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Information for league members 



Information for SMMSHL Representatives 
1. Read through the bylaws and ask questions about things that are confusing. 

 
2. Attend the two mandatory league meetings (one in the Fall and one in the Spring). Attend 

all other league meetings, or send a representative from your organization (who is familiar 
with bylaws and league issues), who will vote on league issues, including bylaw changes. 
Check your e-mail occasionally for details of upcoming meetings. 
 

3. Have your “voting” member sign in with the secretary upon entering each meeting. 
 

4. Assure that your program’s contact information at www.SMMSHL.com is correct and up-
to-date. Read through the different areas of the SMMSHL website; especially the “Inclement 
Weather Policy.” All schedules are available on the “Divisions” link. 
 
5. Bring issues from your program to the appropriate SMMSHL committee or tier director for 
league action when necessary - individual programs still control all of their program issues 
that don’t have league impact and are not outlined in the league bylaws. 
 
6. Check to make sure that all of your program’s coaches are at least Level 3 certified 
(http://www.usahockey.com/CoachingClinicCertSearch.aspx). 
 
7. Assure that all of your program’s players and coaches have registered with USA Hockey 
online (http://www.usahockeyregistration.com) before the stated due date. You’ll need copies 
of their registrations to turn in with team rosters. Assure that your teams` official roster 
materials are complete and turned in on time (see “Due Dates,” next page). 
 
8. Assure that your program’s bills are paid to the SMMSHL on time (balances available from 
the SMMSHL website using “Manager Roster” - your program’s log-in - then “Summary”) - 
returning program’s bills must be paid in full by Nov. 5th - new program’s bills must be paid in 
full by Oct. 15th. 
 
9. For all games, the home team is responsible for providing a person to run the clock, and 
the visiting team provides someone to fill out the scoresheet during the game and make sure 
it’s signed (officials and coaches) and distributed to the coaches following the game. Please 
be sure that your coaches and team administrators are aware of this. 
 
10. Coaches should sign the score sheet and provide their certification number before the 
game, and then pick-up game sheets following each game. The White copy should be 
mailed, scanned, or emailed to the President by the winning coach, or the Home coach in the 
event of a tie. Additionally, the winning coach should report game results on-line following 
each game (SMMSHL website). If the game ends in a tie, this becomes the “Home” coach’s 
responsibility. 
 
11. Games, if needed, must be canceled 48 hours in advance.  An exception would be if the 
game is being canceled due weather related matters.  In the case of a game being canceled 
due to weather, please see the “Inclement Weather Policy” on the website. 
 
 



 
“Rostering instructions” - including “Swing” Players, Goalies, and Due Dates 
 
1) Instruct all of your players and coaches to register with USA Hockey on-line, and bring the 

print out to you at registration. Each player will need to register with the SMMSHL site 
via their Sports NGIN account.  The Administrative person for your program will need 
to assign players to the respective team within your organization. 

2) Once you have determined your teams, please transfer all registered players to one of 
your programs rosters on the league website.  You should roster all players who are 
on the team or who may be pulled up to the team (including goalies). Players not listed 
on a team’s roster can NOT play for that team under any circumstances. 

3) No player can be pulled down to play for a team in a lower division. Players on a lower tier 
team may be pulled up to a higher tier team up to eight times during the regular 
season (only if they appear on the higher team’s official roster) - these are known as 
“Swing players.” A-teams must designate on the league website all eligible “swing” 
players for each team. These players are to be listed on two team’s rosters. They play 
for the lower tier team, but they may be pulled up to a higher tier team for up to 8 
games. If you check the SMMSHL website, there should be an “S” following each 
swing player’s registration number. Goalies are exempt from the “eight-game” rule, 
and can swing to a higher team as often as is necessary – however they MUST play 
as a goalie on both teams - not as a goalie on one team and a forward on the other. 

4) All players must play in a minimum number of games to be eligible for the playoffs.  
Players must play in 9 games for the A level and 7 games for the B level. 

5) Fifth graders can not play in any A-level games (Soule, Hawkins, Braun), even as swing  
players. 

