
Open Amateur League Bylaws 
 

The SMASA reserves the right to amend its Bylaws when necessary at any time, in order that it may deal 
appropriately with unforeseen situations. 
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Bylaw 1 - Purpose 

The purpose of the Southern Minnesota Adult Soccer Association (SMASA) is to encourage the playing 
of soccer for its recreational as well as competitive aspects, and to give the diverse groups within Rochester 
and neighboring communities a vehicle that promotes mutual respect, communication, harmony 
understanding, and friendship. 

This Association shall be affiliated with the United States Soccer Federation, Inc. (USSF), the United 
States Adult Soccer Association, Inc. (USASA), and the Minnesota Soccer Association (MSA) andshall 
recognize the authority, rules and laws of those bodies. 

 

Bylaw 2 - Scope 

1. The SMASA retains full and final authority to deviate from its current published bylaws to deal 
with unforeseen situations or circumstances that conflict with the SMASA Articles of 
Incorporation article #3; or the Minnesota Nonprofit Corporation Act; or the regulations for 
organizations under Section 501(c)(4) Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any 
future federal tax code.  

2. These bylaws are the foundation and framework for the organizational structure and mode of 
operations of the league.  The elements related to teams and players retain some flexible 
interpretation.  The application will be based on facts, circumstances, and a final decision will be 
up to the commission. 

3. This Association shall have jurisdiction over all members, officials, and players affiliated herewith 
and over all matters connected with this Association. 

4.        Member leagues of the MSA shall have the responsibility for and the authority to: 
 



(a) Accept teams into their leagues, provided that the teams have been accepted for membership by 
the Association. A league may admit teams on a provisional basis before they are accepted for 
membership by the Association, provided that the team has made application for membership in 
the Association at the time of admission into the league.  The league may facilitate this for the 
team. 

 
(b) Make its own schedule for regular season and league cup or tournament competitions, and any 

invitational tournaments or competitions it sponsors. The Association must approve participation 
by any non-league participants. 

 
(c) Make such arrangements as are necessary for the provision of referees for its games, in accordance 

with USSF regulations. 
 

(d) Promulgate such rules as are necessary for the regulation of competition within its league, 
provided that said rules are not in conflict with these by-laws and USSF regulations. 

 

(e) Assess fees against league members as necessary. These fees shall be independent of any 
assessments made by the Association 

(f)  Establish its own procedures for the resolution of protests, and the handling of disciplinary matters 
involving competition within the league, provided that all decisions may be appealed to the 
Association in accordance with its regulations regarding appeals. 

Bylaw 3 - Members 

1. Members in good standing are defined as those participants who do not have any outstanding debt 
or obligation to the SMASA and abide by the governing documents of the SMASA. Participants 
include directors, officers, players, referees, coaches and other team representatives.  

2. Members not in good standing are defined as those participants who do not qualify under bylaw 
3.1.  

3. Any member may request a copy of the financial records of the current SMASA season. These 
copies will be delivered to the member within seven calendar days.  

top 
Bylaw 4 - Commission Membership and Meetings 

1. The officers of SMASA shall be comprised of a president, registrar, treasurer, secretary 
and trustees.  There will be no less than 5 and no more than 8 persons.   

2. The officers make up the commission and will govern an active season and have 
obligation to enforce bylaws. 

3. Meetings will be determined by SMASA. 
4. Officer reimbursement: 

a. Annual SMASA Board Appreciation Dinner : Board Member and his/her spouse  
b. Board Member player registration fee reimbursement - Non player Board Member can use 
this for one of his/her children or spouse who plays in the SMASA  
c. Board Member team fee reimbursement up to 60$ ( this is max limit) - non-player Board 
Member can use this for one of his/her children or spouse who plays in the SMASA 

top 
Bylaw 5 - Team Registration 



1. Teams register annually with the SMASA by submitting the following to SMASA by the 
published deadline date:  

1. The published team registration fee.  
2. A designated individual to act as the Team Representative.  
3. A preference for a home color(s) uniform for outfield players.  
4. A team name to be approved by the SMASA. National-based names are not permitted.  

