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Marine finds strength
in book of daily devotions.
Father finds hope in the same book
following his son’s death.

Have you
remembered?

My will...
or my
church
Leviticus 27:30
All tithes of the land whether in grain from the field
or in fruit from the trees,
belong to the Lord, as sacred
to Him.

Please remember
your Church
and the UMMF
in your will

For further information and a free copy of
“Your Wills Worksheet,” please complete the
form below, detach and mail to the UMMF,
P.O. Box 340006, Nashville, TN 37203-0006,
or email lcoppock@gcumm.org
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from the editor

events. We say we want to preach good
news, but we only publish dates, times
and locations.
In spite of the fact that this is a
quarterly magazine and deadlines are
difficult, I get frequent requests to publish
information about upcoming conferences
and events. What do I get after the
event is over? I usually receive another
announcement about another event.
We might wish more men had been
able to attend the life-changing event, but
we should, at least, try to use the written
word to share some of the received
information and inspiration.
Several publications carried
announcements about a Religious
Leadership Conference at the Iliff School
of Theology. After the event, few church
pages reported on any speeches delivered
at the Denver event. For those of you
unable to attend the United Methodist
conference, we offer a condensation of a
speech by the Rev. Michael Pfleger.
For those of you who have never
attended a Man-in-the-Mirror event, we
offer the story of Dennis Puleo, one of the
leaders of that Orlando-based ministry.
And, in place of a series of
announcements about United Methodist
Men meetings, we offer a series of reports
on various activities and events by men
“across the nation.”
I hope that you will take the time to
send news about your men’s group and
the content of inspiring or educational
seminars, conferences and events.
But, please, think twice about sending
announcements about meetings that only
a few readers can attend.
Rich Peck

United Methodist Men Purpose: To declare the centrality of Christ in every
man’s life, to promote the spiritual growth of men through effective
discipleship, and to model the servant leadership of Christ in our daily lives.
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When I place a copy of Strength for
Service to God and Country in the hands
of wounded soldiers, they are elated
beyond measure. They
see the book as a
tangible manifestation
of God’s help and
protection. They get so
much out of the daily
devotionals that it is
unbelievable. Thank you so
very much for this vibrant ministry to our
men and women, whether on the home
front or abroad.
Captain Vincent Dominique, chaplain
Walter Reed Army Medical Center
Washington, D.C.

Nearly half of US congregations
did not receive a member by
profession of faith

O

ne of the numbers in the UMC that
keeps going up is the percentage
of churches that did not receive any
members by profession of faith; in 2004, that
figure stood at 43 percent.
Bishop Michael Coyner, president of
the General Board of Discipleship, told that
agency this steadily growing number “is
causing all kinds of other numbers to decline,
including our ability to stand before God
and say we are doing a good job in making
disciples.”
Karen Greenwalt, top staff executive of
the board, notes that while the denomination
emphasizes clergy and lay collaboration,
“the reality is that many churches continue
practices that call for a passive laity who wait
for the direction of the clergy.” She describes
this laity as “passive churchgoers”
or “lethargic consumers” who are addicted
to a “consumer church.”

The soldiers of the 41 BCT, CJTF Phoenix
V, are richly blessed by the devotional,
Strength for Service to God and Country.
The rich thoughts and messages given
within its pages have encouraged and
inspired so many. I use the devotional
thoughts to open our nightly Battle
Update Briefs. We’ve had several soldiers
request them to mail home to their
families. One small group is using them
for a Bible study.
Chaplain Terry Schrick
Oregon National Guard
• • • • • •
When Rex Voss of Kernersville, N.C., saw
the spring issue cover photo of a bearded
young man with ear rings, he wrote
“If this represents the new generation
of Methodist men, I have difficulty
relating.”

letters

O

nly one year out of
journalism school,
Ted Jennings got a
promotion the day before
the Super Bowl.
He moved from the
“church page” to the
“sports page.”
Any move from the church page is a
promotion, but to move to the sports page
without a stopover in “classified ads” or
“obituaries” is remarkable.
The day after the Super Bowl, Publisher
James Scott called Jennings into his office.
“Today was an unusual beginning for
your first day as sports editor,” said Scott.
“I certainly didn’t expect your headline
story to discuss the upcoming bowling
tournament.”
“Yes, sir, I’m really proud of that,”
said Jennings. “All the other papers were
writing about the Super Bowl and I was
the only one to write about the bowling
tournament.”
“Didn’t it occur to you that our readers
expected to find stories about the Super
Bowl?” asked the publisher. “Oh, that is
yesterday’s news,” said Jennings. “I learned
on the church page that the real news is in
announcements about events, and I broke
the bowling story before any other paper
mentioned it.”
“Congratulations, Jennings,” said
Scott. “We’re putting you back on the
church page.”
****
It’s true, many church members
work hard to get announcements in their
local papers, but few of them send news
releases about what happened at the

At a March meeting of the board,
Greenwalt called on church leaders and
members to return to the basic disciplines of
the Christian faith: prayer, Bible study, fasting,
participating in worship and the sacraments,
doing good and doing no harm––the
essential work of spiritual formation.
“Our task of making disciples for Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world is
not a small task,” she said. “It is a worldwide
task, and it is needs urgent attention.”
Making disciples means helping people
understand the basic patterns and practices
of the faith and using the formula found in
Micah 6:8, she said. “We must do justice.
We must love kindness, and we must walk
humbly with God. This work of being a
disciple and making a difference in the world
is not our work; it is God’s work through us.”
This article is adapted from a UM News
Service release by Linda Green
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Veteran United Methodist Men leader named top executive
NASHVILLE, TENN.––David C. Adams, 56,
former president of Tennessee Conference
United Methodist Men and pastor of First
United Methodist Church in Lynchburg,
Tenn., has been elected general secretary
of the General Commission on United
Methodist Men.
Elected by the 23member commission,
Adams assumed
leadership of an eightmember Nashville staff
on June 19th.
In 1987, when
Adams was elected
president of Tennessee
Conference, United
Methodist Men
occupied last place in
the number of new
members. By 1990,
the conference led the
nation in growth. Over
the same period of
time, United Methodist
Men went from using
$2,000 in conference
apportionment monies
to raising over $40,000.
While serving as a conference
president, Adams was elected treasurer
of the National Association of Conference
Presidents. He was elected to the General
Board of Discipleship in 1992 and
served as secretary of the men’s division
during the 1993-96 quadrennium. He
also served as a delegate to the 1992
General Conference and Southeastern
Jurisdictional Conference.
Working as an insurance salesman
after graduation from Belmont University
in Nashville, Adams says he received a call
to the ministry while attending a 1994
meeting of United Methodist Men.
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Following his 1999 graduation
from Asbury Theological Seminary in
Wilmore, Ky., he was appointed associate
pastor of First United Methodist Church
in Shelbyville, Tenn. In 2000, he was
appointed to Monterey United Methodist
Church, and he was appointed to the
240-member Lynchburg
Church in 2003.
One of the
challenges of the nineyear-old commission is
to find ways to reach
unchurched men.
Adams should know
something about these
men. “I was baptized
in the Presbyterian
Church at age 12 and
had no relationship
with a church from
that time to age 23,
when I started dating
my wife, Joyce,”
says Adams. Joyce
happened to be a
United Methodist, and
from that time, Adams
served as chair of nearly every local church
committee.
Addressing himself to the needs of
United Methodist Men, the Tennessee
native suggests the commission must find
ways to relate to the younger generation
without losing its base of older men.
Noting the absence of young men in the
pews and in chapters of United Methodist
Men, Adams suggests following an
Emmaus saying, “Make a friend, be a
friend, and bring a friend to Christ.”
“We must find ways to enjoin both
generations in order to move forward
in the ministry of men,” says Adams.
“Finding a common purpose and goal
to unite men of all ages would enable

United Methodist Men to wake up to their
potential for Jesus Christ.”
One of the Adam’s concerns is for
children who have no fathers. “We live in
a culture where 50 percent of all families
do not have a father in the home,” says
Adams. “Men need to be involved as
role models in the passage of boys into
manhood.” The commission recently
signed a partnership agreement with Big
Brothers / Big Sisters to encourage men to
mentor children of incarcerated adults.
Bishop William W. Morris has been
serving as interim general secretary for the
commission since Joseph Harris resigned in
August, 2005 to become assistant to the
bishop and director of communications for
the Oklahoma Area.
The election of Adams was announced
by Gilbert Hanke, president of the General
Commission on United Methodist Men.
“The commission welcomes David as the
newest member and new leader of our
staff,” said Hanke. “We are excited with
the energy, vision and experience he brings
to this vital ministry of the church. I also
want to formally thank Bishop William
Morris who has served as general secretary
on an interim basis. He has brought calm
and caring guidance as we transitioned to
a new building and now to a new general
secretary. He is truly a servant leader of the
church.”
“As the interim general secretary of
the commission, I welcome the Rev. David
Adams to his new position,” said Bishop
Morris. “I look forward to his leadership
in the purpose of the commission, namely
making Christ central in the lives of men.”
Adams is expected to be appointed to
the commission by Bishop Richard Wills at
the conclusion of the June session of the
Tennessee Annual Conference.
“It’s an honor and a privilege to work
for Jesus Christ through the ministry of the
General Commission of United Methodist
Men,” concluded Adams.

An interview with
David Adams
UM Men: What steps can a local
church take to attract younger men?
David Adams: Churches must be
attentive to the needs and lifestyles
of younger men. They usually want
contemporary music and new
technology, new ways of doing things,
new experiences in worship, and new
approaches to doing ministry. However,
younger men need older men to share
traditions and experiences with them
about spiritual matters. Young men also
want to feel that the church is serious
about ministering to them.
 		
UM Men: When you were president
of UM Men in Tennessee Conference,
you led the nation in the growth of
new members. How did you accomplish
this?
David Adams: I assembled a group
of men who were passionate about the
ministry of men in our conference to
be conference leaders. We established
functioning organizations in all seven
districts. Our purpose was to reach
the local men’s groups as effectively as
possible. I personally visited over 125
local men’s organizations, some of
them two and three times. We knew
the men’s groups that were chartered
and those that were not chartered.
We developed mission and ministry
opportunities in which everyone could
participate and that we knew would
be successful. Success breeds success.
The local men’s units actually felt that
we were serving them, not asking them
to serve us. UM Men in the conference
were proud to be called “Methodist
Men.”
UM MEN l Summer 2006
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UM Men: How can UM Men help unify
a denomination that has diverse opinions
on theological and social-justice issues?
David Adams: Even though we have
diverse opinions theologically which
challenge our church, this same diversity
can be our strength. The purpose of UM
Men is “to declare the centrality of Christ
in our lives and in all our relationships,”
or to have Jesus Christ as the center
of our lives. If we keep our focus on
growing as disciples, men will increase
their desire to engage social-justice issues.
Our unity needs to be in Jesus Christ!
UM Men: While you were president of
UM Men in Tennessee, men’s ministry
went from using $2,000 in conference
apportionment monies to raising over
$40,000. Should the commission seek to
be self-supportive or should it continue to
rely on World Service monies? Should we
expand Legacy or rely on EMS support?
David Adams: With the establishment
of the General Commission on UM
Men in 1996, there was a desire to be
a self-supportive organization. I believe
that the desire today is to be as close
to self-supporting as possible. But I also
believe that we are a part of the United
Methodist Church and World Service
Funds and the expansion of the Legacy
and EMS programs would enable the
commission to reach our goal to be more
of a global organization.

UM Men: In recent years, the
commission has expanded the number of
groups with which it is affiliated, such as
a recent agreement with Big Brothers Big
Sisters. Should the commission continue
to seek new alliances or seek to improve
participation in present partnerships?
David Adams: William Booth, the
founder of the Salvation Army, said that
he would do anything to bring someone
to Jesus Christ. Any affiliation that will
help men deepen their relationship
with Jesus Christ and transform men
into disciples, and bring men to Christ,
should be considered. We must always
be looking to improve and enhance
any agreement we make with any
organization, especially our current
affiliations.
		
UM Men: Tell us about your family and
hobbies.
David Adams: I have an awesome
family starting with my wife, Joyce. We
have been married 32 years and have
three wonderful children: Carrie, Heather,
and Laura. I am the third of six children
born in Nashville, Tenn. I have lived in
Nashville most of my life. I served in the
U.S. Army (1970-71); I then enrolled in
Belmont University, graduating in 1975.
After accepting the call to pastoral
ministry in 1994, I attended Asbury
Theological Seminary, graduating in
1999. I have been a local pastor since
that time.
My hobbies include playing at golf and
doing a little fishing. However, my most
fun hobby is serving Jesus Christ. I am
having too much fun to call it work.

Don’t criminalize those who follow Jesus’ teachings

L

By Bill Mefford

ast December, the U.S. House of
Representatives passed a bill that would
criminalize undocumented migrants and
those who serve them.
Rending aid to someone who happens to
be undocumented and is in need could result
in felony charges. This means that if the House
bill were to become law, merely following
Jesus’ charge to feed the hungry, give water
to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, cloth
the impoverished, heal the sick, and visit the
imprisoned (Matthew 23) could land Christians
in prison for years.
The General Board of Church and
Society is advocating for the civil rights of
undocumented people in the same spirit
as those in the 19th century engaged in the
anti-slavery movement and those in the 20th
century participated in the suffrage and civilrights movements.
The United Methodist Church supports
“the need to be open to others and welcome
especially the sojourners in our midst”
(Resolution No. 118). Our responsibility to
welcome the stranger springs from our belief
as United Methodists that the undocumented
are present in the United States because of
“the promise of education, job opportunities,
and economic security . . . [as well as] an
unjust global economic system that drains their
countries’ resources, and thereby undermines
local and national economies” (Resolution
No. 265). Enforcement-only legislation that
penalizes undocumented migrants and those
who serve them is simply impractical because
it does not address the reasons for migration,
and it is also grossly immoral.

