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Welcome Racers,

On behalf of this great community of Lutsen, our Lutsen 99er volunteers, local fire and 
search and rescue department, Lutsen Mountains, our, Cook County Events and Visitors 
Bureau and Life Time Fitness, the Healthy Way of Life Company, I am honored to provide 
you with a very warm and gracious welcome.

Nearly 125 years ago and after exploring the shoreline of Lake Superior while fishing from 
a boat, CCA Nelson is forced to find shelter during inclement weather in a small bay at 
the mouth of a north shore river. It was there he discovers the virgin wilderness beauty of 
the area he named Lutsen and quickly files a homestead claim for $14. Shortly thereafter, 
CAA and his wife begin a lifetime of providing hospitality and sharing of this great land 
with visitors now extending through four generations of the Nelson family.

The Lutsen 99er, 39er, 19er and kid races start and finish are all staged here at Lutsen Mountains. 
The ski area was a dream of George Nelson, Jr, grandson of CAA, since his army training 
days in Colorado with the famed 10th Mountain Ski troops. After returning from the Northern 
Italy Theater shortly after World War II, George completes his dream and opens Lutsen 
Mountains in 1948.

Today, your race course will cross over the Poplar River several times, the very river where 
CAA found refuge, combined with crisscrossing the ski slopes at Lutsen Mountains, the 
slopes young George, Jr carved from the wilderness nearly 70 years ago. Lake Superior 
will serve as your backdrop as you begin your bike journey as it leads you up and through 
the ancient Sawtooth Mountains, around inland glaciated lakes, across glacial eskers and  
through trails and forest roads of unparalleled wilderness beauty and splendor. Take 
some time while riding to enjoy this special area.

And most important, this event is about family, friends, building community and camaraderie. 
Have fun, be safe, and remember, Moose, Deer, Wolves, Fox, Pine Martin and all of God’s 
wonderful creation have course right-of-way.

Best Regards,

Mike Larson 
Lutsen Representative - 99er Team Member 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Friday, June 26
2:00-8:30pm Packet pickup at Lutsen Mountain (Rosie’s Chalet) 
6:00-9:00pm BBQ outside of Papa Charlie’s  | Available for purchase

Saturday, June 27 
Breakfast options:

5:00 a.m.   Lockport Marketplace & Deli (5364 MN 61, Lutsen) 

5:30-6:30am Day-of packet pickup at Lutsen Mountain (Rosie’s Chalet)

7:20am All bikers positioned in their respective starting pens (99er/39er/19er)

7:30 am Start of RACE!  --> First out 99ers, the rest to follow
DO NOT PASS PACE CAR. Passing the lead car will result in immediate disqualification.

12:00-9:00pm  BBQ, Beer and Festival

7:30pm Awards ceremony out front of Papa Charlie’s

   Awards include: 
• Custom axes for overall winners, made by participant Bob “Thor” Heinzen
• Custom age group axe awards, made by participant Tom McBean

9:15pm  Post race party at Papa Charlie’s
   Live music by 4OTF (4 on the floor)  |  Age 21+  |  FREE 

Sunday, June 27
Lutsen99er - Niner Kids Event | Sponsored by Cascade Vacation Rentals 
8:30-9:00am Day of registration and check-in at Lutsen Mountain (Rosie’s Chalet)

9:00-9:15 am Junior, Mini and Micro Niner course walk through

9:30am Start of the Niner events 
   All Junior, Mini and Micro Niners will receive a finisher medal. Distances include: 

• Micro Niner (age 5–7) .49 mile
• Mini Niner (age 8–10) .9 mile
• Junior Niner (age 11–13) 1.9 mile

5:30 a.m.   Fika Coffee & World's Best Donuts (available at race start) 

• FREE Prize Giveaways  - during awards ceremony- Must be present to win

6:00 a.m. Mogul's Grille & Tap Room (371 Ski Hill Road, Lutsen) 
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DIRECTIONS TO LUTSEN MOUNTAINS

From South:

Take I-35 North to Duluth, MN. In the Duluth freeway system, take the last possible exit 
labeled “Hwy 61-North Shore Drive”. Stay on Hwy 61 North for 90 miles. Just after the 90 
mile-marker, you will see a large, lighted sign for “Lutsen Mountains”. Turn Left on Ski Hill 
Road (County Rd 5). Lutsen Mountains is located 1.5 miles off Hwy 61 on Ski Hill Road.