2. Teams are accepted into the SMASA after:  
1. The team registration fee is successfully transacted into a credit against the SMASA 

financial account.  
2. An individual has been accepted as Team Representative.  
3. A team's name is approved.  

top 
Bylaw 6- Player Registration 

1. No upper limit will be set on the number of players a team may have on its roster.  
2. No player is eligible for registration if they have any outstanding debt or obligation to the 

SMASA.  
3. Every player joining the SMASA must complete and sign an SMASA Player Registration form 

and return it with a current photograph of published size, proof of address, and registration fee to 
the Registrar. Players under age eighteen must have a parent or guardian sign their SMASA Player 
Registration form.  

4. Players may be added and transferred by sponsoring team up to the deadline set by SMASA at the 
beginning of season.  

5. A player may only register with one team, even when the league is comprised of two or more 
distinct divisions.  Refer to bylaw 9, section 3 for exceptions. 

6. Upon receiving a properly completed player registration form the Registrar(s) will issue a Player 
Identification Card (PIC). The PIC will be passed from the Registrar(s) to the Team 
Representative.  

7. A player may transfer between SMASA teams by submitting appropriate documents and fees to 
SMASA. A transfer requires a player to file a new registration form and surrender his/her old PIC 
so that the sponsoring team's affiliation can be updated.  

8. Minimum age to play is 15; all players under 18 need parents or guardians approval. 
9. Youth under 18 that are associated with MYSA or other youth sponsored teams must submit 

coaches approval waiver. 

top 
Bylaw 7 - Field of Play 

1. The officiating crew will determine before the match begins if a field is fit for play.  
2. A match may be moved from its scheduled site with the agreement of the officiating crew and 

both Team Representatives.  
3. The SMASA will determine the location of the playing fields.  

top 
Bylaw 8 - Officiating 

1. The referee is the sole judge on the field of play. Decisions of the referee are final.  
2. Any match protestations must be submitted in writing to SMASA within seventy-two hours after 

the conclusion of the match.  
3. All matches will be officiated by three certified officials (one center referee and two line judges) 

approved by the SMASA. If less than three certified referees appear at a game, an alternate referee 
may be designated by mutual consent of both team captains to act as lines judge. The substitute 
line judge shall be entitled to the usual fee. The team captains may also elect to reschedule the 



game with the SMASA; however, the SMASA makes no guarantee that the match will be 
rescheduled.  

4. The referee will submit a written game report and the PICs of carded players to SMASA after the 
conclusion of the match. Payment to the officials is dependent upon completion of these tasks.  

5. PICs of non-carded players are returned to the acting Team Representative at the conclusion of the 
match.  

top 
Bylaw 9 - League Structure 

1. The league will consist of one or more separate divisions, based on the number of teams registered 
and the performance/skill levels of the teams.  

2. In a multi-division league, assignment to a division will be made by SMASA prior to the start of 
the regular season, based on:  

1. Team performance in the previous season.  
2. Request of the team representative, substantiated with a rationale for the requested 

assignment.  
3. New team registration. New teams to the SMASA will be assigned to the lowest division 

unless they provide rationale for another designation.  
3. Teams in upper divisions (parent teams) may designate a team from a lower division as a 

sister/feeder team. Player transfers are permitted with the following restrictions:  
1. Parent teams may designate only one feeder team per season, which must be indicated to 

the SMASA.  
2. Players may transfer only from feeder teams (lower division) to parent teams (upper 

division), not vice versa.  This means that players must register with the team in the lower 
division in order to be eligible.  

3. Only 2 player transfers are permitted per game.  
4. Game suspensions incurred by a transferred player while playing with the parent team 

will be applied against games of the lower-division, feeder team. Suspended players are 
not permitted to play on the parent team during suspension, nor will games of the parent 
team be applied against the suspension. 

top 
Bylaw 10 - Match Schedule 

1. The schedule of matches will be arranged by SMASA.  

top 
Bylaw 11 - Match Rules and Violations 

The SMASA adopts the current set of F.I.F.A. (Federation Internationale Football Association) rules 
governing play, with the following amendments: 

1. The number of player substitutions is unlimited.  
2. The officiating crew will permit injury-related substitutions at anytime during the match.  
3. A player that is yellow-carded will remove himself/herself from the field of play immediately. An 

immediate substitution may enter for the yellow-carded player with the referee's consent. The 
yellow-carded player may return to the field of play during the next routine substitution 
opportunity.  