Issues are complex but solutions
are possible
Some may object that if we welcome the
stranger we may unjustly burden low-income
communities and low-skilled workers. This
illustrates the complexity of immigration, but
Scripture teaches us to be hospitable. Leviticus
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19:33-34 states that “when an alien lives
with you in your land, do not mistreat him.
The alien living with you must be treated as
one of your native-born. Love him as yourself,
for you were aliens in Egypt. I am the Lord
your God.” While written originally about
the Israelites, the lessons of this passage are
relevant to U.S. citizens today. In welcoming
the stranger we recognize that we too were
once immigrants. When offering hospitality we
also acknowledge God’s abiding concern for
sojourners of our world.
Yet, we are still left with the challenging
question of how to do justice when there
seem to be competing issues. What is certain
is that the idea of justice defined as preserving
the current social order cannot be applied,
and does not reflect scriptural justice. Stephen
Charles Mott, former professor of Christian
Social Ethics at Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary, says, “Biblical justice [combines] the
equal treatment of all human beings solely
for the reason that as humans they possess
bestowed worth from God . . . and creates the
obligation to seek the good of each.”
Therefore, all people––whether they are
undocumented, low-skilled workers, or live in
low-income areas, which could be negatively
affected through the influx of migration–
– deserve to share in the good of the overall
community. We must welcome the stranger,
while caring for the poor already in our midst.
Such action may necessitate a reordering of
the social order.
As a recipient of God’s grace, we are also
called to participate in God’s justice; this means
we must actively work to include those on the
margins of our society. The issue is complex,
but solutions are not impossible. Could the
only thing standing between our willingness to
welcome the stranger and care for the poor be
our own allegiance to the status quo?
Mefford is director of civil and human
rights for the General Board of Church
and Society
UM MEN l Summer 2006
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From USMC machine gunner
to ‘flamethrower’ for Christ

fter graduating from high school
in 1966, Dennis Puleo joined the
Marines. For 11 months, he carried
a machine gun through the jungles of
Vietnam.
In late April, 1967, on Hill 861 in
Khe Sahn, he laid severely wounded in a
pool of his own blood. On that day, he
desperately cried out to God.
“I really only knew OF God,” said
Puleo, “I never knew Him in any personal
way. My prayer really consisted of no more
than begging. I was dying and I knew it.
What did I have to lose?”

Dennis Puleo stands on Hill 861 in
Khe Sahn, Vietnam, in late April, 1967
10
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During his military service in Vietnam,
Puleo received three purple hearts. He was
shot twice, hit by a hand grenade and
torn apart by an 81mm mortar. He was
put back together with 400 stainless steel
sutures and he spent a year in and out of
V.A. Hospitals.
After his discharge and recovery,
Dennis married his high school sweetheart
and started his own security business at
age 25.
Success came easily. A “large”
personality enabled him to recruit;
train and motivate many sales types.
He transformed his simple home-based
business into a multi-million-dollar system.
“Although I had achieved the success
nobody in my family ever had, I still felt
empty, unsatisfied, and unfulfilled,”
said Puleo. “Even though I owned the
finest cars, a beautiful home, a lake-front
cottage, boats, motorcycles, snowmobiles
and office buildings, I was still unsatisfied.
All the toys––all the material things that
I was so sure would satisfy my soul––just
came up short. At age 34, I had become
trapped in a self-made cycle of work
hard––earn money––and pay bills.
“I would buy things I couldn’t afford
with the money I didn’t really have to
impress the people I actually didn’t like,”
he said. “It seemed like I was always
angry with my wife and children. I became
unpredictable and volatile, and I never
really knew why.
“My wife and kids were actually
beginning to dislike me. The problem
was––they weren’t the only ones. There
was no balance in my life and certainly no
joy.”
The first transforming experience
It was at a couple’s house in the White
Mountains of New Hampshire in the fall

of 1980 that
Puleo finally
surrendered to
God.
“We hardly
knew this young
couple; Peter
and Nancy
McFarlane,”
said Puleo, “but
they possessed
something I really
Dennis Puleo
wanted. They had
peace of mind and some sense of inner joy
which I had never experienced.
“I was transformed after a simple
prayer,” he said. “Many bad habits fell
away, and my heart was supernaturally
changed. I felt as if a huge burden was
lifted off my back. I was set free. For the
first time, I understood the difference
between praying and begging; and the
difference between religion and a personal
relationship.”
When traveling for business after the
White Mountain experience, his daughter
would hide her stuffed smurf doll in his
luggage. As she kissed him goodbye, she’d
say to her new Christian dad, “Don’t forget
who you are!”
Puleo again began to focus on
business, and in no time at all, he and
Joanne built the largest residential security
business in New England, with 40 dealers in
six states and sales in excess of $5 million.
One year later he moved to Maryland to
become vice president of franchise sales
for the national distributor, and by 1989 he
was named chief operating officer with 134
franchisees and $25 million in sales. Puleo
was featured in Success Magazine, and he
was a speaker at several conventions and
universities on topics of entrepreneurship,
customer service, and creative marketing.

He joined the board for the National
Center for Missing and Exploited Children
in Washington D.C., and he helped
assemble a team of people to sponsor an
Olympic bob sled team.
Bad habits and vulgar language return
During this time, Puleo said some of his
old habits began to creep back into his life
again. Once a good friend took him aside
and warned him not to use vulgar language
in front of his boys. “I was unbelievably
embarrassed, but I just brushed it off,
quietly avoided him, and tried to act as
though it never happened,” said Puleo.
At age 52, Puleo and his wife, Joanne,
sold their home and bought a 50-foot
Hatteras motor yacht to cruise from Maine
to Florida––a three-year vacation.
One day his dock master said, “I saw
you in church Sunday. I didn’t know you
were a Christian.” “My heart sank,” said
Puleo. “I had lost my first love, and I knew
it. Patterns of sin (selfishness, arrogance,
and pride) had easily worked their way
back into my life; or as my daughter would
say: ‘I forgot who I was.’ It was becoming
apparent to me that I was failing in my
attempt to be a ‘Lone Ranger Christian.’”
But even this event didn’t change
Puleo’s life style. He brushed off the
experience, fired up his diesel engines and

Dennis Puleo chats with Ft. Benning, Ga.,
soldiers after a July, 2005, address to some
600 boot camp graduates. Eighty percent
of these troops would be deployed to Iraq.
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cruised the intra-coastal waters for the next
three years.
The former Marine responds to a
challenge
It was on a business trip to Orlando
that a man invited Puleo to attend Pat
Morley’s Friday morning Bible study where
he was given a copy of The Man in the
Mirror book.
“The book resonated with me,” said
Puleo. “I realized that I had become a
cultural Christian, and I wasn’t really
committed. Although I knew I was going
to heaven as a believer and follower of
Christ, I was actually living a double life. I
felt like the dog that returns to his vomit.”
“I couldn’t put that book down,”
said Puleo. “I knew I was not living an
authentic life, and Pat challenged me to
live a life of significance, love my wife as I
once did, and give to others as I never had
before.”

Puleo says he got on his knees and
made things right with God––“Right
there- all alone in my boat.” He told God,
“From this day forward, if you’re not in it,
I’m not interested.”
Eventually, he ended up selling the
boat and moving to Orlando where he
now serves as a faculty member and
director of the Chairman’s Advisory
Council for the Man in the Mirror.
“As a salesman and entrepreneur, I
have sold every product imaginable, but
not one with the guarantee of peace of
mind now and an everlasting life later,”
he concluded.
Puleo is available to tell his life-changing
story to UM Men across the nation. If
you would like him to speak to your
group, call Lucy Blair at Man in the Mirror
407-472-2113 or e-mail him at dennis@
puleopearls.com

The Picnic
A Jewish Rabbi and a Catholic Priest met at the town’s annual
4th of July picnic. Old friends, they began their usual banter.  
“This baked ham is really delicious,” the priest teased the rabbi.
“You really ought to try it. I know it’s against your religion, but I can’t
understand why such a wonderful food should be forbidden! You don’t know what
you’re missing. You just haven’t lived until you’ve tried Mrs. Hall’s prized Virginia Baked
Ham. Tell me, Rabbi, when are you going to break down and try it?”
The rabbi looked at the priest with a big grin, and said, “At your wedding.”
12
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What will the church do after the huddle?
By Michael Pfleger

A

fter the experience on the
Mount of Transfiguration, Jesus
led the disciples back down the
mountain because the work of the church
was not on the mountain.
In the same way, the work of the
church is neither what we do on Sunday
nor at the Wednesday night Bible study.
These are only huddles. Nobody goes to
see a football team huddle. The audience
wants to see what we do after we come
out of the huddle.
The church has historically never been
satisfied only to huddle. The church has
stood up to Pharaohs and called for the
removal of shackles of people who are
held in bondage by systems. The church
has been the prophetic voice speaking
to the social, political, educational, and
economic structures of society. The
church has been the prophetic voice that
cries, “There is another way to live. There
is another way to value. There is another
way to look at success.”

The church has been silenced
But the church has recently been
silenced. It has become one of the
Fortune 500 corporations. Instead of
being a voice for justice, it has ignored
the suffering of our people. Now that
the church has received some faith-based
initiatives grants and has been invited
to the White House, the church has
drunk from the cup of compromise. It
has preferred to do the invocation and
the benediction for Pharaoh instead of
coming before Pharaoh saying, “Let my
people go.”
I’m confused and saddened as I
wonder “Where are the babies of the
Civil Rights movement whose mothers

“There is another way
to live. There is another
way to value.
There is another way
to look at success.”
and fathers were bitten by dogs, beaten
and jailed. Now the children have become
justifiers of the law and the banner
carriers of a rewritten Bible. When did
this lobotomy take place?
Just because signs are down from
water fountains does not mean that
things have changed. It makes no
difference if people can go to any hotel if
they can’t get jobs to pay the hotel bill.
Where are those who embrace the
Prince of Peace when a preemptive attack
was launched on a nation based on a lie
and now maintained by fear? Where is
the church when $50 billion are cut from
the poor and $56 billion given to the
rich?
Is the church silent because some
people have cars, houses and jobs?
Can the church not see the thousands
who struggle to keep lights on and to
feed grandbabies? The church operates
food pantries that feed the hungry. Why
doesn’t the church address the root
causes of poverty and hunger?
Why does the church not see the
contradiction between what Christ
said to the thief upon a cross and the
execution of Stanley “Tookey” Williams?
The message seems clear: “Even if you
change, we will kill you.”
continued on page 14
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continued from page 13

We are foolish if we think we are
successful because we now have some
mega-churches.
Some people define a mega-church
as a church with over 2,000 members,
but a mega-church ought to be a church
that has a mega impact. It’s not how
many come into the pews, it’s what the
church is doing to transform society. If
we’re going to judge success by numbers,
then the life of Jesus was a failure. At
the end of his ministry we find him at
the cross with only a few people present
and no church and no hall named in his
memory.

Where is the rage?

People are waiting to see how we will
take the word and make it flesh. People
are waiting to see where is the rage that
made Jesus turn over tables and call
Pharisees hypocrites. Where is our rage at
racism, poverty and terrorism?
Terrorism didn’t begin on
9-11. Terrorism is as old as slave ships
coming across the ocean. It’s as old as
people who arrived on this continent and
called themselves discoverers and killed
and enslaved the residents. Terrorism is as
old as faith-based lynching where people
went to church and then hung men
women and children and prayed about it.
Terrorism is also as new as Katrina
where armies can be transported across
an ocean, but we can’t get people off
of rooftops and we can’t get drinking
water to thousands of evacuees. Waters
covered the land, but they uncovered the
terrorism of racism and classism in the
land. Where is the rage?
Where is the rage at people who
only preach on abortion and gay
marriage? How come poverty is not on
the agenda of America when there are
over 2,000 references to it from Genesis
to Revelation? Where’s homelessness and
where is hunger in the Bible of America?
Where is racism and prejudice?
14
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I think abortion is wrong, but
abortion is not just what happens in a
woman’s womb. Abortion is whenever
a man, a woman, a boy or a girl cannot
reach their God-given potential. Abortion
happens in classrooms, in corporate
America, in churches and all over society.
Those abortions are more frequent than
those that take place in wombs. Where’s
the rage in the church?
We’ve been consumed with the
desire for prosperity, but people are
waiting to see if we still believe in the
cross. In my Bible, Good Friday still comes
before Easter. Where is the church that is
willing to say discipleship still costs? If we
are unwilling to carry the cross, we will
not see the glory of God.
People are waiting to see if we
believe that love and peace are more
valuable than violence and war. The
church is waiting to see if we are going
to do more than be good Samaritans
who pick up bodies along the roadside.
Are we willing to build a society where
people don’t end up lying on the road?
The real love of Jesus is not passing a
coin to a beggar, but reconstructing the
structures that create poverty.
People are waiting to see if our nonprofit status will continue to make us
non-prophetic.
People are waiting to see if we’ll
come down from the mountain top and
answer the cries of hurting and suffering
people.
The Rev. Dr. Michael
Pfleger is pastor of St.
Sabina Catholic Church
in Chicago, Ill. This
article is adapted from a
speech delivered at the
Iliff Religious Leadership
Conference in Denver,
Colo., last January.

