
2017 YBN National Championship Rules 

1.           Playing Rules – The tournament shall be the “Official Baseball Rules” 
played by Major League Baseball (NL), as modified by organizations participating 
in the YBN National Championship.  

2.          Championship Format – An eight (8) team double-elimination 
tournament format with a 3-game guarantee will be used. 

3.           7-inning Games – All regulation games shall be seven (7) innings and 
shall be played to completion unless one team leads by 8-runs or more after both 
teams have completed at least 4 offensive half innings of play or the home team 
is leading by 10 runs after the visiting team has completed four or more offensive 
half innings. 

a) In case of rain: All rain out games may not be made up depending on 
time constraints. In case of scheduling changes it is the team's 
responsibility, not the tournament committee, to make sure they are 
aware of the new schedule or any scheduling changes. This 
information will be posted at the YBN site and tournament webpage 
when it becomes available. Note: No special requests will be honored 
if rescheduling becomes necessary. All coaches should make sure 
they have the tournament phone numbers to call for information. 

b)Break in Play: If a game is stopped, the game must start within 45-
minutes of the stop in play. If games are not resumed, they will 
become suspended or called official. Games called by umpires that 
cannot be resumed within 45-minuts will be considered an official 
game, if 5 innings have been completed, or 4 1/2 innings if the home 
team is ahead. After 5 complete innings, the score will be official. The 
tournament director can extend the 45-minutes if there are extenuating 
circumstances, i.e. lightning detector, working on fields, etc. A 
suspended game will resume where the game was halted. In the event 
play is stopped for any reason before or during the Championship 
round, first place, second place, third place, etc. will be awarded based 
on Tie Breaker Rules. 

4.           Participating Teams – Each participating organization shall be 
represented by its 12U World Series (or National Champion) or by its highest 
placing team from the United States (including Puerto Rico). In the event a 
qualifying team cannot attend or declines to attend, the next highest ranking team 
from its 12U World Series shall be invited to represent the organization in the 
YBN Championship tournament. 

5.           Number of Fields – A minimum of two fields will be used for the YBN 
Championship. If needed, five (5) fields are available. The Championship field will 
be used to produce and broadcast games.  
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6.           Playing Fields – Ballparks of America in Branson will be the host site. 
The baselines will be 70 feet in length and the distance of the pitcher’s plate to 
home plate will be 50 feet. All fields are artificial turf.   

7.           “On Deck Circle” – On deck circles will be located on both sides of home 
plate.  Only the on-deck batter shall be allowed outside the dugout while waiting 
his turn at bat, and the on-deck batter shall occupy the on-deck circle located to 
the back of the current batter. 

8.           Player Participation – No minimum participation required.  “Curtesy 
runners” shall not be allowed for any offensive player.  Regular substitution rules 
apply. There is no re-entry rule. Designated Hitters or extra hitters shall not be 
allowed in any game. Pitching restrictions are outlined, separately, within (#14). 

9.           Equipment –  

a) No Shoes with Metal Cleats or Spikes – Players may not  

wear shoes with molded or screw-on cleats or spikes that contain any metal 
or composite metal materials. 

  b)  Bats – BPF 1.15 

  c)  Batting helmets shall be required for the batter, on-deck  

                    batter, and runners. Face masks on batting helmet is  

                    permitted. Coaches must wear helmet in the coach’s boxes. 

  d)  Catchers must wear cup and a helmet with a throat guard and  

      helmet that covers the ears. If a hockey-style catcher’s mask  

      is used, the use of the throat guard by the catcher is optional. 

  e)  The same regulation ball shall be used throughout the  

                     tournament. This ball will be selected from bids solicited from  

                     major ball manufacturers.  

10.          Uniforms – Each team shall bring the uniforms used in their respective 
organization’s World Series. YBN will supply each team with a championship shirt (to be 
worn at all games). There shall be no identical numbers on uniforms or inappropriate 
names or sponsors allowed on the uniforms (unless authorized by YBN). Coaches must 
be in full baseball uniform to match the player’s uniforms or in matching shirts and pants.  

11.          Coaches – Each team shall be allowed a maximum of three (3) coaches to 
accompany the team in the dugout. Replacement coaches shall be allowed only to where 
necessary to provide for a minimum of three coaches. Example: A team with three 
coaches on its World Series roster only has two coaches available to accompany the team 
to the National Championship. The team will be allowed to replace the coach to increase 
the coaching staff up to the maximum of three coaches. No coach may leave the dugout 
while on defense unless time is granted by the umpire. One coach must be in the dugout 
with players at all times.  
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12.           Team Rosters – All team rosters must be identical to the roster submitted to 
respective organization’s 2017 World Series. A minimum of twelve (12) players and a 
maximum of fourteen (14) players may be listed on the YBN National Championship 
roster. Rosters shall meet the criteria established below.  

