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Michigan Senior Women’s Hockey League 
Board Meeting Minutes  

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 
 

Attendees: Sarah Jacobsen (President, Freeze), Michelle Reeve (D2 Director, Treasurer, 
Hammerheads), Renee LeBlanc (D6 Director, TOT2), Carol Schwanger (D1 Director, Registrar), 
Laurie Golden-Birchler (Secretary, D3 Director, Flames), Cathy Gorski (Top Shelf), Absent: 
Jenn Czajkowski (D4 Director, Ice Picks) 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:07 by President Sarah Jacobsen 
 
I. Board voted to approve January 13, 2015 minutes.  
 
II.  Treasurer’s report  (M. Reeve) 

A. $7885.84 beginning balance  
$16.93 checks paid out for get well cards 
$7868.91 ending balance 

 B. Federal 990-N form update. The 2014 form was filed by Tracy Cosenza, who is also  
 is following up the IRS and keeping M. Reeve and S. Jacobsen informed about if the 
 2013 form is still necessary to back file. 
 
III. Other 

A. The Winter MAHA Girls/Women’s committee meeting held at 6:00 p.m. on January 
23 in Southgate was attended by L. Birchler and S. Jacobsen. Topics discussed by the 
committee included proposed rules changes to increase girls participation. The senior 
women’s age group is the largest single age group and is growing. Our MSWHL 
league in particular accounts for approximately 44% of women playing in the 20+ 
y.o. category throughout the entire state of Michigan. Other topics discussed included 
issues with referees and inconsistencies of how the games are officiated. One 
proposed idea was to include education in referee clinics on how to officiate 
girls/women’s games and emphasize differences in the game. The MSWHL will 
consider working with the MAHA Women’s/Girls Committee to host Girls Skate 
Days or consider other partnerships to help mentor and grow the girls game. 

B.  Ruicci Cup Planning (K. Kelly) 
  1. Michelle will send final draft of a survey to S. Jacobsen to be incorporated into  
  an online survey format to seek input from members on Ruicci Cup. 
  2.  Board approved to have two Ruicci Cup signs produced for future use, one 4 x  
  6 at $60 and one 2 x 3 for $40. 
  3.  Discussion and consideration of splitting D2 into 2A and 2B divisions,   
  including feedback received from the D1 teams who participated last year in this  
  format.  The board voted unanimously to keep one division for the playoffs.  



MSWHL 2.10.15    Page 2 of 4 

  4. As of 2/10, 19 of 42 teams have responded about their participation. D6 has six  
  teams committed, D5 has five teams committed, D4 has five teams committed,  
  D3 has three teams committed. D1 and D2 divisions are in flux. Teams have until  
  February 26 to commit to Ruicci Cup. Checks are due by March 4.  Schedule to  
  be finalized by March 7. Brackets to be announced by March 8. 
  4. The following vendors are confirmed: Mark Thomas photo vendor, Beer  
  League Sports, RG Sports, Girl Scouts, and Teresa Brown’s canvas bags; K.  
  Kelly is still working on securing other vendors. 
  5. Referee scheduling bid proposals were sent to 15 referee schedulers.  The board 
  received one bid, from Jim Kreklau and his crew of seventeen prospective refs,  
  which they accepted unanimously.  Discussion ensued about Kayla Martinez, her  
  certification level, age, and experience, given that it was not included in the ref  
  bid.  K. Kelly will inquire with J. Kreklau about her and pass along information to 
  the board for review.  
  6. Discussion occurred about how to do seedings for divisions who have gained  
  teams mid-season and how it might be inaccurately reflected in the standings.  K.  
  Kelly reminded the board that some teams felt they were mis-seeded last year due  
  to the first half of their games not being “counted.”  S. Jacobsen proposed that  
  games of teams NOT participating in Ruicci Cup be eliminated from the seedings, 
  and an equal number of participating games will be compared (e.g. the most  
  recent 10-12 games) in order to ensure fairness. Tie breakers (if necessary) will be 
  done according to handbook guidelines.  Seedings for D2 will likely have to be  
  calculated by hand.  
  