A rebellious son helps change the life of his father
Rusty Elliot, a U.S. postal employee and a member of the Pleasant Hill UMC in Sherrard,
W. Va., did not want anything to do with “Walk to Emmaus” or any other spiritualenrichment programs. His son, Jarrod, a high school junior, was described by his father as
a “belligerent punk.” But Jarrod became the one who convinced his father to participate in
the life-changing experience. Both father and son tell the story from their perspectives.
A Father’s Perspective
By Charles (Rusty) Elliott
I have to admit that the first thought
that crossed my mind when I was asked to
write this article was “no.” I think some things
are personal and should be kept that way.
However, I also realize that God calls us to let
our light shine to the world, so I pray that by
sharing this life-changing experience someone
else might be uplifted and encouraged.
Allow me to give you a little background.
I have attended church on a somewhat regular
basis throughout my life, sprinkled with years
of inactivity, and I certainly wouldn’t have
considered myself to be following God’s will
for my life. It was truly more of an obligation
to attend church and not the honor and
privilege I now believe it to be.
Several years ago, however, my wife,
Missie, received a call to ministry in the United
Methodist Church and now serves a four-point
charge. I thank God for her faith and God’s
grace that brought my son and me to where
we are today.
Looking back, I know that my lukewarm
attitude toward Christianity rubbed off on my
son, Jarrod. Sure he attended church regularly
with his mother, sisters, grandmother and me
(whenever I got around to it), but as he grew
into his teenage years everything seemed to
fall apart. Practically overnight, Jarrod went
from a sweet little boy to a sullen, belligerent
punk. There was trouble at home, and school
was a nightmare of bad grades, detention,
and fights. No punishment, reasoning, or
begging could change the situation. My
frustration level reached a point that I even
thought about resorting to the old fashioned

“trip to the woodshed” to beat some sense
into the kid, but deep down I knew that
wasn’t the answer.
Thankfully, when Jarrod entered high
school his mother got him involved in
Young Life and this was the start of Jarrod’s
transformation.
About the same time, two of Missies’
friends, Ted and Cheryl Boggs, who are also
pastors, invited her to attend a “Walk to
Emmaus” weekend; she eagerly accepted.
After she came back all she could talk about
was how wonderful it was and how much
she wanted Jarrod and me to attend. I, on
the other hand, wanted nothing to do with it,
and I wondered if she had been sucked into
some kind of cult. However, she kept insisting
that Jarrod go on a Chrysalis flight, the youth
version of the Walk to Emmaus. In the fall of
2004, he reluctantly agreed to attend.
Jarrod was a different boy when he came
back from his flight. This boy who 72 hours
ago was a dark, angry, rebellious person
returned to us as a loving, Christ-filled young
man who had no problem letting us know
exactly where his priorities now were. The
change was amazing, but I can tell you that it
was real and it is lasting. Through the power of
Christ and the faithful, willing servants of the
North Central West Virginia Emmaus/Chrysalis
Community, God did for my son what I, as
much as I loved him, could not do. Jarrod and
all of the young people I have encountered in
Young Life and Chrysalis continue to amaze
me. They are on fire for Jesus and it is a
blessing to watch them boldly live out their
faith
Well, as you can imagine, after Jarrod had
such a life-changing experience, the
continued on page 16
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Jarrod Elliott (left) and his dad, Rusty
pressure was now doubled for me to go. I was
still not exactly what you would call eager to
go, but I was softening to the idea.
The purpose of the Emmaus / Chrysalis
experience is not to bring the unchurched to
Christ but to build up the faith of Christians,
and equip them to lead efforts to expand the
Kingdom of God. Jarrod became one of those
leaders when he volunteered to give one of
15 “talks” that are given over the course of a
Chrysalis weekend. Before the weekend, our
church, Pleasant Hill United Methodist Church,
had a youth service and our pastor, the Rev.
John Flynn, asked Jarrod to preview his talk by
giving the sermon that day.
I sat in amazement as I watched Jarrod
confidently deliver the message that God had
given to him. I remember one of the folks in
our congregation saying that she kept looking
over at my wife, Missie, and me while Jarrod
was speaking because she could imagine how
proud we were. I don’t know if that was the
look on my face or not because all I could
think of how much Jarrod had changed in
such a short period of time. In a matter of
months we went from reviewing nearly failing
grades, calls from the principal, and arguments
at home, to watching him proclaim the Word.
It was this change that finally convinced
me. Even though I was still reluctant and a little
fearful, in April, 2005, I attended a Walk to
Emmaus. On that weekend I had a beautiful
experience. I found out that for all of the
years that I thought I had been a Christian just
because I attended church and somewhat tried
to live a good life, I was fooling myself. I knew
Christ in my head, but He did not have my
heart and life as Lord and Savior. I had religion,
but I had no relationship.
16
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All of that changed on Saturday night
as I knelt at the chapel altar and gave my life
completely to Jesus Christ as my Christian
brothers gathered around me. I didn’t do this
out of obligation or fear; I did so because I
wanted to be changed the way Jarrod had
been changed.
As I knelt there praying, I felt what John
Wesley described as his heart being “strangely
warmed.” But even those words do not do
justice to what happened that night. From that
moment on I knew that my life was going to
different and it has been in glorious ways.
At the end of the walk, the pilgrims, as
we are called, have an opportunity to share
what their weekend has meant to them. It
was in that setting that my wife and son first
learned of my transformation. Needless to
say they were overjoyed and after the closing
service, I remember Missie coming to me; we
hugged, cried and laughed together. It was
very special and emotional, but when Jarrod
came up to me the joy and love that welled up
inside of me was more than I could bear. We
embraced each other with tears of joy running
down our faces. There was no need for words.
We both knew that our lives individually and
as a family were never going to be the same
again.
Isaiah 11:6 says, “...and a little child shall
lead them.” For me, that child was my child.
Imagine a father being led by his son. Jesus
said in Matthew 18:3 that unless we change
and become like little children we cannot enter
the Kingdom of Heaven and God showed
me through my son how to enter. To say I am
proud of the Godly young man Jarrod has
become is an understatement.
I am happy to say that I have now
assumed with joy and enthusiasm my proper
place as the spiritual head of our household
and as a servant in the church. I thank God
every day not only for my wife and son but
also for my two daughters, Katrina and
Megan, and for the awesome and humbling
privilege of leading our family in the Christian
walk. I am also eternally grateful for all of the
people God placed in my path along the way

that has brought me to where I am today.
With praise and thanksgiving in my heart I can
now truly say, as for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord.
A Son’s Perspective
By Jarrod Elliott
When I was first asked to write this
response, I wasn’t sure how to put my
experience into words. My Chrysalis weekend
was an indescribable event and no words can
do it justice.
Before that experience, I had been having
a lot of problems in my life. Sure I went to
church but only because I had to. I was one
of those kids that just didn’t care. I wasn’t in
trouble often but when I was, it was usually
big trouble. When Mom asked me to go to
Chrysalis, I figured there wasn’t much use in
saying no because it was one of those things I
wasn’t going to win.
When the day came for me to go, I
started thinking of ways to get out of it, but
nothing I could think of would help. So I went
along, figuring I could deal with a weekend of
a church people.
It started out mind-numbingly boring
with a bunch of annoying people talking
about God. I thought I would lose my mind
before the weekend was over. However, in an
evening chapel service, a kid about my age
started talking. I tried to ignore him, but the
more he talked, the more I started to hear the
story of my life and how things had been for
me.
As I listened, I realized that Jesus had
always been someone to whom I could turn.
The kid said that before he came to Chrysalis
he had worn masks of happiness and anything
else that was needed at the time. He told how
God had taken away those masks and showed
him how to really feel happy or even sad. He
knew that the God of the universe loved him.
When I came back from the Chrysalis
weekend, I had gone from an ugly caterpillar
and emerged from my chrysalis into a beautiful
butterfly, a new creation in Christ. I realized
that I needed to share this experience and I

knew one person in particular who needed
it––my dad.
I knew that Dad needed to go on an
Emmaus walk, the adult version of the
Chrysalis weekend. Before this, my Dad and
I had an okay relationship but I knew that he
wasn’t where he needed to be with Christ .I
urged him to go on an Emmaus weekend and
told him what it was like.
After a while of talking about it, Dad
finally agreed to go. I think he did so mostly to
get my mom and me off his back.
During Dad’s weekend, I worked in the
camp kitchen. Because of the large amount of
work, I only saw him at meal times. Even then
we didn’t talk because I was working.
But one time, after the group had been
at the chapel, one of the men that had been
there came into the kitchen, hugged me, and
said, “Your dad is such a blessing.” After that
I knew that Dad’s weekend was going great
and I couldn’t wait to get to talk to him.
The families of all the men were
able to attend a closing chapel service on
Sunday. Each man talked about his Emmaus
experience. When my dad got up to talk, I
wasn’t really sure what to expect, except that I
knew it would be good. One of the first things
he said was the best thing for which I could
have hoped. Dad said he had accepted Christ
into his life.
After the service was over we hugged
and cried and then spent the 90-minute ride
home talking about his weekend and what
had happened.
Since that weekend, we have become a
lot closer. It’s hard to describe the differences
in our relationship; it’s just one of those
things you can feel. We don’t just watch
football games and hunt together anymore.
Now we go to church and are growing in
our relationship with Christ together and we
actually talk when we’re together instead
of just sitting in the same room. I guess you
could say that since our experiences with
Chrysalis and Emmaus we’ve become a lot
more like friends. I thank God for both of our
experiences and am excited about where this
journey of faith will take us in the future.
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Marine finds strength in book of daily devotions
Father finds hope in the
same book following his
son’s death

T

he father of Marine Corporal
Brandon Aguiar picked up a copy
of Strength for Service to God and
Country at Camp Pendleton, Calif.,
chapel of the hospital where Brandon
was being treated for esophageal
cancer.
“I gave a copy to Brandon who
read it while undergoing radiation and
chemotherapy treatments,” said Edward
Aguiar. “We both found inspiration and
strength in the book.”

Brandon Aguiar
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First sign of trouble
Earlier, Brandon had returned to his
North Richland Hills, Texas, home for
Thanksgiving after serving eight months
in Iraq, Afghanistan and Kuwait with
the 11th Marine Expedition Unit. During
the visit home, he found it difficult to
swallow. Edward and Olga brought their
son to a Texas physician who found a
tumor the size of a quarter in Brandon’s
throat.
Although his parents tried to
convince Brandon to have surgery in
Texas, he returned to Camp Pendleton,
Calif. It was at a base hospital that the
couple learned their son’s tumor was
malignant. In Dec. 2004, Brandon
returned to his Texas home for
additional surgery and treatment at Fort
Worth hospitals.
As a small sample of Brandon’s
courage, he had earlier been asked to
speak at high school career day. Two
weeks after much of his stomach had
been removed, he struggled out of bed,
put on his dress uniform and spoke at
the school.

Brandon proudly shows off added unauthorized décor during his tour in Iraq. He
brought the antlers with him from his home in Texas
A former star catcher on the Carroll
High School baseball team, Brandon
gradually returned to helping his father
coach the Black Hawk baseball team,
a select team of 16 year-olds. His own
college baseball career had been cut short
when, in 2002, he blew out an elbow
playing ball for Howard Junior College in
Big Springs, Texas.
Edward says that Brandon joined the
Marines after attending a Sunday service
at Fellowship Church in Grapevine. The
church, that each week attracts over
15,000 people to one of four services,
constantly surprises congregants. On this
Sunday, Pastor Ed Young drove a full-sized
tank onto the stage to talk about putting
on the “whole armor of God.” Shortly
after that service, Brandon enlisted in the
Marines where he was selected as the
squad leader, and his photo was used in
a national poster for Marine recruiting
offices.
Brandon returns to college
In the fall of 2005, following weeks
of healing from surgeries, chemotherapy

and radiation, Brandon moved into an
apartment in North Richland Hills, and he
resumed his collegiate career at Tarrant
County College in Fort Worth.
On Oct. 27, 2005, he was told that
he was cancer free. Life seemed to be
returning to normal.
In December, Brandon returned to his
parent’s home in to celebrate Christmas
with his 22-year-old sister, Ja’cette, a
nursing school student. “It seemed like
we were saying goodbyes over that
holiday,” said Edward, 46, a former police
officer who now runs a fitness center
and continues to coach teen baseball.
Following the holiday, Brandon returned to
his apartment.
Brandon enters the church triumphant
On January 20, the day Brandon’s unit
left for the 3rd time to Iraq, he died in his
sleep. Friends had phoned 911 when they
found him unresponsive.
Brandon’s friends remember him as a
linebacker for the Southlake Carroll High
School, a catcher on the baseball team
and a member of the co-ed cheerleading
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competition squad. “Brandon had the
unique ability to light up a room with
his smile and infectious laughter,” said
friends. “You felt pure love and a sense of
happiness being in his presence. He was a
selfless person who taught young children,
his peers and even adults the importance
of love, friendship and personal sacrifice.
His strength was immeasurable, for he
endured more in his brief 23 years of living
than most people will experience in their
lifetimes.”
Edward says he still reads from the
Strength for Service book. The entry for
January 20, the day of Brandon’s death,
includes this sentence from Paul Calhoun,
a Presbyterian pastor from Spokane,
Wash.:

Conversation at annual conference results in
additional inspirational books for U.S. armed forces

A
A Marine honor guard escorts the casket
of Brandon Aguiar out of the church
“That which will make you a great
soldier, or sailor, or flyer will be the putting
on of the whole armor of God, and having
done all, to stand.”

