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I. Introduction 
 

This overview of the Regional Open Circuit (ROC), Regional Junior Cadet Circuit (RJCC) and Super Youth Circuit 

(SYC) and bid guidelines packet are designed to provide guidance to persons who desire to host these tournaments. It 

is not meant to be an Operations Manual. Potential hosts are required to check the SYC/ROC/ RJCC Guidelines 

Manuals and the USFA Athlete Handbook. 

A. REGIONAL OPEN CIRCUIT 
 

The Regional Open Circuit (ROC) sanctioned by USA Fencing and overseen by the Tournament Committee 

is intended to provide competitive opportunities for fencers seeking to begin the transition from competing 

principally in local and regional competitions to competing at the national level by earning regional ranking 

points towards qualification. Organizers seeking to receive designation of a tournament as part of the ROC 

should be prepared to provide a tournament having, to the extent desirable, the feel of a North American Cup 

(NAC) tournament, in order for fencers to become familiar with the operational mechanics they will encounter 

at a NAC. ROC events are held in Division I-A, Division II and Veteran categories. A designated tournament 

may consist of one or more of these categories in both Men’s and Women’s events in each of the three 

weapons, and may also incorporate (with the approval of the appropriate oversight group) other additional 

competitive RJCC categories. Beginning in the 2015-2016 season, organizers with a minimum of 3 (three) 

years hosting a successful ROC may request a 2 (two) year approval for their ROC tournament. 

 

Capping of events within any registration deadline is not allowed. Entry into ROC tournaments is open to any 

fencer who meets the eligibility and membership requirements. All participants, regardless of home region, 

may earn regional ranking points towards qualification at ROCs. 

 

ROC events function as qualifiers to the National Championships Division I-A, Division II and Veteran 

Categories, and may qualify fencers to other events, depending upon classification and status.  ROC 

Regional Points can be earned by attending any ROC in the US. The USFA Athlete Handbook contains 

detailed information on qualifying pathways and should be consulted as the appropriate reference document. 

 

B. REGIONAL JUNIOR CADET CIRCUIT 
 

The Regional Junior/Cadet Circuit (RJCC) sanctioned by USA Fencing and overseen by the Tournament 

Committee is intended to provide competitive opportunities for fencers seeking to begin the transition from 

competing principally in local and regional competitions to competing at the national level by earning regional 

ranking points towards qualification. Organizers seeking to receive designation of a tournament as part of 

the RJCC should be prepared to provide a tournament having, to the extent desirable, the feel of a North 

American Cup (NAC) tournament, in order for fencers to become familiar with the operational mechanics 

they will encounter at a NAC. RJCC events are held in Junior and Cadet Categories. A designated 

tournament may consist of one or more of these categories in both Men’s and Women’s events in each of the 

three weapons, and may also incorporate (with the approval of the appropriate oversight group) other 

additional competitive ROC categories. 

 

Capping of events within any registration deadline is not allowed. Entry into RJCC tournaments is open to 

any fencer who meets the eligibility and membership requirements. Although participation in RJCC 

tournaments is not restricted by region, only athletes who reside in the region in which the RJCC is held may 

earn Regional Ranking Points toward qualification. See the Regional Recognition Document on the USA 

Fencing website for details as to the awarding of Regional Ranking points at RJCCs. RJCC events function 

as qualifiers to the Junior Olympic Fencing Championships and July Challenge in the Junior and Cadet 

categories. Athletes can fence in any RJCC competition but RJCC Regional Points can only be earned 

in their own Region. The USFA Athlete Handbook contains detailed information on qualifying pathways and 

should be consulted as the appropriate reference document. 
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C. SUPER YOUTH CIRCUIT 
 

The Super Youth Circuit (SYC), sanctioned by USA Fencing and overseen by the Youth Development 

Committee is a group of tournaments held throughout the country for fencers in the Y14, Y12 and Y10 age 

categories in all six weapons. These tournaments provide an opportunity for young athletes to experience 

elite competition, earn national ranking points and prepare for future national events. A principle goal 

of USA Fencing and the Youth Development Committee is to showcase the sport of fencing at the youth level 

in different regions of the country, while controlling travel time and expenses for fencers and their families. A 

designated tournament will consist of all three age classifications in both Men’s and Women’s events in each 

of the three weapons. In the most exceptional of circumstances, after a bidder has already organized at   

least 2 successful independent SYC tournaments, an SYC may also incorporate (with the approval of the 

appropriate oversight group following full disclosure in the original bid) other additional competitive categories. 

