
 

Culture is EVERYTHING... 
 

USA! USA!...golf fan or not, I hope you had at least a little time this past weekend to watch the Ryder 

Cup. As an avid golf fan, I really look forward to the RC weekend every two years. It is the rare weekend 

where members of an individual sport come together and compete as a team.  

If you are unfamiliar with the Ryder Cup, let me begin by telling you there has been great unhappiness 

with the performance of American teams over the past 10 years. An event once completely dominated 

by the United States had recently witnessed the European team win eight out of the last 10 Ryder 

Cups...something that has not set well with American players and fans alike. The Red, White and Blue 

responded by assembling a “task force” to evaluate the process by which players were selected as well as 

the lack of cohesiveness among team members that seemed to be dividing the team. As a fan who has 

watched nearly every Ryder Cup since I was a kid, I can attest that the European side seemingly always 

cared more, gelled more and celebrated more. That all changed this weekend… 

The Americans were noticeably more intense, more passionate and certainly more selfless than years 

past. Every interview involved team members reiterating the same message…”I just want to do my job to 

help the team”….”This is a team...all I care about is helping us win”...even the great Tiger Woods (who 

was a vice captain) said “We were a team. Whether I was playing or not, I was part of a team and our 

team won.” 

Watching this weekend showed the power of a “team first culture.” For the first time in a while, NO-

BODY cared who got the credit, or interviews or extra attention on the United States side. All of them 

simply put their focus into what they could do to help with the team. Each person had a different role 

and they all individually starred in those roles. It was a BRILLIANT performance and a perfect example of 

what a selfless attitude can do. Each person got to be a part of something bigger than themselves and it 

led to a major celebration. Being a part of something like that must have been a thrilling ride!  

What a great lesson for a coach, player or parent...put your personal interest aside and forget about 

what YOU could gain by performing well. Focus on what your contribution could do for the team...that is 

something you will never forget! I know these American golfers feel pretty good about their “buying in” 

this Monday morning…. 

42 days until the first practice!  

Happy Swishes, 

Coach Clough 
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OCTOBER TIPS 

What C.A.N.I.  
Do to improve? 

Practice shooting from one foot, 

rather than from greater distanc-

es. Unless you shoot with the 

proper technique, practicing from 

great distances distorts your shot. 

Improper practice makes your 

shot worse. Practice from one foot 

while you develop your shot. 

 

All Great Players Are Great Ath-

letes. The most important thing 

you can do to improve your game 

is to become a good athlete. The 

stronger and faster you are, the 

better you will play. Achieve this 

goal through conditioning and 

weight training.  
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1st Annual Rockford Hoops “Hardwood Hysteria” 

MIDDLE SCHOOL OPEN 

GYM!!!!!!              

October 10th and October 17th 

5:00-7:00 PM  

@ FRESHMAN CENTER 

GET THERE! GET BETTER!  

WHAT: Season Tip Off  Event  

WHERE: North Rockford Middle School  

  Max Capacity = 900 THIS WILL SELL OUT! 

COST:  $5.00 

WHY: To Kickoff  the 2016-17 Boys Basketball Season 

 

Schedule of  Events 

6:00  Doors Open (9th grade open practice) 

6:20  Opening Remarks from Coach Clough 

6:30  Alumni Scrimmage 

7:15  2016-17 Rockford Basketball Team Introductions 

7:30  JV/Varsity Scrimmage 

 

Miscellaneous Items 

 Full Concession Stand 

 Live Silent Auction 

 50/50 Raffle 

 2016-17 Rockford Basketball Apparel on Sale 

 Recognition of  Middle School Teams 

 Recognition of  2016-17 Lady Rams Basketball Team 

 Half  Time and Pre Game Contests for Fans 

 Player Autographs and Pictures Before Scrimmage 

 Coach Clough “mic’ed up” 

Saturday, November 19th @ NRMS 

Alumni Game Information: 

Who: Any former player who finished 

 varsity career in good standing 

When: Saturday, November 19th (part of 

 1st annual “Hardwood Hysteria) 

Cost: $20—includes team shirt and food 

 for participants 

Contact Coach Clough 

(kclough@rockfordschools.org) or Coach 

Ouellette (TOuellette@rockfordschools.org) 

to sign up. Deadline to register is Monday, 

November 14th.  First 24 players signed up 

are in! 