6) Due dates: 
Team registrations are be entered into the league website Oct. 31st under the Information – 

Manage Roster – log in tab. For each team you enter in the league, you should enter 
1) complete team roster listing every player who is eligible to play for that team, 
including “swings;” 2) a designation of all “Swing” players who could be pulled up from 
a lower tier team (if any), and 3) team’s “Contact Information Sheet” (distributed at Fall 
meeting). All payments due must be paid to the league by Nov. 5th - bills are available 
from the league website under: Information - Manage Roster - log-in - Summary. 

Programs accepted into the league this season must have all bills paid by Oct. 15th. 
All team rosters are considered frozen as they appear on the SMMSHL website on Dec. 

31st. Playoff rosters will be required to be submitted to the league by February 1st.   
Any roster changes after January 15th must be approved by the Admission's Committee. 

7) Players from outside of your Geographic Area (listed on the next-to-last page): 
Any player(s) who do not reside in, go to school in your listed “geographic area” must 
be approved by the Admission’s Committee, unless they were on one of your official 
rosters last season. Programs should submit requests to the Admissions Committee at 
least 2 weeks before the player(s) are expected to play for any of your teams. Players 
who have not been approved should not be listed on your current rosters. 



 
SMMSHL Officers and Committees 2015-2016 
 
League Officers’ Contact Information: 
 
League President: Chris Harmon   cpharmon12@gmail.com 

749-6511 
 
League Vice President: Laurin Brooks  nuwav@roadrunner.com 
 
 
League Secretary: Chris Harmon   Cpharmon12@gmail.com 

749-6511 
 
 

    
 

 
 

Admissions Committee: 
 
Chris Harmon, Mario Lemieux, Laurin Brooks, Dennis Berube, William Heywood, Secretary 
(Non-voting) 
 
Discipline Committee: 
 
Chris Harmon, Admissions Committee  



 
SOUTHERN MAINE MIDDLE SCHOOL HOCKEY LEAGUE 

BY-LAWS 
(As adopted August 19, 1999 - Last updated October 2015) 

 
Purpose: To provide a hockey league for middle school aged children consistent with the 
mission statement contained herein. 
 
Mission: The Southern Maine Middle School Hockey League exists to provide a grassroots 
and improved foundation for the growth and development of hockey programs for middle 
school aged children aimed at increased participation, improved skills and a responsible 
environment for the conduct of youth hockey. 
 
Article I: MEMBERSHIP: 
 
A. The following teams shall be named the founders of the League: Greely; Cape Elizabeth; 

Yarmouth; Biddeford; NYA; Saco; Mt. Ararat; Brunswick; Portland; Falmouth; South 
Portland; Bonny Eagle; Kennebunk; Gorham. Additional programs may be admitted to the 
League. 

 
Amendments: 

1993 add Scarborough and Freeport 
1994 add Westbrook and Auburn 
1995 add Windham 
1997 add Massabesic 
1998 add Icebreakers for one year only 
1999 add Icebreakers; delete Windham 
2000 add Poland 
2001 add Berwick, then deleted 
2002 add Gray-New Gloucester, delete Auburn 
2003 add Marshwood, Oxford Hills; combine Poland & G-NG; delete Freeport, Icebreakers 
2004 add Auburn 
2005 add Sanford, Lewiston, delete Oxford Hills & Poland-G/NG 
2006 add York, delete Marshwood 
2007 add Windham, delete Sanford 
2008 add Marshwood, delete Massabesic 
2009 add Gray New Gloucester/Poland, delete Windham 
2010 add Saint Dominic and York, delete South Portland 
2011 add Windham, South Portland, delete NYA 
2012 add Noble, delete York 
2013 add Oyster River (NH), NYA, delete Westbrook 
2014 add Hebron, Maranacook 
2015 delete Poland/GNG 

 
B. The League reserves the right to admit new programs to membership in the League 

subject to the criteria and conditions set forth in paragraphs E, F, G, and K below. 
 



C. Any group wanting admission to the League must submit a written request, satisfying the 
requirements of Paragraphs F and G below, to the President of the League by August 31st 
prior to the season in which it wishes to become a member program. A League meeting 
shall be held no sooner than September 15th but no later than September 30th to act 
upon the application. The League members may vote to admit or reject a program for 
membership in the League as well as set limitations and/or conditions on membership. 

