NORTH METRO AUSTIN OPEN LEAGUE RULES

 

Official rules will be those of the MLB National league as published in the current edition of "The Sporting News Edition", with amendments and exceptions as listed below:

 

1. 1.       All teams and players must be registered and insured by their local league.  Using an ineligible player (not registered, age conflict, etc...) will result in forfeit of game(s) that the player participated in.

 

2. 2.       Teams have the option to (1) bat line-up (9 batters), (2) bat line-up with EH (Extra Hitter) or (3) their entire roster.

 

3. 3.       If a team only bats line-up or with an EH, substitution rules apply.  If a team is batting the roster, there is free substitution.

 

4. 4.       A team must have 8 players to start or continue a game.  If only 8 players are present then the ninth slot will be an out.

 

5. 5.       All decisions on the field are final.  There are no protests.

 

6. 6.       6. All games will last seven innings unless shorten by time.  There will be a time limit of (1) Bronco: 1 hour 40 minutes  (2) Pony: 1 hour 45 minutes.    If time runs out during an inning, the complete inning will be finished unless the home team is ahead when it becomes their turn at bat.

 

7. 7.       International tie-breaker will be used only if regulation time remains.  Umpire determines time remaining.

 

8. 8.       International tie-breaker rule: With time remaining, one (1) extra inning will be given to try to break the tie.  Both teams will have an equal chance to break the tie with the one (1) extra inning allowed.  Both teams will place the player whom made the last batted out on second base.  If after one (1) completed inning is played, the tie is not broken; the game will stand as a tie.

 

9. 9.       There are no run limits per inning.

 

10. 10.   10 run rule.  If a team is behind 10 or more runs after four at bats (or any inning after four), the game is over.

 

11. 11.   Courtesy runners are allowed for the pitcher and catcher only when there are 2 outs.  The courtesy runner must be a legal substitute not currently in the batting lineup (or player who has the last recorded out if batting roster).  Courtesy runner is mandatory for the catcher with 2 outs.

 

12. 12.   A pitcher may pitch a maximum 18 outs per calendar day and a maximum of 27 outs per calendar week (a calendar week is from 12:01 AM Monday to 12 Midnight the following Sunday).

 

13. 13.   Pitchers shall have at least 40 hours rest after pitching 27 outs in a calendar week.  For example, a pitcher could pitch 18 outs on Tuesday, 9 outs on Thursday but would then need 40 hours of rest before he is eligible to pitch again.

 

14. 14.   The 40 hour rule is computed from the scheduled starting time of the game in which the pitching occurred, or, in games which begin more then two hours after the scheduled starting time, the actual starting time of the game shall be used to interpret this rule.

 

15. 15.   Note: During league play, the enforcement of pitching rules will be left to the integrity of each team's coaching staff.  During league tournaments, pitching records will be kept.

 

16. 16.   No pitcher re-entry will be allowed during a game.

 

17. 17.   If a manager or coach goes onto the playing field to talk to any player or players more then once in a half inning, while the same player is pitching, a pitching change shall be made.  At the umpire's discretion, this rule does not apply when a player is injured or there is an equipment issue.

 

18. 18.   Only the manager will handle disputes or appeals with umpires.

 

19. 19.   Managers are responsible for the behavior of their players and fans watching the game.  Disputes will arise. Tempers may flare.  Adults must always be aware that they should set a good example for players.  A manager may be removed from a game as a consequence for inappropriate behavior exhibited by his teams' fans.

 

20. 20.   A manager or coach this is ejected will be ineligible for the next 2 league/tournament games.

 

21. 21.   The "home" league will determine pitching distances and base path distances. It is recommended that the distances either be USSSA or PONY distances but ultimately, the distances are decided by the "home" league.

 

22. 22.   Rules of the home team league will prevail concerning spikes.  A list of which leagues allow spikes and which don't will be given out prior to the start of the season.

 

· 23.   Slide Rule: Collision Avoidance Rule 

·          Runners are instructed to slide or attempt to avoid making contact with a fielder.  A player who maliciously runs into another player is to be declared out (unless he has already scored prior to committing the infraction) and is to be automatically ejected (whether or not declared safe).

·          Contact shall be considered malicious if: the contact is the result of intentional excessive force, and/or there is intent to injure.

·          Malicious contact is to be penalized whether committed by an offensive or defensive player.  The umpire shall determine whether contact was avoidable or unavoidable.

·          It should be noted that a fielder while NOT in possession of the ball and not attempting to field the ball may be guilty of obstruction if that fielder impedes the progress of a runner.  It is entirely up to the judgment of the umpire as to whether a fielder is in the act of obstructing a runner.

