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36 Years After Its First Season in Minnesota, 4 Men,1 Woman To Be Honored as Exemplary Players/Leaders/ Referees 
AMERICAN BANDY ASSOCIATION ANNOUNCES SECOND ROUND OF UNITED STATES BANDY HALL OF FAME AWARDS NOVEMBER X AT THE RIVER ROOM/THE ASTER CAFÉ 
TWIN CITIES -- October 27, 2014 -- Move over new Wild and Wolves seasons, the World Series and ongoing college and NFL action. Bandy* wants a share of the sports spotlight for its 2016 Hall of Fame Awards. The semi-obscure sport combining ice hockey and soccer that is played today by both men and women will honor its own again with an induction ceremony into the United States Hall of Fame in the Twin Cities. The induction is only second for the Bandy Hall of Fame after it was established in 2014.

The American Bandy Association will induct four area Minnesota men and one woman into the USA Bandy Hall of Fame on November 7  at 7:00 p.m., at the historic River Room, in the Aster Cafe (125 Main Street SE, Minneapolis, MN 55414).  The USA Bandy Hall of Fame is  officially housed at the John Rose Oval in Roseville, home of the U.S. Elite Outdoor Bandy League and the training site for the U.S. Bandy team. The induction ceremony is free and open to the public. Bandy players from all eras are especially invited to attend. 

The new class of inductees includes Steve “Jex” Jecha, Tim Roth, Nancy Nelson and Steve Nelson who are being recognized for their outstanding championship play, officiating and for establishing youth Bandy leagues that are flourishing today. All honorees contributed heavily as the sport grew in Minnesota from its opening season in 1980. The U.S. Bandy team made its first international appearance in 1981 and now  participates annually in the Bandy World Cup Tournament, held in various European  countries. 

More About the New Bandy Hall of Fame Inductees (See full Biographies below)
· Steve “Jex” Jecha  -- the only player in World Championship history to have competed both as a skater and as a goalie -- can truly be called the most versatile Bandy player in the world.  He played for the US National Team in six World Championships, the first three as a fullback and the last three as the USA goalkeeper, including 2010, after an 11 year hiatus. In the meantime, he became a high scoring forward in the US Indoor League.  Steve was excellent at each position he played. He remains. Since 2012, he also has been a true leader in developing the USA Youth  Bandy program.
· Tim Roth -- Bandy's most revered official -- has refereed more than 1,600 Bandy matches as well as virtually every indoor and outdoor North American Bandy Cup game.  He has always reffed under the most important concept for Bandy, “It is a gentleman’s game.”  He has been a major part of the game's history and growth of U.S. Bandy and is the sport's most accomplished and respected referee ever.
· Nancy Nelson -- The Architect of youth Bandy (aka Bandy Mama)  -- saw her first Bandy game in 1976 when she spent her junior year of college studying in Vasteras, Sweden.  In the 1980s she was introduced to U.S. Bandy by her college classmates at Gustavus, Chris Middlebrook and Chris Halden.  In 1994 she jumped head first into U.S. Bandy when her middle son, Jon, began playing youth Bandy at the Guidant John Rose Oval. In 1996 she helped lead the first U.S. youth Bandy trip to Sweden and in 1998 Nancy became the leader and driving force in the development and growth of youth Bandy in the United States -- including raising substantial funds to keep the John Oval rink in operation. 
· Steve “Nellie” Nelson -- third highest scorer ever in World Championship play -- began his exemplary Bandy career in a trial by fire.  His first ever game on the big ice came against legendary Swedish Club Boltic in the 1996 SJ World Cup.  He was a natural, making his U.S. National Team debut only three months later in the 1997 World Championship in Vasteras, Sweden where he scored his first U.S. goal against Norway.  Nellie did not stop scoring and over the next 14 years he played in 10 more World Championships, capping his National Team career in Moscow, Russia in 2010 by scoring against Canada in his final match.  In doing so Nellie became the 3rd highest scorer ever in World Championship history with 76 points!
· Rick Handy -- Four-time U.S. Champ and Eight-Time North American Cup Champion -- began his USA Bandy career in 1989 and by March 1990 Haney joined the U.S. National Team. Over the course of the next 26 years Haney became a force in the U.S. Bandy League and a key player for the National Team.  Haney’s skating ability and endurance were unparalleled which when combined with his ice vision and intelligence (Haney is a Harvard grad) helped propel USA Bandy to a higher level. He also holds two world records unlikely to ever be broken --  20 World Championships and 111 World Championship matches as a player .
 “This year's Hall of Fame candidates would be deserving of the honor in any sport, given their huge individual accomplishments and collective contributions to the game of Bandy, both on and off the ice," says Christopher Middlebrook, who was indicted in the Hall's first year in 2014 and is also President, American Bandy Association and a board member of the U.S. Bandy Hall of Fame.
. 

