................................................................................................................Dave & Evie Linner
Ruth Steinmetz ............................................................................................................................................................................................. Her Family
Dave Olin .........................................................................................................................................................................................Bill & Rita Lawson 
Katy McClellan ......................................................................................................................................................................... Gary & Lynn Schurrer
Our Parents ..............................................................................................................................................................................Chuck & Joan Newman 
Harold Eichstadt & Lloyd Dornfeld.............................................................................................................. Dave, Deb, Cierra & Derek Dornfeld
 
IN HONOR OF:    GIVEN BY:
Don’s 90th Birthday in January .......................................................................................................................................................... Gayle & Family 
Sandi, Don, June, Bob, Eric & Larry – Our Friday Card Group ........................................................................................ Carolyn & Bob Minor 
Leo Brian Brown – Our Great-Grandson Sandy Brown & Sharon Teat Sam & Max Hoff .............................................. Gene & Anna Swanson 
The Chopras – Our Texas Family ............................................................................................................................................Jerry & Arlene Herbst 
Our Children & Grandchildren ............................................................................................................................................... Bill & Glenda Bjorum 
Our Grand-girls ........................................................................................................................................................................ Leif & Linda Erickson 
 Kristi, Alex, Cody, Alex, Carson, Katie, Taylor, Annie, Karissa & Ryann ..........................................................................Gary & Karen Hanson
Our Seven Youngest Grandchildren attending College or Graduate School this Year  ........................................................ Don & Gayle Lobitz
Sydney, Max & Blake Evensen ................................................................................................................................................. Dale & Kerry Evensen 
Children & Grandchildren ............................................................................................................................................................Norm & Jean Davis 
Children, Grandchildren & Great-Granchildren.................................................................................................................Fred & Dee Hertenstein 
My Parents .................................................................................................................................................................................................Barb Scribner
Lois Edstrom & Ruth Hilleren ..................................................................................................................................................Dick & Julie Edstrom  
CM ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................Sandy
My Kids & Charlotte .......................................................................................................................................................................... Arba-Della Beck 
Jackson & Audrey – Our Children ................................................................................................................................................Mommy & Daddy 
Trinity’s Lutefisk Potato Peelers ................................................................................................................................................................Anonymous
Nonny & Papa..........................................................................................................................................................................................Ellie Erickson
Trinity’s Helping Hands .........................................................................................................................................................Chuck & Joan Newman
Jeff, Jill & Jennifer – Our Children ............................................................................................................................................ Gary & Jane Baggott

Gordon Hansch – Dad & Grandpa ............................................................................................................................. Kevin, Marin, Ryan & Kayla 
Helen Kraus & Irene Hedberg ............................................................................................................................................................Florence Olson 
Our Parents ..............................................................................................................................................................................Ken & SuzAnne Olson 
Harold & Margaret Straka & Bob & Dorothy Hakenholz....................................................................................................... Carol & Bill Straka
Bob & Gene – Our Dads .......................................................................................................................................................... Mark & Sandy Weber 
Susan & Ida ....................................................................................................................................................................... Mary Claire & John Potter 
Charlene Jensrud & Herald Tastad .........................................................................................................................................................The Jensruds 
Loved Ones.............................................................................................................................................................................................. Lois Beglund
Jerry Loomis ............................................................................................................................................................................... Florence, Toby & Jin 
Leo & Ardell Motylewski; Hilary & Eileen Macksam;
     James & Frances Kumbera ...............................................................................................................................................................Charyl Junker 
Our Parents ................................................................................................................................................................................. Mike & Ruth Hedlof
Arthur Romness ................................................................................................................................................................ Elvera Romness & Family 
Helmuth & Marcella Reinke; Bob & Irene Huber;
     Marlene & Reno Carlson .......................................................................................................................................................... John & Pat Reinke 
Parents, Grandparents & Other Loved Ones ................................................................................................................ Richard Mikkelson Family
Our Parents ..................................................................................................................................................................................... Ron & Susan Stow
Frankie & Deanna Peterson; Walter & Frances Schell ........................................................................................................Roger Peterson Family 
Kevin Turnblad ................................................................................................................................................................Vince & Gretchen Turnblad 
Frankie & Deanna Peterson .............................................................................................................................................................. Evelyn Peterson
Nicholas Haase ............................................................................................................................................................................... Mommy & Daddy 
Carol Zempel ...........................................................................................................................................................................................Mark Zempel
Our Parents ............................................................................................................................................................................Chuck & Joan Newman 
Trinity’s Helping Hands .......................................................................................................................................................Chuck & Joan Newman