Beginning in the 2015-2016 season, organizers with a minimum of 3 (three) years hosting a              

successful SYC, may request a 2 (two) year approval for their SYC tournament. Outside of the Y10, Y12, 

Y14 and Cadet RJCC scope, additional events are not considered for qualification or national/regional points. 

Consideration for additional events integrated into an SYC tournament will require organizers to submit with 

the original bid further information including a detailed strip management plan to illustrate full capability to run 

the tournament without any compromise in the required delivery of services for an SYC tournament. The 

organizer must also have an exceptional chair for their Bout Committee identified from a list which can be 

provided by the Tournament Committee Chair, Brandon Rochelle (tc@usfencing.org).  For more information 

on this requirement please contact the Youth Development Committee Chair, Jennie Salmon 

(jennie@missionfencing.com). 
 

SYC events function as qualifiers to specific age-restricted North American Cups and National 

Championships, depending upon classification and status. Capping of events within any registration deadline 

is not allowed. Entry into SYC tournaments is open to any fencer who meets the eligibility and membership 

requirements. All participants, regardless of home region, may earn National Youth Ranking points 

towards qualification at SYCs. The USFA Athlete Handbook contains detailed information on qualifying 

pathways and should be consulted as the appropriate reference document. 

 

D. PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

 
USA Fencing will accept bids from any Affiliate or Member Club, Division, City, or Sports Commission 

interested in hosting an ROC, RJCC or SYC. The bid must provide facilities, commit services, and supply 

personnel to make a tournament successful for the participants and USA FENCING. The bid process and 

selection will be managed by the relevant Committees (Tournament Committee and Youth Development 

Committee), and overseen by the Regional Manager at the National Office, Leslie Winckler. 

 

Acceptance of a bid shall result in formation of a binding contract between the Host and USA Fencing to 

conduct the tournament, and to do so in accordance with the appropriate published guidelines. Hosts may 

be required to execute a written contract containing more detailed terms than the guidelines set forth herein, 

and refusal to do so may result in revocation of the award of ROC, RJCC or SYC status. Whether or not a 

subsequent written contract is required, except in the most exceptional of circumstances, cancellation of an 

awarded ROC, RJCC or SYC will result in substantial penalties, including, but not limited to, reimbursement 

of fees and otherwise nonrefundable expenses paid by  registered fencers at the time of cancellation; 

additionally, failure to provide adequate financial responsibility in this regard may constitute grounds for 

disciplinary action by  the USFA. Submission of a bid indicates understanding and acceptance of this 

condition. 

 

Any organizer who is found to be in violation of the bid contract and/or published guidelines or requirements 

will incur a $15,000 fine on their first offense. No organizer with an outstanding fine will be awarded an SYC, 

mailto:phguy@gmail.com
mailto:jennie@missionfencing.com
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RJCC or ROC tournament until the fine is paid in full. An organizer who has a second offense will incur 

another $15,000 fine and a suspension of 2 years from bidding once the fine is paid in full. Any organizer 

with 3 offences will  be permanently excluded from  consideration for hosting an SYC, RJCC or ROC 

tournament. 

 

1. SEASON. This document refers to the “Season,” which shall mean the 2015-2016 USA Fencing 

season unless otherwise noted. Except for Summer National Championships, which is included as a 

designated tournament for point standing purposes for ROCs and SYCs, all ROC, RJCC and SYC 

tournaments should be completed no later than the first weekend of May. 

 

2. REGIONS. Six Regions are designated along established geographical boundaries and delineated 

here. 

