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In my freshman English class in room 
303 of Holland Hall at St. Olaf College, 
Dr. Fehner’s first assignment to us was 
to read J.B. by Archibald Macleish and 
to return two days later prepared to 
discuss it. Published in 1958, J.B. is a 
play in verse based upon the King James 
Version of the Book of Job (the focus of 
our current mid-summer sermon series 
here at Trinity). The play represents 
Macleish’s responses to the horrors he 
saw during two world wars, including 
the Holocaust and the bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Macleish says 
that turning to the Bible for a framework 
seems sensible “when you are dealing 
with questions too large for you which, 
nevertheless, will not leave you alone.”

J.B. tells the story of a 20th century 
American banker-millionaire whom God 
commands to be stripped of his family 
of five and his wealth, but who refuses 
to turn his back on God. Macleish 
wondered how modern people could 
retain hope and keep on living with all 
the suffering in the world and so he 
offered this play as an answer. J.B. learns 
that there is no justice in the world, that 
happiness and suffering are not deserved, 
and that people can still choose to love 
each other and to live.

This 58 year-old story line of J.B. begs 
for a fast-forward click to the early 
summer of 2016 and the horrors that dot 

Questions too Large
Who has cut a channel for the torrents of rain,
    and a way for the thunderbolt,
to bring rain on a land where no one lives,
    on the desert, which is empty of human life,
to satisfy the waste and desolate land,
    and to make the ground put forth grass?

– Job 38:25-27

the landscape of our modern American 
culture. J.B.’s Biblical framework 
begs for the most current and credible 
interpretation of the message of this 
‘stand alone’ Wisdom Literature 
containing felt contradictions and 
theological intrigue. 

As to not turning one’s back on God, 
we hear daily the lamentations of the 
grieving…yet rarely does one hear 
in those heartfelt cries a “crying out 
against God.” As the Psalmist shows 
us, individuals who cry out to God for 
help do so as an expression of deep faith 
in the God of their salvation. Is this not 
grace, “Amazing Grace” that enables 
the “going on” as we hear it sung in 
so many unexpected funerals? Surely 
you have experienced that at a family 
funeral, and so have I. It’s real! 

Be it in Dallas, Falcon Heights, Baton 
Rouge, Orlando, Berrien County, San 
Bernardino, Chicago, Sandy Hook, 
or Littleton, God remains as the 
mighty fortress in the midst of lives 
overwhelmed by crashing waves of 
disbelief, chaos, and mixed emotions 
spewing pain all about. These persons 
“hold on” in the midst of their feelings 
that there is no justice in the world, 
yet they can still choose to love one 
another and to live. And isn’t it the 
recognition of the unchangeable Laws 
of God, and for Christians, Jesus, God’s 

new and fullest law of love, that they 
are strengthened to ‘hold firm’ in the 
mightiest of whirlwinds? I believe so. 

In the church, we can sing, “O God, our 
help in ages past, our hope for years to 
come, our shelter from the stormy blast, 
and our eternal home.” We can, and we 
do, take comfort in the omnipresence, 
the omniscience, and the omnipotence 
of our God…as did Job, even as he 
challenged God on God’s behavior.., 
as unjust as he saw it to be. Ultimately, 
in response to whatever we experience 
as threatening to our lives, we stand 
tall when we stand together…in the 
very midst of those things we cannot 
understand. And as J.B.’s all of us, we 
can still choose to love each other and to 
live. Now there’s a sign of God with us.

St. Paul offers what seems a fitting 
benediction to all of the loss, grief, 
and pain that we both witness and 
experience personally in our own  
life situations…as families, as faith 
communities, as workmates, as 
neighbors and as citizens of a nation 
yet most blessed. Love bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. God loves you. God 
loves me. God loves us. For God so 
loved the world…

Paul Svingen 
Interim Lead Pastor
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Stewardship

I have to admit, coming up with the 
words for this month’s newsletter has 
been challenging. Not for lack of words; 
rather, gathering the courage to say the 
words I know in my heart I need to 
say. As I prayed, the answer became 
very clear. I needed to tell my story, 
and share a little of my reality. We’re 
all in this together, and hopefully it will 
resonate with you. Maybe you’ll find 
similarities and together we can take 
some important steps together.

My wife Kate and I have been a part of 
the Trinity community for the past four 
years and we’ve fallen in love with the 
people who belong to this church. This 
community is a very special place and 
is made up of extraordinary people. I’m 
a pastors kid (PK) so I’ve experienced 
all types of congregations, and I can tell 
you without a doubt that what we have 
in Trinity is definitely a winner.

But as we all know, our faith commu-
nity has been struggling. With changes 
come new opportunities, yet seeing 
through the rain and clouds oftentimes 
becomes really difficult. Within this 
transition Kate and I have struggled 
with questions such as, where is this 
church going; when are we going to feel 

that shift that we so desperately hope 
for and need; how can we give financial-
ly when we aren’t certain of the future? 
To answer the first question, I think 
that we are starting to feel that shift that 
we’ve been waiting for. I feel that we’re 
on steady ground again because of the 
leadership of our pasto’s, the Trinity 
staff, and everyone who has volunteered 
and gone above and beyond the call of 
duty to keep our community healthy 
and growing.

