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Welcome Racers,

On behalf of this great community of Lutsen, our Lutsen 99er volunteers, local fire and 
search and rescue department, Lutsen Mountains, our, Cook County Events and Visitors 
Bureau and Life Time Fitness, the Healthy Way of Life Company, I am honored to provide 
you with a very warm and gracious welcome.

Nearly 125 years ago and after exploring the shoreline of Lake Superior while fishing from 
a boat, CCA Nelson is forced to find shelter during inclement weather in a small bay at 
the mouth of a north shore river. It was there he discovers the virgin wilderness beauty of 
the area he named Lutsen and quickly files a homestead claim for $14. Shortly thereafter, 
CAA and his wife begin a lifetime of providing hospitality and sharing of this great land 
with visitors now extending through four generations of the Nelson family.

The Lutsen 99er, 39er, 19er and kid races start and finish are all staged here at Lutsen Mountains. 
The ski area was a dream of George Nelson, Jr, grandson of CAA, since his army training 
days in Colorado with the famed 10th Mountain Ski troops. After returning from the Northern 
Italy Theater shortly after World War II, George completes his dream and opens Lutsen 
Mountains in 1948.

Today, your race course will cross over the Poplar River several times, the very river where 
CAA found refuge, combined with crisscrossing the ski slopes at Lutsen Mountains, the 
slopes young George, Jr carved from the wilderness nearly 70 years ago. Lake Superior 
will serve as your backdrop as you begin your bike journey as it leads you up and through 
the ancient Sawtooth Mountains, around inland glaciated lakes, across glacial eskers and  
through trails and forest roads of unparalleled wilderness beauty and splendor. Take 
some time while riding to enjoy this special area.

And most important, this event is about family, friends, building community and camaraderie. 
Have fun, be safe, and remember, Moose, Deer, Wolves, Fox, Pine Martin and all of God’s 
wonderful creation have course right-of-way.

Best Regards,

Mike Larson 
Lutsen Representative - 99er Team Member 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Friday, June 27

2:00-8:30pm Packet pickup at Lutsen Mountain (Rosie’s Chalet)

6:00-9:00pm BBQ outside of Papa Charlie’s 
   BBQ tickets available if you did not purchase during registration 
     • Adults: $10 
     • Children 12 & under: $5

Saturday, June 28

5:00am Breakfast options: 
   Lockport Marketplace & Deli (5364 MN 61, Lutsen) 
   Moondance Coffee House (5335 Minnesota 61, Lutsen)

5:30-6:30am Day-of packet pickup at Lutsen Mountain (Rosie’s Chalet)

7:20am All bikers positioned in their respective starting pens (99er/39er/19er)

7:30 am Start of 99er
7:32 am Start of 39er
7:34 am Start of 19er
12:00-9:00pm  BBQ, Beer and Festival

7:30pm Awards ceremony out front of Papa Charlie’s 
   Awards include: 
     • Custom axes for overall winners, made by participant Bob “Thor” Heinzen 
     • Custom age group axe awards, made by participant Tom McBean

NEW: A new tradition kicks off this, the 4th year of the Lutsen 99er. Instead of handing out 
medals to each and every person, we thought we’d go above and beyond to make the newbies 
feel welcome. Oh, you’ll still get your medal for participating and finishing this year’s event, 
but it will be the last time you will receive a custom finisher medal. That’s because, in future 
years, only the participants who are competing in their first Lutsen 99er will receive this 
medal. So, next year, if you see someone with a medal throw ‘em a congrats and welcome 
them to the 99er family. 

9:00pm  Post race party at Papa Charlie’s 
   Live music by Broken Spokes 
   Fulton Beer

Sunday, June 27

Niner Kids Event

8:30-9:00am Day of registration and check-in at Lutsen Mountain (Rosie’s Chalet)

9:00-9:15 am Junior, Mini and Micro Niner course walk through

9:30am Start of the Niner events 
   All Junior, Mini and Micro Niners will receive a finisher medal. Distances include: 
     • Micro Niner (age 5–7) .49 mile 
     • Mini Niner (age 8–10) .9 mile 
     • Junior Niner (age 11–13) 1.9 mile
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DIRECTIONS TO LUTSEN MOUNTAINS

From South:

Take I-35 North to Duluth, MN. In the Duluth freeway system, take the last possible exit 
labeled “Hwy 61-North Shore Drive”. Stay on Hwy 61 North for 90 miles. Just after the 90 
mile-marker, you will see a large, lighted sign for “Lutsen Mountains”. Turn Left on Ski Hill 
Road (County Rd 5). Lutsen Mountains is located 1.5 miles off Hwy 61 on Ski Hill Road.

