NP District Conference Call
December 27, 2011, 9:15 pm Central

Roll Call:  Dave Tronnes; Greg Evenson; Dan French; Ray Tillman; Dwayne Dillinger; Bruce Bekkedahl; Gary Splichal; Peter Sonnesyn

Presidents Cups:  Wyoming & ND are committed.  Mt will send their HS Champ to HS National Tourney in Salt Lake.  SD has trouble with Boys to commit in that their HS State is or has been the final for their teams & are not interested in further play.  It was suggested, as an option, that the States put together “Show-case” teams to participate in Presidents Cup.  Tournament committee will confer & develop some options for the Presidents to present to their state people ASAP.  Will try to make standards/rules the same for both Boys & Girls.  Right now, are planning on 8 team tournaments.
Play in Games:  Ray Tillman, Mt President declared that Mt will host the Games in Butte.  Three teams are declared to participate (Team Wyoming; Mt Wildcats; & SD Rushmore).  Peter, NP Tournament Director will work out details with the Butte on site Tournament manager.  Ray will forward that persons contact info ASAP to Peter.

Dave Tronnes:  Needs final tally on National Tournament teams for report to Youth Council.      
 USA Hockey changed coach’s certification timeline & requirements.  Backed off one month on certification requirements.  Also now only need to complete one module per year rather than all.                      Will/has recommend Brad Bekkedahl to sit as NP Rep on Jr Council.  Brad currently sits as VP of the Council, but a retirement has opened a seat & NP should be represented.                                                   
Final tally on national tournament teams:  Wyoming: U-18, U-14, U-12, & Girls 19-U (play-in); Mt: U-12, U-14, Boys HS, Girls 19-U (play-in); SD: 16-U, Girls 19-U (Girls play-in); ND:  None.    
 Concern about players going across state lines to play outside their home state.  Discussion followed with the following concerns:  District has no policy on transfers & should have one.  SD has players going to or transferring to Iowa to play.  Wyoming has players playing in Colorado where clubs recruit for AA & AAA teams nationwide.  Also in Idaho.  ND does not have problems as they participate in an “Interstate Transfer/ form” with Minn which needs to be approved by both States before Registrar will approve it.  All local affiliates in ND have signed an “Affiliate Agreement” which, as community based teams, is subject to & under the control of the Board of Directors of the NDAHA.  The Affiliate Agreement, alone with the “Transfer” form pretty much controls player movement in ND.  Bruce Bekkedahl spoke up in that when was President of Montana; the Rocky Mountain District banned player transfers.  Parents threatened with suits & USA Hockey did not back Rocky Mountain.  So players continued to play where ever.  It is thought, even though Montana clams to be “Community Based” the State has no formal “Affiliate Agreement” in place & therefore has no control over their clubs, teams, & players.  Likewise, Wyoming.   It is felt the District needs a policy & agreement to control player movement & most all problems would disappear.  It was suggested that Brad Bekkedahl be approached for “Legal Council” opinions.  It was recommended that the District pursue this at the winter meeting.
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Mid American Festival:  Final week-end in July.  The Presidents agreed on the focus of the District concerning player camps was to promote State Development camps leading to the District Player Development camp.  Players will be evaluated & sent on to the National Festivals.  Concerning the 15-U’s those left, based on evaluations, would be offered a spot on the NP 15-U team to participate in the Mid-American Festival, and held at Kent State, the end of July.  The District pays fees.

14-U Multi-District Hockey Camp:  As USA Hockey discontinued their 14-U Festival; Rocky Mountain District will conduct a multi District 14-U camp/Festival this coming summer.  NP offered 25-30 spots for top players out of the District.  It was agreed to participate with players from the District.  In order to keep the integrity of the Districts & States programs, those selected from the District must participate in the NP Development Camp.  Players will be responsible for their own costs and fees.  Al Bloomer will be notified.
District Referee in Chief:  Update:  Candidate name submitted to Matt Leaf who knows him.  No other candidates submitted.  Should be in place by winter meeting in Orlando.

Next Phone Conference:  Wed, Jan 25th, 8:00 pm Central Time.                                                                 Phone log in # 866-305-2467,                                                                                                                                      Call code is 410475
Calendar:                                                                                                                                                                     Jan 12-15.  USA Winter meeting in Orlando.                                                                                                         Jan 25, 8 pm NP Directors conference calls.  Calls changed to last Wed of every month.  Time @ 8 pm                                                                                                      Mar 10 &11, 19-U Play-in Games in Butte.                                                                                                            Mar  16-18, Presidents Cups in Rapid City.                                                                                                            May 9-13th, NP Player Dev Camp in GF.                                                                                                                 Jun 7-10th, USA Annual Congress.                                                                                                                          June 16th or 23rd, Annual summer NP conference, in Billings.                                                                                     Jul 22-29, Mid Am 15-U Festival in Kent.                                                                                                               Oct 5th-7th.  Annual District Conference @ Spearfish Canyon.