Kate and I remind ourselves that giving 
is a commitment. It’s our contribu-
tion to something much bigger than 
we could ever hope for, ever imagine. 
God is at work and it’s up to us to put 
our faith in the promises we witness 
each day and have yet to witness in the 
future. Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith 
is being sure of what you hope for, and 
certain of what you do not see.” When 
it comes to giving, Kate and I have to 
put aside the hesitation that comes from 
being parents to three kids, paying 
massive student loan payments as big as 
our mortgage, expenses from sports that 
equal college tuition payments, and the 
desire for plain ‘ol fun that we want to 
have as a couple and family. We have a 
great life, however money is tight and if 
we’re not careful, giving and supporting 
our church community falls to the bot-
tom of the list. It’s not intentional, it’s 
simply our reality.

This Year Last Year Budget % of 
Budget

Contribution Income 1,008,206    1,064,819    1,310,000    
Other Income 602,607       492,245       783,509       

Total Income 1,610,812$  1,557,065$  2,093,509$  77%

less:  Expenses 1,820,979    2,058,929    2,224,063    82%
Surplus (Deficit) (210,167)$    (501,864)$    (130,554)$    

Long-Term Debt Summary:
Long-Term Debt - Beginning of Fiscal Yr. 3,174,742    3,349,370    
Increase (Decrease) (103,354)      (96,378)        
Long-Term Debt - End of June 3,071,388$  3,252,992$  

June Year-to-Date - Fiscal Year 2016

Trinity Financial Update

Kate’s and my constant reminder and 
commitment is to give in full faith that 
God’s plan is bigger and better than our 
own. And when we give back to God, 
God will always take care of us.

Most likely in the last month or so you 
have received an update from Trinity 
letting you know how much you have 
contributed to our community over 
the past year. As a member of not only 
our community at Trinity but also the 
Stewardship team, I would encourage 
you to make sure that if you made a 
pledge last year that you are up-to-date 
with your giving by the end of Trin-
ity’s fiscal year, which is August 31. If 
you didn’t make a pledge last year and 
you’re figuring out whether you can 
contribute, should contribute or will 
contribute, I’ll ask you this question, 
“Are you supporting your community 
to the best of your abilities or could you 
do a better job? I know that Kate and I 
can always do a better job and we aim 
to increase our giving again in the next 
year. Even though we’re not where we 
want to be (contributing to Trinity) we 
would rather take small steps towards 
supporting our community to reach our 
goal rather than take no steps at all.

This month I encourage you to be 
honest with yourself and ask the tough 
question, “Am I giving it all to God 
or am I trying to control my reality?” 
We all know where we are and where 
we need to be. I ask you, just like I ask 
myself and my family to trust God and 
put faith first.

By Zachary Lee
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GLOW is a group of Trinity women of 
any age who love to experience active 

outdoor adventures while growing 
spiritually and making new friends.

God Loving Outdoor Women

Evening Bike Rides 
2nd Tuesday of the Month at 
6:30p.m. (Through September) 
Brown’s Creek & Gateway Trails 
August 9: Maple Island Brewery
Explore the new Brown’s Creek 
State Trail and the Gateway Trail by 
bike.  We will meet at the Brown’s 
Creek Park parking lot at the corner 
of Neal and McKusick at 6:30 p.m.  
We will bike for 1-1/2 hours, and 
then meet at 8 p.m. for fellowship 
at the location listed above. We 
typically bike between 8-16 miles. 
Activity level is moderate to 
strenuous.
Please feel free to join us just for 
fellowship! August 9: Maple Island 
Brewery, (We apologize these 
dates were misprinted in the GLOW 
brochure.)
Please RSVP to Sandy Weber at 
stillweber@hotmail.com or Lizann 
Skelton at lizannskelton@hotmail.
com. (In the event of rain, we will 
cancel to those that have RSVP’d 
and look forward to the following 
month.)

Stroll Around Lake Harriet 
Saturday, August 13 at 9 a.m.
Enjoy a beautiful summer Saturday 
morning walking around Lake Harriet. 
Distance is approximately 3 miles. We 
will meet at the Trinity parking lot at 
9 a.m. and carpool to Minneapolis.  
We will enjoy the beautiful Rose 
Gardens after our walk, and then have 
lunch at a nearby restaurant TBD. 
Activity level mild.
Please RSVP to Sandy at sandy.
wendt@courts.state.mn.us

Fall Book Study: Sacred 
Pathways by Gary Thomas
Mondays, October 3, 10, 17, 
November 7 & 14, 7-8 p.m.
Home of Laura Holmes
Sacred Pathways unfolds nine distinct 
spiritual temperaments—their traits, 
strengths, and pitfalls. Illustrated with 
examples from the Bible and from 
the author’s life experiences, each 
one suggests an approach to loving 
God through a distinctive journey 
of adoration. Sacred Pathways will 
help you discover the route you were 
made to travel, marked by growth 
and filled with the riches of a close 
walk with God. 
Books will be available at a discount 
at Valley Bookseller. Registration will 
be limited to 20 women.
For more information or to sign 
up, please contact Laura Holmes at 
mslaurabeth@comcast.net.