From North:

Take Hwy 61 South through Grand Portage and Grand Marais. Approximately 18 miles south 
of Grand Marais, you will see a large, lighted sign for “Lutsen Mountains”. Turn Right on Ski 
Hill Road (County Rd 5). Lutsen Mountains is located 1.5 miles off Hwy 61 on Ski Hill Road.

Flying:

Duluth International is the closest airport. Car rentals are available. Follow directions from South, 
it’s about a 2 hour drive. Ship your bike to a local bike shop and pick it up in time for the race.



Lutsen99er.com

5

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

• You MUST HAVE your ID to pick up your packet.
• You CANNOT pick up a packet for your friends.
• Timing chip is on your bike number plate – must attach to the front of your bike.

RULES 

• Helmets must be worn when on the bike, and your chin strap must be buckled.
• Unsportsmanlike conduct is grounds for disqualification.
• Abandonment – no garbage, clothing, etc., shall be thrown on the course.
• Rules of camping – while on course - what you bring in - you bring out - leave no trace!
• DNFs must be reported to timing.
• No pets on course.
• No earphones.
• THANK THE VOLUNTEERS. 

CATEGORIES

• Geared Bike
• Single Speed
• Fat Bike
• Tandem
• Canadian/American Challenge

COURSE NUTRITION

• PB&J
• Gatorade & Water
• Fig Newtons
• Granola bars
• Honeystinger gel and waffles
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COURSE DESCRIPTION

99er course

Starting out at Lutsen Mountain, riders will be escorted down to Highway 61, where 
we’ll open the flood gates. Riding through the town of Lutsen, racers will then start the 
Caribou Trail Climb, heading up 1,000 feet in about 5 miles. From there you will jump 
onto a series of forest roads and snowmobile trails, including a really fun ride down 
the Muelberg Trail, where you really start to get an appreciation of the landscape and 
vastness of the area. Another few miles of Forest Service Roads will bring you to the first 
aid station at mile 24. The next 18 miles are a blast! A series of ski trail, snowmobile trail 
and forest road roads will bring riders back to the aid station at mile 41.

For the next 10 miles, riders will be traveling west along Mark Lake Road making a left 
turn onto the Caribou Trail. After one mile the riders will come to the mile 70 aid station. 
At the aid station, they will take a hard right onto Clara Lake Road. They will then travel 
two miles where they will make a left onto Rice Lake Road and another left onto Pancore 
Lake Road. 

Crossing the Sawbill Trail riders will work their way South and join the Sawbill Trail 
at mile 75 to 80, which is also the next aid station. This is the last good place for 
spectators/crew until riders get back to the ski hill. A fun, fast rolling road will bring 
riders to Barker Lake Road, stopping at an aid station at mile 93, riders will then travel 
south into the North end of Lutsen Mountain.

This year, you are not done when you get to Lutsen Mountain. Riders will jump onto the 
old Lutsen Mountains bike trail system, where the last 4 miles will take you on Lutsen 
Moutains. The last mile climb to the finish is 250ft alone, which will create an exciting, 
dramatic finish!

Recap: 99 miles, about 7,000 feet of climbing, 7% single track, 10% pavement, 40% 
snowmobile/ski trail, 43% Forest Service Road, 100% FUN!

