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An Interview With:

WOMEN’S HOCKEY

TEAM U.S.A.
ROB KOCH:  I'm Rob Koch, Director of Communications at U.S.A. Hockey and the lead PR person on the Women's Olympic team. 


In a moment you'll hear from our General Manager, Reagan Carey, and our head coach, Katey Stone, with some opening remarks.  And then we'll follow that up with some questions with Meghan Duggan, our team captain, and Jessie Vetter, one of our veteran goaltenders. 


We have Julie Chu, now a four‑time Olympian, as well as Kacey Bellamy, Hilary Knight, Kelli Stack and Brianna Decker.  All of them will be making their second appearance, except for Brianna, who is a first‑time Olympian. 


I'd like to turn it over to Reagan for a few opening remarks. 


REAGAN CAREY:  Thanks.  Before we say too much I want to point out this hat right here:  Our team is looking for some of these.  So if any of the rest of the media has any left, if they've not been asked yet, they'd love to take one off your hands. 


What a great day to be part of hockey overall.  This is an incredible event.  And for us to be part of it was special for us and hopefully all of our supporters and fans and to see those girls out there being part of the men's team announcement as well, the whole thing of us being here on this platform to announce our Olympic team and seeing some of these young girls out there skating as well as I said being part of the men's announcement, just shows how much our sport has grown and that assessment and all the grassroots that we have with U.S.A. Hockey, all the people day in, day out are in the rinks helping us grow this game especially on the women's side.


Just so proud to be part of this team here.  And our team starts with the leadership of the head coach, Katey Stone, and the dedication of our assistant coaches, Hilary Witt, Bobby Jay and Robb Stauber, and the tremendous support staff that we have, and the national athletes as well.  And, like you said, everybody else out there. 


We have a very strong team, a big team, and when you talk about our team, we talk about a lot of people, not just the Olympic team that was named here today. 


But when we're talking about this Olympic team, we started this journey in June.  We had 41 players, and we had a camp, our selection camp, and we got down to 25 players. 


And that's where we started with a residency program in September in Boston.  And since that time we've been competing under the leadership again of Coach Stone training and developing this team into what you see here today; and we're really excited about what's happening and our journey to Sochi. 


And the games that we played leading up to that has been competitive as it has been and looking forward to some great games in the Olympics. 


ROB KOCH:  Katie. 


KATEY STONE:  It's a pleasure to be here.  Coach Babcock was talking about earlier, it's all about the moments you share with your team and support staff and be able to unveil our 2014 Olympic team in an atmosphere like the big house, it's hard to even put into words what that means to all of us. 


And just very grateful for the opportunity through U.S.A. Hockey and all those support staff to make this happen.  We're thrilled with the team that we have.  We have spent countless hours working on making sure that we have the right group.  We really believe we have the right group to compete for a gold medal in just over a month ‑‑ under a month.


So we're looking forward to it.  And we have great leadership from the two young ladies sitting here and those four in the back, five in the back of the room here and the others that aren't here. 


And I think we will represent the United States with distinction in February, and we really are excited about the competition. 


ROB KOCH:  Meghan, perhaps you can talk about what it's like to lead this team as the captain, moving forward.


MEGHAN DUGGAN:  Absolutely.  It's an incredible honor, obviously.  As women, we've grown up wanting to be on this team since they had a team in 1998 in Nagano and won a gold medal. 


For me, I remember looking at Cammi Granato, Gretchen Ulion and Karyn Bye, some of those guys and wanted to be just like them when I was 12 years old. 


It's quite the honor to wear the stars and stripes and represent your country and obviously being able to lead this team this year is incredible. 


We've got a great group of girls that don't require a ton of direction, but just because everyone's ‑‑ we're on the right path.  And it's great.  I'm really excited for the rest of the year.


ROB KOCH:  Thank you.  Jesse, talk about backstopping this club and what it means.


JESSIE VETTER:  I think as a goaltender it's definitely a special position just being back there.  You're kind of all on your own, and today was a great experience of being able to watch the goalies out there in that cold weather was a fun experience and obviously being able to have the team announcement here was very exciting.  So thank you everyone for allowing us to be here for that. 


But any opportunity you have to wear the red, white, blue and obviously being a goalie.  I have so much support in front of me, it's not too challenging.  But I try and make the day as much as I can.  We've got a great core group of goalies, we all get along well, and we're excited to get over to Russia in February and have some fun and see what happens.


ROB KOCH:  Questions.


Q.  Katey, you always like to talk about the process and you're always striving to get better and better every day.  The team is playing very well right now and won the last couple of very big games.  What does the next month look like in your eyes in terms of the process in getting this team really firing on all cylinders, as you head to Sochi?


KATEY STONE:  The next month is going to be filled with still a lot of hard work and focus, but we're going to spend some time working the little things, the faceoffs, honing our skills on the special teams, presenting two different looks that we haven't shown, necessarily, to date. 


But we're going to keep working on the things we know are going to win games for us and playing solid defense, working our way up the ice. 


And we've got some great offensive ability.  We want to finish when we have those chances.  But we're just going to make sure that everybody understands regardless of the situation that we're in, they know what their role is in the next month.


Q.  This year during the Hockey Hall of Fame induction ceremony of Geraldine Heaney, different country obviously, from Canada, third woman to get inducted into the Hall, do you see yourselves sort of as the faces of women's hockey in the United States and how do you see that responsibility?


MEGHAN DUGGAN:  I think when you look at our entire roster, we'd like to pride ourselves on being role models for young girls and young women all across the country that love to play hockey. 


Our team, in general, you know, we go around and participate in youth clinics, get to spend time with young girls that aspire to be Olympians or aspire to play Division I college hockey and have a future in it.


It's tremendous that Heaney was inducted into the Hall of Fame.  I think for women it's outstanding to have those three in there.  I know I take a lot of pride in being a female hockey player, and I know everyone on our team does as well. 


So it's great to see the growth of the game, the growth of the women's game over the last few years, and I imagine it's going to get bigger. 


Definitely I think the 21 of us on this team right now take a lot of pride in growing the game and getting out in the community and encouraging young girls to play. 


Q.  Reagan, I'm curious, how important for this team is the contributions from the younger players, particularly Amanda Kessel?


REAGAN CAREY:  I'll let coach answer this.  Obviously we're looking for everybody on our team to produce and everybody on this team has the skill that they're bringing to it that we think is imperative to winning in Sochi and are younger players are a big part of that as well as our veterans.


KATEY STONE:  We've got a great mix of seasoned veterans, as I like to call them, and youthful enthusiasm and a tremendous amount of skill and talent and speed. 


And we like to play a very up‑tempo game.  So that's really what the profile of our roster looks like, and Amanda just fits into that style very well. 


ROB KOCH:  I will note we do have 11 veterans returning this time around and 10 first‑timers.


Q.  Curious, now that the team's set and considering the intensity of some of the more recent matchups, is there a sense now that you're in Olympic mode, even though you're not in Sochi yet?


JESSIE VETTER:  I think we've been training all year to get to that point, but we're going to keep pushing to become better every day, and hopefully when we get to Sochi we'll be in Olympic mode and playing at our best. 


But you can always grow, you can always get better, and I think that's we're going to come to the rink every day, and coach is going to push us and expect a lot from us.  But we're ready for the challenge and look forward to next month heading to Russia.


ROB KOCH:  Thank you. 
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