Fall Wellness Weekend Retreat 
at Audubon Center of the North 
Woods in Sandstone, MN 
October 7-9  
(Deadline to sign-up is August 15!) 
Cost: $295/person 
Women of Trinity, imagine....the 
beauty of fall colors, the smell of 
fallen leaves, the sound of women’s 
laughter, the sound of silence. The 
ability to move, the choice to be 
still, the food set before you, the 
Centering Prayer at night.
The GLOW group invites all women 
for a fall wellness weekend. 
Register by August 15 for block of 
rooms for the women of Trinity. 
Cost includes: 6 meals, Keynote 
Speaker Friday evening, devotions 
and centering prayer with Pastor 
Stefanie throughout weekend, 
your choice of learning sessions 
(TBD). Past sessions included: 
Native American Nature Hike, Wall 
Climbing, Painting, Wine Making, 
Cooking with Herbs, etc.
Do as much or as little as you 
choose—tell your neighbor, bring 
a friend!
Register online at http://audubon-
center.org/event/www-fall16/ and 
in the box about roommates, enter 
“GLOW group.” Register by phone 
at 320-245-2648, please indicate 
you are with the GLOW group.

Questions? Please contact 
Kathy Horner at 651-484-4645 or 
jkhorner@centurylink.net.

We have been at work as the Call Committee since May 2, meeting with the 
Congregation Council and the synod to define our tasks. Our first assignment, the 
Ministry Site Profile (MSP), was completed and is being used by candidates to learn 
about Trinity Lutheran Church as they consider whether they would be a good fit 
for our congregation. The MSP was presented to the congregation and approved by 
the Congregation Council on June 23. We extend our thanks to the congregation 
and council for their support of the MSP.  

The MSP was submitted to the synod the last week in June and was accepted 
by the synod and posted on July 6. We then began to focus on the next exciting 
steps —receiving names of potential candidates from the synod and preparing 
for interviews and possible visits. A mock interview was held with a pastor in 
preparation for the interviews with our candidates. The synod provided the names 
of our first candidates near the end of July and interviews will be held throughout 
August and possibly September. We ask that you would continue to pray that 
God will guide and lead us as we move forward in our search for a lead pastor for 
Trinity Lutheran Church.

From the Call Committee...
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The music ministry at Trinity honors 
the rich musical heritage of the 
Lutheran church as well as looking to 
the future of music in worship, with 
an emphasis on congregational singing 
led by strong choirs, instrumentalists, 
worship band, organ and piano. I have 
said it before and I will say it again—we 
truly have a “place for everyone in the 
choir!” From kindergarten onward we 
welcome you to make music at Trinity. 
Men and women, young and old, 
professional musicians and amateurs, all 
who love to perform music, we can find 
a place for you.

With this article I am especially inviting 
you to join a choir! Our mission is to 
lead worship on Sunday mornings and 
for festival worship. My goal, and the 
goal of other directors, is to take you 
to a place, through music, that enriches 
your life as well as the life of Trinity.

It is known that singing in a choir is 
a surefire way of feeling good. When 
you sing, musical vibrations move 
through you, altering your physical and 
emotional landscape. Group singing, 
for those who have done it, is the most 
exhilarating and transformative of all. 
You really should come try it—or come 
back to it if you have been away from it 
since high school or choir.

By Carol Carver,  Worship Director

W O R S H I P  M I N I S T R I E S

But, we not only sing, ring or play 
together, we also laugh together (a lot), 
we cry together, we eat together (at 
communion and every other time it is 
possible), and we celebrate together.  
But anyone who has ever sung in a 
choir already knows it’s about more 
than hanging out with friends. Group 
singing is a perfect case of the whole 
being greater than the sum of its parts. 
For entirely non-magical reasons—
such as the averaging out of flat and 
sharp voices—a choir can sound far 
better than its individual members’ 
talents might suggest. The result is self-
transcendence: the thing only works 
on a level bigger than oneself. “As long 
as I’m singing,” writes Stacy Horn in 
Imperfect Harmony, her memoir of 
singing in a Manhattan amateur choir, 

Worship Texts
Listed below are the scripture 
texts that will be used on the 
Sunday listed to prepare the 
message for worship.

August 7 
Job 38:25-27, 41:1-8, 42:1-17

August 14 
Colossians 3:15-17

August 21 
Luke 11:2-4 
Lord’s Prayer

August 28 
Luke 11:2-4 
Lord’s Prayer

“it’s as if I’m inhabiting another reality. 
I become temporarily suspended in a 
world where everything bad is bearable, 
and everything good feels possible.” 
There are worse ways to spend an 
evening.