Drop bags (99er course only)
• Bags will be collected near the start/finish outside of Rosie’s Chalet
• We will provide a bag and tag that you will pick-up at check-in
• Bags will be available at mile 41 & mile 59
• Post ride bags will be available outside of Rosie’s Chalet

Canadian/American Challenge – 99 mile distance only

The winner of the inaugural Canadian/American Challenge will be determined by the 
accumulated time between the top three male and top female finishers for each country. 
Very cool custom awards will be given out to the top riders of the winning country. Not only 
that, but your names will be engraved on a custom-built warrior shield that will be mounted 
in the Moondance Coffee House in Lutsen—the Lutsen 99er race hub—for all to see.
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39er course

Starting out at Lutsen Mountain, riders will be escorted down to Highway 61, where we’ll 
open the flood gates. Riding through the town of Lutsen, racers will start the Caribou Trail 
Climb, heading up 1,000ft. in about five miles. As the 99er riders turn East, the 39ers will 
continue up the Caribou Trail for a few more miles before turning west on Clara Lake Road 
into the first aid station at mile 12. Two mile down Clara Lake Road turn left at Rice Lake 
Road and another left onto Pancore Lake Road, a fun Forest Service Road that is pretty 
remote and full of wildlife. At the end of Pancore Lake Road, there will be an aid station at 
about mile 22.

Riders will turn South on the Sawbill Trail for a mile before turning East on the Honeymoon 
Trail, a rolling Forest Service Road. From there, riders head south on Barker Lake road for 
a few miles and run into an aid station at mile 35 before heading into the North end of 
Lutsen Mountains.

Riders hop onto the old Lutsen Mountain bike trails and traverse Mystery Mountain before 
descending to the Poplar River. The last mile is a tough climb out of the river valley to the finish!

19er course

Experience the rush of the famous Lutsen rollout from the resort down to Highway 61 
as well as a nearly 9-mile climb into the heart of the beautiful hardwood forests of the 
Arrowhead. The course skirts some of the longer, more technical trails trails with an aid 
station at 15 miles. You’ll cross the 99er finish line with plenty of time to enjoy all of the 
day’s festivities, including cheering on the finishers of the 39er and 99er distances.

MISC FACT

Lutsen 99er has reserved entries available to two sold-out mountain bike events: The 
Chequamegon Fat Tire Festival and the Leadville Trail 100 MTB Race! If you hope to race 
at these events and missed your chance during the lotteries, try your luck at Lutsen by 
entering our race day drawing.
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SPECTATORS

On course viewing locations and driving directions

No spectators will be allowed at Aid Station 1,2&3 for the 99ers this year – new location 
will be at Devil Track Lake Campground – you will be able to see your rider(s) twice at 
this location.

Directions to Devil Track Lake Campground

No spectators will be allowed at Aid Station 1,2&3 for the 99ers this year – new location will be 
at Devil Track Lake Campground – you will be able to see your rider(s) twice at this location.

From Lutsen: 
• Go Northeast on Scenic Hwy 61 to the Harbor Town of Grand Marais
• Take a left on 5th Street – 5th is located at the bottom of the hill as you enter Grand Marais
• Proceed up 5th to the Gunflint Trail (less than a mile)
• Take a left on The Gunflint Trail and follow that up the meandering hill to County 

Road #8 (3+/- miles)
• Take a left on County Road #8 – there will be also a sign for the Cook County/

Grand Marais airport
• Follow #8 to Devil Track Lake and continue on #8 past the Airport
• County #8 turns into County #57 (basically stay on the same road)
• This will lead you to the Devil Track campground

On the Return back to the Sawbill Aidstation 5 /mile 80
• Double back a couple miles on #57 to Ball Club Lake Road. This is a gravel road that 

will also take you to Two Island Campground – This will be about 5 miles
• Continue past Two Island Campground (less than a mile) to “The Grade” or FSR 170
• Go 15+ miles to the Sawbill Trail (just continue on the Grade until you hit Sawbill Trail – 

this will be a “T” in the road)
• Take a left on Sawbill and proceed down to the Check point/Aid Station 5+/- miles
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COURSE MAP

Aid Station 1, 2 & 3

Devil Track Rd

Aid Station 6
Aid Station 1

Aid Station 3

Aid Station 4
Aid Station 1

Aid Station 5
Aid S tation 2

99er Race Course

39er Race Course

19er Race Course

Spectator Route

Start

Finish

Aid Station

Spectator Parking

Race Direction

Lusten 99er, 39er & 19er MTB Race

www.lutsen99er.com

Lutsen99_print.indd   1 12/16/13   3:26 PM
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CAMPING & RV’S - www.visitcookcounty.com
No camping or RV parking up on Lutsen Mountain 

