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Cyclones Amateur Hockey Association

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

December 19, 2011
Fox Valley Ice Area ~ Geneva, IL

Mark Plantery called the meeting to order at 7:21 pm
DIRECTORS PRESENT

	Mark Plantery
	Bill Luecker
	Pat Tierney 
	David Wilson
	Bill Spence
	

	Maria Frano
	Dan Deli
	Peter Buh
	David Struwing
	
	


DIRECTORS ABSENT
	Bridgett Foster
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


ASSOCIATES PRESENT

	Darren Meyer
	Tom Baginski
	Brad Stedronsky
	Joseph D’Amico
	Ron Evenson
	Dan Fragen

	Bob Gatto

	
	
	
	
	


ASSOCIATES ABSENT 
	Ted Kauss
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


STAFF PRESENT 
	Christie Tierney 

	Jay Rule
	Pat McGee
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


STAFF ABSENT
	Frank Bisceglie

	
	
	
	


Quorum Established by Maria Frano.
Minutes and Approval:
November 14, 2011 Board Meeting Minutes Approved, 
David Wilson motioned, David Struwing 2nd, motion carried (9-0).
OPEN SESSION ITEMS

President’s Comments:
Dave Stalzer resigned, due to personal reasons, from the Board of Directors.  Welcome to our new ABMs, Dan Fragen and Bob Gatto.

Our logo will go left of center on the NHL ice over Christmas break.  The logo has been drawn and a cost determined by management to be $4,000.  We will have secondary placement on NHL rink and center ice on INT, which will be done when they melt it down over the summer.  The logo is a permanent decal that they lay down and then ice over it.  The $4,000 is a one-time cost.  Center ice on INT will cost more.

Darren Meyer is now a member of the Rules & Ethics Committee.

Public Forum:
Joe Hartge – 
Would like the Board to consider concussion baseline screenings for every player on a Cyclones team.  There have been 252,000 concussions in children ages 4-12 this year.  He spoke with Dr. Elizabeth Pieroth of the Midwest Center for Concussion Care, leading consultant for the Bears, Blackhawks Sox and Fire regarding concussion baselines.  She charges $20 per player for a baseline test.  Testing starts at age 12.

Board agreed to review and discuss making baseline tests mandatory for all player and adding to the fees.

Vito DiPietra – 

With regard to the focus on the Foster/Buh incident, he would like the board and organization to refocus our attention to the kids.  The Board has an obligation to all the kids in the organization.  We have failed our kids.  We’ve allowed the senseless actions of a few cloud what is most important.  It’s a tragedy that the mothers (Bridgett and Eva) cannot watch their children play.  Believes that the Board did its due diligence and took the appropriate steps with regard to those involved, but is still allowing the bleeding to occur.  Certain individuals have alienated their kids by their actions.  Asks that the Board look at the integrity of certain board members be looked at and believes that Peter Buh should be removed from the board until the criminal issue is resolved.

Dave Struwing briefed the Board and those members present for the open portion of the meeting on the investigation into the Foster/Buh incident and the finding of the R&E Committee and the full board.  The Board’s decision was a unanimous one and the individuals involved were sanctioned accordingly.  

Yvette Hemminger – 

Believes that Peter Buh does not have the best interest of the club at heart.  Believes that Eva Buh should not be allowed back in the rink if Bridgett cannot be in the rink.

Kristen Cartland – 

Believes that we need to take a step back and understand that the player code of conduct has been violated.  Believes that certain people said certain things for “social climbing” reasons and to “inflate their spouse’s position on the board.”
Mark Plantery stated that the Assistant State’s Attorney requested to have Bridgett Foster’s bond modified, adding the condition that she be banned from coming into the rink.  Peter Buh stated that he had a conversation with the Assistant State’s Attorney prior to the State’s Attorney’s bond modification request being filed with the Court and that because of this conversation, the Assistant State’s Attorney went in for a modification of the bond.

Special thank you to David Struwing who did a phenomenal job regarding the investigation of the incident.

Yvette Hemminger –

Believes that the CSDHL Fee for PeeWee Major should be waived.  Believes that the practice time that they have during the week is not long enough to warrant a premium.  Believes the premium is for more practice ice time.  It was explained that the “more ice time” is the game slot times, as the CS team needs a 90-minute slot whereas a PeeWee NIHL team only gets a 60-minute slot.  Pat McGee stated that Coach Rutili has specific parameters for his practices to work within and what they were given for practice ice was the only thing that worked for the coach.  David Wilson confirmed that they were taking the ice 10 minutes early as there is no one on it before them.  Yvette didn’t know that the kids could get on the ice early.  It was stated by Joe Hartge that when the Hitmen are in town the PeeWee Minor and NIHL teams get 10 minutes knocked off their time by the rink.
Board agreed to review and discuss the CS fee.