4. If at the end of regulation playing time the score is tied, a draw will be declared. Neither overtime 
nor shoot-out will be played.  

5. Matches stopped due to weather conditions or other safety concerns can be rescheduled if 
abandoned in first half or during half-time; if the match is abandon in the second half, then the 
game score at the time of stoppage will stand as the final game score.  



6. A player may not play for a team other than what the SMASA recognizes as his/her sponsoring 
team. Violation of this rule will result in any or all of the following:  

1. The offending team will forfeit the match.  
2. Acting Team Representative will be fined.  
3. Acting Team Representative will be suspended from two consecutive future matches.  
4. Involved player(s) will be suspended from one future match.  

7. No team may include any players other than those the SMASA recognizes as their sponsored 
players. Violation of this rule will result in:  

1. The offending team will forfeit the match.  
2. The acting Team Representative will be fined.  
3. The acting Team Representative will be suspended from two consecutive future matches.  

8. Prior to entering the field of play a player must present their valid Player Identification Card (PIC) 
to a member of the officiating crew. The PIC is invalid if:  

1. The PIC belongs to a different player than the one attempting to use it.  
2. The PIC does not indicate registration for the current year. An attempt to use an invalid 

PIC will result in:  
1. Offending player receiving a red card and a suspension. If the offense occurs 

prior to the start of the match, the suspension will consist of the current and one 
additional match. If the offense during a match, the suspension will consist of 
the current and two additional matches.  

9. Officiating crews will not knowingly permit players on the field without a proper PIC and 
corresponding numbered jersey unless instructed by SMASA.  SMASA will provide guidance as to 
other acceptable forms of identification. Violation of this rule will result in:  

1. Offending official will not be compensated for the match.  
10. Outfield players from each team must be attired in a similar manner that distinguishes them from 

opposing outfield players. Violation of this rule will result in the offending team forfeiting the 
match.  

11. Goalkeepers must also attire themselves in a manner that distinguishes them from both groups of 
outfield players. Violation of this rule will result in the offending team forfeiting the match.  

12. Mandatory player attire includes numbered jersey shirt, shorts, shinguards, stockings that fully 
cover the shinguards, and soccer footwear in good condition. No player may wear anything 
potentially hazardous to other players, such as soccer shoes with metal spikes, jewelry, watches, or 
sunglasses during the game. In addition, casts, braces, etc. must be padded and free of sharp edges. 
The referee will judge all matters pertaining to uniform distinguishability and safety. Violation of 
this rule will result in:  

1. Player's inability to enter into the field of play.  
13. Teams must wear uniforms with jersey numbers to identify their players. Players may not switch 

jerseys during a match. Violation of this rule will result in:  
1. The offending players will be suspended for the remainder of the match.  

14. Teams must submit a team roster to the officiating crew prior to each match. The team roster must 
include the names and jersey numbers of all players in the match. Violation of this rule will result 
in the offending team forfeiting the match.  

15. Each team must present at least seven outfield players and one goalkeeper to begin the match. A 
15-minute grace period will be allowed from the scheduled start of a match to fulfill the minimum 
requirements for starting. Violation of this rule will result in:  

1. The offending team will forfeit the match.  
16. Each Team Representative may request with the lead official a 5-minute stoppage of play for the 

purpose of regaining control and composure of their team players or to manage offensive conduct 
by spectators associated with the team.  

17. Players or team-associated spectators will not blatantly harass or intimidate other players, officials, 
or spectators. Mild harassment and intimidation is subject to penalty cards and/or ejection by the 
officials. Severe harassment and intimidation will be considered provocation and will be subject to 
Disciplinary Review under Section 11. A team captain that does not attempt to stop the offending 
behavior will be considered a participant of the behavior and will also be subject to Disciplinary 
Review.  