 

 
 

3. NUMBER OF EVENTS DESIGNATED 

 
a) Regional Open Circuit 

 
(1) Ordinarily, two Division I-A ROC’s may be approved for hosts in each Region. 

 
(2) Ordinarily, one Division II ROC may be approved for hosting in each Region. 

 
(3) Ordinarily, one Veteran ROC tournament may be approved for hosting in each 

Region 

 

(4) If fewer acceptable bids are received than would ordinarily be allocated to a 

given Region, the Tournament Committee will first give unsuccessful prospective hosts 

from that Region the opportunity to amend their bids to address any deficiencies noted. 

If, after considering the amended bids, there are still fewer acceptable bids, the TC may 

accept bids from a neighboring region, taking geographic considerations into account 

where possible. 

 

(5) Additional ROC Tournaments may be approved by the Tournament 

Committee, taking into consideration competitive fencing population density, other 

regional and local qualifying and/or competitive opportunities, the number of appropriate 

bids received, and any additional factors deemed relevant by the TC, subject to 

limitations imposed by the Board of Directors. 

 

b) Regional Junior Cadet Circuit 
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(1) Ordinarily, two Junior Regional Circuits may be approved for hosts in each 

Region. 

 

(2) Ordinarily, two Cadet Regional Circuits may be approved for hosting in each 

Region. 

 

(3) If fewer acceptable bids are received than would ordinarily be allocated to a 

given Region, the Tournament Committee will first give unsuccessful prospective hosts 

from that Region the opportunity to amend their bids to address any deficiencies noted. 

If, after considering the amended bids, there are still fewer acceptable bids, the TC may 

reopen bidding in a specified region or accept bids from a neighboring region, taking 

geographic considerations into account where possible. 

 

(4) Additional RJCC Tournaments may be approved by the Tournament 

Committee, taking into consideration competitive fencing population density, other 

regional and local qualifying and/or competitive opportunities, the number of appropriate 

bids received, and any additional factors deemed relevant by the TC, subject to 

limitations imposed by the Board of Directors. 

 

c) Super Youth Circuit 
 

(1) Ordinarily, at least one SYC Tournament may be approved for hosts in each 

Region. 

 

(2) If fewer acceptable bids are received than would ordinarily be allocated to a 

given Region, the Youth Development Committee will first give unsuccessful prospective 

hosts from that Region the opportunity to amend their bids to address any deficiencies 

noted. If, after considering the amended bids, there are still fewer acceptable bids, the 

YDC may accept bids from a neighboring region, taking geographic considerations into 

account where possible. 

 

(3) Additional SYC Tournaments may be recommended by the Youth 

Development Committee, taking into consideration youth fencing population density in 

each region, other regional and local competitive opportunities, the number of adequate 

bids received, and any additional factors deemed relevant by the YDC, subject to 

limitations imposed by the Board of Directors. 

 

4. TOURNAMENT. A tournament is defined as a group of events; usually Men’s and Women’s 

events; foil, epee and sabre events. A tournament holding Men’s and Women’s Foil, Epee and 

Sabre events is also called a 6-weapon tournament. 

 

a) Self-supporting. Each tournament shall be self-sufficient; that is, the host is responsible 

for payment of all expenses incurred as a result of operation of the tournament and the USFA 

assumes no liability for any such expenses. Hosts should set forth clear, stated policies regarding 

the availability of refunds for registered fencers who withdraw or otherwise fail to attend the 

tournament. 

 

b) Rules and regulations. All USFA rules and tournament regulations shall be followed, 

particularly those regarding age group eligibility, classification restrictions, attire and membership. 

 

c) Announcement. All pertinent tournament information shall be posted on the USFA 

website (www.usfencing.org) and on www.askfred.net as soon as possible but generally not later 

http://www.usfencing.org/
http://www.askfred.net/
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than 60 days prior to the tournament date to allow fencers to make appropriate travel and hotel 

accommodations. 

 

d) Insurance. The facility at which the competition is held shall have proper  liability 

insurance coverage for the duration of the tournament. Third party liability insurance may be 

obtained through the USFA. 

