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It is already May and we are almost halfway through 
the Spring season. The fields continue to be a 
challenge with the weather we have experienced and 
we are appreciative with everyone’s understanding 
and cooperation given the circumstances. We are 
continuing to work on the fields to make them in 
better playing condition. In addition, we are always 
looking at options to add additional field spaces.  
  
This past year Ela Soccer has experienced 
tremendous success. Our Junior Soccer Academy 
(JSA) for kids 3-6 years old and the Academy Program 
(Pre Travel) continue to increase in size. We had 
more Competitive teams in the U8 to U10 divisions 
than we had in previous years. All of our competitive 
teams had a greater opportunity to 
compete in additional out of state 
tournaments. Our Under 16 & Under 
18 Boys Elite teams qualified for the 
top level Illinois Youth Soccer 
Premiership Division, which consists 
of the best teams in the State at the 
respective age divisions. We added a new program 
called Training Plus which consisted of extra training 
sessions that focused on players working on their 
individual fundamental skills. We also added pre-
season (in both the fall and spring) strength and 
conditioning sessions to mimic the pre-season 
training regiments of college and professional teams.  
                                                 
Ela Soccer is truly honored to have a group of such 
dedicated coaches. Our success is the direct result of 
the dedication of all our coaches starting with our 
Recreational volunteer coaches to our Competitive 

Year in Review 
team coaches. We are also excited to have hired 
additional Competitive team coaches for the 
upcoming season.  
  
And now it is time again for Competitive Program 
Tryouts and the Fall 2013 season will be right around 
the corner. Our focus for the next year will be “One 
Goal”, which will be instilling in each player that their 
one goal is to do whatever it takes for them to be 
better today than they were yesterday. We want to 
see each and every player go out every day and not 
only continue to enjoy playing but also to become a 
better player. Our incredible coaches will continue to 
push players and we will offer additional programs 
and opportunities that will further enhance their 
experience and grow them into better players.  
  
Soccer is the World’s greatest sport and everyday we 
get to inspire the love, desire and competitiveness 
that goes along with it into each and every player.  
  
Doug Anderson 

President, Ela Soccer 

“Our focus 

for the next 

year will be 

“One Goal” 



 

programs >>> 
upcoming >>> 

Competitive Tryouts 
Ela Soccer Club is looking for players from all communities 

who are committed to train and compete to the best of 

their ability. ESC Programs are designed to expose players 

of all ages to the right level of competition and training to meet their goals, and fulfill 

their athletic aspiration. Our coaches are established Professional trainers with many 

years experience. 

All players must register for tryouts at www.elasoccer.com   For tryout or program related 

questions contact Gin Sharma, Director of Coaching.  gin.sharma@elasoccer.com 

Age Group 1st Tryout 2nd Tryout Time Location 

U7/ U8 Academy Girls Wed May 15 Thur May 16 4:30-5:30pm Knigge 

U7/ U8 Academy Boys Wed May 15 Thur May 16 5:30-6:30pm Knigge 

U8 Boys & Girls Mon Jun 3 Wed Jun 5 4:30-5:30pm Knigge 

U9 Boys Mon Jun 3 Wed Jun 5 5:30-6:45pm Knigge 

U9 Girls Mon Jun 3 Wed Jun 5 7:00-8:15pm Knigge 

U10 Boys Tue Jun 4 Thur Jun 6 4:30-5:45pm Knigge 

U10 Girls Tue Jun 4 Thur Jun 6 6:00-7:15pm Knigge 

U11 Boys Wed May 29 Fri May 31 4:30-6:00pm Knigge 

U11 Girls Wed May 29 Fri May 31 6:00-7:30pm Knigge 

U12 Boys Tue May 28 Thur May 30 4:30-6:00pm Knigge 

U12 Girls Tue May 28 Thur May 30 6:00-7:30pm Knigge 

U13 Boys Wed May 29 Fri May 31 6:00-7:30pm LZHS 

U13 Girls Wed May 29 Fri May 31 7:30-9:00pm LZHS 

U14 Boys Tue May 28 Thur May 30 6:00-7:30pm LZHS 

U14 Girls Tue May 28 Thur May 30 7:30-9:00pm LZHS 

U15/U16 Girls Sat May 4*LZHS Sun May 5*Knigge 6:00-7:30pm LZHS /Knigge 

U17/U18 Girls Sat May 4*LZHS Sun May 5*Knigge 7:30-9:00pm LZHS/Knigge 

U15/U16 Boys Mon Jun 3 Tue Jun 4 6:00-7:30pm LZHS 

U17/U18 Boys Mon Jun 3 Tue Jun 4 7:30-9:00pm LZHS 

Recreational Soccer  
Registration for the fall recreational 

league will open on June 1st.  The fall 

season will start September 8th.  More 

information will be posted on the recre-

ation page of the website. 