IV. Division updates (standings, penalties, new players, injuries, issues, etc.) 
 A. D6- R. LeBlanc 
  1. Icebreakers player (A. Swantek) knee injury from 1/24/15 game vs. Cleavers at  
  Onyx. An injury was reported, with follow up care sought. No further information 
  was reported to the Board. 
  2. Danielle Young was approved by the board via an email vote on 2/4/15 as one- 
  time goalie sub for 2/5/15 Cleavers v. Spittin’ Chicklets game given sub goalie  
  unavailability.  
 B. D5- K. Kelly 
  1. Allison Cory-Grosch’s player eligibility appeal for Epcot Ducks was received,  
  reviewed, and denied on 1/29/15 by a 4-3 vote.  
  2. Cathy Gorski, who played 7 games as goalie with Top Shelf, was notified by  
  her managers that her team was picking up a second goalie and subsequently  
  wanted to dismiss C. Gorski. Until such time that another team permanently  
  rosters her, C. Gorski, will remain on the Top Shelf roster. Her appeal to be  
  allowed to also sub in Division 6 passed with a 6-0 vote.  
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  3. Request for Danielle Young to be approved as one-time goalie sub for 2/13/15  
  Cyclones v. Ice Ninjas game due to Cyclones player shortage. Board denied this  
  request based on Rule XIII. Goalie Borrowing policy A. Short-term Goalie. 
 C. D4- S. Jacobsen for J. Czajkowski 
  1. Mary Bonnici (Ice Pack) appealed her league “double” suspension as third- 
  person in penalty from 1/10/15 Ice Pack v. Bombshells game.  The board granted  
  this appeal by a vote of 6-1. 
  2. In response to a complaint filed on behalf of Bombshells about a 1/10/15 game  
  situation against Melissa Wiley (Ice Pack) and general complaints about certain q 
  Ice Pack players’ unsportsmanlike conduct , Board representatives S. Jacobsen  
  and M. Reeve met with M. Wiley and Ice Pack managers Sherry Henderson and  
  Val Murray on 1/20/15 to facilitate a discussion with them. They agreed to speak  
  to their team about the complaints against them.  Any further complaints about  
  unsportsmanlike conduct will be reviewed and could possibly result in “other  
  discretionary action” as outlined on pg. 28 of the handbook XVII. Complaints B.  
  Response. 
  3. Complaint against Danielle Beauregard (Bombshells) filed by Ice Pack on  
  1/20/15 alleging “threatening comments” to goalie. Board investigated complaint, 
  D. Beauregard denied making any threatening comments; No further action will  
  be taken by the board. 
 D.  D3- L. Golden-Birchler: No issues to report. 
 E.  D2 - C. Schwanger:  Issue with nine games not yet scheduled with Cranks and Metro  
  Blades after their mid-season move down from D1 to D2.  Cranks have five  
  games scheduled, Blades have four games scheduled. C. Schwanger will follow  
  up with managers to inquire about scheduling games with these two teams.   
 F.  D1- M. Reeve: A few games are being forfeited because of limited time in the   
  season to make them up from previous cancellations. 
 G.  General 
  1. L. Golden-Birchler reminded board of HIPPA laws that should prevent the  
  public sharing of medical conditions and treatment sought by players for injuries  
  incurred to them during games.  S. Jacobsen agreed that this information should  
  indeed be kept confidential and assured the board that the only interest/benefit is  
  in tracking which games, teams, and rinks are involved in significant injuries.   
  Managers are still encouraged to report to their Division Director any significant  
  injuries which occur during a game, but do not have to reveal any further or  
  follow-up information.  
  2. M. Reeve reported that several players have thanked her for the efforts of the  
  board this season.  S. Jacobsen also shared receiving similar sentiments recently  
  from a few players via email. The board does appreciate these acknowledgements. 
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Meeting was adjourned at 8:57 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Laurie Golden-Birchler, Secretary 
  
Next meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. at Mahany-Meininger Senior Center on Tuesday, March 
10, 2015 
 
  


