
 

 

 DAY CHAPERONE RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
 

Downstate welcomes and encourages both mothers and fathers to chaperone these 1-day 
tournaments. 
 
The Day Chaperone responsibilities begin at the tournament site when the team is 
scheduled to arrive and ends after the last player has notified you that they either have a 
ride or have found the family they are car-pooling with. Being the Day Chaperone means 
that you assume this responsibility for the entire tournament time, which includes the 
breaks between pool play and playoffs. 
  
Your main responsibility is to act as liaison between the coaches, team and parents.  
Tournaments are very hectic for the coaches and the team and your job is to help in 
coordination and communication. It is very helpful to the coaches to be communicating 
with one parent, knowing the information will get to all the parents.  Your job is to help 
take some of the burden off the coaches so they can coach! 
 

1. BEFORE TOURNAMENT 
 Find, print and bring copy of pool play to identify times of play, work, and 

off times so that you are informed. Refer to the GEVA website for the 
tournament information. 

 Specific info regarding the venue will be emailed to you in advance.  
 Bring a list of girls on the team so you can check them in. 

 
2. AT TOURNAMENT 

 Check in girls as they arrive.  Help them to locate the team camp site. 
 Check in with the coach so he/she knows who is chaperoning. Be aware 

when he/she is trying to gather the girls to speak to them as a group, and 
help him/her get all of them together.  

 Work with the captains to find a team camping space that is somewhat 
near their court and out of the main walkways.  

 Try to stake out an area for the parents to sit together if possible.  It is 
really nice for our fan club to cheer together!  It also adds to the 
Downstate force if we are all together! 

 Be aware of where all players are at all times.  Players must tell the 
chaperones where they are going – bathroom, vending machines, 
food/clothing purchase, etc.  Be sure they travel in groups of at least three 
players at all times.  This is a big Downstate rule and must be followed. It 
is for their safety and is not negotiable.  Chaperones and parents do not 
count as a third person. For example, if there is a group of 5 girls and 2 
need to use the bathroom, all 5 must go together.  

 Confer with the captains to plan snacks and a lunchtime based on play 
schedule.  Be sure that is communicated to all the players.  

 Make sure the team stays together during downtime.  Tournament time is 
Downstate time and they should be on the courts as much as possible 
either cheering on other Downstate teams or scouting our competition. 



 

 

 Be sure everyone has brought their lunch when they arrive.  If not, and if 
there is no substantial lunch for sale at the playing site, their parent should 
go out and purchase lunch for their daughter immediately, so that it is 
ready for her when the team eats.  (There have been times that the parents 
had to drive 15 minutes to a deli, wait in line, then drive back, and totally 
miss their lunch break.  This hurts the whole team when one or two are 
picking on teammates lunches & lose their energy.) 

 Keep an eye on the camping space, that it remains neat and that our bags 
are zipped and are not blocking traffic. Communicate with the captains if 
anything is not the way it should be. 

 Chaperones should make sure the girls leave no valuables in their bags. If 
they have wallets, ipods, etc they should give them to either their parents 
or the chaperone for safekeeping. 

 After regular pool play ends, the captains will speak to the coaches and 
find out what the schedule is.  The captains, in turn, will communicate the 
playoff schedule to the team and chaperone.  The chaperone will advise 
the parents.  If there are any questions, they should be addressed to one of 
the coaches by the chaperone.  Parents are respectfully asked to refrain 
from asking the girls or the coaches lots of questions.  The chaperone is 
the liaison and should have all the info. the parents will need.  

 Be extra aware of any players whose parents are not in attendance.  They 
may need help getting more water and snacks between games. 

 Remind the girls throughout the day to throw out their trash and keep our 
campsite clean so there is less to clean up at the end of the day. 

 
3. AFTER TOURNAMENT 

 
 Oversee that the Captain’s check the camping area for trash.  Be sure girls have 

picked it all up. Remind parents as well to look over their space for trash when 
gathering up to leave. 

 Check that all the girls have located their parents or their ride home. 
 If they are going home with someone from another team, be sure they find that 

person before you leave. 
 

 


