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Myth:  We spent $3.25m to buy land for athletic fields. 
The acquisition of seventy-five acres of Haynes land had three intended purposes - open space, recreation, and 
housing.  Most of the land will be undisturbed and forever preserved for conservation.  The housing acreage is 
seeking a designation for seniors, to support Boxford's growing elderly population.  The portion designated for 
athletic fields is fifteen acres.  An adjusted purchase price, based on pre-determined land use, is $650,000. 
 

Myth:  My tax rate increased to pay for the Haynes land. 
Funding for the Haynes purchase came from the Community Preservation Account and private donations.  There 
was no impact on the tax rate. 

 

Myth:  The athletic fields will be built on the open hay field at the intersection of 
Main Street and Middleton Road (where we park for the Apple Festival). 
The athletic fields will be in the woods, not visible from Main Street or Middleton Road. 
 
How are we paying for construction?  
We are seeking funding from the Community Preservation Account and private donations.  There will be no impact 
on our tax rate. 
 

Will the fields at Boxford Common be dry? 
The synthetic turf field will be ready to play as soon as the snow melts.  It drains quickly.  The natural grass fields 
will be pitched properly for drainage and constructed using material conducive to sports activity.  Professional 
engineers have worked diligently to make sure standing water will not be an issue. 

 

Sometimes it looks like we have fields that aren't being used? 
Fields with natural grass need time to rest.  We never had that luxury during the population boom eight years ago.  
We used every patch of grass we could find - and turned the fields into dirt and rocks.  Now we are able to rotate 
and rest fields.  Also, some fields, especially Chadwick, may be vacant on a beautiful spring afternoon.  It's likely 
the grass is hiding lots of standing water.  Playing in those conditions would destroy the field.  It's unsafe for the 
kids.  Synthetic turf can handle heavy rains and as much running, jumping, sliding, and rolling as field hockey, 
football (flag and tackle), lacrosse, and soccer can muster. 
 

Elementary school enrollment has declined.  Why do we need more fields? 
In 2007, when school enrollment peaked, our fields were over-utilized and worn to dirt and rocks.  Football and 
lacrosse did not play in Boxford.  We did not have a flag football program.  We did not have a field hockey program.  
We did not have sports spanning multiple seasons and we did not have the opportunity to rest any fields.  

 
How will we pay for maintaining the athletic fields? 
There are several ways to pay for maintenance.  One approach, which acknowledges that athletic fields are a 
municipal resource enjoyed by thousands of Boxford residents, would ask taxpayers to pay for maintenance.  The 
total cost per household would be approximately $9.50 per year. 