From North:

Take Hwy 61 South through Grand Portage and Grand Marais. Approximately 18 miles south 
of Grand Marais, you will see a large, lighted sign for “Lutsen Mountains”. Turn Right on Ski 
Hill Road (County Rd 5). Lutsen Mountains is located 1.5 miles off Hwy 61 on Ski Hill Road.

Flying:

Duluth International is the closest airport. Car rentals are available. Follow directions from South, 
it’s about a 2 hour drive. Ship your bike to a local bike shop and pick it up in time for the race.
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• Timing chip is on your bike number plate – must attach to the front of your bike.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION & RULES 

• Helmets must be worn when on the bike, and your chin strap must be buckled.
• Unsportsmanlike conduct is grounds for disqualification.
• Abandonment – no garbage, clothing, etc., shall be thrown on the course.
• Leave no trace! – while on course - what you bring in - you bring out - leave no trace!
• DNFs must be reported to timing.
• No pets on course.
• No earphones.

• THANK THE VOLUNTEERS.

CATEGORIES

• Geared Bike
• Single Speed
• Fat Bike
• Tandem

COURSE NUTRITION

• PB&J
• Gatorade & Water
• Fig Newtons
• Granola bars
• Honeystinger gel and waffles

• DO NOT PASS PACE CAR. The Pace car will lead all racers down Ski Hill Road and along 
Highway 61 to Caribou Trail.  The Pace car will turn off at the Lutsen Fire Hall at near the bottom of 
Caribou Trail. Passing the lead car will result in immediate disqualification.

PARKING
• All parking lots on the mountain will be closed until 5:30 am Saturday.
• There is no overnight parking or camping in these areas.

[The Visit Cook County MN Information Center has more information on camping. Call 
1-888-922-5000  or email info@visitcookcounty.com  -- www.visitcookcounty.com]

• Parking will be limited and may fill up before the race start.  To avoid last-minute problems,
arrive early and minimize the number of vehicles brought to the start.

• Lutsen Resort and Bluefin Bay will be providing free shuttles before and after the race start for their
guests.   If you are staying at these resorts, we would encourage racers to be dropped off for the start,
and have spectators take the resort shuttle to the start.

• If you drive, please follow the directions of the parking staff.

www.visitcookcounty.com
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COURSE DESCRIPTION
99ER COURSE

Starting out at Lutsen Mountain, riders will be escorted down to Highway 61, where 
we’ll open the flood gates. Riding through the town of Lutsen, racers will then start the 
Caribou Trail Climb, heading up 1,000 feet in about 5 miles. From there you will jump 
onto a series of forest roads and snowmobile trails, including a really fun ride down 
the Muelberg Trail, where you really start to get an appreciation of the landscape and 
vastness of the area. Another few miles of Forest Service Roads will bring you to the first 
aid station at mile 24. The next 18 miles are a blast! A series of ski trail, snowmobile trail 
and forest road roads will bring riders back to the aid station at mile 41.

For the next 10 miles, riders will be traveling west along Mark Lake Road making a left 
turn onto the Caribou Trail. After one mile the riders will come to the mile 70 aid station. 
At the aid station, they will take a hard right onto Clara Lake Road. They will then travel 
two miles where they will make a left onto Rice Lake Road and another left onto Pancore 
Lake Road. 

Crossing the Sawbill Trail riders will work their way South and join the Sawbill Trail 
at mile 75 to 80, which is also the next aid station. This is the last good place for 
spectators/crew until riders get back to the ski hill. A fun, fast rolling road will bring 
riders to Barker Lake Road, stopping at an aid station at mile 93, riders will then travel 
south into the North end of Lutsen Mountain.

This year, you are not done when you get to Lutsen Mountain. Riders will jump onto the 
old Lutsen Mountains bike trail system, where the last 4 miles will take you on Lutsen 
Moutains. The last mile climb to the finish is 250ft alone, which will create an exciting, 
dramatic finish!