 
D. Annually, the President shall name an Admissions Committee of representatives of no 

fewer than three and no more than four member programs plus the President. The 
Secretary shall be a non-voting member of this committee. The Admissions Committee 
shall have the duties of: 
1. Reviewing all applications and making recommendations for admission to the League 

and Tier placement. 
2. Mediating disputes within an existing geographic area when an application for 

admission is filed pursuant to paragraph G (1) (b) below; 
3. Placing a player in a program pursuant to Article III, Section A, paragraph 2 (b). 
 

E. The League in considering a program’s application for membership may consider the 
following: 
1. Impact on the League including but not limited to: 

a) availability of ice time both home and away; 
b) increase/decrease of games played by all teams 

2. Character and nature of the new program, including but not limited to: 
a) Whether the new program would improve the League; 
b) program’s stated purpose 
c) size and description of geographic area; 
d) any item enumerated in paragraph F below. 
 

F. An application for admission as a member program to the League for a new geographic 
area shall consist of: 
1. The name and address of the group or individual proposing the program. 
2. The town and/or school in which the players will live or attend school. 
3. The approximate number of players to initially be on the team(s). 
4. The statement as to why the group seeks admission to the League. 
5. A statement as to the method of selecting players. 
6. A statement that all players will comply with League team requirements. 
7. The team(s) has or is prepared to satisfy the requirements of USA Hockey. 
8. Location and times of home ice. 
9. Statement that a roster of a minimum of 12 players will be provided. 
10. Identification of coaches and level of USA Hockey certification. 
11. Name of one designated person to be the voice of the program and the name of an 

alternate person. 
12. Demonstration that the applicant can sustain a team for four years. 
13. $100 Application Fee (refunded if not accepted into the league). 
14. All fees pursuant to Article VII section A must be paid in full no later than October     
15th. 
 

G. An application for admission to the League of an additional program within an existing 
geographic area must: 



1. Contain all items enumerated in paragraph F above; and 
2. Meet the following requirements: 

a) Statement that the existing geographic area, as defined in Article IX, endorses the 
application; or 
b) Statement that a good faith effort has been made within the existing geographic 
area to reach an agreement on the number of programs the area should have and that 
such efforts have failed to reach a fair and equitable solution. 
 

H. In the event a program makes application pursuant to Paragraph G (2) (b) above, the 
President shall refer the application to the Admissions Committee. The Admissions 
Committee shall hear the positions for all sides, attempt to mediate a resolution to the 
disputes and make a recommendation on the admission of the applicant team to the 
League. 

 
I. In the event a team is to be moved between divisions for parity reasons it would be up to 

the Admissions Committee to recommend to the board for vote on such a move after 
carefully considering following guidelines for application: 
1. A short narrative describing the reasons behind their interest; 
2. How many 6th, 7th and 8th graders are on the applying team; 
3. How many Travel A Level Players are on the applying team and who are their 
respective youth hockey organizations; 
4. How many Travel Level B Players are on the applying team and who are their 
respective youth hockey organizations; and 
5. How many returning players were on an A league team last season? 
6. Application must be submitted by October 1st. 
 

J. Any program absent from the league for one season will have to reapply for admission 
prior to the upcoming season as outlined in Article I.C, F, & G. 

 
K. Teams outside of the geographical regions of the league, per Addendum B of the bylaws, 

will be required to apply to the admissions committee rules above. 
1. In addition to the bylaws Article 1 A, E and F, the teams will be required to meet the 
following requirements. 

a. Will be required to reapply each year.  
b. Will be required to play on SMMSHL ice unless the two team’s schedule to play 

agrees to play on another approved sheet of ice. 
 
ARTICLE II - OFFICERS: 
 
A. The officers of the League shall consist of an elected President, Vice President, Treasurer 
and Secretary. The officers’ terms shall last one year. Election shall be from the membership 
programs with no program having a representative holding more than one office. Elections 
shall occur at a duly called league meeting to be held annually between March 15th and June 
15th. 
 