United Methodist Men sent a box of Strength for Service books to the 148th Support
Battalion stationed at Camp Adder in Tallil, Iraq. Captain Paul N. Douglas,
chaplain of the battalion, sent the commission this certificate of appreciation.
“Your actions send a very visible message to the soldiers that they are indeed
cared for and supported,” said Douglas.
20
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conversation at annual
conference between two UM
leaders resulted in a $5,000 gift
to provide copies of a historic book of
daily devotions to deployed troops.
Robert Powell and Edmon H.
McKinley struck up a conversation
while attending a 2003 session of
the Alabama-West Florida Annual
Conference.
Powell, chair of the UM Men
Foundation, told McKinley about
Strength for Service to God and Country,
a book first published for troops serving
in World War II and rediscovered and
published by a California Boy Scout.
McKinley, an attorney from
Thomasville, and chair
of the distribution
committee of
the Julian
T. Turner
Charitable
Trust, was
impressed by
the project and
took a request
to the other three
members of the
committee. The
committee agreed
with McKinley that
this was a project that
deserved support and
issued a grant
of $5,000 to provide additional free
copies to troops being deployed to Iraq
and Afghanistan.
“The fact that the project was
launched by Boy Scout as part of his
Eagle project was appealing to me,”

said McKinley, 57, who is also an Eagle
Scout who attended Philmont Ranch
and Scouting Jamboree. “A blend of
scouting, patriotism and strong religious
convictions has resulted in a helpful
resource for our armed forces.”
McKinley is the attorney who
established two trust funds for the late
Julian T. Turner and Thomas Turner, and
he is the only person who serves on both
distribution committees. The committees
annually provide about $100,000 to
projects in west Alabama and across the
nation. “We like to give to projects we
can see and touch,” said McKinley. The
funds have supported fire departments,
school projects, a men’s shelter, Auburn
University projects, and a retired
physician who provides free
medical work and drugs
for indigent patients.
As a 30year member
of Thomasville
UMC, McKinley is
especially pleased
to support a United
Methodist project. He
has served as Sunday
school superintendent
and a member of the
administrative board for the
400-member congregation.
He is also a graduate of UMrelated Birmingham Southern University
and serves on the alumni executive
committee.
McKinley and his wife, Margie,
are proud parents of two grown
daughters and a son who is a senior
in high school.
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churches develop a male leadership core
that is in a passionate pursuit of God.
The team encourages other churches to
engage in similar life-changing activities.
Dan Schaffer, founder of the 10-year old
program, led the April experience.
BLACKSTONE, Va.––Last year, 347
men attended a Virginia Conference
Spiritual Retreat with Bill Bouknight,
pastor of the 7,000-member Christ UMC
in Memphis, Tenn. In November, the
men will return to the Assembly Center
in Blackstone for a retreat to be led by
Winston Worrell, director of the World
Methodist Evangelism Institute.

XENIA, Ohio––UM Men of Faith
Community UMC raised $5,162 in 2005.
John Sherer, president of the group and
president of Dayton South District UM
Men, says the funds were primarily raised
by a garage sale. Projects supported
include: a South East Asia UM Committee
on Relief project ($300); Strength for
Service ($200); United Theological
Seminary ($1,000); Kiev Music Mission
($200), hurricane relief ($200); and Habitat
for Humanity ($200). The men hold
monthly dinner meetings and a monthly
work day.
NORFOLK, Neb.––Last year, UM
men from Nebraska rode their bikes 22
miles on the Cowboy Trail and back. The
effort raised $9,180. That amount was
supplemented by other fund-raising efforts
so a total of $10,557 was disbursed to
the Nigeria-Nebraska Partnership, Society
of St Andrew, disaster response, Heifer
22
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International, camping, scholarships to
seminarians and youth, Hispanic ministry,
emergency relief, Omaha community
centers, rural response, prison and blind
ministries, Hope of Hearing-Haiti, Strength
for Service devotionals, Epworth Village
for kids, Upper Room prayer line, and
repairs to Hallam and Valentine UM
churches following a tornado.

ROGERS, Ark.—UM Men of Grace
UMC split wood to raise money for
mission trips to Honduras and Mexico.
The effort also stocked the church’s
food pantry and helped pay for a church
member’s septic system. Last year, the
group sold more than 100 ricks at $45
each. “This is much bigger than we ever
thought it would be,” said group member
Jim Aldrich. “After one cold snap, my
phone was busy all winter.”

ST. LOUIS, Mo.––UM Men attended
a June 17 baseball game between the
Cardinals and the Colorado Rockies at the
new Busch Stadium. Tom Correnti, chair of
the UM Men night, reserved 650 seats for
the game. The game followed a training
experience for Men’s Ministry Specialists at
Manchester UMC.
GARDEN GROVE, Calif.––UM Men
met here in April to launch a year-long
four-phase Building Brothers program.
The effort is designed to help local

All aboard––Conductor Joe Polk keeps a
model train running at a UM Men exhibit
during a ministry fair at First UMC in
Douglas, Ga.

HOUSTON, Texas––Men of First
UMC have given the church $23,000
in the last six years through various
fundraisers, including the selling of pecans
and holiday treats each November and
December. The organization was begun
in 2000 by Thomas H. Weir, who served
as the first president of the group and is
now the publicity director. Attendance at
meetings averages in the high 80s with a
record attendance of 196. In 1982, Weir
also began a unit of UM Men while he
was a member of Holy Trinity UMC in
Houston. He was recently awarded a life
membership in UM Men.

Men and women scan items at a “man’s
garage sale” sponsored by men of Christ
UMC in Fairview Heights, Ill
FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS, Ill.––Men of
Christ UMC sponsored a spring “Man’s
Garage Sale” featuring hardware, sporting
goods, tools, electronics, and a variety of
other goods that appeal to men. When
the doors opened at 8 a.m. a line of eager
buyers wrapped around the corner of the
church. By 8:45, the crowd had scooped
up well over 50 percent of the items. Yes,
women also attended and purchased
almost as much as the men. When the sale
closed at 4 p.m., the few remaining items
were donated to a rummage sale, hosted
by UM Women. Bill Lawrence, president
of UM Men at Christ Church reports that
almost $1,500 was raised for MENistries.
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SEAL BEACH, Calif.––Seventy-five
men from the Naval Coastal Warfare
Squadron learned how a World War
II book of daily devotions came to be
republished from the Boy Scout who
launched the project. Evan Hunsberger
told staff at an April drill weekend how his
grandfather read from Strength for Service
to God and Country long after his service
in World War II and Korea. Evan was
joined by his parents, Don and Cathie, his
brother, Alec, and fellow Boy Scout, John
Homolak. The group presented books to
the assembled squadron. Don Hunsberger
told Deputy Commander Captain Carl
Nagata that his boys continue to raise
funds to publish the books for U.S. service
personnel. “It is the least we can do for
the sacrifices they are making for all of
us,” said Don.
GULFPORT, Miss.––Hundreds of
United Methodists have come to this town
to help rebuild homes after Hurricane
Katrina. Ed Enstine, president of UM Men
of North Central New York Conference,
was part of a 23-member Volunteersin-Mission team from upstate New
York. The group rebuilt a roof, removed
toppled trees, sheet rocked homes, and
finished other projects in North Gulfport.
“The word for the day––every day––was
flexibility,” says Enstine.
DENHAM SPRINGS, La. ––If you
visit the kitchen of First UMC, you will
see a framed apron hanging on the wall.
Sam Delrie, a 33-year
member of First UMC
in Denham Springs,
La., proudly displays
his framed apron
that now hangs in
the church kitchen
to honor him for
cooking breakfasts
for 30 years.
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That apron belonged to Sam H. Delrie
who served breakfasts for UM Men for
over 30 years when he decided to enjoy
breakfasts from the other side of the
counter. In 1996, Sam was given a lifetime
membership to UM Men.

the greatest potential for sponsoring Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Campfire and 4-H,”
said Lyons. He notes that 50 percent of
Scouts come from families that have no
church homes, and this is an excellent way
to introduce them to the faith community.

SEVERNA PARK, Md.––In March,
34 children and young people received
God and Country Awards at Severna
Park UMC. Dr. Kenneth, Lyons Jr.,

WOODWORTH, La.––Fifty Boy and
Girl Scouts and 25 leaders participated in
a religious campout to help them achieve
a religious award. The gathering at the
Wesley Center was sponsored by UM

Dr. Kenneth Lyons and Dawn Strumsky,
a God and Me counselor join Boy Scout
Jared Griffin and Girl Scout Michelle
Sherman after a March ceremony in
Severna Park (Md.) UMC where 34 young
people received God and Country awards.

scouting coordinator for the BaltimoreWashington Conference, serves at the
scouting ministry coordinator for 2,100member congregation. He has served in
that capacity in several churches for the
past 37 years and has had as many as 50
young people in the God and Country
program at one time. “We are also doing
our best to identify churches that have

Men of Louisiana Conference. Joe Kelley,
president, said the importance of the
event was illustrated by one youth who
asked his teacher, “What is a pastor?” “It
was obvious the youth had never been in
a church or taught anything about Jesus,”
said Kelley. The weekend provided an
opportunity for leaders to witness to Christ
and the church. Leaders of the event
included: Ken Graham, David Carlton, Joe
Hoover, Roy Owens, James Poole, and R.L.
Bethany.

Brian Manwiller (left), president of
Virginia Conference UM Men, stands
with David Blontz, Central Pennsylvania
Conference President, in front of
the new building for the General
Commission on United Methodist Men.
In spite of the fact that Brian knew he
was dying, he attended the National
Association of Conference Presidents in
March. “My wife, Sandy, and I initially
reacted to the news as you’d expect,
with tears and a brief period of shock,”
said Brian. “It wasn’t long, however,
before we agreed that God had
brought us this far and would certainly
bring us through the next stage of
my life.” Brian died on April 17. St.
Stephen’s UMC in Burke, Va., inducted
Manwiller into the John Wesley Society
last January.
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Spiritual wounds healed at weekend retreats
“Almost all men carry hidden wounds
A second Flight Quest in Kentucky
On Super Bowl weekend in February,
which they’ve hidden for years,” says David
over 40 men from Broadway UMC in
Reed, one of the leaders of two weekend
Bowling Green, Ky., attended a second
retreats in Kansas and Kentucky.
Flight Quest retreat at Camp Loucon near
The “Flight Quest” retreats opened the
hearts of participants and “allowed the light
of God’s love to shine into the dark places of
our hearts where the wounds are hidden,”
said Reed. “Once wounds are exposed to
God’s healing light, men are filled with the
healing love of the Holy Spirit.”

The Kansas experience
Some 70 men attended a January Flight
Quest retreat at Rock Springs Ranch, a 4-H
Foundation facility near Manhattan, Kans.
Mike Taylor, a captain in the U.S. Army
and a participant in the Kansas Flight Quest,
said he went to the weekend “seeking the
fellowship of other Christian men. I came
away with so much more––a renewed fire
for Jesus Christ.” He said the experience
enabled him to “lift a heavy burden off
of my heart and free me from that neverending pain to see how and where God has
done some amazing things in my life. God
has never spoken to me in this way before I
went to Flight Quest.”

Leitchfield, Ky.
The Rev. Tom Albin, dean of The Upper
Room, served as one of the leaders of the
Kentucky retreat, which is based on the
GodStory movement. He said, “This past
weekend was an amazing work of God! It
touched the hearts and lives of all the men–
–including me. I would never have believed
it if I had not been there. Men shared the
stories of God’s work in their lives for six
solid hours! We missed the morning snack
time and lunch! The presence of God was
so real that no one wanted to leave—and
no one did until every man had a chance
to share his story, receive prayer and be
affirmed in his renewed commitment to
Christ. It was a spiritual Super Bowl—and
God won, 46 to nothing!”
William Kevin Mays said of the
Kentucky experience, “God faithfully
answered our prayers for healing and
forgiveness. He reached down from the
heavens to touch the hearts of all the
spiritual pilots in this weekend’s battle.”

Men walk to the Kentucky camp dining room for breakfast. “We acknowledged that the winter’s
first snow storm was a sign of God’s presence, peace and pleasure in what we were doing,” said
David Reed, one of the retreat leaders.
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After telling his “God story” one of the participants in the Kentucky retreat sits in the “Jesus chair,”
where he is surrounded by a band of brothers who pray for him. Men spend time in a large group,
a four-man “flight team,” a two-man “wingman,” and then they spend some solo time with God. At
the conclusion of the retreat, men tell their God stories and about half of them sit in the Jesus chair
to be loved by the source of all love and forgiveness.

The battle
Reed says many men live with masterwounds that came from their fathers.
“Little boys grow to the physical size of
men but they never heard their father say
‘I love you.’ They never thought they were
worthy of being a man their father could
love and respect. To relieve the pain in their
hearts, men anesthetize themselves with the
momentary pleasures of sin. However, now
they not only live with the master-wound,
but they also live with the shame and pain
of self-inflicted wounds.
During Flight Quest retreats, lyrics and
music play an important role in the battle to
open the hearts of men. “The battle ends
instantly, when the first rays of God’s love
enters those dark places of a man’s heart.
Pain and emptiness are immediately replaced
by His healing love and forgiveness.”
“Freed from the bondage of guilt and
shame, supported and loved by brothers in
Christ; these new men are armed with firsthand accounts of the miracle that God’s

grace and love has performed in their lives,”
said Reed. “They are not only freed, they are
emboldened in their faith; they are armed
and dangerous to the enemy.”
Reed says the process works best when
the men are all from the same church.
“Each man receives a great blessing by
learning that men they’ve always looked
up to, have the same (though different)
wounds, weaknesses and struggles. They
embrace each other physically, emotionally
and spiritually. They become a band-ofbrothers in Christ who support each other,
pray for each other, and hold each other
accountable. They also realize the scope and
urgency of the spiritual battle we are in.”
The Rev. Pat Bennett, pastor of
Westview Community Church, the
primary sponsor of the Kansas retreat, said,
“Men’s ministry should be––not just at
the heart of every church––but it should
BE the heart of church ministry. If you
succeed in mobilizing men to get real
with God, you will succeed in every other
ministry area.”
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Georgia church sponsors
monthly concerts to raise funds
for missions

I

n 1998, UM Men of Lawrenceville Road
UMC in Tucker, Ga., began offering
free concerts for the DeKalb, Ga.,
community.
Since that time, 97 “Music for
Missions” programs featuring 1,500
performing artists have received donations
totaling $45,000 to benefit 42 mission
projects. A total of 16,000 people have
attended the concerts held on the first
Sunday evening of most months. Each
performance by choruses, bands, dancers,
quartets, opera stars, jugglers, and
magicians attracts different audiences.
Only 15 percent of Lawrenceville Road
church members attend.
UM Men began the program to help
provide musical instruments for 270
students attending a multi-ethnic school
located in the Chamblee-Doraville area
of DeKalb. Since that time, the group has
also supported UM Committee on Relief
projects in Honduras and Appalachia, a
DeKalb food pantry, residential centers for
the homeless, care for children with AIDS,
and 36 other mission projects.

