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Lacrosse a Vail summer tradition
Vail Lacrosse Tournament ends, valley lacrosse season continues 

with 44th annual Vail Lacrosse Shootout in town through Sunday. A3
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On Wednesday, the 21st 
annual Vail Lacrosse 
Tournament wrapped 
up after bringing 
approximately 100 
youth teams to Vail 
from across the nation. 
The tournament added 
two new age groups to 
the sixth- and sev-
enth-grade boys’ divi-
sions this year. Lacrosse 
season in the Vail Valley 
continues with the 44th 
annual Vail Lacrosse 
Shootout which began 
on Saturday and goes 
through Sunday at Ford 
Park in Vail, conclud-
ing with the male and 
female elite divisions.

WEATHER
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Mostly sunny
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“Immigrants should be presented with the 

concept that we’re far more than a nation; the 

United States is also an idea.” BUTCH MAZZUCA, A6
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Peak Dentistry 
 Vail’s Dental Family
Riverwalk, Edwards  

970 926 7325

summer makes you smile.
Make it whiter and brighter with the experts at Peak Dentistry.



Vail Lacrosse Shootout in town for 44th year

VAIL — The 44th annual Vail 
Lacrosse Shootout is underway, 
bringing as many memories with 
it as players involved.

The nine-day event started Sat-
urday with masters play at Ford 
Park, and will continue through 
Sunday, wrapping up with elite 
male and female divisions.

Colorado has established itself 
as a powerhouse in the world of 
lacrosse during the past decade or 
so, with the Colorado Mammoth 
professional team winning the 
championship in 2006, Colora-
do hosting the World Lacrosse 
Championships — a once-every-
four-years event — in 2014 and 
the University of Denver lacrosse 
team winning the NCAA national 
championships in 2015.

Along the way, however, the Vail 

Lacrosse Shootout has also played 
a big role in the establishment of 
the sport’s prowess in this state, 
said longtime tournament attend-
ee Chris Gabrielsen.

“Back in the day you didn’t have 
professional outdoor lacrosse, 
just professional indoor, so all 
the guys who played professional 
indoor also played out here,” Ga-
brielsen said from Vail on Friday. 
“This was where you came. This 
was it.”

Gabrielsen said the tourna-
ment has maintained its charm 
throughout time, which is why the 
“lacrosse mafia,” as he calls it, con-
tinues to visit Vail every summer 
to enjoy the tournament.

“A lot of us here are Wall Street-
ers and we talk about business 
during the tournament,” he said. 
“I’ve hired guys from this tourna-
ment, I’ve been hired myself from 
this tournament, you talk about 
networking, you can go on Linke-
dIn all you want, there’s nothing 
like Vail.”

LACROSSE SEASON IN VAIL
The shootout has helped trans-

form the town into a lacrosse 
town not only while it is here, 

but throughout the spring and 
summer. Its success has spurred 
other tournaments to try Vail as 
a venue, and those tournaments 
have found success, as well.

On Wednesday, the 21st An-
nual Vail Lacrosse Tournament 
wrapped up after bringing ap-
proximately 100 youth teams to 
Vail from across the nation. The 
Vail Lacrosse Tournament added 
two new age groups to the sixth- 
and seventh-grade boys’ divisions 
this year and expanded the high 
school boys’ division.

Tournament director Kristen 
Foster said it has been amazing to 
see kids learn and grow through 
the sport.

“It’s such a positive experience 
for everyone,” she said. “Plus, 
when they’re not playing, they’re 
exploring Vail with families and 
taking in the beauty of the valley.”

NCAA coaches from Prince-
ton, Cornell, Michigan, Colorado 
College and Whittier were also 
in town during the Vail Lacrosse 
Tournament to see players and 
give them their input.

“Kids are getting scholarships 
to play at Drexel and Penn and 
Princeton and Harvard — these 

are great schools,” Gabrielsen 
said. “You can go down the rosters 
now and there are kids from Colo-
rado on almost every single team.”

