
 

        

 

 

 

 

 

THUNDER BAY, Ont. – The second of team-by-team previews on Superior 
International Junior Hockey League teams features the Fort Frances Lakers. 
 
If the preseason is any indication the Lakers will be all-business on the ice during the 
course of the 2011-12 campaign. 
 
The club went a perfect 4-0 in preseason play registering an impressive 32 goals 
along the way. 
 
Back for another year behind the bench in Fort Frances is three-time SIJHL coach of 
the year recipient Wayne Strachan. 
 
He hopes a strong returning cast along with a good mix of newcomers will help pace 
the Lakers this season. 

 
“We look for our goaltenders to be the cornerstone of our defence and along with the return of three veteran defenceman we 
believe we have added the right mix on our back-end to be defensively sound,” offered Strachan. “Up front we believe we 
have four lines that can compete on a nightly basis.” 
 
In net, Tyler Ampe returns for another year looking to improve on a 23-win performance in 2010-11 as the 19-year-old from 
Hermantown, Minn., posted the third most victories in the SIJHL last season. 
 
“Tyler returns as our number one goalie and was a big reason we improved by 20 wins last season,” stated Strachan. “He 
will get every opportunity to be our leader between the pipes.”  
 
Joining Ampe will be netminder Tanner Hamilton who joins the club from the Saskatoon Royals of the Prairie Jr. Hockey 
League where he posted an impressive 25-6 record along with a 2.63 goals-against average and solid .910 save percentage. 
 
Helping anchor the Lakers defensive corps will be Connor Hady who also amassed 17 points as a rookie, including 11 while 
his club was on the league-best power play.  
 
“Connor was a pleasant surprise last year and was very strong both offensively and defensively,” says the Fort Frances 
coach. “He is a big player with good mobility and will log a lot of minutes on our back-end. He’ll be relied upon to lead our 
defence and has the potential to have a breakout year.” 
 
Another blueliner in Marty McFadden was also solid in the tune-up contests for his side. The 19-year-old from Carmen, Man., 
picked up eight points, including four goals, in exhibition play.  
 
A new face on the Fort Frances blue line this season will be hometown boy Jon Carlson who returns after spending the last 
two campaigns skating in the Thunder Bay Kings AAA midget program. 
 
Strachan likes what Carlson has to offer his program. 
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“Jon is a big strong player who is a draft pick of the Ottawa 67's in the OHL. He saw action in one playoff game last season 
for us and did well for a 16-year-old. He will be looked upon to help our defensive depth and should log some meaningful 
minutes.” 
 
Up front the Lakers welcome back the player who is the top point producer among all returnees this season in forward Byron 
Katapaytuk. He was also the Lakers’ most valuable player in 2010-11 as well as finalist for the same honour in the entire 
league.  
 
Finishing seventh overall in SIJHL scoring a year ago, Katapaytuk averaged over a point-per-game. He was also a force in 
exhibition action scoring four times and setting up four others. 
 
“Byron comes back as our top returning scorer from last season and will be relied on heavily to be our leader on the ice this 
year,” states Strachan. “He is primed to be one of the top players in the SIJHL, be someone who brings a big physical 
presence that can play tough on the walls, and bring the puck to the net to create offence.” 
 
Another key cog in the Fort Frances line-up is forward Blake Boaz who finished second a year ago in power play assists 
among all players in the league with 22. Boaz, 20, also showed he could play on both ends of the ice too as he captured the 
league’s top defensive forward award. 
  
“He has the ability to play in a lot of situations for us and have success in both ends of the rink,” offered the Fort Frances 
bench boss. Blake is the reigning top defensive player in the SIJHL and will be relied on to be our team leader and will most 
likely wear the captain’s "C" on his sweater for us.”  
  
Katapaytuk and Boaz will join the likes of Ryan Wildman, Jaret Leclair, Dane Morin and Henry Gutierrez as veterans that will 
be relied on to lead the Lakers’ young players and help the club obtain their goal of reaching the Bill Salonen Cup finals. 
 
