
David Blake 

My name is David Blake and I am running to be re-elected to an At-Large seat on the Board 
of Directors - a position I have held for the last eight years.  

I am the founder/owner/coach of Prise de Fer Fencing Club in Billerica, MA, an 
internationally rated referee and a referee trainer. I have over 20 years experience running 
local and regional tournaments including, multiple SYCs, Mr Ma Cup, Pomme de Terre, 
Fencing Masters and North Atlantic Sectionals. I have coached Concord-Carlisle High 
School since 1999. I bring experience to the Board from grassroots to elite competitive 

In my eight years on the Board I have helped implement video replay, electronic elections, 
the change to Fencing Time, electronic results both online and in the venue, the change to 
Fencing Time and an improvement in how we present the end of our tournaments (finals 
strip, name displays etc). 

In the last four years the Board has been working on the difficult task of getting the 
Association’s finances in order and we are finally operating in the black rather than having 
to dig out of the deficit we have been struggling with for many years.  

I have worked to improve the way we appoint people to the various committees and task 
forces that do a lot of the work of the organization. We now have a group that talks to 
committee chairs, solicits the membership and reviews the composition of the committees 
and then makes their recommendations to the Board for approval. This has made it easier 
for new people to get on committees and to help make sure the most effective people are 
on them.  

I am running for re-election to continue to guide the board with the opinion of someone with 
a working knowledge of our Association and to remain accessible to the membership for 
feedback. 

During my tenure on the Board, I have attended every in-person meeting and 
teleconference. If re-elected, I plan to maintain this level of commitment and work to 
improve our tournaments and our organization. 