B. The duties of the office of President are: to oversee the various committees of the league 
(scheduling, treasury, and website) along with handling disciplinary matters and financial 
issues, schedule League meetings, appoint the Disciplinary Committee and Admissions 
Committee, and such other matters deemed necessary to the proper functioning of the 



league. The President shall also serve as Finance Director to ensure that the Treasurer has 
collected all the fees and assessments, maintained the checking account, paid all approved 
bills and invoices and other duties incumbent upon a Treasurer. The President shall provide 
an annual financial report to all member programs at the annual meeting held between March 
15th and June 15th. 
 
C. The duties of the Secretary shall be to take and maintain notes and records of the actions 
of the League and its committees and to act as a liaison to the president in cases  
when the President is not available. Additional duties may be assigned by the president on    
a case-by-case basis. 
 
 
ARTICLE III - PLAYERS: 
 
A. Eligibility: To be eligible to play for a team in the League a player must: 
 

1. Be in the 6th, 7th or 8th grade to play for an A team; be in the 5th, 6th, 7th or 8th grade 
to play for a B team. 

 
2. Attend a school or be home schooled within a designated geographic area of the team 
as contained in Addendum B to these By-Laws. 

 
a) A waiver of this requirement may be obtained for exceptional circumstances, after a 
hearing presided over by the President or his designee or appointed committee, if 
necessary. 

 
b) If the geographic area in which the player attends school does not have a team in 
the League, then a player may play for the team representing the geographic area in 
which he or she resides or the team that the player would be representing in high 
school. In the event there is no city/town team where the player resides and the high 
school that he would represent doesn’t have a team, then the player may apply to the 
Admissions committee for placement on another team within the League for one 
season at a time. 

 
c) A player may be rostered with more than one team in the SMMSHL within the same 
program. Players on the highest division team may ONLY play for that team. Players 
on the next highest team may play for that team and may play up to 8 games for a 
team at a higher level, provided that they appear on the higher team’s official roster 
(as a “Swing” player). Please see “rostering instructions” at the beginning of these 
bylaws. 

 
3. Once a player is rostered with a program he or she must continue in that program for 
the remainder of his or her middle school career. Four exceptions to this requirement are: 

 
a) A waiver of this requirement may be obtained if a new geographic area within the 
League is created by dividing an existing multi-town geographic area. by adding a new 
town to the League or if two town/geographical areas combine at the high school level, 
then any player living in the geographical area has the option of choosing once 



whether to remain with the initial program or to be rostered with a program in the new 
geographic area  

 
b) A waiver of this requirement may be obtained if a player changes schools and 
enrolls in a school in a different geographic area. 

 
c) A waiver of this requirement may be obtained from the Admissions Committee when 
one program has an overabundance of goalies during a given year (more than 2 per 
team), that program may allow one or more of their goalies to play for another 
program’s team, who has a shortage of goalies, for one full season. At the end of that 
season, the goalie(s) will return to his home “geographic area” to play the next season. 
This can only happen with agreement between both programs involved, the goalie and 
his/her parents, and Admissions Committee approval. 
 
d) A waiver of this requirement may be obtained from the Admissions Committee when 
one program has a 5th grader and does not have a B-level team, that program may 
allow their 5th grader to play for another program’s team, who has a B-level team and a 
shortage of players, for one full season. At the end of that season, the 5th grader will 
return to his home “geographic area” to play the next season. This can only happen 
with agreement between both programs involved, the player and his/her parents, and 
Admissions Committee approval. 

 
4. A-level team players must not be older than Bantam age per USA Hockey cutoff age 
designation AND must be attending 6th, 7th, or 8th middle school grade. B-level team 
players must not be older than Bantam age per USA Hockey Bantam cutoff age 
designation AND must be attending 5th, 6th, 7th, or 8th middle school grade. 

 
B. Each player, by allowing himself or herself to be placed on a team roster, agrees to submit 

to the disciplinary process and procedures of the League. 
 
C. Each player must comply with all requirements of USA Hockey including but not limited to 

being duly placed on the team roster. 
 
