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In Memoriam

This year’s PYA Hall of Fame Dinner, our 20th annual, is dedicated in 
honor of the memory of longtime director, commissioner, and coach 
Gene Sheridan.  Gene passed away last fall at the age of 64.  

His tenure with PYA began in 1980 as an assistant coach for his 
oldest son, Brian’s team, in the PYA Junior division of the L.I. Midget 
Lacrosse League.  That initial assignment led to Gene’s involvement 
in football for 1 year as an assistant coach, 5 years as a head coach and 
17 years as commissioner of the joint PYA/Manhasset PAL football 
program.  He was also seen on the fields and courts of PYA facilities 
as a football and basketball referee for many years.  

Gene’s volunteer spirit also extended to coaching three different 
teams over a period of 12 years for CYO basketball at St. Peter’s 
in Port Washington.  His long involvement and dedication to that 

program was such that he received the CYO Man of the Year award in 2001. 

From 1986-1996, Gene was a key part of a nucleus of directors who resurrected the core programs of 
PYA and brought the organization back to respectability and significantly increased program enrollment 
in all sports.  Gene directed the fund raising efforts of the PYA Hall of Fame dinner from its inception 
in 1991 through 2009. The PYA Hall of Fame Dinner has remained our most consistent and largest 
fundraising event on an annual basis.  For his efforts in this and his overall long-standing commitment 
to PYA, Gene himself was inducted into the PYA Hall of Fame in 1996.

Gene was a 1966 alumnus of Siena College where he played 2 years of varsity lacrosse. He was also a 
1962 graduate of Chaminade High School, where he played basketball and baseball.  After graduating 
from Siena, Gene proudly served his country in the United States Air Force, which led to a tour of duty 
in Vietnam.  He received the Bronze Star in 1968, and retired as a Captain in 1970.  

Upon returning home, he began a career as an account executive with New York Telephone, and moved 
up to National Account Manager with AT&T from 1984-1998.  He retired from AT&T in 1998 and 
became part of the Arena Graphics staff for over ten years, and then moved on to help manage Finn 
MacCool’s restaurant for his long time friend Connie O’Reilly.  During this period when he worked in 
Port Washington, he truly enjoyed being involved with PYA on a daily basis. 

Gene loved his wife Carolyn and his family more than anything.  He is survived by Carolyn, his two 
sons Brian and Michael, their wives Laura and Jennifer, and three grandchildren Jack, Kate and Brett.