The idea
for Music
for Missions
stemmed
from: 1) the
long history
of church
involvement
in music and
the arts; 2)
a marvelous
Charles Gibbs (left), a
and
representative of UM Men
underutilized
of Lawrenceville Road UMC,
church
presents guitars to PATH
Academy School in DeKalb
building; 3)
County, Ga. Chad Chatham
countless
(center) and Joe Gibson,
performing
(right) accept the guitars on
groups in the
behalf of the 270 students in
area without
the school.
places to
perform; and 4) the number of worthy
causes seeking volunteers and financial
support. Jack Sartain is the producer of
the musical programs. Howard Carlisle is
the president of UM Men.
The group is now applying for a grant
to: 1) enable them to use media to appeal
to a larger and more diverse audience; 2)
improve the lighting and sound system;
and 3) provide audio and video records of
events for shut-ins and other interested
recipients.

An elderly woman walked into the local country church.
The friendly usher greeted her at the door and helped her up
the flight of steps.
“Where would you like to sit?” he asked politely.
“The front row please,” she answered.
“You really don’t want to do that,” the usher said. “The
pastor is really boring.”
“Do you happen to know who I am?” the woman inquired.
“No.” he said.
“I’m the pastor’s mother,” she replied indignantly.
“Do you know who I am?” he asked.
“No.” she said.
“Good,” he answered.
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l Summer 2006 l UM MEN

A caring congregation
leads to Charlie Gooden’s
involvement in UM Men

I

t was the caring responses of members
of a Cleveland church that resulted in
Charlie Gooden’s involvement in United
Methodist Men.
“My father died in November, 1984,”
explains Gooden. “I was impressed with
the whole church as they stepped up to be
there for me in this time of need.”
Now a 44-year member of Mt.
Pleasant UMC, Gooden recalls that prior to
1985 he wasn’t really involved in anything,
“but since church members were so nice
to me, I decided it was time for me to get
involved.”
He responded to an invitation from Ted
Huges to attend a meeting of UM Men. “I
enjoyed the men and the fellowship and I
soon became president,” recalls Gooden.
Following his service as president of a
local unit, he was elected district president
in the early 1990s. In 1996, he was elected
vice-president of East Ohio Conference UM
Men and president in 2000.
As a conference president, Gooden
relays information from the Nashville office
to district presidents and he plans retreats
and conference breakfasts.
Gooden, 54, is a graduate of Cleveland
State University with a baccalaureate
degree in electronic technology. He has
been married to Yvonne Gooden for 28
years, and the couple has two college
educated children, aged 23 and 25. Charlie
and Yvonne were both active bowlers
prior to the arrival of their children and
the couple now hopes to get back to that
sport. In the meantime Charlie follows
high school track, pro basketball and pro
football.
Charlie has worked for the phone
company for 35 years and for the past
year he has been serving as an estimate
assigner. Prior to that, he served as a system

analyzer for network computers. He has
also helped people prepare their income
tax forms as a nine-year employee of H&R
Block.
Asked what he finds troublesome
in his work as a conference president,
Gooden said it is difficult to get younger
men involved, and he presently has four
districts without presidents.
When talking about what he enjoys
about his position, he has a long list.
He recalled attending his first national
gathering of UM Men at Purdue in 1989
and many annual conference breakfasts,
which have grown every year. He is
grateful for the opportunities of UM men
to participate in Meals for Millions and
leadership possibilities in Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts, Camp Fire USA and 4-H clubs.
“I think UM Men should be teaching
younger men that they can make a
difference in the life of the church by
assuming leadership positions,” says
Gooden. “Local units should also seek
more opportunities to reach out into their
communities.”
“I love the fact that I am part of this
whole men ministry and thank God for the
chance to be part of it,” he concluded.
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F

raudulent telemarketers are
hoping you will provide them with
the means to make automatic
deductions from your checking account.
Many people use automatic
deductions to pay their gas, electric
and mortgage bills and this is a safe
and legal practice. However, fraudulent
telemarketers want to employ the same
technique to fatten their wallets.
How they operate
A post card or a telemarketer will
inform you that you have won a free prize
or that you qualify for a credit card. If you
express any interest, he will ask if you
have a checking account. If you say “yes,”
the telemarketer will explain the offer in
ways that sound too good to be true.
Toward the end of the conversation,
the telemarketer will ask you to get a
check and read off all of the numbers to
him. You may be told that is necessary to
verify the fact that you have a checking
account and qualify for the offer.
Sometimes you may be told that there
is a modest processing fee that will be
deducted from your checking account.
Once the telemarketer has your
checking account information, it is put
on a demand draft, which is processed
much like a check. The draft has your
name, account number, and states an
amount. Unlike a check, however, the
draft doesn’t require a signature. When
your bank receives the draft, it takes the
amount on the draft from your checking
account and pays the telemarketer’s bank.
You may not know that your bank has
paid the draft until you receive your bank
statement.
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Protect yourself
Don’t give your checking account
number over the phone to anyone
you don’t know. Ask them if you can
record the conversation. If they say their
company doesn’t allow conversations to
be recorded, hang up.
Tell the telemarketer that you will
have to clear it with the state attorney
general’s office before you can give out
any account information. Then ask for
the company name, mailing address,
telephone number, and principal owners
or operators. That should end the
conversation.
If you do become victimized and
an unauthorized draft is made against
your checking account, contact your
bank immediately. You may be able to
get your money back. You also may
want to contact your local consumer
protection agency, state attorney general’s
office, and the Better Business Bureau
to report the telemarketer. You can also
file a complaint with the Federal Trade
Commission by writing (don’t call or
e-mail) a letter to the Correspondence
Branch, Federal Trade Commission,
Washington, DC 20580. Although the
Federal Trade Commission generally
doesn’t intervene in individual disputes,
the information you provide may help to
indicate a pattern of possible law violation
that requires action by the Commission.
This article is adapted from two brochures
published and distributed by the Federal
Trade Commission: “Fraud by Phone”
and “Swindlers Are Calling.” To obtain
copies of each write to Public Reference,
Federal Trade Commission, Washington,
DC 20580.

How to receive a free credit report
and how to resolve inaccuracies

T

he federal Fair Credit Reporting
Act (FCRA) requires that U.S.
consumers be entitled to a free
credit report each year. The government’s
goal is to make sure that consumers stay
informed, fight identity theft, and get fair
treatment.
In the past, not everybody was
entitled to a free credit report. Instead,
consumers had to pay or qualify based on
certain activity within the credit report.
Some states required that residents
periodically be entitled to a free credit
report, but it is now nationwide.
To get your free annual credit report,
go to a website managed by three creditreporting agencies (Experian, Equifax and
Trans Union): www.annualcreditreport.
com. You may also call them at 877-3228228. The law allows you to order one
free copy from each of the nationwide
consumer reporting companies every 12
months.

How to correct errors in your report

Step One
Tell the consumer-reporting company, in
writing, what information you think is
inaccurate. Include copies (NOT originals)
of documents that support your position.
In addition to providing your complete
name and address, your letter should
clearly identify each item in your report
you dispute, state the facts and explain
why you dispute the information, and
request that it be removed or corrected.
You may want to enclose a copy of your
report with the items in question circled.
Send your letter by certified mail, “return
receipt requested,” so you can document
what the consumer-reporting company
received. Keep copies of your dispute
letter and enclosures.

Consumer reporting companies
must investigate the items in question—
usually within 30 days—unless they
consider your dispute frivolous. If the
information provider finds the disputed
information is inaccurate, it must notify
all three nationwide consumer reporting
companies so they can correct the
information in your file.
When the investigation is complete,
the consumer-reporting company must
give you the results in writing and a free
copy of your report if the dispute results
in a change. If you ask, the consumerreporting company must send notices of
any corrections to anyone who received
your report in the past six months. You
can have a corrected copy of your report
sent to anyone who received a copy
during the past two years for employment
purposes.
If an investigation doesn’t resolve
your dispute with the consumer reporting
company, you can ask that a statement
of the dispute be included in your file and
in future reports. You also can ask the
consumer reporting company to provide
your statement to anyone who received
a copy of your report in the recent past.
You can expect to pay a fee for this
service.

dollars and sense

How to avoid debit scams

Step Two
Tell the creditor or other information
provider, in writing, that you dispute
an item. Be sure to include copies (NOT
originals) of documents that support
your position. Many providers specify
an address for disputes. If the provider
reports the item to a consumer reporting
company, it must include a notice of your
dispute. And if you are correct—that
is, if the information is found to be
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Adding Accounts to Your File
If you’ve been told that you were
denied credit because of an “insufficient
credit file” or “no credit file” and
you have accounts with creditors that
don’t appear in your credit file, ask
the consumer-reporting companies to
add this information to future reports.
Although they are not required to do so,
many consumer reporting companies
will add verifiable accounts for a fee.
However, understand that if these
creditors do not report to the consumer
reporting company on a regular basis,
the added items will not be updated in
your file.
When negative information in your
report is accurate, only the passage of
time can assure its removal. A consumer
reporting company can report most

accurate negative information for seven
years and bankruptcy information for
10 years. Information about an unpaid
judgment against you can be reported
for seven years or until the statute of
limitations runs out, whichever is longer.
There is no time limit on reporting:
information about criminal convictions;
information reported in response to your
application for a job that pays more
than $75,000 a year; and information
reported because you’ve applied for
more than $150,000 worth of credit
or life insurance. There is a standard
method for calculating the seven-year
reporting period. Generally, the period
runs from the date that the event took
place.
Information for this article was provided
by the Federal Trade Commission (http://
www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/pubs/credit/
crdtdis.htm).

Show and Tell
A kindergarten teacher gave her class a “show and tell”
assignment. Each student was instructed to bring in an object to
share with the class that represented their religion.
The first student got up in front of the class and said,
“My name is Benjamin and I am Jewish and this is a Star of
David.”
The second student got up in front of the class and said,
“My name is Mary. I’m a Catholic and this is a Rosary.”
The third student got in up front of the class and said,
“My name is Tommy. I am Methodist, and this is a casserole.”
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Are low-fat diets really healthy?
By Bryant Stamford

A

study reported in the Journal
of the American Medical
Association confused many
Americans.
The study reported that thousands
of people who had changed their diet
over an eight-year period (so it was
lower in fat and included more fruits
and vegetables) did not reduce their
risk of heart disease when compared
with another large group of people who
made no dietary changes.
It seems that when a research study
reports results that go against the grain,
it makes splashy headlines. However,
despite results from this JAMA study, we
all know that a healthy diet is a good
thing.
A healthy diet is one that is low in
fat, very low in saturated fat, and high
in fruits and vegetables. Since we know
these things, how is it possible that our
attention can so easily be diverted from
the truth?
The reason is this study tells us
exactly what we want to hear. The
majority of us don’t want to change
our diet. Fast-food restaurants on every
corner highlight this point.
So, when they give us results from
a contrary research study that tell us
improving the diet accomplishes nothing,
we embrace it as if it were a long-lost
child. It lets us off the hook, or so we
think.
And what’s our response to the
dozens of well-designed research studies
that document the benefits of a healthy
low-fat diet loaded with fruits and
vegetables? Ho-hum, that’s not news.

Here’s the lowdown
Dr. Dean Ornish is the cardiologist
who conducted the groundbreaking
research studies that proved that a
healthy low-fat diet not only can help
prevent clogging of the arteries and
heart attacks, it can actually reverse the
clogging process.
Ornish critiqued the newly reported
JAMA study, and here’s what he found.
The people in the study, who were
supposed to change their diet, didn’t
change it very much. In fact, it was
reported that their diet was 29 percent
fat! That’s clearly not a low-fat diet.
The study’s goal was to reduce
dietary fat intake to 20 percent, which
would have allowed a legitimate
comparison, but participants were not
sufficiently compliant.
What’s more, they didn’t
substantially increase their consumption
of fruits and vegetables.
It’s no wonder the “diet” group
hardly changed their serum cholesterol
and blood pressure when
compared with the “nondiet” group. This inspired
the bogus conclusion
that a low-fat diet is not
worth the effort.

men’s health

inaccurate—the information provider
may not report it again.

Will common sense
prevail?
I think an
analogy can help
expose what’s
really going on
here. We all agree
that saving for
retirement is a
good thing. But,
just like following
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It’s easy to see why this is the
wrong conclusion. The obvious and
truthful conclusion is that unless you are
prepared to save adequately, you won’t
accomplish much. Similarly, unless you
adequately change your diet, you can’t
expect much of a payoff.
The bottom line
For all those bacon cheeseburger
lovers out there who snapped up the
JAMA research results with an “I-toldyou-so” attitude, I apologize for bursting
your bubble.
Heart disease is rampant in this
country, and a lousy diet is largely
to blame. This is as well-established,
documented and understood as the need
to save for retirement. So, please, don’t
be sucked into a state of complacency
because of misleading research results
from one contrary study.
Make meaningful dietary changes,
and make them today. Your heart will
thank you.
Used by permission from the Courier
Journal, Louisville, Ky. Stamford is chair
of the Department of Health and Sport
Sciences in the College of Education and

The preventive effects of religion
on teen tobacco use
By Andrew J. Weaver and Kevin J. Flannelly

T

obacco use is the chief
preventable cause of
premature disease and death
in the United States. Every year
more than 400,000 Americans
die from smoking-related
illnesses––more than from AIDS,
automobile accidents, suicide,
murder, fire, and illegal drugs
combined.
Early adolescence (11 through
15 years of age) is the crucial life
stage for prevention of tobacco
use, since it is unusual for tobacco
use to begin after high school.
Each day, more than 3,000
American youth begin smoking
and that number is increasing.
It is estimated that between
one-third and one-half of
adolescents who try
cigarettes

Angry men, beware:
You might hurt yourselves.