Grand Marais Campground and Marina – (218) 387-1712

Lamb’s Resort and Campground – (218) 663-7292

Sawbill Canoe Outfitters – (218) 663-7150

LUTSEN AREA SERVICES

ATM

   North Shore Federal Credit Union – Lutsen  – (218) 663-7665

   Papa Charlie’s- Lutsen – (218) 663-7800

   Holiday Station Store – Tofte – (218) 663-7882

   Holiday Station Store – Grand Marais – (218) 387-1043

   Grand Marais State Bank – Grand Marais – (218) 387-2441

   Cook County State Bank – Grand Marais – (218) 387-1000

Auto Service

   Nelson’s Auto Parts  – Tofte – (218) 663-7475

   Wrecking J’s - Grand Marais – (218) 663-7800

Towing

  Contact AAA or other auto services organization  

Medical Emergencies

   North Shore Hospital – Grand Marais – (218) 387-3040 
      Dial 911 to summon an ambulance and First Responders.

Medical Services

   Sawtooth Mountain Clinic – Grand Marais – (218) 387-2330

Pharmacy

   Arrowhead Pharmacy – Grand Marais – (218) 387-1133 
      (Monday - Friday 9:00am – 5:30pm  Saturday 9:00am – 1:00pm)
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Restaurants and Dining

Visit Cook County www.visitcookcounty.com

Gourmet Coffee

MoonDance Coffee House – Lutsen – (218) 663-7915

Coho Cafe – Tofte – (218) 663-8032

Java Moose – Grand Marais – (218) 387-9400

Bike Shops

Sawtooth Outfitters – Tofte – (218) 663-7643

Superior North Outdoor Center – Grand Marais – (218) 387-2186

Groceries and Necessities

Clearview General Store – Lutsen – (218) 663-7478

Lockport Country Store – Lutsen – (218) 663-7548

North Shore Market – Tofte – (218) 663-7288

Lutsen Liquor Store – Lutsen – (218) 663-7370

Clothing and Outdoor Equipment

Lake Superior Trading Post – Grand Marais – (218) 387-2020

Joyne’s Department Store and Ben Franklin Store – Grand Marais – (218) 387-2233

Wilderness Waters Outfitters – Grand Marais – (218) 387-2525
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ATTRACTIONS & ACTIVITIES

Alpine Slide

This summer attraction is located at Lutsen Mountains and will bring out the child in you. 
Enjoy a scenic chairlift ride to the summit of Eagle Mountain followed by a thrilling mile 
ride down the track on a specialty-built sled. 

Boating

There are many inland lakes with public access, as well as public access to Lake Superior 
in Tofte and Grand Marais. Information is available from the U. S. Forest Service in Tofte or 
Grand Marais, or the U. S. Coast Guard in Grand Marais.

Canoeing

You are located less than an hour drive from several entry points for paddle-only lakes 
in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. While advance permits are required 
for overnight trips into the BWCAW, day-permits are available at all entry points. Check 
with the U. S. Forest Service in Tofte or Grand Marais for a complete list of BWCAW rules. 
Canoe rentals are available from several area outfitters.

The Kelso Loop canoe trip is a one-day trip starting at Sawbill Lake at the end of the 
Sawbill Trail. This trip has all of the elements of a longer BWCAW canoe trip: good fishing, 
great scenery, and portages.  If you don’t feel comfortable venturing out in a canoe alone 
even for a day, there are outfitters who will provide a guided canoe trip for as little as an 
afternoon or evening.

Carlton Peak

Visible for miles up and down Highway 61 is Carlton Peak. Carlton Peak was one of 
the original holdings of Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing (3M) and the gravel was 
intended to be used as abrasives. In 1991 3M transferred ownership of the scenic landmark 
to the State of Minnesota.

The summit may be reached by hiking from the Britton Peak trailhead on the Sawbill Trail 
or via The Superior Hiking Trail from the Cauldron Trail at Temperance River State Park. 
There are spectacular views from the summit of Lake Superior and inland.