 

e) Format. The format for all ROC, RJCC and SYC events is one round of pools with 100% 

of the fencers promoted to a direct elimination table. No mixing of genders or age groups is 

allowed. Appropriate direct elimination formats are outlined in the Operations Manual. 

 

f) Tournament Software. Fencing Time, XSeed, EnGarde or other software capable 

of interfacing with www.askfred.net shall be used to run the tournament. The bout committee 

should be experienced with the chosen software. Tracking of referees is mandatory. Organizers 

are encouraged to provide live result updates for their tournament. 

 

g) Awards. Awards shall be presented to the top eight in each event (in events with a 

starting field of eight or more), or top three (in events with a starting field fewer than eight). They 

may be medals, plaques, gifts, t-shirts or other tasteful gifts. 

 

h) Tournament Equipment. Grounded pistes and scoring machines incorporating time and 

score are recommended, where possible. In any event, sufficient grounded pistes to conduct a 

final from the 8 of any event are required. 

 

i) Athlete’s Equipment. Inspections of masks, gloves and conductive equipment 

constituting the fencer’s clothing (including cords) shall be conducted by competent personnel in 

accordance with national standards. The maximum blade length permitted for Y10 competitions is 

32.5 inches. This requirement must be strictly enforced 

 
5. COMPETITION DATES: 

 
a) ROC, RJCC and SYC tournaments shall be held between August 1, 2015 and May 1, 

2016. 

 

b) As a matter of policy, no bid shall be approved for any tournament to be conducted in 

competition with any National tournament conducted by USA Fencing, including North American 

Cups (NACs) and Junior Olympic Championships. Any international tournament designated for 

inclusion in national point standings for team selection or other purposes is specifically excluded 

from this definition. 

 

c) Due to the limited number of weekends possible, more than one ROC/RJCC/SYC 

tournament may, on the recommendation of the relevant committee, be scheduled for the same 

weekend, so long as such overlap will be in different (preferably noncontiguous) regions, and the 

tournament organizers are informed of and accept the overlap prior to scheduling. 

 

d) Potential hosts interested in consideration for ROC, RJCC and SYC tournaments should 

consult the USFA calendar at www.usfencing.org for information on potentially conflicting dates 

during the Season. 

 

6. APPLICATION FEE. 
 

a) ROC, RJCC and SYC tournament bids must be accompanied by the required $100 

application fee, paid described during the bid process. A tournament organizer may submit bids for 

http://www.askfred.net/
http://www.usfencing.org/
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ROC, RJCC and SYC events, and must pay a separate application fee. Any bid submission 

requesting to combine an SYC tournament with a Regional Junior Circuit or ROC tournament 

will not be approved. 
 

7. PROGRAM SUPPORT FEE AND RESULTS CERTIFICATION. Effective October 1, 2008, all 

tournaments designated as Regional Open Circuit (ROC), Regional Junior Cadet Circuit (RJCC) or SYC 

tournaments are required to remit a Program Support Fee of $5.00 per individual registrant to the USFA 

National Office. For ROC/RJCC/SYC the Program Support fee remittance includes unique registrants in ALL 

events, counting any non-ROC/RJCC/SYC events approved to run in conjunction with the awarded event. 

These payments are due at the time the results of the competitions are sent to the USFA National Office. 

The tournament organizers are required to electronically submit the appropriate Results Form along with the 

final Program Support Fee to the USFA within 10 business days of the conclusion of fencing. 

ROC/RJCC/SYC results will not be processed for qualification, point standings, or classification changes until 

the Program Support Fee is received. If the program support fee and/or full tournament results are not 

received within 10 business days, the ROC/RJCC/SYC tournament will lose sanctioning as a point/qualifying 

event and the organizer will be responsible for refunding all monies paid by registered tournament entrants 

and any additional fines assessed by the YDC, TC, and/or USA Fencing. 