M

en double their risk of injury if they are feeling hostile or are just mad
at themselves, according to University of Missouri-Columbia researchers
reporting in the January/February issue of the Annals of Family
Medicine. Even men who just feel irritable increase their chances of injury by 30
percent, Dr. Dan Vinson’s research team concluded after interviewing more than
2,400 emergency-room patients and 1,500 random people who weren’t injured.
Angry men were much more likely than angry women to injure themselves,
Vinson said.
“What was surprising was that anger was not associated with any kind of
traffic accident,” he said. The correlations were with sports injuries and assaults.
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become regular smokers.
Tobacco is associated with
the increased likelihood of using
other addictive substances,
acting for some as a “gateway
drug.” The Surgeon General
found that 12 to 17 year-olds

who claimed to have smoked in the
past 30 days were three times more
likely to have used alcohol, eight
times more likely to have smoked
marijuana, and 22 times more likely
to have used cocaine than those
teens who had not smoked.
The tobacco industry spends tens
of billions of dollars on advertising
and product promotion that directly
appeal to adolescents. Research
shows that teens exposed to these
promotions are more likely to be
smokers. In the United States, annual
sales of tobacco products to minors
total 950 million packs of cigarettes
and 26 million containers of
smokeless tobacco.
About
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a healthy diet, it’s not easy, and the
typical American is not saving much.
Therefore, when the topic of saving
for retirement comes up (and it is coming
up repeatedly as baby boomers begin
entering the ranks of the retired), this
imposes stress and causes pangs of guilt
among non-savers.
Therefore, human nature being what
it is, millions of aging Americans who
haven’t saved would be delighted to
discover research results that concluded
saving for retirement is a waste of time.
Such research results would appear to
justify their lack of discipline.
How could a research study be
conducted that would provide such
ridiculous and misleading results? It’s
simple. All you have to do is follow the
same path as the one followed in the
JAMA low-fat diet study.
Get a large group of folks who
haven’t saved a dime to begin saving $1
a month for retirement. Over the next
eight years, that $1 per month wouldn’t
amount to much, and certainly wouldn’t
help support anyone who is retired. Thus,
the conclusion -- saving for retirement is
a waste of time.

half of
minors who attempt
to purchase tobacco products
in
stores report never being asked
for proof of age. Minors have even
easier access to cigarettes via the
Internet because many online vendors
have weak or nonexistent age
verification procedures. In a recent
study, under-age youth successfully
received cigarettes 93.6 percent of
the times they attempted to purchase
UM MEN l Summer 2006

l 35

men’s health

l Summer 2006 l UM MEN

dad’s zone           

36

them with a credit card through
Internet vendors.
Youth involvement in religious
institutions is associated with lower
use of tobacco and other addictive
substances, according to numerous
scientific studies. Recently we
reviewed all medical and psychological
research on the effects of religion on
adolescent tobacco use published
between 1990 and 2003 and
published our findings in the journal
Adolescence. Twenty-one of 29
studies found an inverse relationship
between participation in a religious
community and tobacco use.
For example, a national study
of 2,478 teens found that religious
high school seniors were less likely to
smoke; those who did smoke started
smoking at an older age than their less
religious counterparts. Teens who said
religion was very important and those
involved in a religious youth group
for six or more years were more likely
to delay their first use of cigarettes
when compared to teens that had
little involvement with a religious
community. Three in 10 teens who
were not involved in religious activities
smoked regularly, compared to 2 in 10
of all the teens in the study. Catholic,
Mormon, Jewish, Baptist, and other
Protestant students were all less likely
to smoke than non-religious ones.
There are several reasons why
religious faith and practice might
discourage smoking. Adolescents
who worship regularly socialize with
people of similar beliefs and may avoid
contact with peers who are more
likely to smoke. In addition, religious
faith may give adolescents emotional
balance, which reduces the stress

that leads to tobacco use. For youth,
religion may be related to meaning
and purpose in their life as well as
values and attitudes about substance
use, factors which could moderate the
impact of negative life events.
Teens who do smoke may find
a connection with a religious youth
group will give them the peer support
needed to help them quit smoking.
A tobacco use prevention program
for teens would be a valuable activity
for your church. Such a program
would be especially for ethnic-minority
teens who suffer a disproportionately
higher burden of tobacco-attributable
illnesses and deaths.
Andrew J.
Weaver, Ph.D.,
is a United
Methodist
minister and
licensed clinical
psychologist
working in New
York City.

some 24 million
children live in
homes without dads

Kevin J.
Flannelly, Ph.D.,
is associate
director of
research at The
HealthCare
Chaplaincy in
New York City.

Children living without fathers are more likely to
be suspended from school, drop out, be treated for
an emotional or behavioral problem, commit suicide
as adolescents and experience child abuse or neglect,
according to the National Fatherhood Initiative.
In 1960, less than 8 million children were living in
families in which the father was absent. Today the
number of children living in fatherless homes exceeds
24 million, which translates into one out of three U.S.
children.
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By Ken Canfield

ye contact is crucial for dads
not only in communicating
with our children, but also
in conveying our emotions to them.
Two researchers at the University of
Twente in the Netherlands conducted
a survey of available research on the
role of eye contact in communication.
Their report, entitled “The Role of
Gaze and Other Non-verbal Cues
in Conversation,” concluded
that “eye contact plays
a pivotal role in the
expression of emotion
and in guiding
interpersonal
attitudes during
conversation. The
type of emotion
expressed
is primarily
determined by
eye contact
and amplified
by other cues,
such as facial
expression and
tone of voice.”
Eye contact
is a key way
that we express
feelings toward
our children,
according to
psychologist
and author D.
Ross Campbell,
M.D. Our eyes
provide valuable
clues about what
we really think

and feel, and unfortunately, many
of us don’t fully realize their power
when interacting with our children.
Often, we may save our most intense,
direct eye contact for times when we
need to make a strong point with a
child, usually when he or she has done
something wrong. Since children are
so sensitive to eye contact, they may
respond to negative eye contact with
fear when they are young and anger
or resentment as they grow
older. Instead, we dads
need to be intentional
about giving our
children direct eye
contact that is
warm, pleasant,
and affirming.
It’s a simple
but very
powerful way
to show them
unconditional
love.
This article is
adapted from
the National
Center for
Fathering
(www.fathers.
com), 10200
W. 75 th Street,
Suite 267,
Shawnee
Mission KS
66204 (phone
913-384-4661
(e-mail dads@
fathers.com)
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Eye contact is crucial for fathers

How can I help my child
be ready to read?
•

Talk to your infants and toddlers to help them
learn to speak and understand the meaning
of words. Point to objects that are near
and describe them as you play and do daily
activities together. Having a large vocabulary
gives a child a great start when he enters
school.

•

Read to your baby every day starting at six
months of age. Reading and playing with
books is a wonderful way to spend special time
together. Hearing words over and over helps
your child become familiar with them. Reading
to your baby helps him or her learn.

•

Use sounds, songs, gestures and words that
rhyme to help your baby learn about language and its many uses. Babies need
to hear language from a human being. Television is just noise to a baby.

•

Point out the printed words in your home and other places you take your child
such as the grocery store. Spend as much time listening to your child as you do
talking.

•

Take children's books and writing materials with you whenever you leave
home. This gives your children fun activities to entertain and occupy them while
traveling and going to the doctor's office or other appointments.

•

Create a quiet, special place in your home for your child to read, write and
draw. Keep books and other reading materials where your child can easily reach
them.

•

Help your child see that reading is important. Set a good example for your child
by reading books, newspapers and magazines.

•

Limit the amount and type of television you and your child watch. Better yet,
turn off the television and spend more time cuddling and reading books with
your child. The time and attention you give your children has many benefits
beyond helping them be ready for success in school.

•

Reach out to your library and church. These organizations can:
— Help you find age-appropriate books to use at home with your child;
— Show you creative ways to use books with your child and other tips to help
your child learn; and
— Provide year-round children’s reading and educational activities.

From the U.S. Department of Education
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Men’s Agency Consecrates New Building
NASHVILLE, TENN.

S

ome 250 people attended the
March consecration service of
a new office building for the
General Commission on United
Methodist Men.
Two weeks earlier, the ninemember staff of the commission moved
to the 4,200-foot structure previously
occupied by the Nashville office of
the General Council on Finance and
Administration. The building became
available when the financial agency
moved its main office from Evanston,
Ill., to Nashville and purchased a new
facility.
During the March 3 service
of consecration, Bishop William
Morris, acting general secretary of the
commission, especially acknowledged
the leadership of former General
Secretary Joseph Harris, who has
been serving as assistant to the

Oklahoma Area bishop and director
of communications for the Oklahoma
Annual Conference.
“I felt like Moses wandering the
dessert for a long time,” said Harris,
referring to the fact that the commission
occupied a crowded corner of a General
Board of Discipleship building during
the eight-and-one-half years he served
as top executive of the nine-yearold commission. “I didn’t know the
Promised Land would only be a few
blocks up the street,” said Harris.
The consecration service occurred
during a meeting of the National
Association of Conference Presidents
of UM Men. In other business, 46
conference presidents:
• Heard Migdiel Pérez, manager of
Upper Room Prayer Line, report
that the prayer line receives an
average of 36,000 calls a month,

•

•

•

•

•

•
The Rev. Joseph Harris, former General Secretary of the General Commission on UM Men,
speaks to conference presidents of UM Men during a March meeting in Nashville.
Editor: Rich Peck
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and United Methodist Men annually
give $28,000 to support the toll-free
lines;
Learned that Louisiana Conference
President Joe Kelley raised $6,520
from United Methodist Men units
for victims of Hurricane Katrina,
and, during their meeting, the
presidents added $792 to relief
efforts;
Received a preliminary report on
805 men who have filled out an online survey showing that 30 percent
consider themselves liberal and 42
percent conservative; 71 percent say
they distrust organized religion, and
37 percent tithe;
Learned that the group planning the
quadrennial national men’s gathering
may not to return to Purdue
University, site of the last nine
gatherings;
Noted that the United Methodist
Church is the second highest
denomination in number of
chartered Boy Scout troops with
376,472 Boy Scouts meeting in
8,000 churches.
Honored men of East Ohio
Conference for increasing amounts
raised for world hunger from
$10,000 in 2004 to $20,000 in
2005;
Celebrated financial gifts that
enabled the men to print 230,000
copies of Strength for Service to God
a Country, a book of daily devotions
first published during World War
II for troops fighting in that war
and now updated and sent to troops
deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan;
Learned that men in the
Southeastern Jurisdiction plan to
honor former President Jimmy
Carter with membership in the John
Wesley Society.

Officers of the
National Association
of Conference
Presidents of
UM Men
President:
Glenn Wintemberg
First Vice President:
Keith Smith
Secretary:
Bill Smith
Chairs of Committees
Mission and Outreach:
Joe Kelley
Finance and Stewardship:
Lloyd Hamrick
Future Planning and Resources:
Ed Clark
Evangelism/Witness
(spiritual life and restorative
justice):
Larry Price
Ethnic Ministries:
Charlie Gooden
Leadership Training:
Ed Enstine
Rules and Legislation:
Carl Young
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Memphis Conference hunters provide 250,000
meals for the hungry
UM Men receive president’s award
from state conservation group
NASHVILLE, Tenn.
om Scott, president of the Tennessee
Wildlife Federation, selected UM
Men of the Memphis Annual
Conference to receive the 2005 President’s
Award after conference hunters and friends
raised $56,000 and provided 250,000 meals
for 15 food banks in the Memphis area.
In Scott’s absence, the award was
presented March 21 by Michael Butler,
executive director of the Tennessee Wildlife
Federation, and Daniel Carter, federation
secretary.
James Byford, chairman of the
Memphis Conference Hunters for the
Hungry Task Force, David Reed, president
of Dyersburg District UM Men, and Bishop
William Morris, interim top executive for the
General Commission on UM Men, accepted
the award on behalf of conference men.
Hunters for the Hungry is a program
of the Tennessee Wildlife Federation begun
in the early 1990s. In 2004, at a “Hooked
on Christ” retreat for UM men, Byford
challenged the men to become involved
in this effort to provide properly prepared
venison to food banks and soup kitchens.
The results were greater than Byford could
have imagined. In 2005, the men raised
$56,000 to pay for processing the meat
and to purchase freezers for food banks
that did not have adequate storage capacity.
Area hunters provided 62,500 pounds of
venison, or an amount sufficient for 250,000
meals. “It costs $1 to process one pound of
venison,” explains Byford, “and one pound
feeds four people.”
“We were just looking for a way to get
UM Men out of the ROMEO (retired old
men eating out) syndrome,” says Byford.

UM Men launch new hunger-relief effort
NASHVILLE, Tenn.

