[bookmark: _GoBack]FACTS ABOUT LEUKEMIA:
Leukemia affects about 2,200 American young people each year. Luckily, the chances for a cure are very good with leukemia. With treatment, most children with leukemia will be free of the disease without it coming back.
Children with leukemia might bruise and bleed very easily, experience frequent nosebleeds, or bleed for an unusually long time after even a minor cut because leukemia destroys the bone marrow's ability to produce clot-forming platelets.
Other symptoms of leukemia can include:
· pain in the bones or joints, sometimes causing a limp
· swollen lymph nodes (sometimes called swollen glands) in the neck, groin, or elsewhere
· an abnormally tired feeling
· poor appetite
Intensive leukemia chemotherapy has certain side effects, including hair loss, nausea and vomiting, and increased risk for infection or bleeding. 
With the proper treatment, the outlook for kids who are diagnosed with leukemia is quite good. Some forms of childhood leukemia have a remission rate of up to 90%; all kids then require regular maintenance chemotherapy and other treatment to continue to be cancer-free. Overall cure rates differ depending on the specific features of a child's disease. Most childhood leukemia’s have very high remission rates. And the majority of kids can be cured (meaning that they are in permanent remission) of the disease.




HOW MUCH SHOULD I TELL MY CHILD?
It is important to talk to your child at an age-appropriate level.  Some parents will want to shield their child from information about cancer.  Providing your children with appropriate information will help them to build trust in you and to feel safe, and will also encourage open conversation about their fears and concerns as they arise.  Some parents feel they should discuss the illness with their children but not use the word “cancer.”  Keep in mind that your child will fill in gaps of information with his or her imagination.  Giving information helps to correct any false ideas about cancer.
Some factors you may want to consider:
1. Your child’s age… will he/she understand the terminology used?
2. Your child’s style of coping… not all children are the same, and their preference about the amount of information and how they receive it will vary

SOME IDEAS TO HELP YOUR CHILD COPE 
WITH A FRIEND’S DIAGNOSIS OF CANCER

1. Provide your child with information at a level that matches his or her ability to understand.   You may need to give your child information more than once.  As
children grow older, they may need and want to know more about cancer.

2. Explain that all cancers are not the same.  Many children, especially older ones, have heard of cancer. They may know of someone who has died from cancer. Children should be aware that cancers affecting older adults are different from childhood leukemia or lymphoma.

3. Encourage your child to talk about fears and concerns, and answer his or her questions.

4. Acknowledge your child’s behaviors and emotions as they arise.

5. Understand that at times your child may appear insensitive or as if nothing is wrong with their friend.  You may wonder if he or she understands what is happening. It is common for children to process information in small amounts. For some children, this is a way of coping that lets them go at their own pace.

