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Dear Celtic Parents, 

As you are likely all aware, US Soccer has mandated a few changes that will come into effect in Fall 2016.  Below is a 
brief description of the mandates followed by a list of FAQs with our answers.  Hopefully this should help explain how we 
are approaching the transition, and we will also be holding meetings for parents where we will discuss the changes. 
 
The first mandate we're adapting to is the small-sided games initiative.  Moving forward, U8s will now play 4v4 without 
goalkeepers.  In addition, U9-U10 will still be 7v7, but now fields will have build-out lines for keepers to more easily 
distribute short passes.  This will allow teams to start to build-out of the back without immediate pressure.   
 
The other major transformation that US Soccer has mandated is the age group shift from an academic year (8/1-7/31) to a 
calendar year (1/1-12/31).  This essentially groups players by birth year, so players born in 2000 will be U17s and players 
born in 2005 will be U12s, etc.  While we do not fully agree with US Soccer's reasoning behind the shift, we are embracing 
the changes and finding ways that our players can benefit from the situation.   
 
We realize this is a major transition for many players and families, and we appreciate your patience and trust in Celtic to 
do what is best for your player's development. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Regards, 
 
Paul Clapson 
Director of Coaching 
 
Brian Colicchia 
Technical Director 
 
Palatine Celtic SC 
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Frequently Asked Questions: 

Why is this happening? 
   According to US Soccer: "Having players train and play according to their age and developmental stage supports the 
objectives of the small sided standards by focusing on the physiological and developmental needs of the player. This 
change is meant to better safeguard the development of youth players at all ages and levels." 

Is my son or daughter still going to be able to play with his or her friends and classmates? 
   According to US Soccer: "The answer to this depends on a variety of factors, and one major consideration is how your 
club is making teams. Playing on a team with all of your friends isn’t always a reality in the current environment. This is 
similar to not having all of your friends in the same class or classes at school... The placement of individual players on 
specific teams will remain a function of the local club and league to help find the players the best possible environment for 
their development." 

How will teams be formed at Celtic next year?  Will teams be by grade or by birth year? 
   For our 2017-2022 HS graduates (next year's 8th-12th grades), we are hoping to keep players rostered within their 
grades which means the teams will be combined by two birth years: 98/99, 99/00, etc.  For players born 2004 and 
younger, we will be forming teams based off of birth year.  These teams will be a combination of grades but in a single 
birth year: 2005, 2006, etc. 

Are players allowed to play up an age group? 
   As always, players are allowed to play up an age group, and for some rosters, we may have combined age groups.  Our 
coaching staff will assess each player on a case-by-case basis taking into account age, grade, and level of the player. 

When will these changes be implemented? 
   Illinois leagues and competitions are implementing these changes starting this upcoming Fall 2016/17.  Therefore, we 
will be starting all changes at tryouts in May 2016. 

Can my child train with other teams? 
   Absolutely!  Celtic has always allowed players to train with other teams.  If you are interested in extra training, please 
talk to your coach. 

Will there be any events where we create birth year only teams?   
   We will be forming birth year State Cup teams at certain older ages, and there are possibilities of attending other events 
if desired. In addition, we will be creating new training/playing opportunities for our most motivated high school 
players.  These showcase teams will train extra and attend additional college showcase events.  

How will this impact uniform numbers going forward? 
  We are starting a new uniform cycle in the Fall, and we will be reassigning numbers based off of new criteria.   

My child is a 2002 going into 8th grade, will there be a league for them even if some of their opponents are in 
High School? 
   Yes, there will be a league still for the 2002s in the Fall season for boys and in the Spring for girls. 

My child is a 2002 going into 9th grade, can they play Celtic soccer instead of High School soccer? 
   Yes, they are welcome to stay and play with Celtic for the whole year.  

My child is a 2004.  How will they be placed on a team? 
   For all 2004 players, we will assess whether they should play with the U14 03/04 teams or a 2004 U13 team. We will 
take into account their grade, age, and level.   

My child is a 2006 and is currently playing U9.  Is it true that they will be jumping to U11 next year?  
   Yes, all players born in 2006 will be playing U11, which will be 9v9.  It will be a bigger field for all 2006 players, as half 
are currently U10 players.  This will only be an issue for one year. 
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March Parent Meeting Schedule: 
 

Next week, from 2/29-3/3, we will hold parent meetings on the turf at Falcon Park during the first 30 minutes of training for 
all 2004-2008 players and for 2021 and 2022 grads (next year's 7th and 8th graders).  For 2017-2020 grads, we'll hold a 
special High School player/parent meeting on one night between 3/13 - 3/17. 
 

CELTIC PARENT MEETINGS WITH DIRECTORS 
REGARDING 2016/2017 

BOYS GIRLS 

2008 WED 3/2 6:15-6:45PM 2008 WED 3/2 6:15-6:45PM 

2007 THUR 3/3 6:15-6:45PM 2007 THUR 3/3 6:15-6:45PM 

2006 MON 2/29 6:15-6:45PM 2006 MON 2/29 5:00-5:30PM 

2005 MON 2/29 7:30-8:00PM 2005 MON 2/29 5:00-5:30PM 

2004 WED 3/2 7:30-8:00PM 2004 TUES 3/1 6:15-6:45PM 

2022 THUR 3/3 5:00-5:30PM 2022 TUES 3/1 5:00-5:30PM 

2021 WED 3/2 5:00-5:30PM 2021 THUR 3/3 7:30-8:00PM 

2017-2020 HIGH SCHOOL BOYS & GIRLS MEETING  
WILL BE WEEK OF 3/13 - 3/17 

 