According to U.S. Bandy Hall Of Fame Secretary, Scott  Arundel, wider recognition of the sport and its players is a long term goal of the organization:

"Now we will celebrate our new class of Bandy Hall of Famers for their efforts on the behalf of so many who have enjoyed this incredible game, and we look forward to recognizing more deserving players and leaders in the future who have put Bandy and Minnesota on the map.” 

The official Hall of Fame home is located at The John Rose Oval, a world-class home of the U.S. outdoor Bandy League, while the indoor game is played during the summer on rinks across the Twin Cities, featuring many current college and pro hockey players. Team USA, also based at the Oval, has represented America in tournaments across Northern Europe since 1981. The 2013 version of Team USA won the World Group B pool tournament in Vetlanda, Sweden. 
For more information -- or to interview Chris Middlebrook or Jeff Arundel about the Bandy Hall of Fame Awards and the sport -- please contact Martin Keller or Middlebrook at the above information.

**BANDY YOUTUBE-B-ROLL
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6oBJFMFnZ5c (Sweden vs Russia, 2014 Championship)

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4oZX7C5JMRI
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vwb_Ed2GYFQ

Hall of Fame Inductee Bios

Steve “Jex” Jecha

 Steve began his Bandy career in 1985 with US club “Stabek” and led them to three North American Cup Championships in the early 1990's.  In 2016 he enters his 31st season in the US league.  Steve’s off ice contribution to US Bandy is as compelling as his long on ice career.  In 2012 he took over leadership of USA Youth Bandy, running both the winter program and the summer Bandy camp which he expanded to over 120 participants each year.  Since 2007 Steve has six times brought U15 boys and girls US youth teams to Vasteras, Sweden.  In 2015 he was Chief Organizer and Director of the U17 Girls World Championship hosted by USA Bandy at the Guidant John Rose Oval while also assistant coaching the USA team.  Steve’s versatility took even another turn with his rebranding USA Bandy by outfitting all teams in the US league with custom designed uniforms.  Steve “Jex” Jecha is truly versatile to the great benefit of USA Bandy and he is a deserving new Hall of Famer.


Tim Roth

Tim Roth began his USA Bandy Hall of Fame career as a player in the USA 1981 - 1982 season.  After that first year he co-founded the DLJ Bandy Club and played for them through the 1995 - 96 seasons.  In 1984 Tim was co-founder and leader of the Minnesota Bandy Federation.  In 1990 he founded and coached the first U.S. indoor youth Bandy team, “The Millers”, while also sending his son, Brian, to summer Bandy camp in Vasteras, Sweden.  In 1992 Tim formed a second youth team “Miller Lite”.  The players on these two teams continued playing Bandy with many becoming the core of the Bandolier Championship teams of the 2000's and several skating for the U.S. National Team.  In 1991, at the urging of Tom Howard, Tim began reffing both indoor and outdoor Bandy games and is an outstanding choice for the Hall.  