 

 

Summer Camps 
Summer camp registration is now open!  

Summer camps are available during July 

and August.  See the camps website 

page for the schedules for each of the 

following camps: 

 Half Day Camp 

 General Skills Camp 

 Finishing and GK Camp 

 

 

Junior Soccer Academy 
Summer sessions will run Monday-Friday 

for children ages 3-6.   

 

See the Junior Soccer Academy page for 

more information.  Login to your family 

account to register.  Classes will fill 

quickly! 

FA
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Fall Recreational Soccer 
Registration Opens 

June 1st! 
Players in the recreation U8 to U11 

age groups will be selected to partici-

pate in an All Star game on June 2nd.    

Coaches from each team in the par-

ticipating age groups will select play-

ers to represent them in the All Star 

game.  The purpose of this is to pro-

vide our recreational players an op-

portunity to compete against players 

of equal ability in a competitive yet 

fun environment.  Come out and sup-

port our Recreational All Star Players 

on  June 2nd! 

All Star Games 

U8 Boys   9 am   Braemar 

U8 Girls   10 am   Braemar 

U9 Boys  11:30 am  Bristol Trails 

U9 Girls 12:45 pm Bristol Trails 

U11 Boys 3:00 pm Vehe 

U11 Girls 4:15 pm Vehe 



Ela Academy 
The Ela Academy program open to players in 1st and 2nd grade 
was started in 2007 as a stepping stone to the Competitive pro-
gram and has grown every year since then. The Academy gives 
young players access to professional trainers, age specific skills 
training and an opportunity to participate at a higher level than 
the Recreational program Players wishing to enter into the 
Academy will attend tryouts in May.  

Academy Program Highlights: 
·         Year round program 
·         Small player to trainer ratio 
·         Written evaluation for each player  
·         Preparation for  competitive travel program 

New for 2013/2014  
Pre-Academy! 
The Pre-Academy is for the Kindergarten age player 

who is eager to learn the game of soccer in a fun 

positive environment. The goal of the Pre-Academy 

is to introduce the young player to professional 

coaching, to help teach the basic skills of soccer in 

an environment that is fun, conducive to learning, 

instilling love of the game and development of the 

sense of team and teamwork.  

The Pre-Academy is a year round program. Regis-

tration will open May 10th and close June 15th or 

when the program is full. 

I am very pleased to announce the second Annual Ela Competitive Program Awards Night where we will honor the accomplishments of our 

players. Players from each team will be selected for Player of the year, Player’s Player of the year and Most Improved Player.  In addition 

individual players will be selected for the honorary Ela 1st X1 team and one player will be chosen for Comeback Player of the year award. 

One team will receive the Team of the Year award.  In addition, a Club Person of the year award will be 

presented to a member who embodies the spirit of the club. Save Tuesday May 14th to join us to support 

the players in recognizing their hard work and dedication and to celebrate being part of the Ela family.  

- Gin Sharma, Director of Coaching 

Save the date: 

May 14, 2013 

Awards Night 2nd Annual 

What Happens at Ela Soccer, 
Stays at Ela Soccer! 
On Saturday, February 23, 2013, Ela Soccer 
Club held a Casino Night and silent auction 
event for parents.  Thank you to our 
"dealers":   Nour Bensaoud, Jason Braznell, 
Tony DiJohn, Richard Drake, Bridget Ronayne, Gin Sharma and 
Kathie Winkelmann for running the Roulette wheel, Blackjack, and 
the Craps tables.  We raised almost $8,000 for Ela soccer that 
night!  Thank you to the sponsors and all who participated in this 
fun event!   
 
Special thanks to our wonderful committee:  Jena Brous-
seau, Michelle Brunsman, Carrie Copeland, Lynda Ferguson, Teresa 
Kee, Terry Kraml, Debbie Kulinski, Theresa Malak, Marjorie Ma-
lia, Sue Manfredini, Michelle McCall, Sheryl Myhre, Jennifer Peldi-
ak, Suzana Potter, Sarah Sprawka, and Helen Thomas 
 
That's all we can reveal, because.......What Happens at Ela Soccer, 
Stays at Ela Soccer! 
 

