McLean Youth Soccer Guide for Referees

FALL 2014-SPRING 2015
1. ELIGIBILITY

In order to be assigned to McLean Youth Soccer (MYS) matches, you must be at least USSF grade 8 referee, with a badge labeled either 2014 or 2015.  Referees must be certified every year.  Virginia referee classes (new referee and recertification) and rules information:  http://www.vadcsoccerref.com.  
2. USSF ASSIGNOR:  
McLean Youth Soccer works with CASRA – and its Arlington-based USSF Assignor Jesse Rosenthal – for assigning referees to its Fall 2014 and Spring 2015 matches.  

Jesse Rosenthal, USSF Assignor

globalprisms@yahoo.com (strongly preferred contact method)

C: 703-338-6916 (emergencies)

Twitter: @WahooRef

3. JOINING CASRA ARBITER: 
In order to be assigned, you will need to accept the invitation to the CASRA Arbiter group if you have not already done so.  All MYS match assignments will be published in Arbiter for you to accept. If you do NOT belong to the CASRA Arbiter group, please email Jesse Rosenthal (globalprisms@yahoo.com) to request an invitation. 
4. SOCIAL MEDIA:

a.McLean Soccer Referees is a Facebook Group and can be joined here: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mclean-Soccer-Referees/548542855213217.   
b. McLean Youth Soccer (MYS) is a Facebook Group and can be joined here: https://www.facebook.com/McLeanYouthSoccer
The MYS Facebook page will mirror inclement weather announcements.  Mentoring events and discussion opportunities will be scheduled on the calendar at the McLean Soccer Referee page.  Reminders of assignment windows (match dates for which availability has been requested, pending assignment publication) will be posted on this page.
@McLeanSoccer is the Twitter page for the McLean Soccer Program.  
5. AVAILABILITY – the KEY TO ASSIGMENTS.  
It is your responsibility to respond to the weekly email requests for assignment availability, which in general are published two weeks prior to kickoff, and it is your responsibility to promptly accept those assignments.  If your availability changes between the time that your availability has been requested and the time that assignments have been published for that week, please email Jesse Rosenthal so that he does not assign you to matches that you cannot officiate.  If your long-term availability is not subject to change, you can submit your availability a month in advance so that Jesse Rosenthal can rely upon that data for assignments.  Accepting a match assignment means you are accepting responsibility for arriving on-time (at least 15 minutes prior to House League [U9-U11] kickoff; 30 minutes prior to SFL/ODSL kickoff) at the correct field, on the correct date, for the correct age group, and it is your responsibility for getting to the field in uniform, ready to officiate.   

6. UNIFORM EXPECTATIONS:  
Each referee must bring the following equipment to each match:
REQUIRED

	USSF Jersey (GOLD)
	Set of Flags
	USSF Badge with Velcro Backing
	Flip Coin

	Solid Black Shorts
	Digital Stopwatch
	Whistle
	Black Shoes 

	Socks (3 stripe or US Soccer logo)
	Yellow/Red Card Set
	Pens/Pencil
	Paper


OPTIONAL BUT ENCOURAGED
	USSF Jersey (BLACK)
	USSF Jersey (BLUE)
	Shoe Cleaner
	2nd pair of Socks

	USSF Jersey (RED)
	Air Pressure Gauge
	Warm-up Pants/Jacket
	Printed copy of match assignments from Arbiter

	USSF Jersey (GREEN)
	Air Pump
	Laws of the Game/League Rules
	Bag


7. RULES: 
Referees must be familiar with the “MYS Soccer House Rules”, Old Dominion Soccer League (ODSL) and the “Suburban Friendship League (SFL) Rules”.  The rules explain where MYS departs from the FIFA Laws (such as length of games and size of ball for each age group). 