a) All teams shall present the Original Birth Certificates and one photocopy of the 
birth certificates to be retained by YBN after verifying against the original 
certificates at the Coaches Credentials/Rules Meeting prior the YBN 
Championship. 

b) Up to three (3) replacement players shall be allowed only to where necessary to 
provide for a minimum of twelve (12) players or a maximum of fourteen (14) 
players. Example: A team has players unavailable to accompany the team to the 
YBN National Championship may add up to three (3) players to its roster to fill 
minimum or maximum number of players allowed. However, those selected 
players must have played in that organization’s 2017 World Series or in the 
same league of the team. Replacement players must have all credentials as 
outlined within, including proof of participation in organization’s World Series or 
league. Note:  If the team has fifteen (15) players on its World Series roster 
available to accompany the team to the Championship, no replacement players 
will be allowed. 

c) All teams shall provide a supplemental roster to YBN which shows the player’s 
name, address (physical, no PO Boxes), including phone number and birth date 
(if the organization’s championship roster does not contain all this information).  

d) All players on the roster of a team which wins a qualifying tournament of a 
member organization for a berth in the YBN Championship shall be locked on 
this team’s roster and may not represent any other organization’s qualifying team 
in the YBN Championship.  

e) A team which wins a qualifying tournament of a member organization for a berth 
in the YBN Championship shall not be eligible to qualify for YBN Championship in 
any other organization’s qualifying tournament. 

13.          Player Eligibility – The uniform age cut-off date for all players shall be April 30.  All 
players must be age 12 or under on April 30 of the calendar year in which the YBN 
Championship is played. A credentials committee shall be appointed to review all birth 
certificates, the National Championship roster form, and the tournament affidavit or roster 
form used by each team in the member organization’s World Series. 

a) Ineligible Player Penalty – Any player deemed ineligible at the YBN 
Championship by Credentials Committee may not participate in any games. 
Also, all expenses incurred by an ineligible player will be deducted from 
the team’s total expense reimbursed. 

14. Pitching Restrictions – The end of the day for the pitching limitation rule is the time of 
day when the ballpark is shut down and the teams go home for the night. Games (due to 
rain delay or otherwise) that extend past midnight and before the teams take the night 
break, will still count as though they are on the previous day’s play. If game continues 
after the night break (next day), this part of the game will count as thought it was the 
following day.  

Column A below represents the number of innings a player can throw in one (1) day and 
still pitch the next day. For purposes of this rule in the columns listed, pitcher is in 
violation of this rule if he makes any appearance above the pitching limits. For all 
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cumulative totals in this rule, one (1) out equals one-third (1/3) of an inning, two (2) outs 
equal two-thirds (2/3) of an inning and three (3) outs equal a full inning. 

A pitcher removed from the mound in a game, may NOT return to the mound in the same 
game. 

A player that pitches two (2) consecutive days must rest the third (3rd) day regardless of 
the number of innings pitched. 

Exceeding the maximum innings allowed in the case of a double or triple play will not be 
counted against the pitcher. 

It is the responsibility of each team’s manager to challenge pitching violations by notifying 
the umpire and then the Tournament Director. 

Any innings pitched or outs recorded during a game that is forfeited shall count towards 
the pitchers’ allotted innings. 

PENALTY:  Any violation of pitching limitations shall result in immediate forfeiture of the 
game. This may be done at any point after an illegal out has been made while the pitcher 
in violation is in the game and in the pitching position.  

PITCHING CHART 

A – Four (4) represents the most innings a pitcher can pitch in one (1) day and still pitch 
the next day.  Example: a pitcher may throw up to four (4) innings in one (1) day and 
throw again the next day; but if that pitcher throws four and one-third (4 1/3) innings or 
more in one (1) day, he cannot pitch the next day.  

B – Seven (7) represents the most innings a pitcher can pitch in one (1) day. Example: a 
pitcher may throw a maximum of seven (7) innings in one (1) day. The pitcher would not 
be allowed to pitch the next day.  

C – Seven (7) represents the most innings a Pitcher can pitch in two (2) consecutive 
days. Example: a pitcher may throw a maximum of seven (7) innings in two (2) 
consecutive days.  NOTE: This is to be interpreted as a pitcher would be able to throw 
any combination of innings that equal seven (7), as long as the first (1st) day does not 
equal more than four (4) innings, due to Column A requirements.  

D – Fourteen (14) represents the most innings a pitcher can pitch during the 
Championship. 

NOTE:  It is important to remember that pitchers that pitch two (2) consecutive days must 
rest the third (3rd) day regardless of innings pitched.  

ONE DAY MAX                    ONE DAY MAX          TOURNAMENT MAX 
                                                      (to pitch next day)                     (or two consecutive days)             
                                                       4                                        7                                     14    
                  
                       

15. Not covered in the Rules – In the event any item is not covered in the rules, the 
tournament committee will make the fairest possible ruling, and that ruling will be final! 

                             ______________________________________
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