The Vail Valley Lacrosse Club 
started recently to accommodate 
the local interest in the sport. 
Three years ago, when the club 
hired athletic director Chris Bivo-
na, there were no coaches on staff. 

Today, there are 23.
“Athlete involvement has in-

creased every year, as well,” Bivo-
na said. “We’re up to three boys’ 
teams in a single grade, and girls’ 
participation has increased from 
basically no girls athletes when I 
started to now having one-fourth 

By John LaConte
jlaconte@vaildaily.com

Town has become a 
popular tournament 
venue for the 
growing sport

On Wednesday, the 21st annual Vail Lacrosse Tournament wrapped up 
after bringing approximately 100 youth teams to Vail from across the 
nation. This year, the tourney expanded the high school boy’s division.
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VAIL LAX SHOOTOUT, A8

• 1 Bedroom, 1 full bath, 1 - 3/4 bath
• Completely Remodeled / Unfurnished
• Parking
• Low HOA Dues
• Vaulted Ceilings

VAIL TRAILS CHALET #14

281 Bridge Street, Vail
(970) 476-1450
www.brandesscadmus.com

Brandess-Cadmus
Real Estate, Inc.

Offered at $1,199,000

Good Home Cooking 
Fresh • Authentic • Delicious

Weekend Breakfast • Lunch & Dinner Daily 
Take Out & Catering

970.926.2121
 In Edwards Plaza Between I 70 And Hwy 6

Mon-Fri 10:30a-10p • Sat & Sun 7:30a-10p
New Mexican Cafe & Cantina

− since 1989 −

with Friendly Western Hospitality

Learn more.
970-477-7184 

Learn more.
970-477-7184 

970.328.2020 | VailPhotography.com

50% Off  
Family  
Portraits
(book by June 30)

BEAVER CREEK PLAZA, SUITE 121 (970) 949.5811  
OR ST. JAMES LOBBY (970) 845.9900 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

*Information available on Timber’s Resort Bachelor Gulch, 
The Westin Riverfront Mountain Villas and The Ritz-Carlton Destination Club, Vail

HYATT MOUNTAIN LODGE
NEWLY RENOVATED DESIGNER FURNISHED CONDOS 
You can own a 1/20th share of these deeded, private 
ski-in/ski-out residences in the heart of Beaver Creek 
Village, just steps to restaurants, shops & ski school. 
Ownership includes 1-ski week and 10 floating days. 
Approximately 5-8 vacations, equals the price of 
ownership which also includes exchange benefits 
to other Hyatt locations. Studios from $6,000, 
2-Bedrooms from $15,000, 3-Bedrooms from $15,000.

BEAVER CREEK
FRACTIONAL OWNERSHIP

 Located on Beaver Creek Plaza, St. James Place offers the 
 ultimate in comfort, convenience and amenities. These 
spacious, air-conditioned and updated, deeded 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedroom residences have all 
the luxury you desire while only purchasing the time you need. Enjoy all the nearby amenities 
including world class skiing, restaurants, shops, Vilar Performing Arts Center, and much more! 
Summer week shares starting at $2,800. Winter week shares also available.

ST. JAMES PLACE

RESIDENCES AT PARK HYATT

2½ Week Shares
Starting at $24,500

PARK PLAZA

5 Week Shares
Starting at $57,500

POSTE MONTANE

Summer Week Shares
Starting at $1,500

WHY WALK AWAY WITH HOTEL RECEIPT WHEN YOU COULD OWN THE DEED?

Connect  
with the

Facebook.com/VailNews

on facebook
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of our athletes being girls.”

HONORING LAX LOVERS
Jim Small arrived in Colorado on Friday 

with one objective: to play lacrosse. The 
60-year-old traveled alone from St. Mary’s 
County, Maryland, and played in three 
games in the Grandmasters (50 and older) 
and Zenmasters (60 and older) divisions 
on Saturday.