	League
	Assignor
	Inclement Weather:
	Rules Link:

	McLean Youth Soccer House
	CASRA 

(Jesse Rosenthal)
	
	http://www.mcleansoccer.org/ 



	Suburban Friendship League (SFL
	CASRA 

(Jesse Rosenthal)
	
	http://www.sflsoccer.org/prule.pdf

	Old Dominion Soccer League (ODSL)
	CASRA 

(Jesse Rosenthal)
	
	http://www.odsl.org/about/procedures/49409.html

	NCSL
	Sharon Deplitch/ Tarey Houston
	(703) 237-7800       
	http://www.ncsl-soccer.com/

	WAGS
	Sharon Deplitch/ Tarey Houston
	(703) 237-7800       
	http://www.wagsl.com/


Contact information for WAGS/NCSL Assignors:

· Sharon Deplitch sharon.deplitch@verizon.net 
703-455-2831

· Tarey Houston tareyassignor@aol.com 

301-702-2771

8. PREGAME ARRIVAL:

Referees are expected to arrive at the field at least 30 minutes before the scheduled start of play for SFL/ODSL; 15 minutes before the scheduled start of play for House League.  Referees are expected to join RAINEDOUT (automated text/email notification system for weather cancellations), which will generate a message to notify you of field closures.  Otherwise, expectation is for the referee to go to the field.   MYS is not responsible for the cost of the texts/data to your phone bill.  RAINEDOUT Subscription page is here: https://www.rainedout.net/team_page.php?a=dc5a5c6f534dabb1a6a2
All field closures will be posted on the MYS fields web site: http://www.mcleansoccer.org/ and mirrored on the MYS Facebook page.  If you cannot get to a computer on a rainy morning, ask a friend to check.  If there is no information posted on the MYS websites or an assignor hasn’t emailed/called you, go to your assignment!  Do not assume that a game has been cancelled because it is raining. If you get to the field and the game isn’t played, you get paid for the game, so you gain by showing up. If you are going to a game from church or after another game, check before you go. 

Assignors cannot pay refs who go to cancelled games after we’ve made a good-faith effort to post cancellations. Always check the assignments before you leave for your game.  During thunder and lightning storms, ALL games should be suspended for at least 30 minutes and players sent to their cars. If the game cannot be resumed in the required time (30 minutes from the last lightning strike), the teams are sent home and a report is submitted. 
The Fairfax County Parks guidelines for field closure: Fields are closed if you can see standing water on a field; hear a “squishing” sound when you walk; or water puddles around your shoe when you step.
9. MATCH REPORTING: 

a) Within 24 hours of each MYS House game, the center referee is required to complete the following activities:

i) Match Report in Arbiter (including score for each team; confirming whether each referee crew member was on/time/late; misconduct for each team (yellow and red cards with team, player number, and explanation of why each card was given); description of any serious injuries (player required medical treatment on field); and any spectator/coach issues.)

ii) If any red card(s) were given to each team, referee must immediately report the following information by email:  match date; field; kickoff times; teams, player number, and explanation of why each card to the following people: Rich Irons, Director of Recreation Programs,  rich.irons@mcleansoccer.org, and Rules & Discipline Committee Chairman John Poncy, john.poncy@mcleansoccer.org, AND USSF Assignor Jesse Rosenthal (globalprisms@yahoo.com).  

iii) For any red cards, the names of any involved spectators should be added to the email and Arbiter match report.
iv) If the center referee does not file the match report, payment for that game may be unnecessarily delayed.

NOTE: For 14 days after the game, the center referee AND the assistant referee are expected to keep the information about scores and misconduct in a safe place.  If any red cards were given, each assistant referee is expected to report the following information by email:  match date; field; kickoff times; teams, player number, and description of any incidents involved in the misconduct to the following people:  Rich Irons, Director of Recreation Programs,  rich.irons@mcleansoccer.org, Rules & Discipline Committee Chairman John Poncy, john.poncy@mcleansoccer.org; AND USSF Assignor Jesse Rosenthal (globalprisms@yahoo.com).  

b) Within 24 hours of each ODSL game, the center referee is required to complete the following activities:

i) To complete your online game report, log into ODSL referee page, (http://www.odsl.org/ ) and complete following steps:

a. select the “On-line referee report”(you must have your email and PIN number to log on).

b. Enter your game number (found on the game card given to center referee at the game).

c. Click on the “edit” and the game report will appear.

d. Fill in the game report as required.

e. Confirm that the ARs were present. If an AR did not show and a replacement referee was found, select the replacement referee's name in the dropdown menu.

ii)  Retain the game card as your record of completion in case you do not receive the right amount of pay.