T

T

Daniel Carter, secretary of the Tennessee
Wildlife Federation (left), presents the
President’s Award to Jim Byford, chairman
of the Memphis Conference Hunters for the
Hungry Task Force (second from left). Bishop
William Morris, interim general secretary of
the General Commission on UM Men, holds
plaque with Byford. David Reed, president
of the Dyersburg District UM Men, looks
on. Photo by Joyce M. Peck
He expressed appreciation to Joe Mosley
and Kathy Farmer, Memphis Conference
staff members, and David Reed, a member
of the Hunters for the Hungry Task Force,
and Hooked on Christ retreat leader. Byford
noted that many of those who contributed
funds to help process the meat were not
hunters.
The 60-year-old Tennessee Wildlife
Federation is the largest and oldest
conservation organization in the state. The
federation works with elected officials, state
and federal agencies and civic leaders to
implement sound natural resources policy
and to help find solutions to natural resource
user conflicts.
Butler joined the federation as
director of conservation in 1996 and was
named executive director in 2002. He is
a graduate of the University of Tennessee
with a graduate degree from Montana State
University. Carter is a resident of Jasper,
Tenn., and secretary of the board of directors.
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hirty-six million people do not
know where their next meal will
come from and 96 million pounds
of food are thrown
out each year by the
rest of us, according
to Ken Bradford,
a staff executive of
the Society of St.
Andrew.
Speaking to
a March Meeting
of the National
Association of
Conference
Presidents (NACP)
of UM Men,
Bradford noted
that the world
daily produces
4.3 pounds of
food for every
one on this
planet, which
is more than
enough food.
“God has given
abundantly,”
said Bradford.
“Our hope is
that UM Men,
in partnership
with St.
Andrew, will create a
movement in the UMC and the nation
so people will stand up and say, ‘We’re
not going to put up with hunger
anymore.’”
Bradford celebrated the fact that in
2005, units of United Methodist Men,
in partnership with the Society of Saint
Andrew, led over 9,000 volunteers into
43

farmers’ fields to pick up more than 3.7
million pounds of food for America’s
hungry. At the same time, through
their Meals for Millions contributions,
the men provided another 5.7 million
pounds of fresh produce
for the hungry
through the
society’s Potato
Project. The
salvaged food
together resulted
in 28.2 million
servings of
food for hungry
Americans.
During their
March meeting,
the NACP urged
local UM Men
units to participate
in the national
Hunger Awareness
Day on June 6 and
to conduct worship
services on hungerrelated issues on a
Sunday near that date.
The men also agreed to
participate in the UNsponsored World Food
Day on Oct. 14.
Responding to
a suggestion from
NACP President Glenn
Wintemberg, the group
also launched “Fami1y” (Fast a Meal
in One Year). The group suggests that
money that families would have been
spent on the meals should be given to
the hunger relief-fund of the Society of
Saint Andrew.
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UM Men sign agreement with Big Brothers Big Sisters
to mentor children of incarcerated adults

L

ast March, the General Commission
on UM Men signed a partnership
with Big Brothers Big Sisters of
America to develop Amachi, a program
wherein church congregants are matched
with youth whose parents are incarcerated.
Amachi is a Nigerian word that
means “Who knows but what God has
brought us through this child?” Big
Brothers Big Sisters is located in 5,000
communities around the country. The
signing ceremony took place during a
plenary session of the National Association
of Conference Presidents (NACP) of
United Methodist Men.
“This is an historic day for
our organizations,” said Larry
Coppock, a staff executive of the
General Commission of United
Methodist Men. “The partnership
with Big Brothers Big Sisters’ Amachi
affords United Methodist Men an
opportunity to make a difference in
the lives of young men in our church
communities.” The commission will
begin the program with pilot projects
in one annual (regional) conference
in each of the five UM jurisdictions
in the United States. Following those
experiences, the program will be launched
nationwide.
“Big Brothers Big Sisters is building
real, meaningful and productive
partnerships with institutions in the
hope business,” said the Rev. Mark Scott,
director of mentoring partnerships for

Editor: Larry Coppock

the Philadelphia-based organization. “The
core mission of both the Big Brothers Big
Sisters and United Methodist Men is that
a child’s tomorrow can be much better
than today. We play an important role in
creating that better tomorrow.”
The organization estimates there
are approximately 700,000 parents
and guardians—primarily mothers and
grandmothers—rearing children while
a parent is incarcerated. At present the
organization has matched 6,300 children
of prisoners with adults. Its goal is to serve
25,000 children who have incarcerated
parents by the end of 2007.

Mark Scott, director of mentoring
partnerships for Big Brothers Big Sisters
signs an agreement with the General
Commission on UM Men during a March
meeting of the National Association of
Conference Presidents. Robert Powell,
president of the UM Men Foundation
(left), and Bishop William Morris, interim
general secretary of the commission, look on.
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A

Boy Scout edition of
Strength for Service to
God and
Country has been
published and
is now available
in Scout stores
across the
nation.

If you want
to encourage
United
Methodist
congregations
to reach
out to their
communities
through
scouting, you might want
to give them this brochure,
which outlines various scouting
programs and describes how
congregations can reach
unchurched families.
Programs described in the
four-page brochure include God
and Country, Cub Scouting,
Boy Scouting, Venturing,
and the Bishop’s Dinner for
Scouting. Awards cited in the
publication include Cross and
Flame, the Torch, God and
Service, the Good Samaritan,
the Bishop’s Award of Excellence,
and the Shepherd Award.
Copies of the brochure may be
ordered through the General
Commission on UM Men, P.O.
Box 340006, Nashville, TN
37203-0006 (615-620-7262)
or the Relationships Division
of the Boy Scouts of America,
1325 West Walnut Hill Lane,
P.O. Box 152079, Irving, TX
75015-2079 (972-580-2000).

Camp Fire USA Partners With
Minnesota Church
MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.. –– Camp Fire USA is
partnering with Walker UMC to provide 10 at-risk
children with enrichment
activities.
With help from church
volunteers, Camp Fire USA
provides two-hour activities
four days a week. Each meeting
includes 30 minutes of quiet
studying, one group activity, and
time for free choice. The group
Ignasio, one of the
activity follows weekly themes:
participants in the Camp
• All about me theme activities
Fire USA program
use introspection exercises to
at Walker UMC in
discuss personal safety, personal Minneapolis, shows off
care, friendship, family and
his newly created model
feelings. The children have
of an ear drum
made journals, explored
nutrition, created life-sized self-portraits, and used roleplaying to discuss various coping strategies for highstress situations.
• As an exercise in giving, the children have completed
two service projects. For the first project, the children
prepared care packages for the kids of Katrina. For the
second project, the children hand made books to send
to Uganda for children of war.
• In order to foster scientific thinking skills, the science
theme is revisited throughout the year. Children make
volcanoes, ice cream, and slime. They have conducted
experiments in magnetism, static electricity, and
temperature.
• The popular art theme is visited frequently. Art
improves higher order thinking skills, fine motor skills
and general creative thinking. The children have used
clay, paint, crayon, watercolor, pencil, collage, “junk,”
cardboard, and tissue paper to explore various topics
through art. They also learn about color, pattern,
texture, mood, ratio, space, and measurement.
• The environment theme allowed the children to
learn about recycling, toxic substances, the food
chain and animal safety. The children created urban
environments and forest environments using collage
and watercolor in order to discuss the benefits and
drawbacks of each for people and animals. In the
spring, the group tested and documented the levels of
toxicity in a pond at Powderhorn Park.
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Scouting Honors
David Thacker, 18, a member of
Winterfield UMC in Longview, Texas,
received a Good Samaritan Award for serving
for two years as a volunteer fireman; he is
now completing his training to become a
professional firefighter. A national honor
student, Thacker has also served as a soloist
and an instrumentalist in the state orchestra.
Another member of the church, Steven
Wilson, a participant in several mission trips,
also received the Good Samaritan Award.
There’s no activity 8-year-old Dayton
LeClercq of Oswego, Ill., hasn’t mastered.
The Brownie Girl Scout was presented with
an Illinois House resolution for earning all
of the 57 “Try-It” patches. Brownies (grades
1-3) use a book of activities, and girls are
expected to complete 4 of 57 suggested
activities; Dayton completed all 57 plus

over 40 more from councils around the
country. She’s covered such subjects as
zoology, oceanography, caves and plants
for science; studied the gravestones in a
cemetery and learned about pioneer life
for social studies; written an editorial letter,
read several biographies of famous women,
and composed poetry for English. She’s also
composed music and made instruments,
and she’s completed various sewing and craft
projects.
Herb Brown, 79, New York
Conference scouting coordinator for the
past 12 years and president of UM Men
of Long Island West, has stepped down.
Greg Holder, Scout master at Hansen
Place UMC for 19 years, will be the new
conference scouting coordinator.
Twenty-four years ago, John Warfield
married Judy and became a stepfather to
5-year-old Stacy and 7-year-old Trent. Five
days later he was at a Cub Scout meeting
with his two new sons. Three years later
he became a Scoutmaster for a troop at
St. Stephen’s UMC in Houston, Texas.
Warfield, 51, recently retired from that post
after helping 65 boys become Eagle Scouts.
During that time he was awarded a Silver
Beaver, the highest honor a Boy Scouts
of America council can bestow. He also
received a Torch Award from the UMC,
and the Houston Leader, named him as the
2005 “Leader of the Year.”
West Ohio Conference presented
Torch Awards to Londa Burkett of Faith
UMC in the Toledo District; Robert
Cathcart of Enon UMC in the Springfield
UMC; Ed Eveland of Aldersgate UMC
in the Dayton North District, and Roger
Warren of Broad Street UMC in the
Columbus North District. An honorary
Torch Award was given to Bishop Bruce
Ough.

Cara Mileham gives Zachary
valentines from members of Ganges UMC
in Fennville, Mich. Cara spearheaded
efforts to help Zachary’s family make their
home handicap accessible after the 16year-old became paralyzed from a tumor
on his spinal column. Cara sold valentines
and sponsored a spaghetti dinner to raise
$2,100 after Zachary became paralyzed
from a tumor on his spinal column. Cara,
a member of Ganges Board of Trustees,
Girl Scouts, and 4-H, received a Good
Samaritan Award from Robert Walkley,
president of Ganges UM Men.
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First UMC in Kennett, Mo.,
presented a Cross & Flame Award to Raye
Lynn Haywood, a Cub Scout den leader.
“Raye Lynn is one of those leaders who
is always available,” said Charlie Brown,
cubmaster of Pack 89. “First UMC has
sponsored Pack 89 for 55 years and it has
been a successful ministry of our church
because of people like Raye Lynn,” said
Pastor Gary Carter.
In March, Grace UMC in Houston,
Texas, presented a Torch Award to Joy
Wilson, a 55-year member of that
congregation. Bill Gandin presented
the award to Wilson for her service as a
director of the UM Youth Fellowship and
for 40 years of volunteer service to the Boy
Scouts. She also received a Silver Beaver
Award from the national Boy Scout
Council. At the same Texas ceremony,
Gandin presented a surprise Cross and
Flame Award to the Rev. Hill Johnson,
pastor of Grace Church for service to
Boy Scout Troop 604, chartered by St.
Stephen’s UMC in the Oak Forest Area of
Houston, where his wife, the Rev. Cramer
Johnson, is pastor.

Jonathan Bynum, pastor of Greggton
UMC in Longview, Texas, proudly holds
a Shepherd Church Award presented by
David L. Perkins (left), life member of the
National Association of UM Scouters, and
Jim Bass, scoutmaster of Troop 618. The
2,000-member church has been a charter
partner of the troop for 42 years. The
congregation has also been a charter partner
of two Cub Scout packs at different times,
and members have opened their doors to
several Girl Scout troops over the years; two
currently meet there. The 150-member
Trinity UMC in Longview also received a
Shepherd Award for three years of service
as a charter partner of a 67-member Cub
Scout pack. The first Shepherd Church
Award in Longview went to Winterfield
UMC, which has been a charter partner
for Boy Scout Troop 620 for 46 years. The
500-member congregation has also served as
a charter partner for two Cub Scout packs.

2006 Bishop’s dinners
for scouting
Robert and Connie Hauck (left) receive
Cross and Flame Awards from the Rev. Bill
Bagwell, pastor of Trinity UMC in Warner
Robins, Ga. Jeremy Hauk (right) received
a God and Life Award. The church, which
sponsors a Cub Scout pack, a Boy Scout troop
and a Venture Crew, also presented a Cross
and Flame Award to Scout Leader William T.
Miller Jr.
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August 27, Chattanooga, Tenn.
Sept. 15, Phoenix, Ariz.
Oct. 8, Elgin, Ill.
Oct 17, Cleveland, Ohio

Steve Riedl honored with Torch Award
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UM Men feed the hungry through Meals for Millions
Hundreds of UMM fellowships and
individuals give annually, but more
needs to be done.

John Burlew (left) presents a Torch Award to Steve Riedl while wife, Sandy, and sons,
Sandy and Derek, look on.
By John Burlew

followed by scoutmaster for five years. His
first Eagle Scout, Chris Hopkins, is now
the senior district executive. Riedl has
since served as district camping chairman,
assistant district commissioner, and
district round table commissioner.
Riedl and his wife, Sandy, have two
sons, Derek and Mark, who are active
scouters. Riedl loves to teach the training
courses. “It reminds me of the importance
of character, citizenship, and fitness to the
scouting program,” he said.
Cazenovia UMC presented Riedl
with a Torch Award for over 40 years of
service to scouting.
Burlew is the former president of
Northeastern Jurisdiction UM Men and
now serves as a director of the UM Men
Foundation.