 

8. SANCTIONING. USA Fencing through the Tournament Committee, Youth Development 

Committee and National Office sanctions ROC, RJCC and SYC tournaments, respectively. This sanctioning 

extends to additional non-ROC or -SYC events conducted as part of the same overall tournament, contingent 

upon their inclusion in the original bid packet submission and subject to recommendation by the relevant 

selection committee(s). No additional events shall be sanctioned by USA Fencing or any of its component 

Divisions held in conjunction with an ROC, RJCC or SYC that have not been approved as part of the bid and 

oversight process. Due to the large number of entrants at SYC tournaments and in the  interest  of 

maintaining a high quality of tournament experience for our youngest fencers, SYCs are generally to be run 

as SYCs only except for in the most exceptional circumstances. Provisional sanction shall be granted when 

the tournament is selected. Sanction is contingent upon conduct of the tournament in accord with USA 

Fencing rules and requirements and on final payment of the Program Support Fee and submission of any 

official tournament reports required by USA Fencing. Deviation from the published information about the 

sanctioned competitions, either in manner of operation, splitting or combining to increase the number of 

classifications to be earned, or by failure to submit results and/or the Program Support Fee within 10 

business days of the conclusion of the tournament constitutes basis for withdrawal of the sanction and may 

result in the denial of classifications and qualifications earned at that ROC, RJCC or SYC. 

 

Failure to abide by or enforce adopted rules and procedures of USA Fencing (including resolutions of the 

Board of Directors, the USA Fencing Rules, the USA Fencing Operations Manual, etc.) with regard to the 

tournament operation may likewise be basis for withdrawal of the sanction and denial of classifications and 

qualifications earned at the ROC, RJCC or SYC. Withdrawal of sanction does not release the host from any 

financial  responsibilities. 

 

9. ENTRY FEES. 
 

a) ROC and RJCC tournaments have no set entry fee schedule. Tournament organizers 

may set registration fees, entry fees, and late fees as each organizer deems to be reasonable; 

however, such fees must be clearly stated in all materials and on all websites publicizing the 

tournament, and must be disclosed to the Tournament Committee at the time of bid. 

 

b) SYC tournaments shall follow the approved entry fee schedule (new maximum fee 

structure for 2015-2016): 
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(1) The Registration fee shall be a maximum of $30 for each tournament entered 

(inclusive of the Program Support FEE); 

 

(2) The Entry fee shall be a maximum of $40 for each event entered; 

 
(3) SYC Late Entry Policy: Within 4 weeks and up to 3 calendar days preceeding 

the close of registration of the first event scheduled, the specified Registration and Entry 

fees are tripled. Registration within 72 hours preceeding the close of registration for the 

first event scheduled, is subject to an additional $200 charge on top of the normal late 

(triple) entry fee. The late entry policy must be clearly stated in all materials and on all 

websites for each SYC. 

 

(4) The foregoing fees and policies apply to SYC events only. Tournament 

organizers conducting additional events (with the approval of the YDC and National 

Office) may set event fees and late fees, if any, at whatever rates they deem reasonable, 

so long as those fees and policies are clearly set forth an all materials and on all 

websites for the tournament, and are disclosed to the YDC and NO at the time of 

requested approval of inclusion of these non-SYC events. Organizers are responsible to 

remit the Program Support Fee of $5.00 per individual registrant to the USFA National 

Office for non-SYC events as well. 

 

10. REFUND POLICIES. 
 

All tournament organizers shall set forth in their bid a detailed refund policy that cannot be more stringent 

than the policy used by the National Office for NACs and Championship events in the event of an individual’s 

cancellation of registration, which shall subsequently be prominently featured along with the registration, 

event, and late fees in any materials or on any websites publicizing approved ROC’s, RJCC’s and SYC’s. 

Such policy shall clearly set forth the conditions under which a tournament organizer may retain all or part of 

an individual competitor’s registration, entry, and/or late fees; in the absence of any such policy, it shall be 

presumed that an individual competitor cancelling registration will be entitled to a complete and total refund 

of all monies paid. 