2016-17 Schedule  

11/19 Hardwood Hysteria (NRMS)  6pm 

11/26 Scrimmage vs. GRCC (H)  4pm 

12/2 Five Team Scrimmage (H)  6pm 

12/6 Grand Rapids Christian (A)  6pm 

12/9 Muskegon (H)                     7:30pm 

12/13 Spring Lake (H)                                 7:30pm 

12/17 Williamston (A Ottawa Hills)                    7:30pm 

12/28 Wayland (A Cornerstone U)      6pm 

12/30 TBD (A Cornerstone U)  TBD 

1/6 Hudsonville (A)   6pm 

1/13 West Ottawa (H)   6pm 

1/17 Grandville (H)                                   7:30pm 

1/20 Caledonia (A)   6pm 

1/24 Grand Haven (A)   6pm 

1/27 East Kentwood (A)   6pm 

2/3  Hudsonville (H)   6pm 

2/7 Traverse City Central (H)  6pm 

2/10 West Ottawa (A)   6pm 

2/14 Grandville (A)   7pm 

2/17 Caledonia (H)   6pm 

2/21 Grand Haven (H)                     7:30pm 

2/24 East Kentwood (H)                    7:30pm 

2/28 East Grand Rapids (H)                                 7:30pm 

3/6 District Qtrs (H)   TBD 

3/8 District Semis (H)   TBD 

3/10 District Finals (H)   TBD 

3/13 Regional Semis (TBD)  TBD 

3/15 Regional Finals (TBD)  TBD 

3/24 State Semi Finals (Breslin Center) TBD 

3/25 State Finals (Breslin Center)  TBD 

 



Ram Youth Program Adds Early Winter Opportunity... 
WHAT: Boys Youth Basketball Parent Meeting 

WHEN: Monday, October 10th @ 6:30 p.m. 

WHERE: Rockford High School Auditorium 

WHO:  All parents of boys in grades 3-8 interested in playing basketball 

WHY: To explain and inform on the new youth basketball program 

 

Nuts and Bolts: 
Travel basketball program for players in grades 3rd – 8th  

3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th – Starts end of October and runs through end of Febru-

ary 

Training Camp Dates: October 24, 25 and 27 

7th and 8th – Start in December and run through end of February 

Evaluation during & after MS season finishes in December  

Three-day training camp evaluation 

Each player will be thoroughly evaluated by a 12-person committee made up of Rockford Basketball coaches and other 

members of basketball family.  

Players will be evaluated in the areas of shooting, passing, dribbling, agility, defensive understanding and game perfor-

mance 

Two travel teams per grade level & Saturday Skill School Participants 

Players will be placed in one of the following levels. Nobody is “cut” 

“THE ROCK” - TEAM ORANGE  

Top 10 players from training camp evaluation 

“THE ROCK” - TEAM WHITE 

Players 11-20 from training camp evaluation 

SATURDAY SKILL SCHOOL STUDENTS (11/5, 11/12, 11/19, 12/3) 

Opportunity for all boys who do not make top 20 at evaluation to partake in skill development with Rock-

ford High School coaching staff. This opportunity allows players to work on their skills and prepare for 

upcoming Community Ed league after Christmas. Dribbling, passing, shooting and game experience 

will all be taught. 

Anticipated Cost: 

If chosen for Team Orange or Team White cost is TBD (dictated by final schedule) 

Includes: Reversible uniform, shooting shirt, facility usage and tournament/league entry fees from November 

through February 

If facilitated into Saturday Skill School = $40 

Includes: Four Saturdays of skill development, game play and Rockford Basketball T-Shirt 

Common questions to be answered at meeting: 

Why change?  

What if I have always just organized my own team and both players and parents are comfortable with that? 

Can I coach? What other ways can I be involved? 

What will the schedule look like? Practice? Games? Tournaments? 

Why only keep 20 kids to travel to tournaments or competitive leagues? 

What if my son is not one of the top 20? How will he get the attention and training he needs to improve? 

 



Follow us: 

Facebook 
Rockford Rams Boys Basketball  

Twitter 

@RockRamsHoops 

Instagram 

@RockRamsHoops  

Ram Hoops Coaches Corner 

Vol. 1, Issue 2 

Congrats to one of our own, Jes-

sie Van Fleet on being crowned 

Homecoming King 2016 for 

Rockford High School. #Stud 

Senior Forward, Jessie Van Fleet Named 

Homecoming King 2016! 

The 1st annual Rockford “Tough Players Win” conditioning competition will take 

place starting November 1st and running through November 10th. This condition-

ing program is open to any boys interested. The two weeks will be filled with a rig-

orous conditioning program developed to prepare players for the upcoming sea-

son. These workouts are non-sport specific and participants have an opportunity to 

be classified as a 3 star, 4 star or 5 star athlete.  

T.P.W. Conditioning Dates Set! 

Remember, shooting club runs through October 31st, 2016. Logs must 

be turned into coach Clough in order to be recognized. Keep pushing! 

Ram Shooting Club  
PROGRAM REMINDERS: 

Rockford Basketball Contacts 

Coach Clough 

kclough@rockfordschools.org 

Coach Ouellette 

touellette@rockfordschools.org 

Coach Wilson 

bwilson@rockfordschools.org 

Coach Fattal 

jfattal@rockfordschools.org 

Coach Gamm 

andy_gamm@hotmail.com 

Coach Carlson 

Thomas.carlson@charter.net 

www.rockfordbasketball.com 

*Know someone who wants to receive our monthly newsletter? Have 

them e-mail Coach Clough to subscribe. If you would like to be removed 

from our mailing list, please email “remove” to Coach Clough. Go Rams! 