Commercial Fishing Museum

Located on Highway 61 in Tofte this museum tells the story of the rugged North Shore 
fisherman who helped to settle this area. Many relics and stories have been collected 
from the descendents of these hearty individuals. You will be amazed to see the simple 
equipment and boats they used to earn a living from Lake Superior.
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Cascade River State Park

The park is located 10 minutes up Highway 61 from The Ski Hill at milepost 100. Parking at 
the waysides on either side of Highway 61 does not require a State Park permit. From the 
parking area, hike up the river and enjoy its many cascading waterfalls. You’ll pass three 
waterfalls in the first mile to the walk-bridge. From an overlook next to the bridge you will 
be able to see five waterfalls at one time. There is a 7 1/2 mile loop trail along the river, 
access to The Superior Hiking Trail, and several other trails within the park. This is a very 
popular place to cross-country ski in the winter with several miles of groomed scenic trails.    

Golf at Superior National Golf Course – (218) 663-7195

No golf course blends majesty and challenge quite like Superior National in Lutsen. Set 
between the Sawtooth Mountains and Lake Superior, its 27 holes are nothing short of 
perfection. You’ll golf on birch-lined fairways and gently undulating greens while enjoying 
breathtaking vistas with the Poplar River roaring beside you. 

The Lutsen Lodging Company is pleased to offer golf packages tailored to your needs. 
Contact us (663-7750) to arrange for discounted tee times for tomorrow or next year for 
you or your entire group.

Fishing

Fishing on the North Shore happens just about anywhere that you find water. Whether 
your preference is inland wilderness lakes, fast-moving streams or going after the big ones 
on the “Big Lake” you’ll find it within minutes of your retreat. Stop at the Clearview Store to 
find out where they’re biting and to get your live bait, the newest lures, or your Minnesota 
fishing license. 

If fishing on Lake Superior has always been your dream, but you don’t have the boat or 
know where to go, try a fishing charter.

North Coast Charters – Tofte – Tom Muntean – 218-663-7384

Tofte Charters – Tofte – Darren Peck – 218-663-9932

Joe’s Guide Service Inland Fishing – Grand Marais – Joe Carlson – 218-387-2483
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 Grand Portage National Monument – (218) 475-2202

The Grand Portage Fort at the eastern end of The Grand Portage has been rebuilt to its 
prior glory during the height of the fur trade. Every day during the summer aspects of the 
fur trade are reenacted by costumed interpreters. It’s an exciting and painless way to learn 
about our heritage. In early August the rendezvous, about which life in the area in the 
1700’s revolved, is celebrated.  Kayaking 

Sea kayaking has become a new and popular sport on the North Shore. A water trail 
with campsites and safe harbors for kayakers is being developed along the shore of Lake 
Superior. There’s no better way to see the shoreline features than from a kayak gently 
bobbing on the waves. If you don’t have the skills or equipment to kayak on the “Big Lake” 
consider a tour with Cascade Kayaks or Sawtooth Outfitters.

Cascade Kayaks – Grand Marais – (218) 387-2360

Sawtooth Outfitters – Tofte – (218) 663-7643

Lutsen Recreation Inc. – (218) 663-7863

Lutsen Recreation, located on the west side of Ski Hill Road, offers miniature golf and 
paintball in the summer. In the winter they offer ski and snowboard rentals.

MountainTramway – (218) 663-7281

The only active tram ride in Mid-America is located at Lutsen Mountains. During the 
winter the tram brings skiers up 1000 feet to the summit of Moose Mountain and in the 
summer it carries mountain bikers, hikers and sightseers. The tram glides along at treetop 
level through the Poplar River Valley until climbing dramatically along the rocky face of 
Moose Mountain. At the top is an observation deck, picnic area, the Mountaintop Chalet, 
hiking and mountain bike trails with access to The Superior Hiking Trail. The ride is fun at 
any time of the year but is breathtaking during fall colors.

North House Folk School – (218) 387-9762

Have you always wanted to carve a kayak paddle, learn homeopathy, make a canoe, learn 
organic gardening, or cast marine hardware? North House offers all these classes plus 
many more in traditional folk arts. Stop by North House on the Grand Marais Harbor to see 
what’s happening today or schedule a class.