22 January 2016 • trinity.today.

T R I N I T Y

TODAY
Publication Number: USPS 509650
Published once per month by  
Trinity Lutheran Church, 115 N. 4th St.,  
Box 339, Stillwater, MN 55082
Editor: Kim Pleticha
Design & Layout: Marilee Tangen 
Articles for the next Trinity Today 
(February issue) are due Friday, Jan. 8, to 
begin arriving in mailboxes Friday,  
Jan. 29. 
Office: 651-439-7400; Fax: 651-430-2935  
Email: trinitytoday@trinitylc.org  
Trinity Today is also available in full-color 
on Trinity’s web site at www.trinitylc.org  
(click to download a PDF or use our flip 
viewer to read it on your mobile device).
Postmaster: Send address changes to  
Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 339,  
Stillwater, MN 55082. © Copyright 2016 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Stillwater, MN

W O R S H I PW O R S H I P
O P P O R T U N I T I E SA T T E N D A N C E

November 22 
9 a.m. .......... 252
10:30 a.m. ... 175

November 29 
9 a.m. .......... 265
10:30 a.m. ... 194

December 6
9 a.m. .......... 311 
10:30 a.m. ... 308

December 13
9 a.m. .......... 336 
10:30 a.m. ... 251

9 a.m. 
Traditional Worship

10:30 a.m. 
Contemporary Worship

Watch Worship on Valley Access 
Channel 18

Wednesdays: 1 p.m., 7 p.m.
Thursdays: 1 a.m., 7 a.m.
Fridays: 4 p.m., 10 p.m.

Saturdays: 9 a.m.
Sundays: 11 a.m.

B A P T I Z E D
• No Baptisms in December.

S Y M P A T H Y
• To the family of Hollis Grubb, 

who died Nov. 21.

• To the family of Michael Doe, 
who died Dec. 7.

Men’s 
“Over 40” 
Basketball
Thursdays
Jan. 14-April 28
7:30-9 p.m.
Trinity’s Gym
Questions?  Contact Monty Lysne at 
mlysne@trinitylc.org or 439-7400, 
ext. 125

INGREDIENTS:

5 T butter
2 carrots, finely chopped
2 Leeks, white and light green parts finely chopped
Salt & Pepper to taste
1/3 C flour
3 C milk, skim ok
1 beer (I usually use an amber beer)
1 1/2 T dijon mustard
3 C shredded sharp cheddar or gruyere
popped popcorn for garnish

DIRECTIONS

• In large saucepan melt butter. Add carrots and leeks, S&P and cook stirring until soft, 10 min.
• Add the flour and cook, stirring often for 2 minutes
• Slowly add milk, whisking constantly. Increase heat to med-hi and add beer and mustard.
• Bring to boil, whisking constantly.
• Reduce heat to simmer whisking, until thickened and creamy, about 10 minutes. 
• Remove from heat. Whisk in cheese one handful at a time. Serve with popcorn on top. 

From the Kitchen
By Linda Flood, Food Services Manager

Santa’s Workshop has many looks!  On Dec. 1, these guys gathered at Dwight Pederson’s workshop to cut, drill 
and package the main wood pieces for 130 nativity stables; then, they helped our 3rd-6th graders build them 
on Dec. 9 and 17.   Watch for the rest of the story in the next issue!