Nancy Nelson

Since 1994, Nancy Nelson has spent 16 winters almost every Friday night and Sunday afternoon at the Bandy rink while also assuming responsibility for all the necessary planning and organization.  In 1999 Nancy co-founded the “American International Summer Bandy Camp” and helped bring to the camp coaches and youth players from Sweden, Finland and Norway.  Nancy was also a main factor in bringing U.S. youth teams to Sweden and Russia as well as hosting Swedish youth teams in Roseville and at the Oval.  For many hundreds of U.S. youth Bandy players and their parents Nancy became affectionately known as “Bandy Mama”.  She also became a savior of all U.S. Bandy when in 2005 Nancy worked with Bandy parent, Julie Lindmark, to obtain a one million dollar contribution from Guidant Corporation to keep the John Rose Oval from permanently closing.  The U.S.A. Bandy Hall of Fame is pleased to welcome the inspired architect of U.S.A. youth Bandy.
Steve Nelson

 After his string of successes at World Championships. not surprisingly Steve "Nellie" Nelson also became Co-captain of the U.S. team from 2004 - 2010.  In total he played 134 international matches.  Nellie’s U.S. League career began with Minnetonka Dynamo but in 1998 he founded the Minnesota Blades Bandy Club (originally known as the Uptown Comets) which has since established itself as one of the U.S. premier Bandy clubs.  He is a five-time Gunnar Cup/U.S. Champion, three time North American Cup Champion, two time U.S. indoor/Cannon Cup Champion and a three time North American Cup Indoor Champion.  Nellie, however, emphasizes he is most proud of the fact that his Bandy career coincided with working full time, co-founding his company, obtaining his law degree and together with his wife, Jen, raising their three wonderful children.  Without questions Steve “Nellie” Nelson is a winner both on and off the ice and the U.S.A. Bandy Hall of Fame welcomes him.
Rick Haney

Duluth native, Rick Haney, has heard that Mark Twain once said “The coldest winter I ever spent was a summer in Duluth”.  Although Haney acknowledges the exaggeration, he is clear in stating that part of his love for Bandy is that it is played in the cold outdoors.  Another big part is that Bandy places a premium on skating and Rick Haney can skate. 

In addition to his U.S. and North American championship wins, Haney played three years overseas in Orebro, Sweden in 1991-92 and in Ready, Norway 1995-97.  His U.S. National Team resume includes not only 200 plus international matches, but also two world records unlikely to ever be broken --  20 World Championships and 111 World Championship matches as a player.  It is no surprise that Haney served as Captain of Team USA from 1999 to 2015.  In 2006 he moved back to Duluth and formed the U.S. Elite Bandy Club “Dynamo Duluth”.  Haney emphasizes that he is very fortunate to have Bandy in his life.  He has been able to represent his country and compete at a high level his entire adult life and has formed lifelong friendships in doing so. USA Bandy is proud to welcome the Ice King Rick Haney to the Hall of Fame. 
*More About Bandy
Bandy is played on an ice surface the size of a soccer field. It is best described as a combination of soccer and ice hockey and has been called “the worlds fastest game.” Each team is made up of 11 players including a goalkeeper. The aim of Bandy is to score goals by hitting an orange or pink ball the approximate size of a tennis ball into the opposing team's net with a curved stick four feet in length. 

Depending on how the player strikes the ball with the stick, he or she can put a spin on the ball, making it curve, knuckle or dive. The ball has a cork center and a hard rubber cover. The goal measures 7' x 11.5'. While the goalkeeper wears more padding than other players, he or she does not use a stick. Goalies are the only player allowed to use their hands to control the ball. Games consist of two 45 minute halves. A ten minute interval takes place at half-time when the teams change ends. Ties are broken with 15 minute overtime periods. The rules of bandy are very similar to the rules of soccer.
A variation on Bandy is rink Bandy, or indoor Bandy. Rink Bandy is played on a hockey  rink with four skaters and a goalie. The rules are generally the same as those for regular Bandy. The first international Bandy match took place in 1891 between England's Bury Fen club and Haarlem of the Netherlands. Bandy was introduced to Sweden by a Bury Fen player in 1894. Bandy soon caught on throughout Europe, especially in Germany, Finland, Norway and the Netherlands, Russia also became active in Bandy. 
Between the 1890's and 1955 no formal governing body for international Bandy existed. This changed with the creation of the International Bandy Federation in1955.  From 1957-2001, the World Championships for Men were held every two years. That changed in 2003, when the World Championships became an annual tournament. 2004 was the first year for the Women's World Championships, with the Women's tournament currently played every two years.
For more information visit the Federation of International Bandy:  www.worldbandy.com
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