W

hen Steve Riedl of Cazenovia,
N.Y. joined the Cub Scouts
in 1965, he got a strange
initiation. On a father-son campout,
a skunk took a stroll through his tent.
In 1968, he crossed over to Boy Troop
No. 18 in Cazenovia. His time with the
troop was somewhat rocky, as he got
into trouble with some other 16-year
olds and was brought before the scouting
commissioner. Scoutmaster Dave Ryan
went to bat for Riedl and he received a
second chance. The event changed his life,
and he went on to earn his Eagle Scout
award by blazing a walking trail around
Carpenter’s Pond in the village.
Riedl was then asked to serve as
assistant scoutmaster for four years,

UM Men are helping to bridge the
hunger gap in this country. Their financial,
prayer and hands-on support of the
Society of St. Andrew (SoSA) is making it
possible to save millions of pounds of fresh,
nutritious produce that otherwise would go
to waste so it can be used to feed the poor,
the homeless, single mothers with small
children, the elderly living on low, fixed
incomes––those who daily live with the
threat of hunger.
The national nonprofit hunger-relief
ministry of the Society of St. Andrew
(Advance #801600) and UM Men work
together through their Hunger Relief
Advocate Initiative to help bridge the gap in
America between some 96 billion pounds
of food wasted every year and more than 36
million Americans at risk of hunger.
During 2005, SoSA’s Meals for Millions
donation program for UM Men (Advance
#982225) was responsible for 4.24 million
pounds of food saved and given to the
hungry. 540 UM Men groups in 56
annual conferences and 829 individuals
from 38 states contributed $212,432 to
Meals for Millions for direct hunger relief.
The combined efforts of all these UM
Men meant that 12.7 million servings of
nourishing food was available to hungry
Americans.
In the first quarter of 2006 there
were 234 UM Men groups in 46 annual
conferences that gave $50,603 to Meals for

Editor: Del Ketcham
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Millions, and 354 individuals in 36 states
who gave a total of $11,710. In order to
reach the 2006 goal of $310,000 the level of
giving will need to show a marked increase
during the rest of this year.
“We are hoping that contributions
in conjunction with National Hunger
Awareness Day in early June will provide
the boost needed to reach this year’s Meals
for Million goal,” said Ken Bradford, SoSA’s
Hunger Relief Advocate director. “Meeting
the goal will mean that about 6.2 million
pounds of food can be provided to the
hungry––an increase of 46 percent over
2005,” he continued. “The Meals for Million
goal for 2005 was not reached, which
meant that SoSA did not have the finances
to obtain and deliver millions of pounds
of food that is readily available,” added
Bradford. “We are praying that UM Men
across the country will rise to the challenge.”
UM Men fellowships can become
“Challenge Fellowships” or “HRA Sponsor
Fellowships” by contributing, respectively,
$200 or $500 annually. Individuals can
be recognized as “Challenge Disciples” or
“HRA Sponsors” by responding to twice-ayear call letters with, respectively, a $25 or
$50 donation. Individual donations count
toward a UM Men fellowship’s recognition
level.
For more information about the
“Meals for Millions” program contact Ken
Bradford at the Society of St. Andrew:
800-333-4597 or sosahra@endhunger.org.
To sign up online to become a “Challenge
Disciple” go to www.gbgm-umc.org/mfm.
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News from the Society of St Andrew
By Carol Breitenger

T

he Society of St. Andrew (Advance
#801600), a national nonprofit hunger
relief ministry, has passed the 500
million-pound milestone. In cooperation
with UM Men and other organizations, the
Virginia-based society has distributed more
than 503.5 million pounds of fresh produce
College students from various Wesley
to the hungry since its founding in 1979.
Foundations around Mississippi proudly show
After adding a Hunger Relief Advocate
colors of the Society of St. Andrew.
in Oklahoma, the society now has operations
As a part of the USDA Nonfat Dry
in 29 UM conferences and distributes food
Milk
Product Exchange Program, the
within the boundaries of the 48 contiguous
society
exchanged vouchers for 2.64 million
states.
pounds
of nutritious food that were shipped
The society recently created a National
to
15
states
and Washington, D.C.
Advisory Board, with U.S. Sen. Elizabeth
The
society
provides a Vacation Bible
Dole (R-North Carolina) as honorary chair.
School
program
for children. This year’s
That board also includes Sen. Craig Thomas
program,
“Heroes
Fighting Hunger,”
(R-Wyoming), and Sen. Pat Roberts (Rcoordinates
with
the
Cokesbury Vacation
Kansas).
Bible
School
program,
“Adventures of the
In the first quarter of 2006, the society
Treasure
Seekers,”
but
it
is adaptable for
enabled the gleaning of 3.25 million pounds
other
programs.
Free
material
is available
of produce, up nearly 20 percent from
by
calling
1-800-333-4597
or
e-mailing
the same period in 2005. Nearly 5,000
sosachurch@endhunger.org.
For
more
volunteers helped save 6.15 million pounds
information
about
Society
of
St.
Andrew
of food, up 11.4 percent over the first three
visit
the
web
site
www.endhunger.org.
months of 2005. Volunteers enabled the cost
Breitinger is communications director of the
of a serving of food to be about 2 cents.
Society of St. Andrew

Nutritional bars, part of the
USDA exchange program,
are delivered to a Raleigh,
N.C., feeding agency.

Ken Bradford, director of church
programs for the Society of St.
Andrew (left), presents the 2005
“Bud the Spud” Award to Bob
Imboden, president of the West Ohio
Conference of UM Men. Presented
during the March meeting of the
National Association of Conference
Presidents, the award honors UM
men of the annual conference
that has the largest annual percentage increase in giving to Meals for
Millions. The award honors the legacy of Nelson “Bud the Spud,” a
UM Men champion of potato drops and other anti-hunger efforts.

50

Over 1,500 churches
give to the Society
of St. Andrew

Hollywood Hills UMC, Hollywood, Fla.
St. Marks UMC, Iowa City, Iowa
Salem UMC, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Chapel Hill UMC, Sodus, Mich.
Edenton Street UMC, Raleigh, N.C.
First UMC, Cary, N.C.
Hayes Barton UMC, Raleigh, N.C.
Pine Valley UMC, Wilmington, N.C.
White Plains UMC, Cary, N.C.
Wesley Memorial UMC, Statesville, N.C.
Highland UMC, Hickory, N.C.
Mt. Olivet UMC, Concord, N.C.
Davidson UMC, Davidson, N.C.
Duke Chapel Cong., Durham, N.C.
Brookshire UMC, Columbus, Ohio
Brecksville UMC, Brecksville, Ohio
First UMC, Marysville, Ohio
Christ UMC, Lansdale, Pa.
Peter Becker Community, Harleysville, Pa.
Leola UMC, Aberdeen, S.D.
Bethany UMC, Goode, Va.
Chestnut Hill UMC, Lynchburg, Va.
Wesley Memorial UMC, Martinsville, Va.
Christ UMC, Falls Church, Va.
Main Street UMC, Bedford, Va.
Chamberlayne Heights UMC, Richmond, Va.
First UMC, Martinsville, Va.
Verona UMC, Verona, Va.
Duncan Memorial UMC, Ashland, Va.
Aldersgate UMC, Alexandria, Va.
Franktown UMC, Franktown, Va.
First UMC, Newport News, Va.

D

uring 2005, the Society of St.
Andrew received support from
1,567 churches nationwide. Three
hundred and two of those churches gave
$500 or more. Total contributions from
congregations amounted to $523,486,
allowing the Virginia-based society to save
more than 8.7 million pounds of food
and provide 26.2 million servings of fresh
produce to hungry families. Totally during
2005, the society saved 29.5 million
pounds of food that was distributed
throughout the 48 contiguous states.
In the first three months of this
year, 80 UM congregations have been
recognized by the society for making gifts
over $500 each.
United Methodist churches that have
given $1,000 or more:
Snead First UMC, Albertville, Ala.
Clermont UMC, Clermont, Fla.
First UMC, Port Saint Joe, Fla.
Trinity UMC, Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

Kids with a Roots & Shoots program move a
wagon load of Valencia oranges during a March
gleaning in Naples, Fla. Roots and Shoots was
founded by Dr. Jane Goodall to inspire youth
and their families to make a difference in their
communities.
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A mother from the Florida Roots &
Shoots program climbs a ladder to
glean the freshest oranges. Twentynine participants in the Society of St.
Andrew program gleaned 3,500 pounds
of oranges and delivered them to service
agencies in Naples.
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Make your contributions S - T - R – E – T – C - H with matching dollars
By Larry Coppock

M

any companies match their
employees’ gifts as a strategy to
leverage their own contribution
and as an integral part of corporate
philanthropy. Tyco and Tenet Healthcare
are companies with established
guidelines and a history of matching the
financial gifts of their employees.
Ricky Tate and Ray Vell made a
joint gift of $1,000 to the Strength for
Service to God and Country devotional
book project, noting: “It is our hope
that these daily devotionals will bring
strength and comfort to these special
people…of our armed services.” It
was matched dollar-for-dollar by their
employer, Tyco.
Gil Hanke works for a hospital
owned by Tenet Healthcare. Tenet’s
foundation provided a dollar-for-dollar
matching grant for a $3,000 gift to
the scouting endowment from Gil and
his wife, Sherril. Gil notes that Tenet
Foundation would not match a church
gift, but it would support an outreach
program of the church such as scouting.
Matching contributions are an

excellent way to help UM men and their
families achieve their stewardship goals.
Consider your own circumstances. Pray
for God’s guidance as you consider a gift
to a ministry of the UM Men Foundation
or your local church.
Avenues of giving to the ministries
of the United Methodist Men Foundation
include:
• John Wesley Fellow, $1,000
honorarium/memorial/selfenrollment;
• Life membership, $200
• Legacy Builders, annual fund
support;
• Existing endowment funds such as
scouting or the Upper Room Prayer
Line;
• A new endowment;
• Strength for Service to God and
Country devotional book project.
For more information or for forms,
visit our web site: www.ummfoundation.
org. To have a confidential conversation
with a staff member, call 615-620-7261
or 7262.
Coppock is the executive director of the
UM Men Foundation

Foundation
officers

Men elected
to the
top offices of the
UM Men
Foundation
during a
March 4
meeting:
President:
Robert Powell
Vice-president and
chancellor:
Carl Young
Secretary:
James Hinckley
Treasurer:
Denver King
Assistant treasurer:
Phil Howard

Editor: Larry Coppock

Greg Pope and
Jamison Monroe,
directors of the UM
Men Foundation,
were named fellows
of the John Wesley
Society during a
March 4 meeting
of the foundation
in Nashville.
The Monroe-Vos
Consulting Group was
a gold sponsor of the
National Gathering
of UM Men, and Tim
Vos nominated Monroe for the award. Pope is a Southern
Baptist who was a Boy Scout in UM churches as a boy and
has been involved in UM scouting ever since. There are
556 fellows in the John Wesley Society and the Southeastern
Jurisdiction reports they plan to name former President
Jimmy Carter as a fellow in the near future.

Barney Babin
(left), secretary
of UM Men
in Louisiana
Conference,
receives The UM
Men Charles
Goodgame
Layman of the
Year Award from Joe Kelley, president of conference
men. Barney, who also administers the conference
website, was the first to receive the award since Kelley
received it in 2000. Barney’s name was added to a
commemorative plaque. During the same April 22
event, Stephen Fleming, pastor of First UMC in
Plaquemine, La., received a life membership in UM
Men for his support of local and conference activities.
The awards were presented during a UM Men retreat
at the Wesley Center in Woodworth, La.
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Rebuild the walls
By Robert Powell

N

ehemiah is one of my favorite
Old Testament books.
The book tells of a man who
realizes that the walls and gates of
Jerusalem have been torn down.
People who live there have no
protection. An enemy can come
and go at will. The man asks God
for forgiveness and the king gives
him permission to rebuild the
walls. He goes to Jerusalem and,
with the help of all the people, he
rebuilds the walls and gates.
We find ourselves in a similar
situation.
•
•

•

Hunger attacks many of our
families even through walls of
plenty.
Immoral television programs
and unethical behavior rip
away walls of moral and
ethical behavior.
Forces that forbid mentioning
God in schools and public
places hammer at walls of a
country dedicated to God.
If we are to rebuild walls to
protect the hungry, restore
moral and ethical walls, and
reestablish the foundation of
walls where we recognize God
in public arenas, we must
start with men.

Yet United Methodist
men do not have the funds
to rebuild these walls. United
Methodist Women annually
provide $19 million to support

their ministries. Meanwhile our
United Methodist men annually
give only about $800,000 to our
ministries.
We can and must do better.
Legacy Builders provides the
way.
If our men respond, we
will restore walls that protect
the hungry, provide moral
and ethical foundations, and
reestablish walls to protect our
religious rights and freedoms.
Our sons, daughters and
grandsons and, yes, our great
grandsons, will have the resources
and opportunities to have a living
relationship with Jesus Christ.
Legacy builders will enable
us to give on a monthly basis to
ensure that we have the money
needed to do what God is calling
us as men to do.
A Legacy Builder pledge of
only $10 per month (33 cents a
day) can help offer Christ to all
men. Your pledge can feed the
hungry, promote young people
thru scouting, support the Upper
Room Prayer Line, and support
our pastors.
We can do all things through
Christ who enables us to build
God’s Kingdom on earth.

Powell is president of the United
Methodist Men Foundation; he
can be reached at (334) 7182193

Join with us in a MOVEMENT OF MEN,
as a UMM Legacy Builder!
Your investment can be made simply and safely through monthly contributions
made through an automatic draft on a bank or credit card account. Or, you may
choose to make a periodic or single annual payment.
Your commitment is renewable annually. We will keep faith with you, and inform
you of the many ways that your legacy investment builds results that matter.
Yes, I will be a UMM Legacy Builder! This includes my EMS membership.
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
My
�
�
�
�

Bronze Legacy - $10 monthly
Silver Legacy - $25 monthly
Gold Legacy - $50 monthly
Platinum Legacy - $100 + monthly
Select Legacy - $___ month/yr.
Estate Legacy – a will gift
Please call me to discuss
preference for giving is
A bank account draft
A credit card account
Payment by check
Other, please specify ________________

Your name and account information will be kept confidential and secure. We will
contact you by mail with detailed information. You can mail or fax the enrollment
form, or you may enroll by phone at 615-340-7145.

LEGACY BUILDERS
Your charitable investment will pass on a legacy of faith for generations.

Name _________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________________________
State ______________________________Zip_________________________
Day phone ____________________________________________________
Home phone __________________________________________________
E-mail ________________________________________________________

United Methodist Men
PO Box 340006
Nashville TN 37203-0006
615-340-7145 phone 615-340-1770 fax
E-mail gcumm@gcumm.org www.gcumm.org
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