League Reports:
NIHL:
Awarded Gold Elite Consolation game and Squirt Elite Round Robin. IHOA rep says that coaches and parents of mites are “out of control”.
CSDHL:
Waiting for Academic Award info.
NWHL:
None
SWSL:
None
Hockey Director Report:
None
Treasurer’s Report:
Net:  $124,561 
Ahead of last year.  We’re in a strong financial position.  Forecasted overage is approximately $100,000.  Annual Audit was received.
Manager Coordinator Report:

Managers have asked if the registration fee for Blackhawk Cup can be done by the club instead of reimbursement after registration.  Mark will talk to Frank about this.  If it turns out that each team needs to supply checks during the tournament things will stay status quo.  Cyclones cover the elimination round, teams are responsible for going further than that.  We need more ice in March for team practices.
Registrar:
None.
Ice Scheduler:

None.
Committee Updates:
Marketing:
Mid-Season evaluations are up and running.  
Player Development:
None.
Nominating:
None
Apparel:
Joseph D’Amico resigned as committee chair.  Bill Spence is considering stepping in the role.
Website:

Coaches’ survey link works, must be signed in to website using fall username in order to get link.  Keeps non-members away from our survey.
Our domain name is up for renewal.  $35/year.  Would like to expend $$ to keep it for the next 10 years.  Already in budget, don’t need to vote on it.
Strategic Planning:
None.
Fundraising:
None
Discussion/Open Items:

Spring Programming:
Mark’s team was approached by a pro hockey development group to play in tournaments in the spring with them.  They’re trying to recruit players away from programs.  They would only play in a couple of tournaments.  

One thought for spring is to have the top teams be tournament teams and the remaining would play SWSL.  We have ice we need to utilize and this would be a good way to make sure all teams have enough practice/game times.  Might consider playing in NWHL, too.
Strategic Planning Committee will meet and come up with a plan for spring.

The majority, if not all, of our ice this spring will be on the NHL rink.

CLOSED SESSION ITEMS
Discussion/Action Items:
Closed Committee Reports:
Finance:
None.

Strategic Planning:
None.

Bylaws:
None
Rules & Ethics:


See REC Committee Report dated 12/12/11, attached.

Dave will contact Skokie directly to get a status.

Dave will follow up with the Leafs directly regarding a status.

At this time the Foster/Buh incident was reopened and Peter Buh recused himself from the discussion and removed himself from the room.  The board has 4 options with regard to Peter Buh, 1. Suspension from Board; 2. Removal from Board 3. Expulsion from club and 4. Do nothing.  It was discussed that the Board would ask him if he would be willing to step down from the board and all duties for the duration of the legal matter in the court system.  Whereupon, Peter Buh re-entered the room and had a statement for the Board.  He disagreed with the suspension against Eva.  According to Peter, any additional action on the part of the Board against Eva is viewed as witness tampering by the State and charges could be brought against the Board.  It was made clear by multiple members of the Board that it had no intention of levying additional punishment against Eva, but was considering actions against Peter and his role as director.  Peter then stated that he was specifically told by the prosecutors that additional punishments against Eva or Peter could be viewed in a negative light.  Peter further stated that he has absolutely no desire to bring anything against the Board regarding the Foster/Buh incident and there is nothing that the Board did wrong in the entire incident.  Finally, Peter stated that Eva is upset that she did not receive an apology from Bridgett Foster soon after the incident occurred and feels threatened by what happened, and if she were to receive an apology now it would not change her pursuit of the criminal case against Bridgett.  
Peter was asked if he would consider stepping down as a Director to which his response was no.

At this time it was determined that, given the late hour, the remaining items on the agenda would be tabled to next month’s meeting.
Dave Struwing motioned to adjourn, Mark Plantery 2nd.

Meeting Adjourned at 11:27 pm

	Cyclones Action Items

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NOTE:  
	The first name listed in the "Responsible" column is the person responsible for coordinating any small group efforts necessary to accomplish the task.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	#
	Action Item Description
	Responsible
	Open Date
	Date Due
	Closed Date
	Status
	Comments

	2
	Fall Mid and Final Coaches Evaluations
	Maria
	6/13/11
	11/14/11
	 
	OPEN 
	Survey Currently Out There to Fill Out.

	12
	Pay off-line policy
	Dan (finance committee)
	8/29/11
	12/14/11
	
	OPEN
	

	15
	Detailed Job Descriptions for Registrar, Ice Scheduler and Website Administrator
	Bill L.
	8/29/11
	10/3/11
	
	OPEN
	

	16
	Adopt-a-Forest Preserve
	Maria
	8/29/11
	10/3/11
	
	OPEN
	

	18
	Proposed Establishment of a Coaching Committee
	Dave W.
	11/14/11
	12/12/11
	
	OPEN
	

	19
	Mite and Squirt NWHL Power Skate Overcrowding
	Mark
	11/14/11
	12/12/11
	
	OPEN
	

	20
	Concussion Baselines for all Cyclones Players
	
	12/19/11
	2/13/12
	
	OPEN
	

	21
	CSDHL Premium
	
	12/19/11
	2/13/12
	
	OPEN
	

	22
	Spring Programming
	Mark (Strategic Planning Committee)
	12/19/11
	1/9/12
	
	OPEN
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