“Usually, I’ll fish a little to get acclimat-
ed to the elevation, but this year I went 
straight for the field,” he said.

He’s been playing in the tournament off 
and on for the last 20 years or so.

“I started playing when I was in ninth 
grade,” he said. “And still play as much as 
I can.”

The sport is a lifelong sport, and last 

year Doug Foster of the Princeton team 
played it here in Vail at the Lacrosse 
Shootout a few short days before he died 
in a tragic boating accident. Chris Gabriel-
sen knew him well; the two played on the 
Princeton team together at the shootout 
last year.

“He moved to Oregon and started coach-
ing kids, and the parents loved this guy so 
much and wanted to learn, so he started 
coaching parents, too,” Gabrielsen said. 
“Now, five years later, they’re also on our 
team.”

Gabrielsen said the Princeton team has, 
for years, used the Vail Lacrosse Shootout 
as a way of honoring those they knew who 
enjoyed the game and are no longer with 
us.

“We also play for the Bobby Campbell 
Lacrosse Foundation, and Bill Cirullo,” he 
said. “Bill used to come out here every year; 
he died of cancer this spring.”

VAIL LAX SHOOTOUT
From page A3

TRUST OUR LAND
From page A5

about the plants and animals of the Lake 
Creek Valley and an optional short hike. 
Savor a gourmet dinner of food produced 
in our community and region from farms 
and ranches all with the personal stories of 
connection. 

By supporting local agriculture, you help 
ensure a fresh and sustainable food supply. 
Your food is likely to be more fresh and 
will require less energy to transport to your 
table. This is your chance to connect to 
the land through your palate and kick up 
your heels with some of our local ranching 
celebrities. 

EVLT SUMMER HIKING SERIES 
Hiking changes our relationship to the 

land as well. Join the Land Trust on one 
of its monthly hikes on land that has been 

permanently conserved. Hikes will be Sat-
urday mornings and will focus on native 
plants and animals in each location. The 
hikes are free and open to the public. Con-
tact Jessica Foulis, stewardship manager, at 
jfoulis@evlt.org or 970-748-7654 for more 
information and to reserve your spot.

The old saying goes, “land, they aren’t 
making any more of it.” If we care for the 
land, well, the land will take care of us. 
Eagle Valley Land Trust permanently pro-
tects working ranches, scenic landscapes 
and recreational access for our community 
to enjoy today and ensures the beauty and 
wildlife will be here for future generations 
to enjoy as well. Come out and enjoy this 
distinctly Western landscape with us this 
summer. It will change your relationship 
with the land. 

Jim Daus is the executive director of the 
Eagle Valley Land Trust.

EDWARDS - 970-926-3496
105 EDWARDS VILLAGE BLVD.

EAGLEVAIL - 970-949-4044
40843 HIGHWAY 6

BOARDING | 24/7 ON CALL
vailvalleyanimalhospital.com

Dr Charlie Meynier
Dr Susan O’Brien | Dr Tricia Beasley | Dr Justin Milizio

NowHiring

Traveling? Need to Refresh?
Complete AVEDA Salon
Open 7 days a week! 9-7

June’s Special
Strawberry Salt Scrub
Private Mineral Bath,

Back, Neck and Shoulder 
Massage, Day pass to Our 

Historic Vapor Caves.
“A DAY AT THE SPA” $125 

bolvail.com | 970.476.5300 |  Located on Solaris Plaza, Vail CO

bolbol

TO BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT WITH 
US CONTACT CAITLIN PAULS AT 

caitlin@bolvail.com or call 970.476.5300
corporate groups • wedding rehearsal & welcome parties • birthdays • fundraisers

WE ARE CLOSED
  TONIGHT FOR 
     A PRIVATE
       EVENT

IT’S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR
Up to 40% OFF on the Styles You’ll Love

Shades, Blinds, Shutters & Drapes

Call 970-928-7700 or 970-668-0400
for details & a FREE in-home consultation!

Locally owned, nationally known
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