 

Tournament organizers cancelling an ROC, RJCC or SYC  shall refund all monies paid by registered 

tournament entrants, including fees associated with non-ROC, non-RJCC or non–SYC events. Tournament 

organizers cancelling an ROC, RJCC or SYC, particularly when such cancellation is made unreasonably 

and/or on short notice, may additionally be held responsible for reimbursement of expenses incurred by 

tournament entrants, and organizers are strongly encourged to maintain general business liability insurance 

to provide for such an eventuality. In no event will USA Fencing be held responsible for the refund or 

reimbursement of any such fees or expenses, and by bidding, tournament organizers agree to hold USA 

Fencing harmless and to indemnify USA Fencing against any claims made by tournament entrants as a 

result of the cancellation of a tournament or as a result of the withdrawal of sanction by USA Fencing as 

elsewhere provided in this bid packet. 

 

11. PUBLIC RELATIONS 
 

ROC, RJCC and SYC tournaments should be well publicized and marketed to the local media and regional 

fencing population. Copies of any publicity concerning the tournament should be sent to the USA Fencing 

National Office. Assistance may be obtained from the US Fencing National Office and various USA Fencing 

Committees concerning publicity and marketing. The National Office will provide a single, free of charge 

email blast to the USA Fencing Membership at the request of the organizers of all ROC, RJCC and SYC 

tournaments as well as traveling banners to be used upon request of organizers. Hosts are also encouraged 
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to develop printed programs for their tournaments. USA Fencing has several documents that can provide 

information for viewers, especially those new to fencing. 

 
 

II. APPLICATION PROCESS 
 

Tournament organizers interested in ROC, RJCC or SYC designation should complete the Online Application and 

submit it electronically (https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/efNPxk9WSnH6Alqds), along with the application 

fee not later than APRIL 1, 2015. Applications received after that date and/or without the bid fee shall not be 

considered except in the most extraordinary circumstances. 

 

Completed applications will include the following 

 
 Completed Application Form and Application Fee 

 
 Venue Owner’s Certification 

 
 Copy of letter of notification of application directed to USA Fencing Division where and when tournament will 

be hosted 

 

 Proposed Tournament Schedule including ALL events to be held (Organizers requesting additional events 

with their SYC must provide further information including a detailed strip management plan to illustrate full 

capability to run the tournament without any compromise in the required delivery of services for an SYC 

tournament. ROC, RJCC organizers requesting additional  events may also be asked to provide such 

information by request of the National Office or Tournament Committee) 

 

 Hotel Worksheet 

 
 Diagram of Facility 

 
 Letters of Intent from BC Chair and Head Referee 

 
 No more than 2 additional pages (including pictures) of venue information 

No more than 2 pages of information regarding host city 

Please do not submit: 

 
 Letters of recommendation from past tournament participants 

 
 Detailed lists of referees 

 
 

 
III. APPLICATION EVALUATION CRITERIA 

 
This section includes all the items that will help secure a successful bid. However, it is not mandatory that all this 

information be secured by the bid submission date. No tournament will perfectly meet all these criteria. Long- 

established tournaments may have developed successful procedures that vary somewhat in their details, but in 

general, the closer tournament organizers adhere to these criteria, the more likely their application will be successful. 

https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/efNPxk9WSnH6Alqds
file:///C:/Users/L.Winckler/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/HR0SBOYB/(https:/www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/efNPxk9WSnH6Alqds),
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A. LOCATION  CONSIDERATIONS 
 

1. Ease of access to the host city by air, rail, and/or auto;  

2. Transportation is easily accessible to/from the airport, host hotel and venue;  

3. Access to accommodations at a variety of price points in proximity of the competition venue; 
 

B. VENUE  CONSIDERATIONS 
 

The fencing venue is the single most important element in hosting a successful tournament. It should be 

available at minimum one hour prior to the close of registration of the first event until one hour after the last 

event concludes each day of the tournament. It should be clean, well maintained, and possess the following 

minimal characteristics for consideration. Tournaments substantially exceeding these requirements may 

receive substantial preference in consideration for the award of a tournament. 