Beer Cheese Soup  
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C A L E N D A R  J A N U A R Y  1 - 3 1 ,  2 0 1 6

Fri., Jan. 1—Building/Office Closed
 7 a.m. AA Meeting— Library
 
Sat., Jan. 2
 8 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting—Luther Hall
 9 a.m. Altar Guild—Worship Center

Sun., Jan. 3—No Sunday School (4 yrs-Gr 2)
 9 a.m. Couples Small Group—Library
 10 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery
 Noon Mexico Missionaries & Adult Leaders— 
  Garden Room

Mon., Jan. 4
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 8:45 a.m. Bridge for Trinity—Garden Room
 1:30 p.m. Commodity Food Distribution— 
  Harvest Heartland
 6 p.m. Jubilate (Adult) Bells—Heritage Chapel
 6:30 p.m. The Bridge-Tai Chi Chuan—Gym
 6:30 p.m. VCC Rehearsal—Worship Center
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting—Library

Tues., Jan. 5
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study—Living Rom
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group—Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group—Pastor Deb’s Office
 4 p.m. Quilting Ministry Group—Living Room
 6 p.m. AA Meeting—Library
 6:30 p.m. Yogadevotion—Garden Room
 7 p.m. Worship Band Rehearsal—Worship Center
Wed., Jan. 6—No Wednesday Learning (Gr 3-6) or  
        Confirmation
 7 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 8:45 a.m. Hearts of the Home Moms—Commons
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs—Choir Room
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal—Choir Room
 7:30 p.m. The River—Youth Area
Thurs., Jan. 7
 7 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 7:30 a.m. Contemplative Spiritual Practice—Narthex
 2 p.m. Healing Hearts Group—Room 108B
 5:45 p.m. Moms on the Run—Gym
Fri., Jan. 8
 7 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting—Room 108B
Sat., Jan. 9—Guatemala Mission Trip Leaves
 7:45 a.m. Moms on the Run—Gym
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting—Luther Hall
 8 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 9 a.m. Altar Guild—Worship Center
Sun., Jan. 10—New Member Sunday
 9 a.m. Traditional Worship, Communion,Nursery
 9 a.m. Sunday School (4 yrs-Gr 2)—Garden Room
 10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship, Communion, 
Nursery
Mon., Jan. 11
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 1 p.m. Rebekah Circle—Library
 6 p.m. Jubilate (Adult) Bells—Heritage Chapel
 6:30 p.m. The Bridge-Tai Chi Chuan—Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting—Library
Tues., Jan. 12
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study—Living Room
 9 a.m. Leah Circle Meeting—Narthex
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group—Library
 9 a.m. Croixdale Sr. Communion
 9 a.m. Retired Men’s Group—Library
 10 a.m. Good Samaritan Sr. Communion

 10:45 a.m. Greeley Sr. Communion
 1 p.m. Prayer Group—Pastor Deb’s Office
 4 p.m. Quilting Ministry Group—Living Room
 6 p.m. AA Meeting—Library
 6:30 p.m. Yogadevotion—Garden Room
 7 p.m. Anna Circle Meeting—Off Site
 7 p.m. Worship Band Rehearsal—Worship Center
Wed., Jan. 13
 7 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 9:30 a.m. Boutwells Landing Sr. Communion
 1 p.m. Oak Ridge Apts. Sr. Communion
 1 p.m. Marion Circle Meeting—Off Site
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs—Choir Room
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour—Garden Room
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning (Gr 3-6)—Lower Level
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr 7-9)—Worship Center
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal—Choir Room
 7:30 p.m. The River—Youth Area
Thurs., Jan. 14
 7 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 7:30 a.m. Contemplative Spiritual Practice—Narthex
 1 p.m. Martha Circle—Living Room
 1:30 p.m. Dorcas Circle Meeting—Off Site
 5:45 p.m. Moms on the Run—Gym
 7:30 p.m. Men’s “Over 40” Basketball—Gym
Fri., Jan. 15
 7 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting—Room 108B
Sat., Jan. 16
 7:45 a.m.  Moms on the Run—Gym
 8 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting—Luther Hall
 9 a.m. Altar Guild—Worship Center
 6 p.m. Food for Thought Dinner Group—Off Site
Sun., Jan. 17
 9 a.m. Couples Small Group—Library
 9 a.m. Traditional Worship, Communion, Nursery
 9 a.m. Sunday School (4 yrs-Gr 2)—Garden Room
 10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship, Communion,  
  Nursery
 6:30 p.m. Women’s Book Group—Kowalski’s
Mon., Jan. 18
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 9 a.m. Ruth Circle Meeting—Off Site
 4 p.m. Congregational Council Meeting— 
  Office Conference Room
 6 p.m. Jubilate (Adult) Bells—Heritage Chapel
 6:30 p.m.  The Bridge-Tai Chi Chuan—Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting—Library
Tues., Jan. 19
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study—Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group—Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group—Pastor Deb’s Office
 4 p.m. Quilting Ministry Group—Living Room
 6 p.m. AA Meeting—Library
 6:30 p.m. Yogadevotion—Garden Room
 7 p.m. Worship Band Rehearsal—Worship Center
Wed., Jan. 20
 7 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of the Home Moms—Commons
 10:15 a.m. Linden Sr. Communion
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs—Choir Room
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour—Garden Room
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning (Gr 3-6)—Lower Level
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr 7-9)—Worship Center
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal—Choir Room
7:30 p.m. The River—Youth Area
Thurs., Jan. 21
 7 a.m. AA Meeting—Library