Two of those new prospects who will help bolster the Lakers offensively are Fort Frances products Jordan Larson and Colton 
Spicer. 
  
“Larson has been successful offensively in his career at every level and, although young, will get the opportunity to have that 
success at this level right away,” stated Strachan. He is an OHL draft choice of the Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds and is 
presently enjoying a great experience at the Canada West evaluation camp in Alberta.” 
   
As for Spicer, A Sudbury Wolves OHL pick, he joins the club after spending the last few seasons with the strong Fort 
Frances Muskies high school program. 
  
“Colton will be a player that will most likely see action in a few different roles. He has the ability to put up offensive numbers, 
but will also be called on to play a depth role and use his big stature to be physical.” 
  
After falling in the semifinals the last two seasons the Lakers are on a mission to break that barrier and reach the Bill 
Salonen Cup championship series. 
 
Strachan aims to have his charges prepared to take that next step and looks forward to the challenge. 
 
“We will be our usual hard-working team that will rely on our systems to hopefully bring us success throughout the year,” he 
stated.  
 
“When the Lakers' evolved three years ago it was our goal to build for this season. We hope that we have done enough to 
compete, or can add the right components, to bring success to Fort Frances in what we think will be a hard-fought league 
this season.” 
 



FORT FRANCES LAKERS ROSTER (As of Sept. 14, 2011) 
 

NO. PLAYER POS. HEIGHT WEIGHT D.O.B. HOMETOWN 

4 Josh Scott D 6-2 210 April 15, 1991 Fort Frances, Ont. 

5 Mike Riffel  D 6-1 180 March 7, 1992 Winnipeg, Man. 

6 Jon Stephansson  D 6-4 192 Aug. 26, 1992 Winnipeg, Man. 

7 Jaret Leclair  F 5-11 185 Dec. 24, 1991 Pic River F.N., Ont. 

8 Henry Gutierrez  F 5-11 173 Jan. 12, 1991 East Grand Forks, MN 

9 Ryan Wildman  F 5-9 170 Jan. 12, 1993 Timmins, Ont. 

10 Byron Katapaytuk  F 6-3 220 June 7, 1991 Moose Factory, Ont. 

11 Ben Michaud  F 5-10 190 Sept. 1, 1992 Cloquet, Minn. 

12 Alex Bruess  F 6-1 210 March 21, 1993 International Falls, Minn. 

14 Connor Hady  D 6-2 185 July 22, 1992 Hermantown, Minn. 

15 Mike Jourdain F 6-1 195 April 14, 1991 Couchiching, F.N.,ON 

16 Marty McFadden  D 6-3 198 May 17, 1992 Carmen, Man. 

17 Blake Boaz  F 5-10 175 March 24, 1991 MacGregor, Man. 

19 Dane Morin  F 6-0 190 Nov. 30, 1991 Superior, Wis. 

20 Jordan Larson  F 5-10 180 May 13, 1995 Fort Frances, Ont. 

21 Wayne Folster  F 6-2 200 Sept. 7, 1992 Norway House, Man. 

22 Adam Wensley  F 5-9 170 July 22, 1991 Atikokan, Ont. 

24 Colton Spicer  F 6-2 180 Feb. 14, 1995 Fort Frances, Ont. 

27 Davis Smith  F 6-0 190 Sept. 19, 1992 Atikokan, Ont. 

28 Tyler Ampe  G 6-0 170 Oct. 16, 1991 Hermantown, Minn. 

44 Jon Carlson  D 6-1 195 June 28, 1994 Fort Frances, Ont. 

78 Tanner Hamilton  G 6-1 170 Jan. 8, 1992 Saskatoon, Sask. 

96 Brett McMahon  F 5-9 180 June 6, 1994 Fort Frances, Ont. 

 
 

 