 

The following are minimums required for consideration: 
 

 Ceiling height sufficient to permit safe and unobstructed fencing; 
 

 A level, unobstructed floor of a composition that will accommodate placement of grounded metal pistes 

(carpet, composite, etc. to which mesh pistes may be taped or on which plate pistes may be placed), or 

(in the event ungrounded, tape pistes are to be utilized) of such composition as will accommodate the 

durable placement of piste marking and which forms a suitable surface for competitive activity that 

minimizes risk of injury to the athletes (i.e., is smooth and allows for the execution of normal fencing 

movements without having either excessive friction with fencing footwear nor excessive slickness); 

 

 Sufficient space to accommodate the anticipated number of  regulation size  pistes to support the 

expected number of competitors and their equipment, tournament officials, and spectators safely and 

comfortably, particularly taking into consideration the clearance requirements around pistes, and 

keeping in mind (especially for SYC’s) that  fencers are frequently accompanied by a number of 

individuals, including parents, siblings, grandparents, coaches, etc.; 

 

 For ROC/RJCC events: A minimum of 4 grounded metal pistes to accommodate an event final from the 

round of 8 fencers. Note that this is a minimum to receive consideration; organizers seeking a 

combination-category ROC/RJCC (e.g., Div I-A & Veteran; Div I-A & Junior) will likely need to provide 

additional grounded pistes to accommodate multiple event finals occurring at the same time. Grounded 

strips should, to the extent possible, be located contiguously within the venue; 

 

 For SYC events: A minimum of 8 grounded metal pistes to accommodate two simultaneous event finals 

from the round of 8 fencers; 

 

 Sufficient and even lighting throughout the venue to permit not only safe competition, but also to 

facilitate accurate officiating of the tournament; 

 

 A readily available source of drinking water and an ample number of restrooms, 
 

 Adequate heating, ventilation, and cooling (HVAC) facilities to maintain temperature in the competition 

hall between 65° and 75° F, and absent extraordinary climactic factors; 

 

 Designated area(s) for the Bout Committee and Head Referee centrally located with all strips visible, 

and equipped with sufficient tables, chairs, and electrical outlets for computers and printers used to run 

the tournament; 
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 Area(s) on or near the fencing floor for armory, registration, officials lounge, trainer, and vendor booths, 

along with one or more designated and easily accessible area(s) for posting pools, DE tables, and 

results; 

 

 Spectator area and athlete equipment storage. Especially with regards to SYC tournaments, as each 

athlete is typically accompanied by 3 or more persons (parents, non-fencing siblings, grandparents, 

coaches, etc.). 

 

 Adequate parking and easy access to transportation to/from the host hotel(s). 
 
 

 
Additional items which will result in a bid receiving preferential consideration: 

 
 A strong record of quality events hosted by the bidding organization; 

 
 A strong volunteer base affiliated with the host club and community from which to draw on for leadership 

and non-technical labor; 

 

 Excellent  access  to  transportation  facilities,  particularly  proximity  to  air  transportation,  especially 

including cities with easy access to a hub airport; 

 

 Readily accessible food options, including concessions within the competition venue open throughout 

the competition (including “athlete-friendly” foods – fruit, energy bars, bagels, water, sports drinks, etc) 

and restaurants within walking distance of the competition venue; 

 

 A piste with spectator seating area set apart from the preliminary pistes to highlight semi-final and gold 

medal bouts; 

 

 Video replay available for one or more strips; 

 
 Live Results available online 

 
 Officials lounge or area for eating and holding meetings; 

 
 A stage or raised platform for Bout Committee with internet access and public address system; 

 
 Vendor arrangements, including provision of capability for competitors to purchase equipment at the 

venue to replace nonconforming equipment; 

 

 Local activities and cultural events available or held in conjunction with the tournament that can provide 

participants with entertainment options in addition to the fencing competition; 

 

 Discounted meal packages or coupons at the hotel during the event for participants; 

 
 Complimentary breakfast (at the hotel or the venue) for Officials; 

 
 Commitment to contact local media for coverage of the event. 

 
 Fee considerations as part of the evaluation. 

 
C. PERSONNEL  CONSIDERATIONS 

 
1. Bout Committee: The bout committee chair should be an individual with demonstrated experience 

in the administration of large, complex tournaments, and preferably should be familiar with and/or have 
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participated as a member of the bout committee staff of a North American Cup or other national-level 

tournament. All bout committee staff should be familiar with the software, tournament formats, and 

procedures. Contact Brandon Rochelle at tc@usfencing.org for assistance in identifying qualified staff as 

needed. 