 7:30 a.m. Contemplative Spiritual Practice—Narthex
 5:45 p.m. Moms on the Run—Gym
 7:30 p.m. Men’s “Over 40” Basketball—Gym
Fri., Jan. 22
 7 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting—Room 108B
Sat., Jan. 23
 7:45 a.m. Moms on the Run—Gym
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting—Luther Hall
 8 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 9 a.m. Altar Guild—Worship Center
Sun., Jan. 24—New Member Sunday
 9 a.m. Traditional Worship, Communion, Nursery
 9 a.m. Sunday School (4 yrs-Gr 2)—Garden Room
 10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship, Communion,  
  Nursery
Mon., Jan. 25
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 6 p.m. CYF-Communion Bread Baking—Kitchen
 6 p.m. Jubilate (Adult) Bells—Heritage Chapel
 6:30 p.m. The Bridge-Tai Chi Chuan—Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting—Library
Tues., Jan. 26 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study—Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group—Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group—Pastor Deb’s Office
 4 p.m. Quilting Ministry Group—Living Room
 6 p.m. On Purpose-Living Your Strengths Class— 
  Living Room
 6 p.m. AA Meeting—Library
 6:30 p.m. Yogadevotion—Garden Room
 7 p.m. Worship Band Rehearsal—Worhsip Center
Wed., Jan. 27
 7 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 10:30 a.m. Oak Park Senior Living Sr. Communion
 11:30 a.m. Supporting Women as Professionals (SWAP)—  
  Off Site
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs—Choir Room
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour—Garden Room
 6:15 p.m. CYF-Impact Parenting Class—Living Room
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning (Gr 3-6)—Lower Level
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr 7-9)—Worship Center
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal—Choir Room
 7:30 p.m. The River—Youth Area
Thurs., Jan. 28
 7 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 7:30 a.m. Contemplative Spiritual Practice—Narthex
 10 a.m. Knitting Ministry—Narthex
 5:45 p.m. Moms on the Run—Gym
 7:30 p.m. Men’s “Over 40” Basketball—Gym
Fri., Jan. 29
 7 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting—Room 108B
 5 p.m. Transition Team Family Fun Night— 
  Garden Room
Sat., Jan. 30
 7:45 a.m. Moms on the Run—Gym
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting—Luther Hall
 8 a.m. AA Meeting—Library
 9 a.m. Altar Guild—Worship Center
 7 p.m. Luther College Symphony Orchestra— 
  Worship Center
Sun., Jan. 31
 9 a.m. Sunday School (4 yrs-Gr 2)
 9 a.m. Traditional Worship, Communion, Nursery
 10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship w/ Luther College
  Orchestra, Communion, Nursery
 6:30 p.m. Women’s Book Group—Kowalski’s
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