9. PAYMENT:

Arbiter match reports are the basis for payment for each MYS assignment; missing match reports will result in withholding payment for center referees.  CASRA will use the RefPay direct deposit payment system for each referee if you have enrolled in RefPay, and CASRA will distribute RefPay payments monthly.  
For ODSL matches, payouts are made from ODSL.  Unless match reports are promptly completed, ODSL will not pay the center referee.
Referees will be paid for each played match and for matches in which the game is canceled/forfeited less than two hours in advance of the scheduled kickoff.  

Payments are based upon the following payscale for House League games:

	Age Level


	Halves
	Center Ref
	ARs
	

	U-09
	30 min. (7v7)
	$20
	N/A
	

	U-10
	30 min. (7v7)
	$22
	N/A
	

	U-11
	30 min. (8v8)
	$28
	N/A
	


Payments are based upon the following payscale for Suburban Friendship League (SFL) HOME games:

	Age Level


	Halves
	Center Ref
	ARs

	U-12 
	30 min.
	$28
	$18

	U-13 to U-14
	35 min.
	$34
	$20

	U-15 to U-16
	40 min.
	$40
	$22

	U-17 to U-19
	40 min.
	$40
	$24


Payments are based upon the following payscale for Old Dominion Soccer League (ODSL) HOME games:

	Age Level


	Center Ref
	Ars

	U9-U10
	$35
	N/A

	U11
	$35
	$18

	U12
	$40
	$20

	U13-U14
	$45
	$20

	U15-U16
	$55
	$30

	U17-U19
	$55
	$35


REFPAY ENROLLMENT:

a. Go to www.refpay.com and click Sign-up / Register, which will start the six-step registration process.
b. Enter your personal information   Date of Birth and SSN (or Foreign Taxpayer ID #) are required to open a RefPay FDIC-insured bank account.  Arbiter employees will not see this information, but it is needed for 1099 purposes.  RefPay operates through FDIC-insured bank accounts and meets all industry standards for encrypted EFT transactions and personal privacy. When all required fields are completed click Next.
c. Enter Address Information Like your SSN/Taxpayer ID #, addresses are needed for 1099 purposes only. When all required fields are completed click Next.
d. Enter your personal information Enter a separate mailing address or check the box to indicate it is the same as the address indicated on the previous screen. When all required fields are completed click Next.
e. Enter Bank Information When all required fields are completed click Next.  For you to receive payments through direct deposit (with one free transfer per month), your bank information is required.  Receiving payments by check involve a fee, so direct deposit (or a RefPay debit card) is recommended. This information can be entered later if not done at this time.
f. Enter Security Questions   Because your funds can be accessed through this account, additional security is required beyond a username and password. The answers to these questions are required should you forget your login information. When all required fields are completed click Next.
g. Create Sign-in Information  Select a username, password and four-digit security key as your RefPay sign-in information. Your email address is acceptable as your username should you like to keep that the same as your Arbiter sign-in information. The username and security key are also needed in your Arbiter account, so write them down for use later. When all required fields are completed click Send. 
h. At this point your RefPay account is created but you cannot be paid through RefPay until you link your RefPay account to your Arbiter account!!  You must wait until you receive your acceptance email from RefPay to complete this process.
i. Next, new officials will click the RefPay link on their Arbiter homepage [left column next to “Paysheets”].  Enter your RefPay user name.  Click the “+” sign at the top left to create the link to your new RefPay account. 
j. After registering at www.Refpay.com, you will need to wait to be approved before moving to this step.  It is generally done in a few hours, but may take up to 24 hours.
k. Your RefPay Account Number (randomly created) will be displayed.  Enter your four-digit security key and check the Arbiter group numbers for which you want to receive RefPay payments, then click the green checkmark.
l. You will now see your RefPay account number shown for each group you selected and your account balance (which will always be $0.00 initially).  You may check this screen for your account balance at anytime, but you must sign into www.refpay.com  to order a transfer of the funds paid by CASRA into your RefPay account.once.  The RefPay logo on this screen will take you to the www.refpay.com sign-in page.
10) INCENTIVES, MENTORING, AND ASSESSMENTS:
For each referee, the U.S. Soccer Federation registration fee for 2014 (set at $65 for 2014) will be reimbursed after an individual referee has officiated ten (10) MYS Rec/SFL home games for MYS in the 2014 calendar year, a maximum of two McLean Spring Tournament game can be used to reach 10 games.   CCL and ODSL games are not counted towards the reimbursement threshold.
 
