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Keep up to date with all things NHA on social media! 

Click on the buttons for a direct link to our pages. 

February 6th is the 10th 

annual Hockey Day in MN!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NHA is inviting hockey players wear 

their team jerseys to school on 

Friday, February 5th to show their 

team spirit for Hockey Day MN!  

USA Hockey Player Awards 

Minnesota Hockey has a long standing tradition of 

providing players with certain awards based on 

their achievements.  While the main focus should 

always be on the team and having fun, it is also 

important to reward those who push themselves to improve and attain a higher level of 

performance.  For that reason, Minnesota Hockey is proud to provide the following awards: 

 

Zero Award:  For a goalkeeper playing a complete game without allowing a goal. 

Hat Trick Award:  For a player scoring three goals in one game. 

Playmaker Award:  For a player registering three assists in one game. 

 

To find out more about these awards and how Team Managers or Coaches can order them, visit 

the Minnesota Hockey website.   

 

Coaching 

Excellence 

Award 

Parents, players, officials and other coaches can 

now nominate coaches for the 2016 Coaching 

Excellence Award. Selected coaches will have the 

opportunity to attend a Minnesota Wild practice 

during the 2016-17 season, and all coaches meeting 

the award’s criteria will receive a recognition 

certificate. The certificate will be sent to the 

nominator at the end of this season. 

 

Nominate your favorite coach on the Minnesota 

Hockey website. 

NHA Raffle Fundraiser Information 

The Raffle is a very important, in fact critical, fundraiser for the NHA this year.  We have heard 

your concerns about the raffle this year, and will be changing the format next year, but we must do 

all that we can to sell these tickets.  The more we can raise with this raffle, the less likely it is that 

we will need to raise fees next year to sustain our hockey programs.   We understand that $100 

tickets can be hard to sell, but please consider making an extra effort in the next few weeks.   It takes 

a little talking and salesmanship to do it but IT CAN BE DONE!  Please contact Dan 

Shimota,  (612) 756-4640 or danielshimota@yahoo.com  to arrange to get your tickets. Thank you.  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Northfield-Hockey-Association/292601562000?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/HockeyNHA
http://www.minnesotahockey.org/page/show/894751-player-awards
http://www.minnesotahockey.org/news_article/show/600535?referrer_id=80470
http://www.minnesotahockey.org/news_article/show/600535?referrer_id=80470
mailto:danielshimota@yahoo.com


Concussion Guidelines 

Seeing a player laying on the ground after getting 

checked, falling and hitting their head or even getting 

hit in the head by a flying puck is a scary situation.  

Click here for information about Minnesota Hockey 

Concussion Guidelines.   

 

NHA to host U10B Year-End Tournament 

Northfield’s Patterson 
Recognized for 
Recruiting Efforts 
01/25/2016, 8:00am CST 

  
By Minnesota Hockey 

January's Total Hockey Volunteer of the Month is 
Dawn Patterson of Northfield Hockey 
Association. 
 

Congratulations to Dawn Patterson of the Northfield Hockey Association (NHA) on 

being named January’s Total Hockey Volunteer of the Month! Patterson became the 

association’s recruiting director three years ago and has helped the association grow 

each of the past three seasons. 

Fellow board members at NHA credit Patterson with utilizing the Gear Up 

Minnesota! equipment program to make hockey more accessible for players in their 

community. Combined with renewed marketing efforts, the equipment has helped the 

association take major strides, particularly in recruiting girls. 

Northfield has nearly doubled the number of girls at its youngest levels, growing to 

15 Girls 10U players, 22 at the Girls 8U level and are fielding the association’s first 

ever Girls 6U team.  

We sat down to talk with Patterson about what that experience was like and how she’s 

been able to affect change over the last couple of seasons. 

Why did you decide to volunteer as the recruiting director? 
When my daughter started at age five, there was a consistent theme of moving players 

up and forming co-ops. Talking with other parents of girls’ players and watching how 

they were always concerned over the potential of not having a team made me think 

someone really needs to focus on getting more new players in the game at the 

beginner level. Then the board created this position and it just seemed like the right 

fit. 