North House also has the two-masted schooner, Hjørdis. Learn how to sail it or take a fall-
color tour on Lake Superior aboard the Hjørdis.
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Oberg Mountain

The Oberg Mountain Loop, a 2-mile loop trail off of the Superior Hiking Trail is a favorite 
of many people. The loop boasts seven overlooks of an inland lake, Moose Mountain, Lake 
Superior, and LeVeaux Mountain. The well-marked trail is not too steep or difficult for 
unseasoned hikers. Try a hike to watch the sun rise or set from Oberg, or eat your lunch at 
the log picnic table overlooking Lake Superior. To get to Oberg Mountain turn right on the 
Onion River Rd. (located about 2 miles west of Lutsen on highway 61) and drive 2 miles to 
the parking lot.

Superior Hiking Trail

The Superior Hiking Trail is a footpath that will go from The Wisconsin Border (connecting 
with the North Country Trail) to the Pigeon River on the Ontario border. All sections of 
the trail in the Lutsen area are complete with many spur trails. The trail is well marked and 
follows the ridgeline of the Sawtooth Mountains paralleling Lake Superior with sensational 
views of the big lake. The trail traverses seven state parks, two national forests, two state 
forests, and private property. It has been ranked by Backpacker magazine as one of the top 
ten hiking trails in North America.

Sturdy well broken-in hiking boots (rentals are available at Lutsen Mountains) or shoes are 
recommended for trail use and you should bring water, rain gear, long pants, and a jacket 
for a day trip. Average travel on the trail is 1 miles per hour. For more extensive travel on 
The Superior Hiking Trail we recommend a trail guide, available at many local stores.  

Moose Mountain

This is a 4-mile section that starts at the top of Moose Mountain after taking the Tramway 
to the top. From the Observation Deck follow the Superior Hiking Trail spur trail along the 
ridgeline to the western end of Moose Mountain where you will take the Superior Hiking 
Trail down. The trail will take you through the maple forest across Mystery Mountain and 
the bridge over the Poplar River waterfall. 

The Poplar River Waterfall

This is a short roundtrip of about 1-mile. Take the Superior Hiking Trail spur trail that starts 
at the end of Ski Hill Rd. past Papa Charlie’s. At the first intersection take the left fork and 
you will reach the waterfall in a few minutes.White Sky Rock    

This 6-mile section offers something for everyone from overlooks to an inland lake, moose 
habitat, and a beautiful river. You’ll start by hiking up to the White Sky Rock overlook with 
its view of Caribou Lake. Next you’ll hike past Lake Agnes and continue to the Poplar River 
Valley. Just after the trail leaves the Poplar River it climbs to Glove Overlook and finally 
across Ullr Mountain and back to the Ski Hill Road.  
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Oberg Mountain to Moose Mountain 

This 6-mile section starts around the base of Oberg Mountain. The trail winds through 
the Rollins Creek Valley before climbing Moose Mountain. At the Moose Mountain spur 
trail junction you have a choice to make: taking the spur trail to the base of the Tramway 
and come down on the tram; or following the Superior Hiking Trail down. Above there is a 
description of the trail from Moose Mountain.

Temperance River State Park – (218) 663-7476

The rocky river gorge  and waterfalls of the Temperance River along the Cauldron Trail are 
experiences the whole family can enjoy seeing. The informational plaques explaining the 
geology of the gorge make learning painless. Follow the trail toward Lake Superior to see 
an additional waterfall or play on the rocky shore. Temperance River State Park is located 
between Tofte and Schroeder.



Lutsen99er.com

17

RACE PARTNERS

We thank the following partners for making the Lutsen 99er possible. Whether local or 
national, we ask our participants and fans to look to these partners first for the services 
or products they provide. We truly would not be where we are today without all of you. 
Our most sincere thanks to you all.
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AT YOUR SERVICE... THE LUTSEN 99ER STAFF

PETER SPENCER 
Race Director/Brand Manager 
pspencer@lifetimefitness.com 
(952)229-7330

ADAM HARJU 
Race Logistics/Course Info 
northshorebikeguy@gmail.com 
(218) 370-1124

MIKE LARSON 
Local Contact 
mikelarson@boreal.com  
(218) 370-1536


