
2015 Inclement Weather Plan (last updated 13Nov2014)

If there is severe weather, only the Referee Assignor or the Tournament Director may 
halt matches.  If a match is halted, then the following rules will be in effect:

1) If the weather delay is from 1 to 15 minutes:  
• All games will resume from the point of stoppage.
• However, if there is less than 5 minutes to the completion of the match, then the 

Referee will declare the game complete.
• If the game is a tie with less than 5 minutes to go, then the Referee will call the 

game a tie.  However, if the game is a semifinal or final game, then the game will 
resume with a shoot out.

2) If the weather delay is more than 15 and less than 30 minutes   (a single lightning 
delay is 30 minutes):
• If the weather delay is in the first half, the match will begin with the second half 

and the second half will be 15 minutes in length.
• If the match is in the second half with less than 15 minutes completed, the match 

will continue with 10 minutes remaining.
• If the match is in the second half with more than 15 minutes completed, then the 

Referee will declare the game complete.  If a semifinal or final game is tied, then 
the match will go directly to a shoot out.

3) If the weather delay is more than 30 minutes   (a lightning delay where a second 
strike occurs within the delay or within the game):
• If the match is in the first half, the match will begin with the second half and the 

second half will be 15 minutes in length.
• If the match is in the second half, then the Referee shall declare the game 

complete.  If a semifinal or final game is a tie, then the match will go directly to a 
shoot out.

• The Tournament Director will adjust times so that all teams will be able to 
complete their games.  This may mean moving a game to another field or 
shortening the duration of all remaining games.

4) Team coaches or managers (only)   must check with the Tournament Admin Tent to 
receive final instructions.

5) In the case of a lightning delay  , players and spectators should leave the field (go to 
their vehicles)