What has your experience been like as you have gotten more involved? 
We don’t come from a hockey family or a hockey background so when we started 

hockey we did so a little reluctantly. It’s been a wonderful experience for our family 

though. Everyone is very positive and supportive. Our kids (8U & Squirt) play a 

number of other sports and are active in other activities. This program is supportive of 

that, and we really like that. 

The success of my position is because of the support of our hockey families and 

especially our Board.   I'm just trying to keep up with the rest of them, they set a 

terrific example.  This program, this hockey community, and this group of Board 

members, are all utterly amazing.  The work ethic is unheard of, and I'm consistently 

surprised how this group of people puts the greater group of kids to the front of their 

priority list.  It makes my job easy. 

What’s the most rewarding part of being in your role? 
The best part to me is meeting the families that really enjoy hockey, especially when 

they say they never would have tried it without our efforts. When they say the 

newspaper ad we ran or the flyer they got from school was the reason they came to try 

hockey, that’s extremely exciting to me. The other thing that stands out is going to an 

8U/10U shared practice and seeing how many girls we have on the ice now, and same 

thing with watching the boys. Seeing so many kids on the ice together is pretty 

amazing. 

Minnesota Hockey and Total Hockey give Dawn Patterson a special thank you for 

everything she’s done to introduce more kids to the great game of hockey in 

Northfield! 

Know a volunteer in your community who is doing an amazing job and deserves to be 

recognized? Nominate him or her today for the Total Hockey Volunteer of the 

Month! Each recipient receives a certificate recognizing their hard work and a $100 

Total Hockey gift card to use online or in the store. 

NHA to Host U10B District Year-End 

Tournament 

With February comes district tournament time.  

Northfield will be host to the U10B year-end 

tournament February 26-28.   

 

District tournaments for Bantam A and PeeWee A will 

be held February 12-14.  Year-end tournaments will be 

held February 26-28 for all other Squirt, PeeWee and 

Bantam teams.  Visit the District 9 website for more 

information and schedules.   

DIBS Requirement Update 

Reminder - the NHA Board of Directors has reduced the 

number of volunteer hours required for each family to 

15.   

http://assets.ngin.com/attachments/document/0052/3929/MN_Hockey_Concussion_Guidelines.pdf
https://minnesotahockey.sportngin.com/register/form/820762098?_ga=1.224040659.959190664.1445349732
http://www.mndistrict9hockey.com/page/show/250848-d9-tournaments-directors-page


NHA TEAM NEWS AND FUN 

Squirt B
, 3rd Place, Altoona Tournament 

U12, Scheel’s International Tournament in Fargo 

PWA, 1st Place, Proctor Tournament 

PWC in Siren, WI 

PWC, Siren, WI 

Do you have team photos - on or off ice, playing hockey or having fun - 

that you want to share?  Send them to Jennifer at 

pr_communications@northfieldhockey.net. 

For The Record... 

The Board of Directors of Northfield 

Hockey Association meets on the third 

Monday of each month. At each 

meeting the financial records of the 

association are available to review by 

the members of the association. All 

members are invited to attend. The 

next scheduled meeting will be held on 

Monday, February 15, 6:30 pm at 1700 

Cannon Road. If you would like to be 

added to the agenda please contact 

Chris Sorenson. 

December 2015 Meeting Minutes 

Are you supporting 
the NHA when you 
shop at Amazon?  
Go through this 
l i n k  a n d  a 

percentage of your purchases are 
donated back to the association - it’s that 
easy! 

What Do You Want to See in the Slapshot? 

This is your newsletter.  What information do you want to hear about?  Do 
you have news you want to share?  Do you have suggestions for articles?  
Pictures of your team having fun or doing good in the community?  Email 
Jennifer Kluzak with your suggestions!   

mailto:president@northfieldhockey.net
http://assets.ngin.com/attachments/document/0091/3958/NHA_Minutes_December_2015.pdf
http://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_rl_rd_gw?_encoding=UTF8&ein=41-6173308
http://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_rl_rd_gw?_encoding=UTF8&ein=41-6173308
http://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_rl_rd_gw?_encoding=UTF8&ein=41-6173308
mailto:pr_communications@northfieldhockey.net