Again, our choirs are open to all.  There 
is a choir for you from kindergarten 
through adulthood. There is a 
commitment —to rehearse, to do the 
very best we can—but it is a good 
commitment that reaps benefits for the 
singer and our congregation—and it is 
quite flexible. No contract involved.

I sincerely hope you feel encouraged to 
join a choir—or to send your child to 
choir—we will be looking for you! And 
remember—it is good for your health.

Trinity Choir  
The Trinity Choir is open to singers from high school age upward. The choir 
rehearses on Wednesday from 7-8:30 p.m. in the choir room and worship 
center. Rehearsals begin on August 31. This choir sings most Sundays at 
9 am worship, sings a wide repertoire, and often participates in special 
concerts and festival worship. We will open the year singing with our friend 
from New York City, Roosevelt Credit. For information contact Carol Carver at 
ccarver@trinitylc.org. 

Sine Nomine Singers 
This choir open to young women in Junior and Senior High and rehearses 
prior to singing for worship or festivals approximately four to six times per 
year. For information contact Carol Carver at ccarver@trinitylc.org.

Children’s Choir 
The Trinity Children’s Choir program teaches singing, worship and faith 
formation as well as many of those non-tangible things that make up a sound 
education. The choir is under the direction of master teachers/musicians 
Sonia Esch and Jane Strauman and is open to children in grades K-6. The 
choir rehearses from 5-5:45 p.m. on Wednesdays and sings in worship 
approximately once a month. Rehearsals begin on September 14. You are 
encouraged to sign-up online at the Trinity website. For more information 
contact Sonia Esch at wisokiwi@msn.com.

Jubilate Bells—open to ringers of all abilities. Rehearses Monday evening 
from 6-7 p.m. This choir plays in worship approximately once a month. For 
information contact Debi Orff at dorff@kw.com.
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C A R E  M I N I S T R I E S

Jessa Hope and Jaelynn Rose Nousiainen 
are twin sisters born on July 5, 2015, 
prematurely at 23 weeks and 2 days 
gestation. Jessa was 1 lb. 3 oz. and 11 3/4 
inches tall. Jaelynn was 1 lb. 2 oz. and 12 
1/4 inches tall. 

Happy birthday to these miracle babies 
our congregation has been praying for 
since their birth!
– Zanny Johnson

Summer 
Movie Mavens!
On Tuesday afternoon we will gather 
at church and carpool to the latest 
matinee. Sign up in the Church 
Office by the Monday before. We 
will tell you the gathering time and 
movie when you sign up.

August 23

Open to all ladies. Contact 
Zanny for more information at 
zjohnson@trinitylc.org.

Pictured (with permission) are the kitchen cupboards of one of our saints:  
Kay Handevidt. Kay, age 94, is a long-time member of Trinity and was 
our church organist for 20 years (1955-1975).  Kay’s faith and devotion is 
evidenced by her cheerful disposition, her faithful watching of the many 
church services in Stillwater via the Valley Access channel, and the many 

many reminders of scripture, prayers and devotions around her kitchen sink!

May we, like Kay, be reminded of God’s love, grace and provision for us! We love you, Kay.
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Hospitality
“Gratefulness is the gallantry 
of a heart ready to rise to the 

opportunity the moment offers.”  
– Brother David Steindl-Rast

This moment offers many 
opportunities for hospitality at 
Trinity—ushers, greeters, bakers, 
and Communion servers.

Warm thanks to everyone who 
has served for the first time and 
to those who have served often. 
A special welcome to all who 
have never served in one of these 
roles. May your hearts rise to this 
opportunity.

At Church: 
Aug 7: 5 ushers, outside greeters 
Aug 14: 6 ushers, inside & outside 
greeters  
Aug 21: 6 ushers, outside greeters  
Aug 28: 6 ushers, inside & outside 
greeters 
Sept 4: 5 ushers

At the Drive-in: 
Aug 7: lead usher & 6 other ushers 
Aug 28: 6 ushers 
Sept 4: 5 ushers 
Treats every Sunday

Contact Ann Wolff to usher, greet, 
or serve Communion!

Ann Wolff       
651-260-3855 (cell) 
 wolff701@msn.com

Valley Outreach Volunteers Needed 
Monday, Aug. 15; Wednesday, Aug. 17 and Friday, Aug. 19, 
from 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 16 from 4:30–7:30 p.m. 
Summer is a difficult time for those with not enough food and with kids home from 
school. You can help by volunteering at the Valley Outreach Food Shelf. If you can 
help on any of the above dates, please contact Kathy Hagen at 651-426-7176 or 
sprucehaagen@comcast.net.

And remember you can always bring non-perishable food items to the Drive-in or to 
the bin by the 4th Street doors at Trinity.