 
ARTICLE IV - MEETINGS: 
 
A. The League shall hold at least two meetings per year (one Spring meeting to wrap up the 

season and elect officers; and one pre-season Fall meeting to confirm programs, go over 
league paperwork and schedules, and vote on new programs), which shall be announced 
to all members at least seven days prior to each meeting. At these two meetings, 
attendance by EVERY program is mandatory. 

 
B. Forty percent of the member programs shall constitute a quorum. 
 
C. Other meetings called for consideration of an application for membership, for election of 

officers, or other business of the League shall be called by the President with a notice of 
not fewer than 5 days unless otherwise waived by all member programs. 

 



D. Programs not represented at both mandatory meetings each season will need to re-apply 
for league membership as described in Article I C, E, & F. 

 
ARTICLE V - VOTING: 
 
A. All actions of the League on which a vote is taken or required shall be by majority vote of 

programs present and voting. 
 
B. Each program in good standing shall have one vote in all matters pertaining to the League. 

A program is not in good standing if it has failed to pay timely all requisite fees or file all 
requisite forms and documentation or has been suspended by the President, Disciplinary 
Committee or League. 

 
C. Prior to any meeting in which a vote may be taken each program shall provide the 

Secretary with the name of the person casting any and all votes for the member team 
program. 

 
 
 
ARTICLE VI - DISCIPLINE: 
A. The President shall have the right to discipline a program, team, player, coach, parent, 

spectator, or other person for any matter that adversely reflects on the League, or for 
noncompliance of the League rules or USA Hockey Rules. The disciplined program, team 
or person shall have the right to a hearing before the Disciplinary Committee. 

 
B. The President shall at the beginning of each season appoint a Disciplinary Committee. 

The Disciplinary Committee shall consist of three members and one alternate. The 
President shall be one member. The Secretary shall attend and record any meeting and 
or actions of the Committee but shall not be an active voting member of the Committee. 
No member program shall have a representative serve on the Committee when the 
Committee is meeting or considering a matter pertaining to his or her program. No 
program shall have more than one representative on the Committee at any time. 

 
C. Duties: the Disciplinary Committee shall have the duty to hear any matter that adversely 

reflects on the League whether the matter be a player, coach, parent, spectator, or other 
person. The Committee shall determine by simple majority what action, if any, should be 
taken for any matter which comes before it. 

 
D. The President upon hearing, seeing, or otherwise becoming aware of a matter which is a 

violation of the letter or spirit of the League’s rules shall within 10 days of the 
incident/matter, in writing, issue his determination of the appropriate discipline, if any, to 
the appropriate  program, team, player, coach, parent, spectator, or other person. The 
President may, in the alternative, refer that matter directly to the Disciplinary Committee. 
An appeal by the person, team, or program disciplined must be submitted to the President 
in writing within ten days of receipt of notice of action taken. The President shall call a 
meeting of the Disciplinary Committee which must hear the matter within ten days unless 
said time limit is otherwise waived by all parties. 

 



E. All disciplinary actions shall be kept confidential except that the President shall send notice 
to all member programs of the general facts and action taken without providing identifying 
specifics. 

 
ARTICLE VII - TEAM RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
A.  Fees and Expenses: Each member team shall be assessed a pro rata fee sufficient to 
play all League costs for one year. The President shall collect the fees no later than 
November 1st each year. Any team failing to remit payment shall forfeit every scheduled 
game and cannot use League scheduled ice time until payment in full is received by the 
President. Should the League disband, all funds or deficits shall be shared equally by all 
member teams in good standing at the time. 
 
B. Each member team shall submit no later than November 1st each year a team roster 
containing all information required by the USA Hockey District Director and all fees and costs 
assessed by the League. Failure to abide by this date will result in forfeiture of game time and 
ice time until such time as all items are received by the President to his satisfaction. 
 
C. Each member team shall submit no later than November  1st each year a USA HOCKEY 
team roster, AN SMMSHL TEAM ROSTER, and IMR copies containing all information 
required by the USA Hockey District Director and all fees and costs assessed by the League. 
Failure to abide by this date will result in forfeiture of game time and ice time until such time 
as all items are received by the President to his satisfaction. 
 
D. All coaches on the player’s bench during league-scheduled games must be USA Hockey 
certified at Coaching Level 3 or higher within three seasons with the league, completed the 
age specific module, or must have a written exemption from Maine Hockey. Coaches should 
have coaching cards and exemption letters available at all games. 
 
