
 
 

Southern Maryland Sabres (2014-2015) 
Travel Tournament Guidance 

 
The following is provided to Head Coaches and Team Managers to help understand the clubs commitment 

and policies regarding travel tournaments.   

As part of the registration fee for travel players, each travel team from Squirts though U-18 has a $2000 

stipend for tournaments (reduced for Mites).  This stipend covers tournament fee and Head Coach’s hotel 

rooms.  This does not cover regularly scheduled travel or hotel rooms for coaches for non-tournament 

games. Teams can opt to pay for Head Coaches’ tournament rooms or request a comp room for Head 

Coaches in an effort to reduce costs and save for potential future tournaments.  The club encourages teams 

to use the stipend on initial tournaments so as not to let this stipend go unused and incur any unnecessary 

expenses on its members.  Any remaining funds in the stipend at the conclusion of the season cannot be 

returned or used for other team expenses. 

Initial Tournament. It is the Head Coaches’ and Team Managers’ responsibility to determine which 

tournaments their respective team will compete in with feedback from players and parents.  It is strongly 

encouraged that the Head Coach/Team Manger has buy in form the team prior to committing to a 

tournament as to not risk losing money spent on fees that may go unused.  Once a team decides on a 

tournament the Head Coach/Team Manager shall email the travel director and club scheduler the details.  

The travel director will provide the approval to register.  If a tournament requires a credit card to cover 

tournament fees, the Head Coach/Team Manager is responsible to pay that fee on a personal card and 

immediately request (with receipt) a refund from the club treasurer.   If a tournament accepts a check, then 

the Head Coach/Team Manager can register the team and immediately inform the club treasurer of the 

amount and address for the fee to be delivered.  This is necessary due to the fact that the club currently does 

not have a credit card that can be used for this purpose.  Following the tournament the Head Coach shall 

submit receipts for hotel rooms showing the use of a personal payment. The club will reimburse for room 

and hotel tax ONLY.  The club treasurer will then take the total for Head Coach’s room and tournament fee 

and subtract from the $2000.  The balance can then be applied to subsequent tournaments 

Subsequent Tournaments.  Should a team opt to do additional tournaments, it is the responsibility of the 

Head Coach/Team Manager to determine (with the help of the treasurer) what the balance of the stipend is.  

The Head Coach/Team Manager, with buy in from the team, will then collect the difference between the 

stipend fee and the tournament fee from the players that will be participating.  The Head Coach/Team 

Manager shall also make it clear to his/her team that the head coach’s hotel room will be covered by the 

participating players should a comp room not be available.  Monies collected from players SHALL BE IN 

CHECK FORM ONLY made payable to the Southern Maryland Sabres.  Cash exchanges are not allowed.  Even 

if the tournament fee is paid by an individual credit card, the Head Coach/Team Manager that makes that 

payment will be reimbursed by the club treasurer and ONLY the club treasurer.  It is the responsibility of the 

Head Coach/Team Manager to get the payments from individual players to the club in a timely manner as the 

club will not reimburse (or pay a tournament fee via check should that be an option) without full coverage of 



that cost from the players payments.  Once the stipend is used up, any further tournaments will be at the 

expense of the participating players.  

Head Coaches/Team Managers are strongly encouraged to poll their respective teams in writing (email is ok) 

prior to making any commitments for tournaments.  If you have any questions, please email the travel 

director at traveldirector@somdsabres.org. 
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