18. Yellow-card and Red-card penalties do not accumulate nor accrue from the current season into the 
next season. However, yellow-card and red-card suspensions will be carried over into the next 
season. Penalty cards will be tracked in any Preseason Tournaments and during the Regular Season.  

19. Penalty cards issued by the officiating crew will accumulate during a single season so that:  
1. Four accumulated yellow-cards in separate games will result in a suspension from the 

next match.  
2. Two yellow-cards in the same game will result in a suspension from the next match. 
3. One red-card will result in a suspension from the next two consecutive matches.  
4. The second red-card received during a single season will result in suspension from the 

next three consecutive future matches.  
5. The third red-card received during a single season will result in suspension from all 

remaining matches in that season. In addition, the SMASA Commission will review this 
player's behavior and may recommend an indefinite suspension.   

top 
Bylaw 12 - Disciplinary Review 

1. Any match incident that is not in character with the purposes stated in SMASA governing 
documents is eligible for Disciplinary Review by the SMASA Commission.  

2. Disciplinary Review can occur at anytime and can result in fine(s), suspension(s), or other 
action(s).  

3. The decisions of Disciplinary Review are revisable only with a majority vote of the Commission.  
4. Invitees to the Disciplinary Review will include the officiating crew, all players involved, both 

Team Representatives or one non-involved player from each team, and any others deemed 
valuable by SMASA.  

5. A suspension of one future game and/or a fine will be issued against the representative or non-
player representative, respectively of the team if the representative does not attend a Disciplinary 
Review of the team.  

6. Disciplinary review will occur in the event of provocation and/or assault.  
1. Provocation is defined by the SMASA as taunting, goading, or severe intimidation by any 

player or spectator towards any other official, player, or spectator.  
1. Verbal provocation will result in a suspension from at least two consecutive 

future matches, and at least a $10.00 fine.  
2. Physical provocation against a person or property will result in a suspension 

from at least five consecutive future matches, and at least a $25.00 fine.  
2. Assault is defined by the SMASA as a violent verbal or physical attack, or an apparently 

violent attempt, or willful offer with force, or violence to do hurt to another without the 
actual doing of the hurt threatened by any participant towards any participant.  

1. Verbal assault will result in a suspension from at least three consecutive future 
matches, and at least a $25.00 fine.  

2. Physical assault will result in a suspension from at least ten consecutive future 
matches, and at least a $50.00 fine.  

3. Assault with a weapon of any kind will result in ejected from all SMASA activities for a 
minimum period of three years. There is no guarantee that the player will be reinstated 
into SMASA after the minimum ejection period. In addition, SMASA may file a police 
report about the incident. Members who are ejected from SMASA for an assault 
involving a weapon may be reinstated by petitioning the SMASA Commission for 
reinstatement only after:  

1. serving the full ejection period.  
2. providing SMASA with written proof that they have satisfactorily completed 

counseling for anger control with a trained professional, demonstrating that they 
are no longer a threat to the safety of SMASA members.  

3. providing SMASA with written proof that they have completed one substantial 
community service project during each year of their ejection period. These 
projects must be pre-approved SMASA.  



7. Disciplinary review will occur in the event of gambling at a SMASA-sponsored match. Gambling 
will result in a two-year suspension and $100.00 fine.  

8. All fines collected will be deposited into the SMASA financial account. Fines will be dispersed in 
a manner consistent with all SMASA resources.  

9. Incidents involving non-SMASA participants; i.e., spectators, will be reviewed and forwarded to 
law enforcement referees if deemed appropriate.  

10. The SMASA will designate which matches are served as game suspension violations, and will do 
so in a consistent manner in regards to all teams and all players.  

11. Fines incurred will remain permanently charged against the individual player's standing until the 
SMASA deems them paid.  