E. No team shall be required to perform in any manner not approved by that program’s 
administration. 
 
F. All programs shall be responsible for the actions of it’s administration, teams, coaches, 
parents, and players at all League events. The League shall not be held responsible for any 
criminal actions, injuries or damage to facilities by member teams, administrators, coaches, 
players, parents, or spectators. The League shall not be held, in any way, responsible for any 
expense incurred by any member program. 
 
H. Teams are free to schedule games outside of League schedule as long as USA Hockey 
eligible. Such games do not apply to or otherwise affect a team’s standing in the League. 
 
I. All member teams in geographic areas are autonomous from the League and shall self rule 
except as provided in these By-Laws. 
 
ARTICLE VIII - GAME PLAY: 
 
A. Each team in the League shall play all of the season’s games under the rules set forth by 
USA Hockey. The B division games will be played using a “nocheck” rule. The League shall 
use only officials approved by USA Hockey Rules. 



 
B. Teams must play 80% of scheduled games in order to participate in any playoff or 

tournament qualification. The President shall determine tournament and playoff format. 
1. Initial playoff seedings will be based upon the final standing within your division. In all 

playoff games, the team with the highest regular season seed will be considered the 
Home team. 

 
C. League standings: The League shall maintain standings for each team throughout the 
year. 
 

A team’s standing within the league shall be determined as follows: 
1. Most points (2 for a win; 1 for a tie; and 0 for a loss) 
2. If same points - most wins 
3. Most wins in games between two teams in tie breaker 
4. Most wins against teams with winning records 
5. Coin toss. 

 
 
D. A team forfeits a game by failing to be eligible to play because: 

1. it has not paid its fee to the President or filed all requisite forms, or 
2. fails to show for a scheduled game, or 
3. by agreement with an opposing team, or 
4. all team coaches have not fulfilled coaching certification requirements by Jan. 1 (Article 

VII-D) of that season. If a forfeit occurs because of 1, 2, or 4 above, the game is not 
considered to have been played for the forfeiting team; a team that receives the forfeit 
is considered to have played the game. A team that forfeits a game shall be given a 
loss with a score of 1 to 0. 

 
ARTICLE IX - LEAGUE FORMAT: 
 
A. The League shall be divided into five divisions; the Soule, Hawkins, and Braun Divisions 
for A-level teams (the Soule Division in honor of Ben Soule - a charter member of the League 
and long time coach of Yarmouth Middle School; the Hawkins Division in honor of Dan 
Hawkins - a long time coach of Greely Middle School and a frequent referee; the Braun 
Division in honor of Rene Braun – past SMMSHL League President); and the Ingals and the 
Roy Divisions for B-level teams (the Ingals Division in in honor of the late Gary Ingals - a 
longtime fixture at both the Portland Ice Arena and North Yarmouth Academy, who 
befriended most of the League’s players, coaches and administrators; the Roy division in 
honor of Lee Roy - one of the founders and past president of the SMMSHL.). 

 
1. Teams will be placed in each division based upon the previous year’s regular season 
point totals. Each subsequent year the last place team in the Soule Div. will move to the 
Hawkins Div. The first place team in the Hawkins Div. will move to the Soule Div. Placement 
means the number of points accumulated at the end of the regular season. After the 8th 
game of the season the bottom team and top team in the Soule and Hawkins divisions, 
respectively, will switch divisions and assume the other teams away schedule subject to 
approval by the Admissions Committee, President, and Division Directors.  The team will not 
only assumes the others team’s schedule, they will also their record.  This switch will remain 
in effect for the remainder of the season. 



 
2. Any new team being admitted will be placed in a Division with a skill level appropriate for 
the team. The Admissions Committee shall make a recommendation to the League as to 
which Division it believes to be appropriate. 
 
3. Teams will play only teams within their Division. Standings will be kept based only on a 
team’s performance within its Division. 
 
4. Each team must provide the President with their official playoff roster by January 15th, 
goalies must be submitted by February 1st.  This roster can include NO “swing” players. 
 