Watch for Community Sing & Pray for 
Peace at Trinity later this month. The vigil 
is in collaboration with faith communities 
in the St. Croix Valley and is in response 
to our shared struggle with violent events 
here and around our world.

Community Sing & Pray for Peace
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See you ….. in September
Even though I haven’t been in school for a long time, for me, 
September marks the beginning of a new year.  September is 
the other January.  January is the official start of the new year, 
but September also gives the same feeling of a clean slate and 
new beginnings. The air seems charged with possibility and 
renewal. 

And oh, the plans we have for September (and beyond) at 
Trinity!

I sincerely encourage you to clear your calendar, at least on 
the weekends, and plan to be at church. 

Sunday, September 11 is the day we all come back to the 
Stillwater campus. Worship at 9 and 10:30 a.m.—the choir, 
the band, everyone will be back in place. AND, we will 
have a very special preacher that day. Her name is Barbara 
Lundblad, and she is my dear friend as well as a fabulous 
preacher/speaker. We graduated together from Augustana 
College, Rock Island, IL – she was the homecoming queen—
but my sorority won the home coming sing! For over twenty 
years she has been one of the preachers on the radio program 
“Day1” (formerly “The Protestant Hour”). She has preached 
in hundreds of congregations across the United States and 
has given lectures at many seminaries in this country and 
Canada, as well as a Lutheran World Federation conference 
in Buenos Aires. A frequent speaker at the Festival of 
Homiletics, her 2008 lecture, “Jeremiah, Martin and Me,” 
challenged preachers to confront the realities of racism in 
the U.S. Barbara She has taught preaching at Yale Divinity 
School, Princeton Theological Seminary, Hebrew Union 
College, and in the D.Min. program of the Association of 
Chicago Theological Schools as well as at Union Theological 
Seminary in NYC, where she was the Joe R. Engle professor 
of preaching. Her teaching interests include preaching in 
partnership with the congregation, preaching and social 
transformation, new forms of preaching, and preaching as an 
integral part of worship. I could go on and on about Barbara. 
I will just say, she is by far, the best preacher I have ever 
heard, bar none. Note that she will be preaching at Trinity on 
September 11—the 15th anniversary of 9/11—at which time 
she was living and working in NYC. 

Saturday and Sunday, September 17 and 18 we will 
celebrate our life together with a concert, a ministry fair, and 
a bevy of activities on the Trinity lawn. Roosevelt André 
Credit, our dear friend from NYC will be with us to perform 
a full concert and lead worship. (Remember when Roo was 
with us on Palm Sunday in 2014?) Roosevelt’s profound 
and spirited performances have served to shape his career 
both nationally and internationally as a bass /baritone.  
Roosevelt was featured as a “Fisherman” in the 2012 Tony 
Award Winning and Grammy Nominated Production of 
The Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess on Broadway. The following 
year he toured with the production across the county. He 

A September 
September 11

Barbara Lundblad

September 17 & 18
Roosevelt Credit
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 to Remember

To make the Sept. 17-18 event possible, you are invited to become a sponsor. A sponsorship is 
$100 and includes two tickets to the concert, name in the program, front row(s) center seating 
and a reception with Roosevelt following the concert (this would be worth $100 to me!). If you 
are interested in being a part of this group, contact Carol Carver at ccarver@trinitylc.org or 
651-439-7400 (ext. 307). 

Sponsors!

September 25
Justin Grimm

September 28
Agape

has performed on and off Broadway, playing several roles 
in the Tony Award winning and national touring companies 
of Harold Prince’s Show Boat. He is a bigger than life 
personality who lives the gospel story through his music and 
life. Saturday evening’s concert will be a ticketed event. You 
can purchase tickets online or in the Church Office. Tickets 
are priced at $20 each/$50 for any size family/and $15 for 
students or seniors. 

Sunday morning we will celebrate new beginnings with one 
grand worship service at 10 a.m. out on the lawn—tents will 
be set up—food trucks will be on site—Roo will be under 
the worship tent—and all areas of our ministry together will 
be represented. Children are expected and welcomed with 
activities planned for them as well. Rain or shine this event 
will happen, as we have the blessing of being inside incase the 
weather decides not to cooperate. 

The final weekend of September will be equally as rich. On 
September 25 we will welcome The Rev. Justin Grimm, 
Director for Evangelical Mission, Assistant to the Bishop 
for Next Generation Ministries of the St. Paul Area Synod 
of the ELCA as preacher. In this position Pastor Grimm 
coordinates congregational development, including new and 
existing congregations, through the formation of mission 
strategies that include collaboration among congregations 
and ministries; assists the bishop and others in mission 
development of the synod’s Young Adult Initiatives to 
promote lives of faith and service in the rising generation; 
works with local synodical leaders in the identification of new 
mission opportunities; cooperates with ISAIAH and other 
faith-based organizations to undertake, when appropriate, 
church-based community organizing to engage congregations 
and neighborhoods; serves as the staff liaison to the several 
work groups within the Committee on Public Witness and 
helps to connect efforts between the work groups and other 
mission strategies.

