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Four years ago, I was approached by several members of our community who asked if I would be 
interested in running for president. Although I had held several roles on the board in the past, I did have 
some initial hesitation. Being the president of a National Governing Body is a great responsibility and, if I 
was going to run and hopefully win, I wanted to know that I would be able to make a difference.  
 
I’ve fenced for more than 40 years of my life and the sport has given me so much that I wanted to know 
that I would be able to help create positive change for our membership.  
 
Of course, what we all know is that there are no guarantees in life and surely none in sport, but the last 
four years have taught me a great deal. In turn, during my term as president, fencing in America 
continues to grow at a rapid rate; USA Fencing has become a more financially solvent organization; and 
our athletes are having unprecedented success on the international stage.   
 
When I took office after the 2012 Olympic Games, however, USA Fencing faced numerous daunting 
challenges, including $1.5 million in debt at the beginning of the 2012-13 season. Overcoming these 
challenges wouldn’t be easy, but in three years we obtained control of the overspending that had 
plagued the previous quad and, by the end of the 2014-15 season, I’m pleased to say that USA Fencing 
ended the year in the black for the first time in 7 years. Most importantly, however, we have put USA 
Fencing in the position to continue to build solid financial reserves to support our athletes, coaches 
and officials for future generations.  
 
While finances are a key to the success of any organization, one of our greatest successes over the past 
four years has been solidifying a clear strategic direction for USA Fencing through our redefined mission:  
 
“… to serve and foster the growth, participation and development of domestic fencing at all 

levels and to achieve sustained international success.”  
 
Over the last three years, we have worked to develop a strategic plan and ensure that everything we do 
is in line with meeting the goals of the organization. Through this renewed focus, we have reached 
numerous key milestones:  
 
Membership Growth  
Since 2012, USA Fencing’s membership has grown from just over 20,000 members to 35,000+. This 
growth has come through both the addition of the non-competitive membership category as well as 
through our competitive memberships. More athletes are being introduced to the sport on an annual 
basis and, through the hard work of our 600+ clubs, these athletes of all ages are taking the first steps 
towards the possibility of fencing for a lifetime – whether that be at the local level, as college fencers or 
on the veteran circuit. Our events have continued to grow as we continue to create new competition 
opportunities for fencers at the regional level and the numbers of fencers competing at National 
Championship and North American Cup events continued to reach new heights over the past three 
years.  
 
International Success 
Our National Teams have had outstanding results since 2012 as well. For the first time ever, our 2016 
U.S. Olympic Team features 12 athletes who are past Olympic or World medalists. Each of our teams has 



the potential to bring home a medal in Rio and virtually every member of Team USA has won an 
individual medal on the international circuit. With 13 athletes currently ranked among the top 16 in the 
world, the United States is in a prime position to have our most successful Games in history. Medals 
won are not only important for our Olympic Team, but, as our athletes become more successful and 
receive more media exposure, thousands of children and adults around the nation are seeing fencing for 
the first time on television, in social media and in newspapers and magazines. From USA Today to the 
New York Times and Sports Illustrated to Time Magazine, USA Fencing athletes are continuing to make 
news as we approach the final 100 days before the Games begin in Rio. None of this could be done 
without the hard work and dedication of our coaches and club leaders who have worked tirelessly to 
help make the dreams of their students a reality.  
 
Fundraising   
One of the major components to the growth of any non-profit organization is a well-rounded funding 
base. In recent years, I’m pleased that we have strengthened our partnership with the U.S. Fencing 
Foundation and increased the number of individuals who support USA Fencing through financial gifts 
ten-fold on an annual basis with 2,000 individuals donating to support USA Fencing athletes and 
programs in the last year. As our revenue base becomes more diverse, this also increases our capacity to 
obtain funds in additional areas in upcoming years, including grant funding and new corporate 
sponsorship dollars. In addition to building our relationships with our current corporate partners, we are 
also in negotiations with new sponsors for the upcoming quad who will provide resources that will 
benefit not only our national teams, but our members at all levels.  
 
As I look ahead at the next four years, I see this as being an exciting time of growth and renewal for USA 
Fencing and have a number of key initiatives I would like us to focus on from 2016-2020, including:  
 

 Providing a quality tournament experience to our membership, including athletes as well as 
spectators from both inside and outside the fencing community.  

 Increasing visibility of our athletes, coaches and clubs in media outlets – including local, national 
and international publications.  

 Creating new coaching education opportunities for our coaches and business development 
seminars for our club coaches.  

 Focusing on the development and retention of our referee cadre to ensure a quality tournament 
experience for all event participants.  

 Continuing to build and grow our positive relationships with the U.S. Olympic Committee and 
the Federation Internationale d’Escrime.  

 
The past four years have not been without its challenges, but I am excited for the future of our 
organization, our athletes and our sport in America. I ask for your vote to allow me to continue the work 
started four years ago with our membership, athletes, USOC and the FIE. I hope you will support me in 
continuing our progress over the next four years.  
 
Thank you, 

 
Donald K. Anthony, Jr. 

 



Video Statement: https://vimeo.com/165081805 

 
Bio: 
Mr. Anthony is a sports professional, entrepreneur and business leader who over the course of his 
career has been on the leading edge of introducing new technologies, innovative sports properties, 
digital media and organizational solutions. 

Mr. Anthony is the founder and president of SwordSport LLC, a leading promoter of fencing in the world, 
president and chairman of the board of USA Fencing and a member of the Executive Committee of the 
FIE, the international fencing federation. His work with SwordSport includes producing livestream and 
broadcast programming for NBC Universal Sports and ESPN and serving as a broadcast analyst for World 
and NCAA Fencing Championships. 

In addition, Mr. Anthony is President and CEO of the Warrior Group, Inc., a management consulting firm 
that specializes in organizational transformation, leadership development and strategic planning.  Mr. 
Anthony founded the Warrior Group in 1996. The firm has worked with companies in diverse industries 
including Johnson and Johnson, Bristol Myers Squib, JP Morgan Chase (formerly Bank One), Nationwide 
Insurance, IBM, and the Columbus Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Anthony is a world-class fencer who represented Team USA at two Senior World Championships and 
has been a perennial U.S. National finalist for more than 30 years. He won the silver medal in Porec, 
Croatia at the 2010 Veterans World Championships and is a National Champion in Veteran Men’s Sabre 
(50-59). 

Mr. Anthony is a founding member of the nationally acclaimed Peter Westbrook Foundation in NYC, a 
member of The Ohio State University’s Fisher School of Business’ MBA Mentoring Program and a life-
time member of the National Black MBA Association.  

He also serves on the Board of the Arkady Burdan Foundation in Atlanta Georgia, is a Trustee of the 
Ohio CPA Foundation and previously served on the boards of Columbus After-School All-Stars (Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s after school program), APDS, and First Tee Columbus. 

Mr. Anthony is a native of Cleveland, Ohio, where he began fencing at Karamu House (an in inner city 
cultural center) at the age of seven.  He attended Princeton University majoring in engineering, worked 
for IBM in sales and marketing in New York City, and received his MBA from the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School in entrepreneurial management and finance.  

Mr. Anthony and his wife Karen reside in Columbus, Ohio, and have an adult daughter who lives in New 
York City.   
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