
Celebrate the  
Tradition

Tickets  

on sale  

Oct. 12!

TICKET PRICES:
Adult: $18

Children (gr. 1-6): $5
Preschool: Free
(Cash or check only)

Volunteers &  
Pies Needed!

The Lutefisk Dinner 
needs 300 volunteers 

and 130 pies to make it 
happen!

To volunteer, email 
Jeannie Wendorf at 

jwendorf@trinitylc.org or 
call 439-7400 ext. 111
To donate a pie, call     

Debi Orff at  
651-283-5215 

or Amy Thorne at             
651-303-2512

Seatings at:  
11:30 a.m.,  
12:45, 4:15,  
5:30 & 6:45 p.m.

Thurs.
Nov. 7
2013
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Let’s face it: Lutefisk gets a bad rap.

The little cod that could has 
been much maligned by 
everyone from Garrison 
Keillor (who says it “looks 
like the desiccated cadavers of 
squirrels run over by trucks”) 

to Sven and Ole (who, in one 
joke, use it to get rid of skunks 

under the porch — only to have a 
bunch of Swedes take up residence in 

their place).

For something so reviled in popular 
culture, lutefisk enjoys near rock-star 
status here at Trinity.

Every November, our Lutefisk Dinner 
draws some 800 people for five dinner 
seatings over eight hours, raising 
more than $9,000 for Trinity’s hunger 
missions.  During that time, folks eat 
550 pounds of the dried-and-lyed fish 
— as well as 360 pounds of meatballs, 
300 pounds of potatoes, 100 pounds of 
coleslaw and 72 pounds of butter.

“I love it because it’s such a camaraderie 
thing,” says Jeannie Wendorf. “A lot of 
people wear their Scandinavian sweaters 
[and] it’s just such a fun thing where 
everyone works together.”

In fact, that’s what prompted Jeannie 
and her sister, Joan Simonson, to 
volunteer as co-chairs this year: the two 
of them can’t imagine Trinity without 
its yearly Lutefisk Dinner.  

“It’s not really about the lutefisk; the 
money goes to world hunger,” Joan 
points out.  “And sometimes I think 
that gets lost behind the lutefisk: that 
the purpose is to send almost all of the 
proceeds to world hunger. This is a 
mission.”

It’s a mission both Joan and her sister 
take seriously — so seriously, in fact, that 
Joan stepped in as co-chair because she 
didn’t necessarily trust her big sister to 
organize the 28-year-old tradition all by 
herself.  A little sisterly concern that, she 
now admits, was misplaced.

“I thought, ‘Oh my God, Jeannie is such 
a procrastinator! She’s going to need 
some help,’” Joan laughs. “But as it turns 
out, she has been fabulous and I’m just a 
sidekick. She totally surprised me!”

The two sisters work amazingly well 
together, a result of having grown up 
together with a sisterly understanding of 
each other’s strengths.  Both point to the 
other as the “team leader”, although Joan 
admits she’s functioning as the listener 
while Jeannie is the doer.

“We’re a good team,” Jeannie says. 
“Joannie really is a driving force and I’m 
probably afraid of her! I just know that 
she’s on task and won’t let up.”  

That’s a good thing, given the scope of 
the Lutefisk Dinner.  In the next few 
weeks, more than a thousand pounds 
of food must be ordered, and some 300 
volunteers must be found to cook it, 
serve it and clean-up after it.  

“The hardest thing is having enough 
people to wait tables, that’s what I’m 
worried about,” Joan says. “We need 
servers for the later shifts, so we’re 
hoping to get quite a few confirmation 
students because it is a service 
opportunity for them.”

Continued on page 5.

Let’s Go !


