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Over the last few years, there have been many 

comments made, and strong feelings expressed, 

about the perceived lack of cooperation between 

the National Sports Center (NSC) and the 

Minnesota Youth Soccer Association (MYSA). 

Specifically, the issue that has generated the 

strongest feelings has been the dates in July 

of the Schwan’s USA CUP and MYSA Post-

 
The NSC and MYSA leadership have met 

regularly to address this issue and other 

issues facing youth soccer in Minnesota. Both 

organizations support the others’ programs 

and goals. While recognizing that there have 

occasionally been conflicts, both organizations 

are committed to working together to develop 

the best possible solutions and strategies, and 

to keep viable options open so that Minnesota 

teams have as much freedom as possible to 

pursue their soccer goals. 

It’s important that everyone understands 

that both organizations have very little 

flexibility when it comes to dates in July. 

Due to the Fourth of July holiday in the U.S., 

the international school calendar, and other 

international tournaments, Schwan’s USA 

CUP is unable to change its date window. 

Similarly, due to the Fourth of July holiday, 

summer league play and the start of the 

Minnesota high school soccer season, MYSA 

also faces a fixed window in which to run 

 

Here are the pertinent dates for 2013:

As a result of this date overlap, the NSC and 

MYSA together recommend the following to 

Minnesota teams.

Minnesota teams opting to play in MYSA 

Districts cannot also play in the USA CUP 

Weekend Tournament. Because both 

tournaments routinely schedule two games in a 

day, it is not possible to play in both. Therefore, 

any Minnesota teams wanting to play both 

events may play MYSA Districts, July 13-17 

and then the USA CUP Weeklong tournament, 

July 16-20.

For teams that advance past MYSA Districts, 

it is feasible to also play in the USA CUP 

Weeklong Tournament, July 16-20. The USA 

CUP scheduling staff will work with MYSA 

staff and make every effort to schedule around 

MYSA State Tournament games. 

Together in advancing youth soccer in 

Minnesota,

Bob Poretti, MYSA President

Candace Daley, MYSA Executive Director

Kara Radeke, USA CUP Director

Colleen Bourdon, USA CUP Recruiting

An Open Letter to MYSA Membership

Boys and girls born in 1996, 1997 or 1998 are eligible for participation in the 2013 Minnesota 

US Youth Soccer Olympic Development Program. The program is open to all players; however, 

competition for selection is tough. There will be two identification 

sessions. Players are encouraged to attend both sessions.

At the conclusion of the process, approximately 24-30 players will be 

selected for each (birth year and gender) state pool for further Minnesota 

US Youth Soccer ODP training. More information about the Minnesota 

US Youth Soccer Olympic Development Program can be found online at 

www.mnyouthsoccer.org.

US Youth Soccer ODP has played a meaningful role in player 

development in the United States, providing top players with valuable 

experience and a platform to improve. US Youth Soccer ODP is an 

excellent opportunity for each player to challenge themselves by playing with and against other 

players from different parts of the state, region and — for a selected few — nationally. There is 

always good competition, and when you’re able to evaluate players in these scenarios, you have a 

better idea of how they will fare as they attempt to reach the next level in their soccer career.

Benefits of participation in the ODP are:
Development as a player. The opportunity to train and play with the best players in one’s age group. 

Quality instruction from nationally-licensed coaches. 

Quality competition; games against other state association teams.

Exposure to regional- and national-team coaches. 

The opportunity to represent one’s state, region or country in competition. 

Exposure to college coaches. 

Identification Pool Training Dates and Times

Registration may be done online or by calling the MYSA office and requesting a paper form. 

Early registration and payment of $75 must be received by Friday, March 29, 2013. The fee after 

this date is $95. Payment includes two tryout shirts. Questions may be directed to Chato Alvarado 

(952-252-1688).

Refund Policy
Refunds are granted if requested by Friday, March 29, 2013, minus a $25 processing fee. Please 

allow 2–3 weeks for processing refund check. After this date, refunds will only be issued for a 

documented medical reason. Refunds are not granted for no-shows.

2013 Minnesota US Youth Soccer 
Olympic Development Program
For Boys & Girls Born In ‘96, ‘97 Or ‘98 Only

Girls Monday, April 15 6-8 p.m. Location TBA
 Monday, April 22 6-8 p.m.

Boys Tuesday, April 16 6-8 p.m. Location TBA
 Tuesday, April 23 6-8 p.m.