Marjie Malia 
Director of Fundraising and Special Events 



Get to know your trainer...Gin Sharma 

trainer spotlight >>> 

 

Ela Soccer Club had a successful weekend at the Nike Classic Cup, played at Olympic Park in 
Schaumburg from April 26-28, 2013.  Five of the clubs Elite teams attended the event and four them 
came away with trophies. 

Leading the way was the u14 Elite Girls team, who continued their strong run of late.  They went 4 
and 0 on the weekend, scoring 13 goals and only giving up one.  In group play, the team beat local 
rivals Synergy and for the second time this spring they beat the Sockers FC ECNL team.  Their third 
group win was over Jaier FC from Michigan.  In the championship match, the girls beat Waukesha SC 
1-0 to secure their third tournament championship in the last four events they have attended. 

The u13 Elite Girls earned their way to the final after winning their group with 2 wins and a draw.  
They outscored their opponents 7-1 in group play before falling in the championship match.   The runners-up finish comes in their first tour-
nament of the spring. 

On the boy’s side, the u16 Elite had a strong showing in group play, going 3 and 0 to earn a berth in the final.  They put away 13 goals and 
gave up none in 8-0, 3-0 and 2-0 victories.   In a strongly contested championship match, they went down 1-0 on a penalty kick.  The boys 
were able to earn a penalty of their own to tie the score at 1-1.  Unfortunately, a last minute goal decided the match and Ela had to settle 
for the runners-up trophy, losing 2-1. 

The u13 Boys Elite had a strong showing, playing up an age group in the u14 division.  They won their first two games 8-0 and 5-1 respec-
tively.  Due to results, this made their final match a championship decider, as there was no final match 
for this tournament flight.  Their opponent won their first two games 3-0 and 10-0, meaning a win would 
give Ela the title.  In well-contested match, the final ended 1-1, which had Ela gain the runners-up trophy 
on goal-differential. 

All in all, it was a successful weekend for Ela Soccer Club.  The five participating teams racked up 12 wins, 
4 losses and 2 draws overall, 1 Championship trophy and 3 runners-up trophies. 

“We are very happy with the development of all our teams and plan to continue building on the success” 
said Gin Sharma, Director of Coaching for Ela Soccer Club. 

Rec Sponsors 

thank you >>> 

Thank you to the following companies who 

generously sponsored our recreation teams 

this spring.  Please show them your support! 

Alpine Foot Specialists Inc 

Anderson BMW, Volkswagen & Mazda 

A.M. Landscaping & Design LLC 

Casten Body Shop Inc 

Farmer, Poklop,Hoppa & Co 

Kits Sports Center 

Lapmaster International LLC 

Nationwide Insurance 

Oakeview Pet Resort 

Red Mango 

Smokin’ T’s Bar-b-que 

Soccer Madness 

Soma Medi Spa 

Sports Clips-Lake Zurich 

Sports Portraits Inc 

Susan E Kamman & Associates 

The Exercise Coach 

Where are you from?  Born in Wolver-

hampton-England, my home town is known 

as the "Black Country" - name given due to 

the high levels of air pollution from the coal 

mines and iron foundries. 

How long have you lived here (IL)?  I 
have lived in IL for almost close to 18 years 

 What’s your favorite restaurant? My 
favorite restaurant has to be "La Tasca"- 
tapas restaurant in Arlington Heights- A 
great selection of quality dishes (try the 
shrimp sautéed with garlic, red pepper, 
white wine and olive oil). 

Do you have any hobbies?  Football, Foot-

ball and more Football-watching the mighty 

Man Utd play 

 

Pets Fergie is a lab, beagle and husky 

mix ( so I have been told). She sheds an 

awful lot and can get very protective !! 

What’s on your iPod? I have a very 
wide range selection of music taste, 
ranging from Van Morrision, Bob Dylan, 
Bryan Ferry to Luciano, U2, Duran Du-
ran and of course the one and only Bob 
Marley. 

Favorite movie? The Lion King 

Do you have kids/family?  No Kids, 

but I have 2 nieces and 4 nephews. 

 

 

Triumphant at Nike Classic Cup 

 then         and            now 