And to round out the month, AGAPE (Dave Scherer) will 
bring a hip hop message to youth of all ages, their families 
and all the people of Trinity on Wednesday evening, 
September 28 at 6:15 pm. Combining rapping, dancing, 
storytelling and his fluency in Spanish, AGAPE connects 
with his listeners in a way that they really “get it.” His energy 
is contagious, and his stories of faith transcend differences. 
Even those who do not normally enjoy hip-hop, find 
themselves dancing to his music and captivated by his unique 
presentation of the Gospel. AGAPE brings an authentic 
approach by translating the theological depth of his seminary 
training into simple songs and stories that can be understood 
by every listener. His passion is to bring together people of 
all backgrounds and let them know about God’s love for the 
whole world. This is “AGAPE”! 

All in all we hope you will find September a month to 
connect or reconnect with Trinity, find your place in the 
proverbial choir, and find the joy of, as Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
calls it, “life together.”  – Carol Carver
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In the game of bridge, when the dummy 
lays down his hand, he is supposed to 
say “Good luck, partner.” The declarer is 
supposed to respond with, “Thank you, 
partner.” In online bridge games, this is 
shortened to glp and typ. The important 
thing is that it is said on every deal. Not 
saying thank you partner could tip off the 
opponents that there is a problem.

“In everything, give thanks.” 
(I Thessalonians 5:18) The Bible doesn’t 

FORTRINITYBRIDGE
tell us to give thanks for everything, but 
in every circumstance. It may be easy in 
a friendly game of bridge to say thank 
you, no matter what, but it’s certainly not 
always easy in life. We do our best—with 
God’s help and with the support of each 
other.

Join us for a friendly morning of bridge, 
August 1st and the first Monday of every 
month, 8:45 a.m.-Noon, in the Garden 
Room. Coffee is provided. No reservations 

If you are a fan of great conversation 
and good food then Food for Thought 
is for you! This year’s suggested dates 
are Saturdays November 12, January 
21, March 4, and April 8. We gather in 
private homes with each couple/pair 
preparing a part of the meal—recipes 
are provided. Each couple/pair hosts 
one of the four dinners for 3 other 
couples/pairs throughout the months 
so each time we meet you are with 
different people. It’s a fun way to meet 
new friends or spend time with old 
friends while sharing your faith over 
the dinner table. Watch for registration 
information in the September Trinity 
Today or contact Glenda Bjorum at 
bjorumsing@aol.com or 651-439-8521 
if you have questions. Plan to join Food 
For Thought and enjoy wonderful 
Christian fellowship!

or advance notice is necessary; just came 
when you can. All levels of bridge players 
are welcome.

For more information about Bridge Table 
Manners visit www.bridgebum.com. Our 
group has renamed itself “Bridge Bums 
for Trinity!”

Thank you, partners—partners in bridge 
and partners in the mission and ministry 
of Trinity.

Time to Consider Joining Food for Thought!

Table Manners
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O U T R E A C H  M I S S I O N S  B O A R D

Update 
By Renae Oswald-Anderson 

This is the season of lazy days at the 
lake, time in our gardens, ball games, 
and enjoying time outdoors in God’s 
creation. For many of us, it is a time 
of abundance and ideally a less hectic 
schedule. For others, and particularly 
for our neighbors in need, summer 
often takes on greater challenges.

Who can I find to watch my children 
when I am working now that school is 
out? The grocery bill is skyrocketing as 
my children are not at school receiving 
free and reduced lunches. Where are 
free activities for children? My utility 
bill is increasing when running fans or 
air conditioning.

This scenario is playing out here in 
the valley as well as with one of our 
partner congregations; Bethlehem 
Midway. At our May missions 
board meeting we had the privilege 
of meeting with Kay Kuehn, the 
Executive Director of Open Hands 
Midway, which is the outreach 
ministry of Bethlehem Midway and 
organized as a separate nonprofit 
corporation.

The Mission Statement of Open 
Hands Midway is: To Serve the 
St. Paul Midway and surrounding 
area by leveraging contributors’ gifts 
in providing a means for those who 
are economically challenged to obtain 
nutritious meals, clothing, household 
goods, groceries and personal supplies, 
along with access to an array of 
community resources.

The missions board approved and sent 
$2,000 to Open Hands Midway as 
part of the final 2015 Lutefisk Dinner 
proceeds. During the summer, there 
are children’s activities (Kid’s Club) 
which runs through August 4th and 
a Wednesday noon meal in addition 
to the Monday noon meal. Kay needs 
additional help and can be reached at 
651-646-6549, Ext 12 if interested in 
volunteering. Ask Trinity members, 
Mikki Johnson or Missions Board 
member, Marlene Harty as they are 
frequent volunteers at Bethlehem 
about their positive experience. The 

values and beliefs of Open Hands 
(listed below) also resonates with our 
companion congregation in Mwatasi.