5. Each Division shall play for a separate championship. At the conclusion of the season the 
President shall set a format for playoffs in each Division. 
 
B. The League member programs shall represent established geographic areas. 
 
1. Geographic areas shall be defined as a town, city or multiple towns comprising one middle 
school district unless otherwise provided. The established geographic areas are contained in 
Addendum B to these By-Laws. 
 
2. A school which provides its own member program shall be considered a geographic area 
for all purposes of that term within the By-Laws. 
 
3. An existing geographic area composed of more than one town or city may subdivide into a 
smaller geographic area consistent with the provisions of Article 1 of these By-Laws. 
 
4. A town or city that wishes to be included in an existing geographic area must be approved 
by the League membership. 
 
ARTICLE X - B LEVEL TEAMS: 
 
A. To provide a structure and to enhance program development consistent with USA Hockey 

Rules and Guidelines, the League shall encompass, on a voluntary basis only, B level 
teams within any geographic area having an A level team in the League. 
 

1. A waiver of the requirement must be submitted to the Admissions Committee in 
writing.  In order for the organization to be considered for only having a B team in 
the league, the following documents must be provided: 

a. A short narrative describing the reasons behind their interest; 
b. How many 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th graders are on the applying team (75% of the 

team must be made up of 5th, 6th and 7th graders). 
c. How many returning players were on an A league team last season? 
d. All requests must be submitted prior to October 15th. 

 
B. In accordance with USA Hockey, as long as the Southern Maine Middle School Hockey 
League is classified as a recreational/school League, a player may be placed on a USA 
Hockey roster for both an A level team, as provided in Article 1 of these By-Laws, and a B 
level team for the same season, as long as he or she otherwise satisfies USA Hockey 
requirements. 



 
C. Players on a B-league SMMSHL team roster may substitute on an A-level team for up to 8 
league games (if they’re also on the team’s USA Hockey roster.  A player rostered on the 
SMMSHL A-league roster may NOT play for any B-league games. 
 
ARTICLE XI - AMENDMENTS: 
 
These By-Laws may be changed by a majority vote of members present and voting. Any 

proposed changes to these By-Laws must be posted to all member programs by the 
president seven days prior to any meeting set to vote on acceptance of said proposed 
change. 

 
Addendum A - Divisions 
 
A-League Divisions (3)     B-League Divisions (2) 
Soule Hawkins Braun  Petterson Ingalls Roy 
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

 
 
 
Addendum B - Geographic Areas (based upon the middle school you represent) 
The following Cities/Towns comprise the recognized geographic areas for programs 
1. Auburn 
2. Biddeford 
3. Bonny Eagle: Buxton, Frye Island, Hollis, Limington, Standish 
4. Brunswick 
5. Cape Elizabeth 
6. Falmouth 
7. Gray, New Gloucester, Poland 
8. Gorham 
9. Greely: Cumberland, North Yarmouth 
10. Kennebunk: Kennebunk, Kennebunkport 
11. Lewiston 
12. Marshwood: South Berwick, Eliot 
13. Mt. Ararat: Bowdoin, Bowdoinham, Harpswell, Topsham 
14. Noble 
15. North Yarmouth Academy 
16. Portland 
17. Saco 
18. Saint Domonic 
19. Scarborough 
20. South Portland: South Portland, Freeport 



21. Windham: Windham, Westbrook 
22. Yarmouth 
23. York 
 
Addendum C – Petterson Division 
 
Addendum to ARTICLE III - PLAYERS:  
 
A. Eligibility: To be eligible to play for a team in the League a player must: Be in the 6th, 7th 

or 8th grade to play for an A team; be in the 5th, 6th, 7th or 8th grade to play for a B team; 
be in the 5th, 6th, 7th or 8th grade and be a female to play for the Petterson Division.  

 
c) A player may be rostered with more than one team in the SMMSHL within the same 

program. Players on the highest division team may ONLY play for that team. Players on 
the next highest team may play for that team and may play up to 8 games for a team at a 
higher level, provided that they appear on the higher team’s official roster (as a “Swing” 
player). Player from the Girls/Petterson Division is allowed to SWING UP on ONE middle 
school team of their residence or school and must be on that team’s roster. This includes 
all the games and playoffs. Please see “rostering instructions” at the beginning of these 
bylaws.  