 

2. Head Referee/Referee Assigner: The Head Referee should be a member of the Fencing Officials 

Commission (FOC) or another official approved by the FOC. The Head Referee should be an individual 

dedicated to the task of referee assignment and oversight, with no additional tournament duties (such as 

refereeing or bout committee duties). Contact Mary Mahon at meldarius@aol.com prior to bid submission 

for assistance in identifying qualifying staff or for approval if Head Referee is not an FOC member. 

 

3. Referee Cadre: At ROC, RJCC and SYC events, all members of the referee cadre shall be rated 

by the USA Fencing Officials Commission Referees Commission or the FIE. In the direct elimination rounds 

of 16 and above, only referees with level 7 rating or above should be used, with preference given for referees 

with level 5 rating or above for the semifinals and final bouts.  The only exceptions to this are a referee who 

is being officially observed for a higher rating by persons authorized to confer ratings or at the discretion of 

the FOC. 

 

4. Armorers/Technicians: At least two experienced armorers or technicians available to supervise 

venue setup and maintenance, equipment checks (including mask punch test), and teardown. Armorers 

website:  www.armory.usfencing.org 
 

5. Medical: A developed emergency protocol that includes directions or maps to local hospitals and 

pharmacies should be on site for tournament staff. An experienced athletic trainer or knowledgeable person, 

equipped with appropriate medical supplies including tape and ice, is required on site during all hours of 

competition. Access to ice is mandatory. 

 

6. Observer. In addition to the above personnel recommendations and/or requirements, each ROC, 

RJCC and SYC tournament may have an individual present who will act as an observer on behalf of the 

relevant committee to ensure compliance with the program requirements. The observer must be either a 

member of the Tournament Committee, Youth Development Committee, National Office or an individual 

(preferably a hired tournament official) who the relevant committee agrees to accept as the designated 

observer and who agrees to report regarding compliance with the guidelines contained herein. 

 

7. Safe Sport Compliance. All Affiliate and Member Club employees, independent contractors and 

volunteers over the age of 18 must be USA Fencing Professional Members prior to such employees, 

independent contractors, and volunteers having access to youth participants. Under the policy, USA Fencing 

will not authorize or sanction any employee or volunteer that has routine access to children unless that 

person consents to be screened and passes a criminal background screen conducted by USA Fencing 

through the Professional Membership program. 

 
 
 

D. SCORING AND EVALUATION 
 

The YDC and Tournament Committee will each score each bid using the attached rubric,  

http://www.usfencing.org/page/show/780402-usa-fencing-regional-bid-packet and rank each bid 

(independently of dates and other conflicts) within each region and make a recommendation for number of 

events in each region. Members of the committees who are bidding or systematically involved in the 

organization and administration of a bidding tournament, or who serve as an employee, contractor, director 

or  equivalent  position  of  the  ultimate  beneficiary  of  the  tournament  proceeds,  be  a  member  of  an 

mailto:phpguy@gmail.com
mailto:meldarius@aol.com
http://www.armory.usfencing.org/
http://www.usfencing.org/page/show/780402-usa-fencing-regional-bid-packet
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organization bidding or be an immediate family member of such a person shall recuse themselves from 

submitting scores with respect to bids in their region (serving as a Referee, Head Referee, Bout Committee 

Official at a bidding tournament or being merely geographically associated with a bidding tournament shall 

not be grounds for recusal). The committees may request modifications to bids before completing their 

evaluation. Once the YDC and the Tournament Committee have completed their evaluations and 

recommendations, they will pass those along to the National Office. 

 

The National Office will empanel three disinterested persons not involved in the first review process, and not 

from the original committees and make a final determination on the award of bids and construct a master 

schedule, taking into consideration date conflicts, geographical balancing and appropriate fencing population 

density balancing. The National Office may request date or other modifications of bids before approval. 


