
I am Mark Stasinos and I am asking for your vote to serve as President of USA 
Fencing. I am the father of 5 children and have resided in Utah for the past 40 years. 
I grew up in Southern California and was introduced to fencing there. 
 
In my employment I have worked for the film and TV industry as an actor, in 
production and set design, construction and special effects. In 1982 was hired as 
Head Coach and Program Director for Fencing at Brigham Young University. I 
directed this program for 11 years. During my off time from BYU in the spring and 
summer of 1986, I was hired to work in the Theater in Dornach, Switzerland. During 
my time there I fenced at the Basel Fencing Club and tested for and passed my Matre 
d’ Arms in all three weapons before heading home.  
 
In 1996, I was hired as Field of Play Coordinator for the Atlanta Olympic Games. My 
responsibilities were to staff, train and manage the volunteers for fencing during the 
Olympics.  
As a career I have worked in event management for businesses and sports. My areas 
of responsibilities and expertise included negotiating contracts, hotels, venues, staff, 
travel, show cargo and equipment, vendors, schedules, floor plans and all 
coordination with local businesses and related clubs, sports authorities, volunteer 
groups and special interest.  
 
Over my years I have had the honor to serve in many roles in our organization. I 
served many years as a Division Chairman for two Divisions: Inland Empire and 
Utah-Southern Idaho and as Section Chairman of the Pacific Northwest Section. For 
over two decades I was an active member of the USFA Board of Directors. I was 
appointed as a member of the Tournament Committee and after a few years of 
service I was appointed as their Chairman. As a member of the FOC I served as Vice 
Chairman and worked in referee development. In 2008 was elected by the general 
membership to serve as Vice President of USA Fencing. 
 
With my appointment to the FOC I have been progressive in referee development. I, 
along with Mary Mahon have through a task force I organized and missioned to 
developed the online referee exam. Mary Mahon and I through the Grassroots 
Referee Development Committee have developed uniform, comprehensive teaching 
materials to make the referee seminars and information simply duplicable across 
the country. In addition, we have expanded the pipeline for future Certified Referee 
Instructors by creating the Regional Referee Observers, who have the responsibility 
of mentoring, evaluating, awarding ratings, assigning, tracking and teaching our 
regional referee corps. At that level the Regional Referee Observers can better 
prepare and educate upcoming referees to ready for advancement to the National 
level of competitions. In addition, to being an active referee, I also work our National 
events as a FOC Assigner and Referee Coordinator, evaluator and mentor.   
 
As a member of USA Fencing I have been an active competitor, coach, club owner, 
local and national event organizer, manager of events and staff. I have been 
progressive in my fencing career in support of standardizing venues, layout, 



housing, equipment and staff. I was one of the architects in the development and 
creation of the model we currently use as the Summer Nationals. I worked for the 
creation of regional competitions, development and expansion of fencing 
opportunities to our membership through the regional fencing competitions.  
 
Moving forward into the next 4 years, as President these are areas I would like to 
focus on: 
 

1. With our National Events and Championships I want to develop a duplicable 
platform to present to the public and invite sponsors to be educated and 
involved with our sport. To actively add to the Summer Nationals workshops 
and seminars to cover a wide range of subjects as was originally envisioned 
in the development of the championships.  

2. Standing Committees, such as the Tournament Committee, FOC, etc., need to 
be budgeted to enhance their role, training and development. The emphasis 
with focus creating a pipeline of training and educating to better prepare the 
volunteers in these responsibilities that they may become our future leaders 
in the service of our membership and sport. 

3. We must leverage our position in the market through our continued 
international success. We must partner with sources that can help to support 
us monetarily and in kind with services and products.  

4. Create a four-year calendar for national competition. Work to contact and 
secure sites that support our membership and growth.  Focus on cities that 
have reasonable transportation and infrastructure to support projected 
growth and expansion of our competitions. 

5. The backbone of fencing in our country is based on the activity and efforts of 
fencing coaches and clubs. This is our pipeline and lifeline to the health and 
well being of our organization. I would like to explore options and ideas to 
better support our coaches and clubs and find ways to help and maintain the 
growth and activity.  

6. The parents of our fencers play a vital role in the activity, training and 
fencing careers of our fencers. Starting with our youth I would seek to find 
more active ways to support and educate our parents. I would seek to add a 
task force to explore the concerns and ideas from a sample group of parents 
to address what they feel is necessary for them to more active in their 
children’s training and competitions. 

7. As an Organization we need to address and seek ways to better support our 
college fencers. Those fencers, especially, who are fencing at school, while at 
the same time, still competing and representing us internationally. We need 
to seek the bridge for support for these athletes with the college coaches and 
personal coaches and work to support the athlete as a whole. I would form a 
task force with representative members from both groups to explore this 
area and make recommendations. 

8. Our success internationally has been remarkable. As an organization we need 
to continue to support and be focused on all possibilities to continue this 
success. With the determination to generate new sponsors and partners in 



the marketplace, we can strengthen our opportunities and funding pipeline 
of upcoming athletes and coaches. 

 
I would appreciate your support and vote in working to move us actively forward as 
an organization in the next four years.  
Thank you, 
 
Mark Stasinos 


