
Marlton Soccer - Code of Conduct Policy 

In keeping with the spirit of the game, good sportsmanship, and our MRC policies, we would like to pass along to all coaches, players, 
parents and spectators, the Codes of Conduct as required by the MRC, Marlton Soccer, the South Jersey Girls Soccer League (SJGSL),  
South Jersey Soccer League (SJSL) & the New Jersey Youth Soccer Association (NJYSA). 
It is important to our soccer program and our hometown, that all participants conduct themselves in a positive, professional, and 
congenial manner, at all times. As we may feel, through the course of play, that the actions/behavior of some are inappropriate, we must 
remember to stay focused on the positive aspects of the game, and suppress any urge to speak out in an inappropriate manner; thereby 
eliminating any verbal confrontations by a player, coach, parent or spectator in our soccer program. 
Remember, we are all responsible for our actions and their consequences. Our goal should be to project a positive image of our program, 
and to avoid any disciplinary actions by the MRC or the soccer committee. 
Thank you, in advance, for taking a few minutes to read the attached information, and most of all, for your cooperation in support of a 
program of which we can be proud. 
COACH.S CODE 
Promote fun (on & off the field of play), friendships & learning new skills. Seek no unfair advantages, except those of skill. 
Referees, administrators and opponents should be treated with respect and dignity. 
Only provide positive reinforcement and encouragement. Remember, it's only a game, so have fun with it. 
Official decisions should be accepted without looking angry, no matter how unfair they seem. 
Teach each child how to win and lose with dignity and grace. You are their role model, so please act accordingly. 
The ideal is to provide the greatest good to the greatest number of children. Children will always remember this experience. 

If a coach is capable, he/she will be able to maintain discipline, without becoming authoritarian. If not, the team will become an unruly 
gang, unable to respond to group discipline. Consequently, they will bring no credit to themselves, their coaches, their organization, or 
the game. When the coach accepts the responsibility to coach a team, he/she accepts a responsibility to that team, to the players, to their 
parents, to the Marlton Soccer Program, and to the sport. 
PLAYER.S CODE 
Have fun, make new friends and learn new skills. Be a good and supportive teammate. Do your best for your team. 
Be generous and kind when you win or lose and be fair and honest, always, no matter what the circumstance. 
Obey the rules of the game. Listen to, and respect your coaches, officials, administrators and referees at all times. 
After each game, clean hands & offer congratulations or say .good game. to the opposing team. 

Honesty and wholeheartedly, applaud the efforts of your teammates and your opponents. 
PARENT.S CODE (Parents should remember): 
Children have more need of example for praise and encouragement, than for criticism and negative yelling. 
Attempt to relieve the received pressure of competition, not increase it. A child is easily affected by outside influences. 
Be kind and respectful to your child's coaches, officials, and program administrators. These coaches, officials, and program 

administrators volunteer to give their personal time to provide a recreational activity for your child. These people are providing 
a valuable community service, often without reward, other than the personal satisfaction of having served the community and 
making a positive difference in the lives of Marlton children. The best way to better the program is to volunteer to help in any 
way you can. 
Applaud good plays by everyone from both teams. Let soccer be fun! 
Do not openly question the referee's judgment, and never his/her honesty. The referee is a symbol of fair play, integrity and 

sportsmanship. Please remember, many referees are still children learning how to ref, so please give them a break. Accept the 
results of each game, and encourage your child to be gracious in victory, and turn defeat into victory, by working towards 
improvement. A child will not remember the results of a game but will remember how they felt because of your actions. 
Encourage your child from the sidelines, but do not direct or coach the play . let the coach do his/her job. 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT 
The attitude shown by parents at games towards their child/children, the opposing team, the officials, and the coaches, influence 
the child's values and behavior in sports. Criticism, disrespect for officials and opponents by over-anxious or overprotective 
parents bent on their immediate success, rather than the long term benefits, undermines the purpose of sport and brings stresses 
into the game beyond those of normal competition. When the adolescent cannot cope effectively with such stresses, it 
contributes to behavior not in keeping with The Spirit Of The Game. 
  
 
 
  



Penalties for Inappropriate Behavior 

Description Players Coaches Parents/         
Spectators 

Fighting with anyone by means of mutually exchanged blows delivered by hand, 
head, fist, or other portions of the body Up to 3 Games Up to 3 Games Up to 3 Games 

Fighting with anyone as above, except the other party does not take part by 
returning blows Up to 3 Games Up to 3 Games Up to 3 Games 

Striking anyone with any object (rock, stick, etc.) which could be expected to result 
in serious injury Up to 2 Years Up to 4 Years Up to 4 Years 

Assaulting of a referee by a player (deliberately pushing, striking, kicking, or 
attempting to kick, strike, or push a referee or linesman) Up to 1 Year N/A N/A 

Assaulting of a referee by a coach, club official, parent or spectator (deliberately 
pushing, striking, kicking, or attempting to kick, strike, or push a referee or 
linesman) 

N/A Up to 5 Years Up to 5 Years 

Throwing of objects (soccer balls, snow or ice balls, mud, dirt, rocks, etc., at 
anybody. Note:  In the event that such object strikes to target, the player could be 
charged with assault. 

Up to 2 Games Up to 2 Games Up to 2 Games 

Throwing of objects at a referee Up to 1 Year Up to 2 Years Up to 2 Years 

Spitting at anybody Up to 2 Games Up to 3 Games Up to 3 Games 

Spitting at or on a referee Up to 1 Year Up to 2 Years Up to 2 Years 

Verbal abuse of a referee Up to 2 Games Up to 3 Games Up to 3 Games 

Verbal threat of bodily harm or property damage delivered to anyone Up to 3 Games Up to 4 Games Up to 4 Games 

Verbal threat delivered to a referee Up to 4 Games Up to 6 Games Up to 6 Games 

Gesturing or signaling obscenely or the use of profane language towards anyone Up to 1 Game Up to 2 Games Up to 2 Games 

Gesturing or signaling obscenely or the use of profane language towards a referee Up to 2 Games Up to 2 Games Up to 2 Games 

Entering the playing field by a coach, parent or spectator, to argue with a referee, 
disrupting play (penalty will be assessed against the coach) Up to 2 Games Up to 2 Games Up to 2 Games 

Any ejection from a game not specifically defined above Up to 1 Game Up to 1 Game Up to 1 Game 



Receiving three cautions during one (1) playing season for physical fouls Up to 2 Games Up to 2 Games Up to 2 Games 

Receiving three cautions of any type during one (1) playing season Up to 1 Game Up to 1 Game Up to 1 Game 

The Marlton Recreation Council Soccer Committee reserves the right to handle any situation not specified herein. 

I have read the rules listed above and understand the consequences 
for breaking those rules. (Please sign name on line to the right) 

____________________________________ 

  
 