Recap: 99 miles, about 7,000 feet of climbing, 7% single track, 10% pavement, 40% 
snowmobile/ski trail, 43% Forest Service Road, 100% FUN!

Drop bags (99er course only)

• We will provide a bag tag that you will pick-up at check-in
• Bags will be available at mile 41 & mile 59
• Post ride bags will be available on the grass in front of Gondola

• Bags drop Saturday morning until 7:15 a.m. under the startline bridge
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39ER COURSE

Starting out at Lutsen Mountain, riders will be escorted down to Highway 61, where we’ll 
open the flood gates. Riding through the town of Lutsen, racers will start the Caribou Trail 
Climb, heading up 1,000ft. in about 5 miles. As the 99er riders turn East, the 39ers will 
continue up the Caribou Trail for a few more miles before turning west on Clara Lake Road 
into the first aid station at mile 12. Two mile down Clara Lake Road turn left at Rice Lake 
Road and another left onto Pancore Lake Road, a fun Forest Service Road that is pretty 
remote and full of wildlife. At the end of Pancore Lake Road, there will be an aid station at 
about mile 22.

Riders will turn South on the Sawbill Trail for a mile before turning East on the Honeymoon 
Trail, a rolling Forest Service Road. From there, riders head south on Barker Lake road for 
a few miles and run into an aid station at mile 35 before heading into the North end of 
Lutsen Mountains.

Riders hop onto the old Lutsen Mountain bike trails and traverse Mystery Mountain before 
descending to the Poplar River. The last mile is a tough climb out of the river valley to the finish!

19ER COURSE

Experience the rush of the famous Lutsen rollout from the resort down to Highway 61 
as well as a nearly 9-mile climb into the heart of the beautiful hardwood forests of the 
Arrowhead. The course skirts some of the longer, more technical trails trails with an aid 
station at 15 miles. You’ll cross the 99er finish line with plenty of time to enjoy all of the 
day’s festivities, including cheering on the finishers of the 39er and 99er distances.

MISC FACT

Lutsen 99er has reserved entries available to two sold-out mountain bike events: The 
Chequamegon Fat Tire Festival and the Leadville Trail 100 MTB Race! If you hope to race 
at these events and missed your chance during the lotteries, try your luck at Lutsen by 
entering our race day drawing.
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COURSE MAP

No spectators will be allowed at Aid Station 1,2&3. Spectators are welcome at Devil 
Track Lake Campground – riders pass thru 2x at this station.
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No spectators will be allowed at Aid Station 1,2&3. Spectators are welcome at Devil Track Lake Campground – riders pass thru 2x at this station.

Driving to Devil Track Campground from Lutsen: 
• Go Northeast on Scenic Hwy 61 to the Harbor Town of Grand Marais (~ 20 minutes)
• LEFT on 5th Street – 5th is located at the bottom of the hill as you enter Grand Marais

• LEFT on The Gunflint Trail and follow that up the meandering hill to County Rd #8 (+/- 3 miles)

• LEFT on County Road #8 (Devil Track Road) – continue for 8 miles

• County #8 turns into County #57 (basically stay on the same road)

• This will lead you to the Devil Track campground - parking available on the shoulder.

• Double back ~2.4 miles on #57 to Ball Club Lake Road.

• LEFT onto Ball Club Lake Road. Continue past Two Island Campground (less than a mile) to “The Grade” - FSR 170

• LEFT on "The Grade" --> approx. Go 23 miles to the Sawbill Trail

• LEFT on Sawbill and proceed down to the Check point/Aid Station 5+/- miles

To Sawbill Aidstation from Devil Track Campground:
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AT YOUR SERVICE... THE LUTSEN 99ER STAFF

PETER SPENCER 
Race Director/Brand Manager 
pspencer@lifetimefitness.com 
(952)229-7330

ADAM HARJU 
Race Logistics/Course Info 
northshorebikeguy@gmail.com 
(218) 370-1124

MIKE LARSON 
Local Contact 
mikelarson@boreal.com 
(218) 370-1536

VOLUNTEERS 
The Lutsen99er would not be complete with out the help of the 
volunteers and sponsors. Please thank the volunteers while you are out on 
course.  
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