
Schaumberg Expansion FAQ 
 
 
What is the Schaumberg expansion project? 
The Schaumberg Arena opened in 1975 with approximately 150 participants in hockey and figure 
skating. It was the first indoor ice arena in Bismarck. The facility underwent a number of updates in 2013 
and was identified as the prime location for expanding recreational ice facilities in Bismarck. The 
Schaumberg expansion will add a sheet of ice with seating for 480 – doubling current ice and seating 
capacity. The project will also include a new, large common lobby with concession area, a mezzanine 
viewing of both arenas, eight new locker rooms (bringing the total to 12), three new office spaces, new 
restrooms and dryland training area. 
 
 
Why is this project needed? 
A 2013 facilities study conducted by the Bismarck Parks and Recreation District (BPRD) showed that 
Bismarck is at capacity for available ice, based on the current number of participants. In the 2015-2016 
season, the Bismarck Hockey Boosters have 675 participants, a 40% increase since 2012-2013. The 
Bismarck Figure Skating Club has 250 participants and has had a 177% in beginner enrollment. There are 
an additional 100+ participants in high school hockey and 250 participants in adult hockey leagues.  
 
 
Who is supporting the expansion? 
The Schaumberg expansion has received the financial support of the Bismarck Parks and Recreation 
District and the Board of Park Commissioners, which is committing $3.5 million to the project as well as 
the costs for the new parking lot. An additional $2.5 million has been pledged in private and corporate 
donations, including the support of the Bismarck Hockey Boosters and Bismarck Figure Skating Club 
 
 
Were other locations considered for new rink space? 
One of the most frequently asked questions about the Schaumberg project is if other locations were 
considered. While there have been preliminary discussions about future arena locations, the only site in 
development and with financial and professional support is the Schaumberg Arena Expansion. This is the 
most efficient site because there is available land, existing infrastructure and an operation and 
management plan. A shorter timeline for the Schaumberg project puts opening in 2017. Any other arena 
location would be 8-10 years in development. It is a goal of the Bismarck Parks and Recreation District, 
the Bismarck Hockey Boosters and the Bismarck Figure Skating Club to continually look to the needs and 
opportunities for growth in the community. Once the Schaumberg project is underway, these 
organizations can look to future opportunities.  
 
 
What’s the timeline for the project? 
A private fundraising goal of $3.5 million – matching the commitment made by the Bismarck Parks and 
Recreation District – must be met by December 31, 2015. With $2.5 million already committed, there is 
$1.0 million being sought by the end of the year. Once the $7 million in commitments has been met, the 
Parks District can move forward with hiring contractors and developing the timeline for construction. It 
is expected the arena would be open for the 2017-2018 season. 
 
 



 
 
How can I get involved? 
Financial support is needed through one-time or multi-year pledges. Donations for the project go to the 
Bismarck Recreation Council (BRC), the foundation of the Bismarck Parks and Recreation District. The 
BRC is a 501(c)3 organization, meaning gifts at any level are tax deductible.  
 
Making a donation is easy: 

1. Fill out a Pledge Sheet. You can find the Pledge Sheet on the BHB website or the Park District 
website: http://bisparks.org/wp-content/uploads/Ice-Complex-Capital-Campaign-Pledge-
Form.pdf. This provides the record of your donation. Also, once your Pledge Sheet is received, 
your donation is officially entered into the campaign and counts toward the $1.4 million goal 
that needs to be met by the end of the year. 

2. Mail the completed form to the address on the sheet. 
3. Fax the form to the Park District at 701-221-6838 
4. Drop the form off at the Park District at 400 E. Front Ave., Bismarck. 
5. Call someone on the campaign committee and we will come and pick up your form from you! 
6. Call the park district office at 701-222-6455 and we can help you over the phone by taking 

your credit card information, and the office can mail you the receipt. 
7. What? You don’t have a website I can go to and donate? What about GoFundMe as an 

option?? We checked into it, and 5% of each donation is kept by GFM, and there’s also a 3% 
processing fee for each donation. At this point, every dollar going directly to the campaign gets 
us closer. We want to share the ice, not your valued – and appreciated – donation. 

 
 
Interested in more information? 
Brochures, floor plans and more information on the Building the Tradition project is available at: 
http://bisparks.org/facilities/schaumberg-ice-arena/. 
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