The reimbursement must be tracked and accounted for by the referee; When the referee has achieved the required 10 games, please emailyour accounting to USSF Assignor Jesse Rosenthal – globalprisms@yahoo.com – you must itemize the games that satisfy the requirement.  Reimbursement for the registration fee will be paid at the end of each season through RefPay. "
Referees are encouraged to continue their professional development beyond completion of USSF clinics for certification/recertification.  Depending on the availability of McLean Youth Soccer resources, upon email request to USSF Assignor Jesse Rosenthal (globalprisms@yahoo.com), a senior referee mentor, typically an instructor/State Referee/National Referee, will be dispatched to a future MYS assignment to observe the referee’s performance and to provide constructive feedback to the referee at no cost to the referee.  Mentors may be assigned without the referee initiating a request, based upon other feedback the USSF Assignor has received.  Exceptionally strong performers in MYS House matches will be recommended for additional external assignment to Virginia Youth Soccer Association State Cup matches and for more competitive youth/adult assignments.

USSF Assignor Jesse Rosenthal will publish monthly email and post same information to McLean Soccer Referees Facebook page that collates articles about refereeing; training program opportunities; new State Referee Program clinics for upgrade and recertification; and when possible, televised matches involving US National Teams.

If referees are interested in formally upgrading to USSF Grade 7, they should contact USSF Assignor Jesse Rosenthal.  While MYS House matches are not candidates for USSF assessment, Jesse Rosenthal will work with appropriate referees to secure assessable matches.  Requirements for upgrade to USSF Grade 7 are as follows:

· Work as USSF grade 8 official for at least 12 months

· 75 center referee assignments on USSF matches
· 25 assistant referee assignments on USSF matches
· Obtain passing field assessment on 90 minute U17 or higher USSF match ($65 cost)
· Completion of Upgrade to 7 Referee Clinic

· Completion of Senior Referee Recertification Clinic and pass recertification test with score of at least 85 percent.
· Pass Senior Referee Physical Fitness Test (age passing parameters)
(http://www.vadcsoccerref.com/docs/DEFINITION%20OF%20REFEREE%20GRADES.pdf)

Referees are encouraged to seek out McLean referee mentors (State or National Referees); CASRA USSF Assignors; DC/VA State Referee Program Instructors; and DC/VA State Referee Program Assessors to ask for advice about match situations; to get clarification on USSF Laws of the Game or Guide to Procedures; or just for anything.  Contact Information for mentors below:

	Role
	Name
	E-Mail
	Ph:

	USSF Assignor
	Jesse Rosenthal
	globalprisms@yahoo.com
	703-338-6916

	USSF Instructor
	Ernie Abbott
	Eabbott@cox.net
	703-847-8735

	USSF Instructor
	Bob Maynes
	rwmaynes@mindspring.com
	703-527-5299

	Virginia – DCV North Area Director of Instruction
	Jack Deplitch
	Jack.deplitch@verizon.net
	703-455-2831

