
Rogers Area Youth Basketball 
Statement 

 
Over the past several days, a tremendous amount of misinformation has been circulated related to a 
RAYBA sanctioned high school team and the decision of the Northwest Suburban Basketball League 
(NWSBL) to temporarily suspend their participation.   In an effort to clear up confusion and also to work 
toward a potential solution, RAYBA would like to share the following pieces of information: 
 

1. The NWSBL is an independent league, run by volunteers, that offers the youth of the northwest 
suburbs of Minneapolis/St. Paul the opportunity to participate in an organized form of 
recreational/”house” basketball.  This league has been in existence for several years and until this 
year, RAYBA had never entered a team in this independent league. 

2. Due to facility constraints and the lack of participants, RAYBA has never before been able to offer 
a place for our high school aged girls to play.  This year, in an effort to assist interested young 
ladies in participating, the RAYBA board reached out to the NWSBL to inquire about entering 
one or more teams into their league.  The NWSBL agreed to allow RAYBA to field teams and 
participate in their league.  

3. The NWSBL informed our board that the other teams entered to participate in the league were 
composed of multiple teams from each of the other communities, with their most talented players 
dispersed equally between their community teams (through a draft process).   

4. RAYBA had a total of 14 young ladies express an interest in participating.  
5. RAYBA asked the 14 young ladies if they would split into two equal teams, comprised of seven 

players each.  The decision from the participants was that they would prefer to play together on 
one team.  This was communicated back to the NWSBL including the fact that the team was 
comprised of 11 seniors prior to the start of the season. 

6. The RAYBA team was allowed to participate in the first games on January 3, 2016. 
7. After the first two weekends of play, it was evident to all that the team that RAYBA sent to the 

NWSBL was comprised of players who exhibited talent beyond the other teams in the league. 
8. On Wednesday January 20th, the NWSBL reached out to RAYBA and informed the board that 

other teams in the NWSBL league did not believe that the level of skill and ability demonstrated 
by the RAYBA team was consistent with the skills and abilities of the other teams.    

9. In an effort to find a solution to the inequities between the other “balanced” community teams and 
the one RAYBA team, a meeting was scheduled for January 25, 2016 to find common ground and 
a reasonable solution. 

10. On January 23, 2016, a local media outlet was invited to attend an event sanctioned by the 
NWSBL.  RAYBA did not participate in nor did the board authorize the media involvement.  
During this event, it was reported that the RAYBA team was “kicked out of the league for being 
too good.”    

 
To be absolutely clear, the RAYBA team was not “kicked out” or dismissed from playing by RAYBA 
or any of the RAYBA volunteer board members.   
 
The meeting scheduled to address this was to be held privately with the NWSBL so as to find a 
reasonable compromise for all parties, with the hope of our girls being able to participate for the 
balance of the NWSBL season.  We support this team and in no way are we cutting ties with them.  
We will find ways for them to continue playing the game they love. 
 
The mission of RAYBA has been, and will continue to be the serving of our 1100 youth basketball 
players and their families.  RAYBA asks that any interested parties research the facts of this story 
before passing judgment. 
 
Thank You. 