12. Teams are responsible for their actions and for the actions of their spectators (fans) with respect to 
trash left on the soccer fields after a match. Teams that do not respect the condition of the fields 
will be contacted by SMASA and will:  

1. Receive a warning after trashing the fields for the first time.  
2. Receive a fine after trashing the fields for a second time; all future matches will be 

cancelled with forfeiture until the fine is paid.  
3. Receive an immediate match cancellation and forfeiture plus a fine after trashing the 

fields for a third time; all future matches will be cancelled with forfeiture until the fine is 
paid.  

13. Teams that trash the fields repeatedly will be put on probation and may be ejected from the 
"League" by majority vote of the SMASA Commission.  

14. Teams with multiple disciplinary incidences within a single season will be put on probation for a 
period of one year. If any additional disciplinary incidences occur during this probation period, the 
team may be ejected from the "League" by majority vote of the SMASA.  

15. Appeals:  any player or team representative can appeal decisions made by SMASA through 
writing to the MSA.  SMASA President will provide all necessary information to generate an 
appeal.   The appeal must be received by the MSA within 30 days of the decision.  

top 
Bylaw 13 – Team Rank and Trophy Assignment 

1. Team rank will be established according to the following 3 point procedure:  
1. A win will receive 3 points.  
2. A tie will receive 1 point.  
3. A loss will receive 0 points.  

2. If teams are tied at the end of the season with the 3 point procedure, then the following 10 point 
procedure will be applied to each match to break the tie:  

1. A win will receive 6 points.  
2. A tie will receive 3 point.  
3. Each team will receive 1 point per goal for a maximum of 3 points per games; i.e., three 

points.  
4. A shutout will receive 1 point. (0-0 ties will be considered as shutouts for each team)  
5. A loss will receive 0 points.  
6. Note: Forfeits will be counted as 3 - 0 victories  

3. If teams are still tied after the 10 point procedure has been applied, then a coin toss will be used as 
the tiebreaker.  

4. Trophies will be awarded to the top 3 teams of a single-division league, or to the top two teams of 
each division of a multi-division league. A trophy will also be awarded to the team showing the 
best sportsmanship or best fulfilling the purpose of the SMASA.  

top 
Bylaw 14 - Indemnification 

1. All members of the SMASA agree and understand that playing in SMASA events may result in 
intentional or unintentional personal bodily injury.  



2. All members of the SMASA agree to the principles and practice of safe soccer and good 
sportsmanship.  

3. All members of the SMASA agree to hold no director nor officer nor referee, neither current nor 
past, neither legally nor financially responsible for injury incurred to person or property.  

  

top 

 

Bylaw 15 -  Misconduct Toward Game Officials  

 Section 1.  General  

Misconduct against referees may occur before, during and after the match, including travel to or from the 
match.  Misconduct may occur also at later times when directly related to duties of a game official as a 
referee.  

 Section 2.  Rule Application  

(A)  This policy shall supersede all rules of Organization Members that pertain to assaults or abuse upon 
Federation referees, assistant referees, the manner and means of hearings, appeals, and rehearings in 
matters pertaining thereto.  

(B)  Nothing in this policy rule shall be construed to restrict or limit any league,  event/tournament or State 
Association from applying equal or greater restrictions to anyone not listed in section 4(a)(1) of this policy 
(i.e., a spectator associated with a club or team).  

(C)  This policy shall not apply to players, coaches, managers, club officials, or league officials while 
participating in Professional League Member activities.    

Section 3. Terms and References  

As used in this policy --   

1.“Referee” includes the following:  

(a)  all currently registered USSF referees, assistant referees, 4th officials or others duly appointed to assist 
in officiating in a match.  

 (b)  any non-licensed, non-registered person serving in an emergency capacity as a referee (under Rule 
3040).  

 (c)  any club assistant referee.  

(2) “Hearing” means a meeting of at least three neutral members, one of which is designated or elected to 
serve as chairman.  The hearing shall be conducted pursuant to guidelines established by the State 
Association.  

 (3) (a) 



(i)  Referee assault is an intentional act of physical violence at or upon a referee.  