• Everyone is welcome.
• Love changes people.
•  Everyone has gifts to share.
• All things are possible.

You may recall that in a recent column 
Michelle Hermansen shared a letter she 
wrote to the congregation. Here is their 
letter back to Trinity. (insert letter)

Blessings to each of you near and far!

Blessings to all,
District Pastor
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AUGUST 
1-5 VBS! If you are interested in volunteering for VBS, please contact Kelsey
3 @ Trinity Green Space
10*  @ the Drive-In: Camp Out! 7 p.m. – 9 a.m. (details to come as the date approaches)
17  @ Washington Square Park (dress for kickball!) & Nelson’s Ice Cream
24 No River
31 No River

SEPTEMBER 
7  @ Fall River returns to the Youth Room at Trinity (7:30–9 p.m.)

7-8:30 p.m. Wednesdays
*On this date The River runs 
from 7-11 p.m.

The River is about
experiencing Jesus 

through genuine 
friendship, and 

exploring relevant 
issues of 

life and faith.

2016
Summer 
Schedule

FRIENDS are WELCOME!

Drive-In Directions: Cross the lift bridge to WI.  

Stay on Hwy 35/WI-64; Drive-In is on the right.   

Questions? Contact: Kelsey Crusinberry,  

Sr. High Ministries Director, 

kcrusinberry@trinitylc.org, cell: 612.723.7336

the River on 
Facebook

the River 
on Twitter

Grades 9–12

C H I L D R E N ,  Y O U T H  &  F A M I L I E S

Summer camp photos from Wilderness Canoe Base for kids who completed Grades 9-12 and 
WAPO One-day Camp for kids who completed kindergarten and first grade.



13August 2016 • trinity.today.

Tour of the Minnesota Air Guard Museum
Tuesday,  October 11 

(Must sign up by August 26!)
Meet at Trinity at 9 a.m. to carpool for 10 a.m. tour  

Cost: $5 tax-deductible donation

Event questions? 
Contact Gene Ecker at gene.ecker@gmail.com

RETIRED MEN

Located on the active Minnesota Air National Guard 
Base at Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport, 
the Minnesota Air Guard Museum is an authorized 
USAF Air Park of the 133rd Airlift Wing.

The Minnesota Air National Guard Museum is home 
to one of the largest displays of military aircraft in 
the five state area. The 21 aircraft displayed includes 
fighters, cargo planes, helicopters, and utility 
aircraft used by the US military from pre-WWII to 
present day. In the hangars are displays of ejections 
seats, flight simulators, jet and piston engines, 
plus weaponry from WWI to present day.  Also on 
display are ancillary artifacts, historical documents, 
photographs, manuscripts and books. There are 
also Doolittle and Tuskegee Airmen exhibits.

All participants must provide security information 
in advance to attend. Security information is 
needed by FRIDAY, AUGUST 26! You may turn in the 
form below to the Church Office, or if you prefer, 
call or e-mail Gene Ecker with your information at 
gene.ecker@gmail.com or 651-323-0777.

VOLUNTEERSPOTLIGHT
Huge thanks to Kathy Hagen, Lynn Schurrer 
and Joanne Brown for giving our Office 
Conference Room a much-needed coat (or 
two) of fresh paint. The paint is a cutom 
color courtesy of the Washington County 
Environmental Center–Free Product Room. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
First Name, Middle Name, Last Name

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Driver’s License Number

_________________________________________________________
Date of Birth (Month/Day/Year)

Retired Men’s Group Event  
Tour of the Minnesota Air Guard Museum 

Tuesday,  October 11 
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W O R S H I P

W O R S H I P

O P P O R T U N I T I E S

A T T E N D A N C E

June 26
Drive-in ... 271
Church .... 145 

July 3
Drive-in ... 232 
Church ...... 91

July 10
Drive-in ... 139 
Church ...... 99

July 17
Drive-in ... 180 
Church ...... 96

July 24
Drive-in ... 236 
Church .... 131

Sunday Worship 
Memorial Day weekend through 
Labor Day weekend

 9 a.m. 9 a.m. 
 at the Drive-In at Church

Watch Worship on Valley Access 
Channel 18
Wednesdays: 1 p.m., 7 p.m.
Thursdays: 1 a.m., 7 a.m.
Fridays: 4 p.m., 10 p.m.
Saturdays: 9 a.m.
Sundays: 11 a.m.

S Y M P A T H Y
• Family and friends of 

Peggy Houston.

• Family and friends of 
Diane “Dee” Nelson.