 
Addendum to ARTICLE IX - LEAGUE FORMAT:  
 
A. The League shall be divided into six divisions; the Soule, Hawkins, and Braun Divisions for 

A-level teams (the Soule Division in honor of Ben Soule - a charter member of the League 
and long time coach of Yarmouth Middle School; the Hawkins Division in honor of Don 
Hawkins - a long time coach of Greely Middle School and a frequent referee; the Braun 
Division in honor of Rene Braun - SMMSHL League President); and the Petterson division 
for Girls only (Petterson Division in honor of Dave Petterson - a highly instrumental 
SMMSHL coach and league secretary), Ingals and the Roy Divisions for B-level teams 
(the Ingals Division in honor of Gary Ingals - a constant figure at the Portland Ice Arena 
who has befriended most of the League’s players, coaches and administrators; the Roy 
division in honor of Lee Roy - one of the founders and past president of the SMMSHL.).  

 
Addendum to ARTICLE X - B LEVEL TEAMS  
 
D) The girls division will be formed in a similar manner as the other SMMSHL Divisions, in 

that any town can apply to have a team in the Petterson Division.  If a player is from an 
un-represented town, they may apply to the Admissions Committee to play for that team.  
See Article I paragraphs B, E, F, and G for player request process. 

  
Addendum to ADDENDUM A - Divisions  
 
B-League Divisions (3)  
 
Ingals:  
Petterson:   
Roy:  
 



Addendum C – 5th Graders 
 
Addendum to ARTICLE III - PLAYERS:  
 
3) d) A waiver of this requirement may also be obtained from the Admissions Committee 
when one program has a 5th grader and does not have a B-level team, that program may 
allow their 5th grader to play for another program’s team, who has a B-level team and a 
shortage of players, for one full season. At the end of that season, the 5th grader will return to 
his home “geographic area” to play the next season. This can only happen with agreement 
between both programs involved, the player and his/her parents, and Admissions Committee 
approval. 
 
Addendum D – Hawkins and Braun Division 
 
Addendum to Article IV – League Format 
 
C) The Hawkins and Braun divisions will follow USA PeeWee level rules and become a non-
checking division.  The Hawkins division will be the top non-checking A division and the 
Braun division will be the lower non-checking A division in the league.  
  
Addendum to Article -  
 
The league should be divided up into 6 divisions.  Three A division and three B divisions.  
The A and B divisions would realign each year based on the previous year’s regular season 
point total.  The only divisions that would not realign would be the Soule Division (the sole 
checking division) and the Petterson division (the sole girls division). 

 
 
Addendum E – A Level Requirement 
ARTICLE X - B LEVEL TEAMS: 
 
B. To provide a structure and to enhance program development consistent with USA Hockey 

Rules and Guidelines, the League shall encompass, on a voluntary basis only, B level 
teams within any geographic area having an A level team in the League. 
 

2. A waiver of the requirement must be submitted to the Admissions Committee in 
writing.  In order for the organization to be considered for only having a B team in 
the league, the following documents must be provided: 

a. A short narrative describing the reasons behind their interest; 
b. How many 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th graders are on the applying team (75% of the 

team must be made up of 5th, 6th and 7th graders). 
c. How many returning players were on an A league team last season? 
d. All requests must be submitted prior to October 15th. 

 
 
 
 
 



Southern Maine Middle School Hockey League Guidelines 
 
 

The League recommends the following guidelines for all member programs: 
1. Provide a safe and healthy environment for all participants; 
 
2. Provide an opportunity for all new players who wish to play hockey; 
 
3. Provide a fair and equal opportunity for all to participate in this sport; 
 
4. Adopt a philosophy which attempts to reduce the number who become disenchanted and 

drop out; 
 
5. Provide an opportunity for those who wish to advance in a more competitive environment; 
 
6. Provide qualified adult leadership; 
 
7. Place a primary emphasis on the formal education of players and a de-emphasis on the 

excessive competition and a win-at-all-costs attitude; 
 
8. Emphasize sportsmanship at all times. 
 