 (ii) For purposes of this policy, “intentional act” shall mean an act intended to bring about a result which 
will invade the interests of another in a way that is socially unacceptable. Unintended consequences of the 
act are irrelevant.  

(b)  Assault includes, but is not limited to the following acts committed upon a referee: hitting, kicking, 
punching, choking, spitting on, grabbing or bodily running into a referee; head butting; the act of kicking or 
throwing any object at a referee that could inflict injury; damaging the referee’s uniform or personal 
property, i.e. car, equipment, etc.  

 (4) (a)  Referee abuse is a verbal statement or physical act not resulting in bodily contact which implies or 
threatens physical harm to a referee or the referee’s property or equipment.  

(b)  Abuse includes, but is not limited to the following acts committed upon a referee:  using foul or 
abusive language toward a referee; spewing any beverage on a referee’s personal property; spitting at (but 
not on) the referee; or verbally threatening a referee.  

(c)  Verbal threats are remarks that carry the implied or direct threat of physical harm.  Such remarks as 
“I’ll get you after the game” or “You won’t get out of here in one piece” shall be deemed referee abuse.  

 Section 4.  Jurisdiction and Hearings  

 (A)  General  

(1)  When any amateur or professional player, coach, manager, club official or game official assaults or 
abuses a referee, the original jurisdiction to adjudicate the matter shall vest immediately in the responsible 
State Association which is affiliated with the United States Soccer Federation.  

(2) When an allegation of assault is verified by the State Association the person is automatically suspended 
until the hearing on the assault.  

(3)  The State Association must hold a hearing within thirty (30) days of the verification by the Association 
of the abuse or assault or, if applicable, the thirty-day period provided by subsection (b)(3) of this section.  
If the Association does not adjudicate the matter within that period of time, original jurisdiction shall 
immediately vest in the Federation’s Appeals Committee to adjudicate the matter, to which the same 
provisions as to the term of suspension shall apply.  

(4)  Failure to hold the initial hearing shall not rescind the automatic suspension.  

(5)  In cases of report of referee abuse, a hearing is held only when requested by the alleged assailant or 
otherwise deemed appropriate by the convening authority.  

Section 5.  Penalties and Suspensions  

(A)  Assault  

(1) The player, coach, manager, or official committing the referee assault is automatically suspended as 
follows:  

a). for a minor or slight touching of the referee or the referee's uniform or personal property, at least 3 
months from the time of the assault;  



(b) except as provided in clause (c) or (d), for any other assault, at least 6 months from the time of the 
assault;  

(c) for an assault committed by an adult and the referee is 17 years of age or younger, at least 3 years; or  

(d) for an assault when serious injuries are inflicted, at least 5 years.  

(2) A State Association adjudicating the matter may not provide 
shorter period of suspension but, if circumstances warrant, may 
provide a longer period of suspension.  

(B) Abuse   

The minimum suspension period for referee abuse shall be at least three (3) scheduled matches within the 
rules of that competition.  The State Association adjudicating the matter may provide a longer period of 
suspension when circumstances warrant (e.g., habitual offenders).  

Section 6.  Appeals  

(A)  Assault  

A player, coach, manager, or official who is found to have committed the assault may appeal to the Appeals 
Committee by following the procedures of Federation Bylaw 705 within ten (10) days from receipt of the 
decision of the State Association.  

(B)  Abuse  

A player, coach, manager, or official who is found to have committed the abuse may appeal to the Appeals 
Committee by following the procedures of Federation Bylaw 705 within ten (10) days from receipt of the 
decision of the State Association.  

Section 7.  Procedure for Reporting Assault and Abuse  

(A)  Procedures for reporting of referee assault and/or abuse shall be developed and disseminated by the 
National Referee Committee to all Federation registered referees for use in their National State Association.  

(B)  Referees shall transmit a written report of the alleged assault or abuse, or both, within 48 hours of the 
incident (unless there is a valid reason for later reporting) to the designee of the State Association and the 
State Referee Administrator.  For tournaments or special events, the referee shall transmit a written report 
to the tournament director on the day of the incident and to his home state SRA within 10 days of the 
incident.  
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