	USSF Assignor
	Hugh Blocker
	hughblocker@aol.com
	

	Virginia – DCV North Area Area Referee Administrator / National Assessor
	Brendan Barry
	Brbarry2@gmail.com
	

	Virginia – DCV North Area Director of Assessment
	Patrick Jordan
	Patrick.jordan@comcast.net
	

	Virginia State Director of Assessment
	Don Torrenti
	rareferee@aol.com
	

	USSF Assignor/Instructor
	Thomas Goubeaux
	Tgoubeaux90@gmail.com
	

	USSF Instructor
	Eric Highsmith
	erichighsmith@hotmail.com
	

	USSF National Instructor
	Dan Heldman
	Dan.c.heldman@verizon.net
	

	USSF National Referee
	Jim Sadowski
	mdcvsaprez@gmail.com
	

	USSF National Referee
	John Schmitz
	Jeschmitz11@msn.com 
	

	USSF Instructor
	Ray Crawford
	Crawfordrr@aol.com  
	703-980-8961


11) USING ARBITER:
a) Arbiter Login Procedure

1. Once you have been notified that you have been added to the CASRA Arbiter Group via email, follow the instructions below (or in the email) to log into the Arbiter system:

2. Proceed to https://www.arbitersports.com
3. Type in your full email address in the User ID box.  Submit your password in the password box.
4. If you are signed up with more than one Assignor, click on the appropriate icon in the Sign In column (far right) to select the CASRA Arbiter Group (102321) to access it as “Official”.
5. You will be taken to the Arbiter Start Page (main page). Any current announcements and a menu system will be displayed.
b) Changing Your Arbiter Password
1. From the Start Page, click on the “My Account” menu button on the top right side of the page.
2. Click on the Password button from the top gray menu bar.

3. Enter your current password.

4. Enter your new password in each of two dialog boxes.

5. Click Change button.

c) Updating Your Contact Information

1. From the Start Page, click on “Profile” tab from the top gray menu bar.
2. Enter your current information such as your name, address, and phone numbers.
3. Click Save.

d) Reviewing Your Schedule

1. From the Start Page, click on “Schedule” tab.  The default view lists your current match assignments, presented in future date sequential order.

2. To view assignments from the past, click on “Show All” checkbox on left.  The resulting view will show all of your assignments to date.

e) Print Your Schedule

1. From the Start Page, click on “Schedule” tab.  The default view lists your current match assignments, presented in future date sequential order.

2. Under the Reports section of the lefthand menu, click on “Schedule.”  The resulting view allows you to limit the date range of what’s printed and to select the Format (MS Word, PDF, MS Excel) in which the report will be created.

3. Save the Report to your local computer and print it.

f)  Accept/Decline Game Assignments

1. From the Start Page, click on “Schedule” tab.  The default view lists your current match assignments, presented in future date sequential order.

2. Unaccepted games will be displayed in a different color than accepted games.  To accept the matches, click on “Accept” and then the submit button.

3. To reject the match assignments, click on the “Decline” checkbox and then the Submit button.  A box will open that expects you to explain why you are rejecting the assignments.  **Warning: Excessive Rejections will decrease the number of future assignments you receive.
McLean Youth Referee Resources
Jesse Rosenthal (USSF Assignor)


703-338-6916 (globalprisms@yahoo.com )

Bob Maynes (Head referee Instructor)


703-527-5299 (rwmaynes@mindspring.com )
Ernie Abbott (Referee Instructor)


703-847-8735 (Eabbott@cox.net )

John Poncy (Chairman, R&D Committee)
             john.poncy@mcleansoccer.org
Rich Irons (Director, Recreation Program)

rich.irons@mcleansoccer.org 
Ray Crawford (McLean Referee Mentor)

703-980-8961 (Crawfordrr@aol.com  )
McLean Youth Soccer (MYS) FALL 2013 GUIDE for REFEREES 
PAGE 1