B A P T I S M S

• Chloe Jean Horning, daughter of 
Matthew Horning & Sara Path

• Axel Steven Frokjer, son of 
Mitchell Frokjer & Danielle Porras

• Dominic Alex Bosmoe, son of 
Michael Bosmoe & Jamie Riedel

• Brita Noelle Gossai, daughter of 
Nathan & Krista Gossai

• Eliette Arlene Barr, daughter of 
Christopher & Samantha Barr

Trinity’s Make a Meal Ministry provides 
meals to folks during times when a little 
extra help and support is needed. We 
are in need of some meals this summer! 
If you can contribute, please sign up at: 
https://mealtrain.com/2g40o7

For more information on the Make a Meal 
Ministry (MMM!), please contact Zanny 
Johnson at zjohnson@trinitylc.org.

MMM!
Make a Meal Ministry
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C A L E N D A R  A U G U S T  1 - 3 1 ,  2 0 1 6

 Monday, August 1  
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8:45 a.m. Bridge for Trinity: Garden Room
 9 a.m. VBS (Trinity & Our Savior’s):  
  Our Savior’s Lutheran
 1:30 p.m. Commodity Food Distribution:  
  Valley Outreach
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
Tuesday, August 2
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 9 a.m. VBS (Trinity & Our Savior’s):  
  Our Savior’s Lutheran 
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library
 Wednesday, August 3 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m. VBS (Trinity & Our Savior’s):  
  Our Savior’s Lutheran 
 7 p.m. The River (Completed Gr. 9-12):  
  @Trinity Green Space
Thursday, August 4
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m. VBS (Trinity & Our Savior’s):  
  Our Savior’s Lutheran 
 2 p.m. Healing Hearts Group: Room 108B
Friday, August 5
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m. VBS (Trinity & Our Savior’s):  
  Our Savior’s Lutheran
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B
 Saturday, August 6
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall
 Sunday, August 7
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion: Worship Center
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion: Drive-In,  
  Houlton, WI
 Monday, August 8 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
Tuesday, August 9 – Primary Election in Gym
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 10 a.m. Good Samaritan Sr. Communion
 10:45 a.m. Greeley Sr. Communion
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m. GLOW Evening Bike Ride: Meet at  
  Brown’s Creek Park
Wednesday, August 10 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 9:30 a.m. Boutwell’s Landing Senior Communion
 1 p.m. Oakridge Apts. Senior Communion 
 7 p.m. The River (Completed Gr. 9-12):  
  Overnight Campout @Drive-in
Thursday, August 11 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 1:30 p.m. Dorcas Circle: Members’ Homes

Friday, August 26
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B
 Saturday, August 27 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall
Sunday, August 28 
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion: Worship Center
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion: Drive-In,  
  Houlton, WI
Monday, August 29  
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Lead Pastor Call Committee:  
  Living Room 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
Tuesday, August 30
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library
 Wednesday, August 31 – No River 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library

15

Friday, August 12 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B
Saturday, August 13
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall
 Sunday, August 14
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion: Worship Center
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion: Drive-In,  
  Houlton, WI
Monday, August 15
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 4 p.m. Congregational Council Meeting:  
  Office Conference Room
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Lead Pastor Call Committee:  
  Living Room 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
Tuesday, August 16
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library
Wednesday, August 17 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 10:15 a.m. Linden Senior Communion 
 7 p.m. The River (Completed Gr. 9-12):  
  @Washington Square Park
 Thursday, August 18
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
Friday, August 19
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B
Saturday, August 20
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall
Sunday, August 21 
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion: Worship Center
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion: Drive-In,  
  Houlton, WI
Monday, August 22
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Lead Pastor Call Committee:  
  Living Room 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library
Tuesday, August 23
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library
Wednesday, August 24 – No River 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10:30 a.m. Oak Park Living Senior Communion
 11:30 a.m. Supporting Women as Professionals  
  (SWAP): Off-site 
 1 p.m. Caring Friends Planning Meeting:  
  Narthex
 Thursday, August 25 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Knitting Ministry: Narthex

.

PLEASE NOTE
In the event of severe weather at 
the drive-in, please check facebook 
for updates. 

Worship Memorial Day through 
Labor Day: 
Sundays at 9 a.m. at the Drive-in 
& 9 a.m. at Church

 Trinity Lutheran Church
 in Stillwater, MN



Periodical
Postage Paid at
Stillwater, MN 
55082-0339

115 N. Fourth Street • Box 339 
Stillwater, MN 55082 • 651-439-7400

 l o v e . t r a n s f o r m . s e r v e .

T R I N I T Y

TODAY

Wednesday Learning 
and ALL Confirmation 

begins Sept. 28
Sunday School  
begins Oct. 2

Time to register!

Online Registration now open for fall! 
www.trinitylc.org > then select Register > then select 2016-17 Children and Youth Ministry

Sunday School  
$35: Age 4-Grade 2;  9-10 a.m.,  
Sunday Mornings

Wednesday Learning 
 $50: Grades 3-6;  6:15-7:30 p.m.,  
Wednesday Evenings

Confirmation  
$100: Grades 7, 8, 9;  6:15-7:30 p.m.,  
Wednesday Evenings

You can also sign up for Children’s Choirs!


