
 

TO:  OLA Minor Association Contacts  

FROM: OLA VP Minor Marion Ladouceur   

SUBJECT: Kevin J. Johnson House League Festival  

In the last several days a promotional communication has been sent out to our member clubs from a private 
enterprise that is not affiliated in any manner with the Ontario Lacrosse Association. This promotional 
communication has been sent by both electronic mail and through social media. 

Specifically, House League teams from OLA member clubs are being invited to participate in “inter-city” play 
at an event titled “the Kevin J. Johnson Cup.” As noted in the promotional material, the “Kevin J. Johnson 
Cup is not an OLA sanctioned event……is not affiliated with any Lacrosse Associations in Ontario.”  

The Ontario Lacrosse Association’s Constitution speaks directly to this section in MR 7.06, which states that 
teams of member clubs (either HL or Rep) are not permitted to participate in any competition not sanctioned 
by the OLA primarily because players, coaches and volunteers would not be covered under the OLA 
insurance policy, which offers comprehensive liability coverage in the event of an accident. In addition to MR 
7.06, the Ontario Lacrosse Association is provincially recognized by the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and 
Sport as the sole governing body for lacrosse in the province of Ontario and, in conjunction with the 
Canadian Lacrosse Association, is responsible for governing, regulating and promoting the sport within our 
provincial boundaries by mandate.  

Although any individual OLA member or group of individuals can choose to be involved in the Kevin J. 
Johnson activity, they cannot do so as part of a team and/or member club of the OLA. Additionally, no 
individual can use an OLA member’s club team names, jerseys or club affiliations in a non-sanctioned event; 
otherwise those participants would face disciplinary action for contravening OLA policies and procedures. 
OLA members who are involved with a non-sanctioned event in a capacity that contravenes OLA policies 
and procedures are hereby directed to cease involvement immediately in order to avoid disciplinary actions. 

To state this simply: participants who choose to participate in non-sanctioned events are not covered under 
the OLA’s insurance policy. Participants who choose to waive this coverage may participate as long as they 
have no identifiable connection to a team/club/association that is a member of the Ontario Lacrosse 
Association. If you require further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact the OLA Board of Directors 
through the OLA office (contact information available at www.ontariolacrosse.com).  

On a related matter, there have been numerous posts on social media platforms and blogs that strongly 
mischaracterize the actions of zone and club executives, thus unfairly undermining their integrity and 
reputation. Volunteers of the Ontario Lacrosse Association are incredibly passionate individuals who, 
through their actions, have earned the respect of the lacrosse community within Ontario. In particular, the 
Zone 10 Director, as per the mandate of the member clubs within the zone, was assessing the house 
league operations of the Mississauga Tomahawks to insure they were in compliance with OLA policies, 
rules and regulations with the stated goal of being on-hand to provide advice, direction, assistance and 
support to the Mississauga Tomahawks association in its efforts to maintain a safe and fun environment for 
the players to enjoy the sport of lacrosse. It is extremely regrettable that dedicated, caring volunteers such 
as this Zone 10 Director and, even more recently, a well-respected association executive member have 
been subjected to unkind, unfair and deceitful commentary by individuals who profess to love the game. 
Although disagreements may arise between volunteers, the expectation of the Ontario Lacrosse Association 
is that everyone involved maintains a high level of civility and mutual respect.  

Marion Ladouceur 
Ontario Lacrosse Association VP Minor Box 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 


